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To identify a plant, you need to recognize characteristics like size, form, leaf shape, flower color, or 

fragrance. Then, you may link those characteristics to a name. 

 

A=Annual, B=Biennial, P=Perennial 

Annuals complete their life cycle of germination from seed, growing, flowering, fruiting, and dying 

within a single season of growth.  

Biennials require two seasons to complete their life cycle. In the first season, foliage production and 

storage of food reserves takes place followed by flowering, seed production and death in the next.  

Perennials typically flower annually once established and may live for several to a great number of 

years.  

 

Life Cycle of a Flower 

Seed > Roots > Sprout > Seedling > Adult plant > Seeds Fall > Seeds 

 

Questions to ask when identifying plants:  

- Habitat? 

- Leaf type/venation? 

(Pinnate, Parallel, Palmate) 

- Leaf shape? (Linear, 

Obovate, Ovate, Pinnately 

lobed, Palmately lobed, 

Reniform, Lanceolate, 

Sagittate) 

- Leaf arrangement? (Simple, 

Palmately compound, 

Pinnately compound, 

Bipinnately compound) 

- Leaf blade edges/margins? 

(Entire, Crenate, Dentate, 

Serrate, Lobed) 

- Flower type in flower 

heads? 

- Ray flower color? 

- Tuft or plume on fruit?  



 
 

Leaf Morphology: 

Simple or Compound leaves: Compound leaves attach to the stem on a petiole and have leaflets that 

branch off from the petiole on rachis. Single (simple) leaves are just singular leaves that are also 

connected to the stem by a petiole.  

 

Looking at the physical characteristics of a flower: 

- Notice the overall height of the plant: Start by measuring the height of the plant the flower is 

attached to. Most flowers bloom attached to the stem of the plant.  

- Check the width of the flower: Measure across the flower, from petal to petal. 

- Look at how the flower is arranged 

on the stem: 1 flower on the stem, 

several flowers on 1 stem, or a 

cluster of flowers on 1 stem. Some 

flowers appear in an umbel, where 

they fall in an umbrella-like cluster 

from one point on the stem.  

- Count how many petals are on the 

flower: You should look at the 

shape of the petals. 

- Identify the color of the petals: 

Pick out the main or dominant 

color on the petals to help identify 

the flower.  

- Check the texture and shape of the 

stem: Does it creep or twist around other objects or along the ground? Does it extend straight up 

from the earth and have a square shape? Does the stem appear hairy or spiny in texture? Thorns 

or pricks that extend from the stem? Slick or smooth texture that appears shiny or hard?  

- Check the shape, size, and arrangement of the leaves: Smooth edge, jagged leaf edge, spread out 

1 inch or more apart. Notice the arrangement of the leaves on the stem, do they alternate or 

appear on opposite sides of the stem?  
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Lupine Blend  

SIERRA WILDFLOWER MIX: Argentus & Perennis 

GREAT BASIN MIX: Argentus & Perennis 

 

Penstemon Blend  

SIERRA WILDFLOWER MIX: Strictus & Rydbergii 

GREAT BASIN MIX: Strictus & Palmer 

 



 
 

Arrowleaf Balsamroot Dryland Mix  & Sierra Mix  
Scientific name: Balsamorhiza sagittata  

Color: Yellow 

A/B/P: P 

Height (inches): 16-30 

Moisture Req.: Low-Mod 

Blooming Season: Spring/Summer 

Description: Silvery ñarrowheadò to heart-shaped leaves, 6 in. 

wide and 12 in. long. Leaves have untoothed edges and are 

coated in fine to rough hairs, especially on the undersides. 8-

24 in stems, generally have a solitary 2 ½ - 4in. wide flower. 

         



 
 

Aster Prairie Great Basin Mix 

Other common names: Smooth Violet Prairie Aster,   

Scientific name: Symphyotrichum turbinellum (formerly Aster turbinellus)   

Color: Purple, Yellow, Blue 

A/B/P: P 

Height (inches): 24-36 

Moisture Req.: Low 

Blooming Season: Summer/Fall  

Description: 1.5ô-3ô tall erect stem occasionally forming side 

branches. Stems usually have lines of hair. Alternating leaves along 

the stem are up to 4ò long and Ĳò across, and smooth along the 

margins.  

 

 



 
 

Bachelor Button Dryland Mix  & Great Basin Mix 

Other common names: Cornflower 

Scientific name: Centaurea cyanus 

Color: Blue 

A/B/P: A 

Height (inches): 8-30 

Moisture Req.: Low 

Blooming Season: Spring/Summer  

Description: Grey-green branched stems. Leaves are 

lanceolate and 1-4cm long. The flowers are arranged in 

flowerheads (capitula) of 1.5-3 cm diameter, with a ring 

of a few large, spreading ray florets around central cluster. 



 
 

Beeplant Dryland Mix  

Other common names: Rocky Mountain Beeplant, Skunkweed, Waa 

Scientific name: Cleome serrulata 

Color: Pink/ Purple 

A/B/P: A 

Height (inches): 12-48 

Moisture Req.: Low-Mod 

Blooming Season: Summer/Fall  

Description: Erect stem is leafy and branching above. Leaflets 

occur in threes. Branched stems have palmately compound leaves. 

Showy clusters of pink flowers continue to elongate during the 

season. Slender seed capsules may be present while still 

flowering.  



