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From: Pat Purkey-Entwistle
To: Roman, Brandon
Subject: Support for naming a Reno street after Rajan Zed
Date: Wednesday, October 22, 2025 1:52:14 PM

October 22, 2025

﻿Mr. B. Roman
Regional Street Naming Committee
1001 E. 9th Street
Reno, NV 89512
 
Re: Naming an Existing Unnamed Street/Easement as "Rajan Zed Avenue"
 
Attn: Members of the Regional Street Naming Committee

I strongly support the idea of naming an easement in Reno in honor of Mr. Rajan
Zed, a globally active religious statesman who has championed interfaith dialogue
and religious harmony for decades.
 
Mr. Zed, a longtime resident of the area, has been honored with numerous
interfaith awards for his efforts in bridge-building and nurturing understanding
among faiths.​
 
Mr. Zed’s sustained dedication has contributed significantly to greater religious
harmony and interfaith dialogue in the area, Nevada, USA and around the world.
 
He is internationally recognized for his extensive interfaith work, promoting
dialogue, and understanding across religious and cultural boundaries. He is noted
for emphasizing the values of mutual respect and for fostering peaceful
coexistence among followers of diverse traditions.
 
Mr. Zed remains actively engaged in public advocacy for interfaith understanding.
He is well respected for his tireless efforts in fostering interfaith harmony and
public dialogue.

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/KDQzAAmjlQ!7s4dNet6mlTzSxmMhuxuXwavkbZt-xE4vO79WojUKwCjnpg82tfSl5WcsdUE8X-Gf3opj-V47E87OADpYYNjO3BTylVWaYQkahKrFMx4$
mailto:patpurkey@att.net
mailto:BRoman@washoecounty.gov


 
Thanks for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Patricia A. Purkey-Entwistle
2403 Pinewood Dr.
Sparks, NV 89434
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From: Barbara R
To: Roman, Brandon
Subject: Re: Rajan Zed’s request to Name an Existing Unnamed Street/Easement
Date: Wednesday, October 22, 2025 4:51:31 PM

Mr. Roman and Members of the Regional Street Naming Committee,

 

As a member of the community, I would like to take a moment to express my strong support
for naming an easement in Reno to recognize and honor Mr. Rajan Zed for his numerous
contributions to our community.

His work in fostering interfaith connections and creating opportunities for people of different
faiths and cultures to come together has greatly benefited Reno. Mr. Zed is always the first to
open pathways for dialogue, counsel understanding, and facilitate interactions among
individuals of diverse faiths. He and his family often cover the costs of these gatherings
themselves, reflecting a deep commitment to unity and understanding.

Mr. Zed truly represents the values of Nevadans, and honoring him with an easement
dedicated to his contributions would be a meaningful acknowledgment of his efforts.

   

Thank you for your consideration.

Barbara Ramirez

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/KDQzAAmjlQ!4G4TesSUETZSAHXCjgzl11IugCHVzoaz10uQxVTL82O9D2NlI90X1FjkW2DkMTgAZZXoEdGFf7lyWiAfrByUGxM2y_3cuAzTDMjD4k4XNHFGpiERx6yrWB49pd-aYHum2Q$
mailto:barbara28512@gmail.com
mailto:BRoman@washoecounty.gov
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From: Jim Eaglesmith
To: Roman, Brandon
Cc: Rajan Zed
Subject: Fwd: Support for naming a Reno street after Mr. Rajan Zed
Date: Wednesday, October 22, 2025 2:17:50 PM

Regional Street Naming Committee
1001 E. 9th Street
Reno, NV 89512
 
Re: Naming an Existing Unnamed Street/Easement as "Rajan Zed Avenue"
 Members of the Regional Street Naming Committee:

* I strongly support the idea of naming an easement in Reno in honor of Mr. Rajan Zed, a
globally active religious statesman who has championed interfaith dialogue and religious
harmony for decades.
 
