Birds of Davis Creek
Regional Park




Thank Youo the following photographers
who supplied pictures taken at
Davis Creek Regional Park:

JeffBleam Ernest A. Ross, Steveiegel,
Tim Torell, Taylafames,Steve Davis,
Jon Becknel:. JaneThompson

Future picture submissions can be sent to: nsteuer@washoecounty.us
Thank Youl!

Bird ID, Range Info. and Fun Facts from www.allaboutbirds.org



Western Tanager (  Piranga ludoviciana )

ID: Orangered head, yellow body and
coalblack wings, back and tail. Short, )
thick-based bill and mediuAength tall. '

Soo
“oaes

Size Between sparrow and robin.

Fun FactWhile most red birds owe
their redness to a variety of plant
pigments known as carotenoids, the
Western Tanager gets its scarlet head
feathers from a rare pigment called
rhodoxanthin Unable to make this
substance in their own bodies, Western sroading |
Tanagers probably obtain it from insects Migration
in their diet (allaboutbirds.org)




Pacific Wren ( Troglodytes pacificus )

ID: Brown overall with darker brownish <
black barring on the wings, tail and e SR
belly. Face is also brown with a slight
pale mark over the eyebrow. Short
wings, stubby tail and a thin bill.

Size Sparrowsized or smaller.

Fun FactMale Pacific Wrens build
multiple nests within their territory.
During courtship, males lead the female
around to each nest and the female
chooses which nest to use.
(allaboutbirds.org) S—

Nonbreeding

. Year-round



House Wren ( Troglodytes aedon )

ID: Small and compact, with a flat head
and fairly long, curved beakhort

winged; longish tailSubdued brown %%Egy
overall with darker barring on the wings (e K "
and tail. The pale eyebrow that is eegE S R SRR

characteristic of so many wren species is Gl e ¢ S
much fainter in House Wrens >

Size Smaller than a Carolina Wren;
chickadeesized

Fun FactThe House Wren has one of
the largest ranges of any songbird in the
New World. It breeds from Canada
through the West Indies and Central

Migration = a

America, southward to the -l
southernmost point of South America W Yearround
(allaboutbirds.org)




Be wil c W@rs( Thryomanes bewickii )

ID: Slenderodywith a slenderlongbill S &'@m&j@
that is slightlydowncurved Backand Sffz %@g

wings are plain brown; underparts gray—<z2& /. =R j o
white; and the long tail is barred with B ¥
black and tipped with whitspots. Long
brow-like white stripe over theye.

Size Smaller than a house sparrow;
slightly larger than a house wren.

Fun FactThis species is named after
British engraver Thomd3ewick- a
friend of pioneering bird artist John
James Audubon, who collected the first Broeding
recognized specimen. Nonbreeding Fl=—
(allaboutbirds.org) Yearround Y




Ruby -crowned Kinglet ( Regulus calendula )

ID: Relatively large head, almost no
neck, with a thin tail and small, thin bill. %3@@
Olive-green color with a prominent | %@ P

white eyeringand whitewingba® & w.dz6-e, ©
ONRogye 2F UKS YIFIES Aay
visible. VT

Size Smaller than a chickadee; larger
than a hummingbird.

¢ Fun FactThe Rubycrowned Kinglet is a

B tiny bird that lays a very large clutch of
egggs there can be up to 12 in a single
nest. Although the eggs themselves rending
weigh only about a fiftieth of an ounce, Wgration -

an entire clutch can weigh as much as N \
the female herself(allaboutbirds.org) |




Golden -crowned Kinglet ( Regulus satrapa )

ID: Rounded body, short wings and
skinny tail. Relatively large head with TS A
short, thin bill. Pale olive above and gray-—<ga / =
below, with a blackand-white striped W
face and bright yellovorange crown
patch. Thin whitewvingbar

Size Smaller than a chickadee; larger
than a hummingbird.

Fun FactThe tiny Goldercrowned
Kinglet is hardier than it looks, routinely
wintering in areas where nighttime Breeding  __
temperatures can fall below40° o

Nonbreeding ’\

Fahrenheit(allaboutbirds.org) oz




Calliope Hummingbird ( Selasphorus

ID: Short tail and wings. Thin and short -
bill. Greenish above. Magenta rays on
UKS YIfSQa UKNRIFG®

o
Seg
oo

Size Length is 3 to 3.5 inches.

