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» Resource Concepts Inc.
completed the IVM Plan for WC
Parks in June 2020.

» The IVM plan is focused on park
and open space areas along the
Truckee River corridor but can be
used to develop freatment and
revegetation plans for any site.

Regional Parks and Open Space
Integrated Vegetation Management Plan

Washoe County Regional Parks and Open Space

June 2020
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What is Integrated Vegetation Management
(IVM)?:

» Combines multiple strategies to control or limit undesirable vegetation
(can include chemical, biological, cultural, mechanical, and/or
manual freatments).

» Promotes establishment and maintfenance of adaptive and native
perennial vegetation communities.

> Utllizes adaptive management to modify freatment plans as needed
to meet site-specific goals.
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Strategies and Tools for Vegetation Management:

Site Assessment

|dentify Problem Areas

=

Evaluate Treatment Options Including:

. Mo Action, Chemical, Manual/Mechanical, Biological, Cultural Methods _
el b

-r'-..

Establish Treatment Plan _
= Adjust Treatment Plan -

Follow up if Necessa
Treat Problem Area —F_IL'

_

Treatment . Treatment
Effactive Monitor Treatments Ineffective
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IVM Plan Objectives:

» To provide guidelines and strategies for staff fo:

Evaluate and develop site-specific plans.

Manage noxious and invasive weeds.

Maintain fire resiliency and address postfire rehabllitation needs.
Evaluate and develop revegetation plans for use with
construction, development, easements, right of entries, and other
park projects and permits.

Develop monitoring protocols for evaluating short- and long-term
SUCCESS.
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IVM Plan provides site management tools
through Best Management Practices (BMPs):

BMP Il: MNoxious and Invasive Weed |dentification and Treatment Options
BMP lll: Revegetation Methods and Selection of Native and Adaptive Species

BEMP IV: Monitoring and Establishing Success Criteria

BEMP V: Open Space Long-term Management

BEMP VI: Herbicde Exposure Prevention and Treatment
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BMP I: Inifial Site Assessment
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BMP II: Noxious and Invasive Weed
l[denftification and Treatment Options
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Figure 1
Guidelines to Developing a Seeding Plan

Pre-field Desktop Review

() Compile Site Information on: Site Assessment
= Site Mapping
L4 NRCS Soil Info

Ecological Site Description
Site Disturbance Regime

Revegetation oon ([
Methods anad =
Selection of Native

\Perennial Species,

Manage for

\ eeds as Need

and Adaptive " ——— m——

Monitoring for Germination Seedbed Preparation
and Plant Establishment

Species

, ~"" Determine Need for
*.. Pre-seeding Weed Contro
Full time ) ________t____t__g 5 __t ¢
Implementation Implement —
Monitoring ; Developed
Seeding Plan
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BMP IV: Monitoring
and Establishing
Success Criteria
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"Monitoring is the orderly collection, analysis, and in’rérpré’rd"’-rion of -resource 'dd.’ro to evcﬂuc’re
progress ftoward meeting objectives. This process must be conducted over time 1o determine
if objectives are being met." (Bedell 1998).




MP V: Open
Space Long-Term
anagement.

Does the site contain either native or adaptive perennial herbace
weed resistance while maintaining sufficient shrub spacing to minimize the

Once weed competition is controlled,
quickly implement a site-specific
Seeding Plan to establish Desired
Perennial Plant cover. See Desired
Plant BMP.

Continued monitoring for:

* Seeding success.

*  Weed encroachment.

Can the minimum density of C
Perennial Plants be achieved t

weed control andfor natural plant
recruitment in a year or two?

Mo Action Required.

CHART LEGEND

YES

NO
Sequential considerations
or actions

Figure 2. Open Space Management Decision Tree

Site Assessment

Are Desired Mative or Adaptive Plants
present at a density of 3 or more plants
per square yard? See BMP Il on
Revegetation and Selection of Desirable

noxious andfor invasive weeds

Are there residual fuels that pose an
unacceptable fire or are shrub
densities limiting Desired Perennial
Plants?

Is there ex ive thatch that needs to be
removed to increase plant vigor in
forming perennial grasses?

For Mechanical, Cultural or Herbicide Treatments:

Follow product label & equipment cperation
instructions.

Monitor effectiveness of the applied treatment(s)
and repeat as necessary.

2020-03-18 version

ous species at a minimum density for site stability and
of fire and impact to ecosystem services?

1. Can Cultural Practices be Employed?
Dioes not provide for total control but can be used
to reduce litter, fire fuels and stimulate plant
growth more susceptible to herbicide treatment.
Prescription Burning where safe, sufficient
fuel continuity & an approved bum plan is in-
place. Check to assure air quality compliance.
Grazing intensity and timing are crucial.
alatability and toxicity for targeted

Control or limit weed competition before
attempting Desired Perennial Plant seeding.

2. ls Mechanical Treatment feasible?
Same as above. Consider targeted species and site
conditions (e.g., too wet or steep). Cut and remove
weeds prior to seed set to reduce seedbank. Do
opposite for increasing Desired Perennial Plants.
Hand or mechanical plant removal. Properly
dizpose of plant debris.
Mow to reduce seed, litter or fire fusls.
Repeated treatments required for annual,
bignnizl or sprouting perennial sp

3. s Herbicide Treatment Necessary?
Consider Spot or Broadcast herbicide treatment for
plant comtrol. Awveid spraying and damaging
Diesirable Perennial Plants where possible.

Reszearch tested herbicide applications by

plant spe nsult with MCE ! ists
Develop & implement an  integrated
t ment, imncluding fallback options.
Spot-treatment preferred over broadcast.
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WEED CONTROL IN PROGRESS
DATE:

*For the safety of you and your pets, please remain on the

frail system.

*Per Chapter 95.140 dogs must be leashed at all times.

*Treatment areas are considered safe to enter when dry.
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» The IVM Plan provides a framework and set of
tools and strategies to guide park staff in
developing site appropriate freatment and
revegetation plans.

> Also includes a “Revegetation Plan Template”
and tools for park planners to evaluate plans
submitted by permit applicants (special use,
right-of-entry, access easements).
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2021 Vegetation
Management
Project Highlights:

» Goat grazing af
Swan Lake Nature
Study Area to
reduce perennial
pepperweed (tall
whitetop)
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2021 Vegetation Managemen
Project Highlights:

» Native planting at
Bartley Ranch
Regional Park as part
of post-fire restoration
efforts. Ongoing
project utilizing
volunteer groups and
parks staff
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2021 Vegetation
Management
Project Highlights:

» Native shrub planting aft
Crystal Peak Park with
volunteers as part of the
KTMB Great Community
Clean-up Event
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