Mr. Zed, a longtime resident of the area, has been honored with numerous interfaith
awards for his efforts in bridge-building and nurturing understanding among faiths.
 
Mr. Zed’s sustained dedication has contributed significantly to greater religious harmony and
interfaith dialogue in the area, Nevada, USA and around the world.
 
He is internationally recognized for his extensive interfaith work, promoting dialogue, and
understanding across religious and cultural boundaries. He is noted for emphasizing the values
of mutual respect and for fostering peaceful coexistence among followers of diverse
traditions.
 
Mr. Zed remains actively engaged in public advocacy for interfaith understanding. He is well
respected for his tireless efforts in fostering interfaith harmony and public dialogue.
 
Thanks for your consideration.

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/KDQzAAmjlQ!4G4TesiRELl9QTNAzcJOsMP4snovEpQ0v-Y_VoWI0vOs7MIXnoDLladZeMUL0-M3s_c7RPChIgOeh9qOgBdSdAWt9Lyqq6psKqis40qSSrLrwxxA6cKNK0ZgZq5aGg1dtQ$
mailto:jimeaglesmith@gmail.com
mailto:BRoman@washoecounty.gov
mailto:rajanzed@gmail.com


Sincerely,

jim eaglesmith

HM
HeartMath®Certified Trainer

Songbird Productions
PO Box 20281
Reno, NV 89515
775 338 7151 message

On Wed, Oct 22, 2025 at 11:32 AM R. Zed <rajanzed@hotmail.com> wrote:
To: BRoman@washoecounty.gov

Regional Street Naming Committee
1001 E. 9th Street
Reno, NV 89512
 
Re: Naming an Existing Unnamed Street/Easement as "Rajan Zed Avenue"
 
Members of the Regional Street Naming Committee:

I strongly support the idea of naming an easement in Reno in honor of Mr. Rajan Zed, a
globally active religious statesman who has championed interfaith dialogue and religious
harmony for decades.
 
Mr. Zed, a longtime resident of the area, has been honored with numerous interfaith
awards for his efforts in bridge-building and nurturing understanding among faiths.​
 
Mr. Zed’s sustained dedication has contributed significantly to greater religious harmony
and interfaith dialogue in the area, Nevada, USA and around the world.
 
He is internationally recognized for his extensive interfaith work, promoting dialogue, and
understanding across religious and cultural boundaries. He is noted for emphasizing the
values of mutual respect and for fostering peaceful coexistence among followers of diverse
traditions.
 
Mr. Zed remains actively engaged in public advocacy for interfaith understanding. He is well

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://certified.heartmath.com/user/jim-eaglesmith/__;!!KDQzAAmjlQ!d9TKoBt5I7sYXN7zVkygQDuszJDPHc-A65lQnxg8PbD0JdioqyeWWiCxqxlElEHFSt2zc0EHFMMFAp18BJ642syBOMq__A$
mailto:rajanzed@hotmail.com
mailto:BRoman@washoecounty.gov


respected for his tireless efforts in fostering interfaith harmony and public dialogue.
 
Thanks for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Jim Eaglesmith
(address)
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From: Toni King
To: Roman, Brandon
Subject: Fwd: Support for naming a Reno street after Mr. Rajan Zed
Date: Wednesday, October 22, 2025 7:32:02 AM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: R. Zed <rajanzed@hotmail.com>
Date: Mon, Oct 20, 2025 at 11:10 PM
Subject: Support for naming a Reno street after Mr. Rajan Zed
To: Rev Toni King <unityrenotoni@gmail.com>

To: BRoman@washoecounty.gov

Regional Street Naming Committee
1001 E. 9th Street
Reno, NV 89512
 
Re: Rajan Zed’s request to Name an Existing Unnamed Street/Easement
 
Members of the Regional Street Naming Committee:
 
I strongly support the idea of naming the easement in City of Reno in honor of religious
statesman Mr. Rajan Zed.
 