Fun FactThe Calliope Hummingbird is
the smallest bird in the United States. It
weighs about ong¢hird as much as the
smallest North American warblers and
about the same as a ping pong ball.
(allaboutbirds.org)

calliope )

Breeding
Migration

Nonbreeding



Osprey ( Pandion haliaetus )

ID: Slender body with long, narrow
BN Wings and long legs. Brown above and
= \White below. Head is white with a broad
‘ i brown stripe through the eye. >

& Size Smaller than a Bald Eagle; larger
and longerwinged than a Rethiled
| Hawk.

Fun FactOspreys are unusual among

8 hawks in possessing a reversible outer

N toe that allows them to grasp with two ..
& toes in front and two behind. Barbed Migration

& pads on the soles of the birds' feet help winter

& them grip slippery fish. When flying witli™ e

&= prey, an Osprey lines up its catch head

e first for less wind resistance.

(allaboutbirds.org)




Northern Pygmy Owil ( Glaucidium gnoma )

ID: Small and compact with a large, ,
circular head that lacks ear tufts. Long 1 @%%j

tail and fairly short, rounded wings. @%

Brown with fine white speckles on the *._.25» ./ | _ o%

head and white spots on the back. Eyes
and bill are yellow.

Size Smaller but plumper than a
Mountain Bluebird; larger than an Elf
Owl.

Fun FactNorthern PygmyOwls, % avRY

although not much larger than House Ty,
Sparrows, sometimes take prey up to Bl 5=
three times their own size, such as s SN
Northern Bobwhite, Northern Flicker, =

and even chickenghllaboutbirds.org)



American Kestrel (  Falco sparverius )

ID: Long, squargipped tail with a black
band near the tip. Pale below; rusty
brown spotted with black above. Pale
face with pair of black vertical slashes -
on the sides. Males have staldue N
gAy3aT FSYILtSaQ gAy3Ia :
brown.

Size Mourning Dovesized; between
robin and crow.

Fun FactUnlike humans, birds can see

ultraviolet light. This enables kestrels to
make out the trails of urine that voles, a »
common prey mammal, leave as they _ yonbreedna

run along the ground. Like neon diner

signs, these bright paths may highlight

the way to ameal.(allaboutbirds.org)

~ Breeding




Red -talled Hawk (  Buteo jamaicensis )

ID: Large hawk with very broad,
rounded wings and a short, wide tail. |
Rich brown above and pale below, witi@\\
a steaked belly and, on the wing A 9
underside, a dark bar between shoulder™ )R 220D
and wrist. Talil is usually pale below and -
cinnamonred above. y

Size Between crow and goose. |

Fun FactThe Redailed Hawk has a |
thrilling, raspy scream that sounds Mot
exactly like a raptoshould.At least,
UKFGQa ¢KIFG 1 2fftéeg22R
think. Whenever a hawk or eagle .
appears onscreen, no matter what Brosang QLN ST =
species, the shrill cry on the soundtrack Yearround R L

IS almost always a Rediled Hawk.
(allaboutbirds.org) o




Rough -legged Hawk ( Buteo lagopus )

ID: Boldly patterned, darkbrown hawk
with a longer taithat isdark at the tip

and pale at the base. Like many hawks
they occur in light and dark morphs.
Light morphs have pale underwings with
dark patches at the bend of the wing.

Size Larger than an American Crow;
slightly smaller and less bulky than a
Redtailed Hawk.

Fun FactThe name "Rouglegged"”
Hawk refers to the feathered legs. The
Roughlegged Hawk, the Ferruginous
Hawk, and the Golden Eagle are the

only American raptors to have legs I orbresting
feathered all the way to the toes.

(allaboutbirds.org)




Golden Eagle ( Aquila chrysaetos )

ID: Wingsare broad like a Rethiled
Hawk's, but longer. At distance, the
head is relatively small and the tail is
long. Adults arelark brown with a
golden sheen on the back of the head
and neck. For their first several years of
life, young birds have neatly defined
white patches at the base of the tail and
In the wings

Size Goosesized or larger.