 
 

Beeplant, Yellow Dryland Mix  
Other common names: Yellow Spiderflower, Yellow Caper, 

Golden Caper, Beeflower, Nevada Bee Plant 

Scientific name: Cleome lutea 

Color: Yellow 

A/B/P: A 

Height (inches): 12ò-36ò 

Moisture Req.: Low 

Blooming Season: Summer 

Description: Erect, leafy stem, branching in the upper portions. 

Palmately compound leaves bear 3-7 leaflets. Seeds are long and 

narrow. Showy, 4-petaled, yellow flowers crowd together.  

     



 
 

Biscuitroot, Nineleaf Dryland Mix  
Other common names: Lewisô lomatium, Ternate Desert-parsley, Ternate lomatium, Nine-leaved desert-

parsley, Nine-leaved biscuitroot, Nine-leaved lomatium 

Scientific name: Lomatium triternatum 

Color: Yellow 

A/B/P: P 

Height (inches): 36ò 

Moisture Req.: Low 

Blooming Season: Spring 

Description: Hairy flowering plant from the carrot family. 

Leaves emerge on the lower part of the stem. Generally 

divided into 3 leaflets, subdivided into three linear leaflike 

segments. Clusters of yellow flowers on a ray up to 10cm 

long, forming a flat formation of umbels.  

 

      



 
 

Black-eyed Susan Great Basin Mix & Sierra Mix  
Other common names: Common Black-eyed Susan, Brown-eyed Susan 

Scientific name: Rudbeckia hirta 

Color: Yellow 

A/B/P: P 

Height (inches): 18-48ò 

Moisture Req.: Low-Mod 

Blooming Season: Summer/Fall  

Description: Stems about 1-2ft., scattered oval leaves, both 

covered with bristly hairs. Coarse, rough-stemmed plant with 

daisy-like flower heads with showy golden-yellow ray 

flowers, with brown central cone.  

     



 
 

Buckwheat, Sulfur  Dryland Mix , Great Basin Mix, & Sierra Mix  
Other common names: Sulphur-flower Buckwheat, Sulphur-flower Wild Buckwheat, Sulphur-flower 

Scientific name: Eriogonum umbellatum 

Color: Yellow 

A/B/P: P 

Height (inches): 3-36ò 

Moisture Req.: Low 

Blooming Season: Fall  

Description: Sulphur Buckwheat is highly variable. All plants 

make loose mats of leaves, often green above and gray-woolly 

beneath. Leaves at the base, on long erect stalks tiny yellow 

flowers in cluster balls on 6-9 in. stems.         



 
 

California Bluebells Sierra Mix  
Other common names: Desertbells 

Scientific name: Phacelia campanularia 

Color: Blue 

A/B/P: A 

Height (inches): 12-24 

Moisture Req.: Low 

Blooming Season: Spring  

Description: Hairy stem is usually unbranched. The 

leaves are oval to rounded, toother, and borne on 

petioles a few cm long. The hairy flower cluster is 

curving several bell-shaped flowers. Each flower is 

1.5-4 cm long, with 5 protruding stamens.  



 
 

Candytuft, Annual Sierra Mix  

Other common names: Globe Candytuft, Garden Candytuft, Common Candy-tuft 

Scientific name: Iberis umbellata  

Color: White, Pink, or Purple 

A/B/P: A 

Height (inches): 12ò-20ò 

Moisture Req.: Low 

Blooming Season: May-June 

Description: The stem is twisted at the base while the flowering 

branches are erect and leafy. The leaves are green and linear-

lanceolate (0.5-1ò long). The flowers are umbel shaped, and the 

petals are rounded at the apex.             

 



 
 

Catchfly Sierra Mix  
Other common names: Royal Catchfly, Sweet William catchfly 

Scientific name: Silene armeria 

Color: Pink 

A/B/P: A 

Height (inches): 48 

Moisture Req.: Low-Mod 

Blooming Season: Summer/Fall  

Description: Leaves numerous 2.5-5cm long, elliptic, oval, or 

narrowly oval, smooth. Flowers arranged somewhat openly or 

compactly at end of stems. Stem is hairless or slightly hairy with 

sticky areas, especially just below the cluster.        

  



 
 

Checkermallow Sierra Mix  

Other common names: Checkerblooms, Prairie mallows 

Scientific name: Sidalcea 

Color: White, Pink, or Purple 

A/B/P: P 

Height (inches): 0.3 ï 1.5 ft tall 

Moisture Req.: Low 

Blooming Season: Spring/Summer 

Description: Clumps of toother basal leaves produce erect stems, 

with 5-petalled mallow-type flowers in terminal racemes. 

     



 
 

Cinquefoil Great Basin Mix & Sierra Mix  
Other common names: Five fingers, Silverweeds, 

Common cinquefoil, Oldfield cinquefoil, Slender 

cinquefoil, Graceful cinquefoil 

Scientific name: Potentilla gracilis  

Color: Yellow 

A/B/P: P 

Height (inches): 2-3.3 ft 

Moisture Req.: Low/Mod 

Blooming Season: Summer 

Description: Several erect stems up to a meter tall. The 

leaves are palmate and compound, each divided into five 

to seven wide lance-shaped leaflets with toothed edges. 

The leaflets are hairy, with many more hairs on the 

underside. Leaves are smaller and reduced towards the 

top.  

      