Fun FactAlthough capable of killing
large prey such as cranes, wild
ungulates, and domestic livestock, the
Golden Eagle subsists primarily on B Nonbresding

rabbits, hares, ground squirrels, and -
prairie dogs. (allaboutbirds.org)




Bald Eagle ( Haliaeetus leucocephalus )

ID: It has a heavy body, large head, and long,
hooked bill. In flight, a Bald Eagle holds its
broad wings flat like a boaréddults have

white heads and tails with dark brown bodies
and wings. Their legs and bills are bright ...,
yellow. Immature birds have mostly dark

heads and tails; their brown wings and

bodies are mottled witlwhite.

Size One of the largest birds in North
America, wingspan slightly greater there
Great Blue Heron.

Fun FactRather than do their own fishing, -~
FER 913t Sa 2FGSy 32 | FG SN SNJMIU(
catches. A Bald Eagle will harass a hunting Breeding '

Osprey until the smaller raptor drops its prey G g

in midair, where the eagle swoops it up. A

Bald Eagle may even snatch a fish directly out

2F Iy halL)dBBoQkErdsiong)f 2y a @




Prairie Falcon ( Falco mexicanus )

ID: Large falcons about the size of a
peregrine. They have pointed wings and
mediumlong tails. Brown above and
pale with brown markings on the breast
and belly. From below, they show dark
under the wing from the "armpit" to the
wrist. From above, the tail is paler and
contrasts with the back and wings. They
have a pale stripe above the eye and a
brown mustache stripe.

Size Between a Crow and a Goose. Bl Winter

& Year-round

Fun FactPrairie Falcons are popular
falconry birds, and 19 states allow
falconers to capture the birds (mostly as
nestlings) to train(allaboutbirds.org)



Hairy Woodpecker ( Leuconotopicus villosus )

ID: Medium-sized woodpecker with a
fairly square head, a long, straight,
chisellike bill (nearly same length as ,
head), and stiff, long tail feathers to lean @@g@
against on tree trunks. Black wings are < @%l@g P
checkered with white; head has two ™. . Q X %
white stripes (flash of red in males).
Large white patch in center of black
back.

Size Robinsized.

Fun FactHairy and Downy
woodpeckers occur together throughout
most of their ranges. The Downy

S e e

Woodpecker uses smaller branches 0. ) =
while the Hairy Woodpecker tends to =g
spend more time on trunks. N

(allaboutbirds.org)



Downy Woodpecker (  Dryobates pubescens )

ID: Small woodpecker with a small,

straight, chiselike bill. Black wings are
checkered with white; head has two

white stripes (males have small red e,
patch on back of head). Outer tall

feathers are white with a few black

spots.

Size Two-thirds the size of a Hairy
Woodpecker; between sparrow and
robin.

Fun FactThe Downy Woodpecker eats RSN < 2,
foods that larger woodpeckers cannot Z o
reach, such as insects living on or in the VAN ) & S
stems of weeds. You may see them Yearround <l D0 oy
hammering at goldenrod galls to extract 5l

the fly larvae insideallaboutbirds.org)



White -headed Woodpecker (  Picoides albolarvatus )

ID: Medium-sized woodpecker with a
black body and a white head. Males
have a red rear crown patch. White
patch in wings.

Size Robinsized.

Fun FactBoth the male and female |
incubate the eggs, with the male doing L .
all the nighttime work. They are very .
attentive to each other during
incubation, and often communicate by
soft drumming from both inside and
outside the nest cavity.
(allaboutbirds.org)

Year-round




Northern Flicker ( Colaptes auratus )

® |D: Fairly large woodpecker with a slim,

# rounded head, slightldowncurvedbill,
and a long, flared tail that tapers to a
point. Brownish overall with a white  §
% oatd rump patch. Undersides of wing and tea
e feathers are reebrange. Plumage

Al patterned with black spots, bars and
crescents.

Size Between robin and crow.

W Fun FactThe Northern Flicker is one o
@ the few North American woodpeckers
that is strongly migratory. Flickers in th
northern parts of their range move
south for the winter, although a few
iIndividuals often stay rather far north.
(allaboutbirds.org)
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