Mr. Zed deserves this honor for his dedication to religious freedom, interfaith engagement,
and his work to bring diverse religious voices into the public sphere.
 
Mr. Zed has been widely recognized for his contributions to the community and peace-
building efforts.
 
Thank you for your time and consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rev. Toni King

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/KDQzAAmjlQ!4G4TesWatH7bAHLjyedkdDUBfRYYJdO6Dznvd_GzN808Km7BQqY9JWL6HSEJalZ9E6P7XAraUPCrINl2Xm-7Mxb9hMCJ9Yg-9qC8hudMTfGX6wldoibCVTJe29FnOlWlhQ$
mailto:unityrenotoni@gmail.com
mailto:BRoman@washoecounty.gov
mailto:rajanzed@hotmail.com
mailto:unityrenotoni@gmail.com
mailto:BRoman@washoecounty.gov


Unity Center of Reno
775.747.2207
2207 Kings Row, Reno, NV 89503
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From: Dawn Blundell
To: Roman, Brandon
Subject: Rajan Zed"s request to name an existing unnamed street/easement
Date: Tuesday, October 21, 2025 9:33:43 AM

Regional Street Naming Committee
1001 E. 9th Street
Reno, NV 89512
 
Re: Rajan Zed’s request to Name an Existing Unnamed Street/Easement
 
Members of the Regional Street Naming Committee:
 
I solidly back the idea of naming the easement in City of Reno in honor of advocate of
interfaith harmony Mr. Rajan Zed.
 
Mr.  Zed has made significant contributions to the communities in Reno, Nevada, since his
arrival in Reno in 1997; and continues to do so.
 
Mr. Zed’s work has not only impacted Reno but has also resonated globally, as he continues to
be a vocal promoter for interfaith cooperation and cultural understanding.
 
Thanks for your time and consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Reverend Dawn M. Blundell
Senior Pastor
Epworth United Methodist Church
280 E Stillwater Ave, Fallon, NV 89406

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/KDQzAAmjlQ!4G4TesT0uvudg7nszQfl15-IR_zSFI8kaVRlsgKUuld0G4b9RJ_weg-bbQpo659nhrjkEf4LN6HD7stTb9_mJLRHV-5hyOtOLnFVJWS_H5Y00OdnrQdElWfDeftJaCpWng$
mailto:revdawnblundell@gmail.com
mailto:BRoman@washoecounty.gov
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Reno, Nevada 89512 
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WASHOE COUNTY 
“Dedicated to Excellence in Public Service” 

October 2, 2025 
 

 
 
Regional Street Naming Committee 
1001 E 9th Street 
Reno, NV 89512 
streetnames@washoecounty.gov 
775-328-2319 
 
 
Re: Rajan Zed’s Application for Unnamed Easement 
 
Members of the Regional Street Naming Committee: 
 
I am pleased to express support for naming the City of Reno easement in honor of Mr. 
Rajan Zed, a long-time Reno resident (since 1997) and internationally recognized interfaith 
leader. 
 
Mr. Zed’s record of public service and bridge building is extensive. He has offered 
legislative invocations across the United States and Canada, including the United States 
Senate and House of Representatives, numerous state legislatures, and city and county 
bodies nationwide, promoting messages of unity, mutual respect, and cross-cultural 
understanding. Locally, Mr. Zed has convened weekly interfaith dialogue through the Reno 
Gazette-Journal’s “Faith Forum” since 2011, consistently bringing diverse faith traditions 
into conversation and strengthening community cohesion here at home. 
 
Beyond these efforts, Mr. Zed has served as an ambassador for Reno in his travels, 
engaging communities in dozens of countries while continuing to contribute meaningfully 
to civic life in our region. His work reflects values we share as a community: inclusivity, 
service, and constructive dialogue in the public square. 
 
Recognizing Mr. Zed with an honorary street name, such as “Rajan Zed Avenue”, would 
acknowledge decades of tangible contributions to interfaith understanding and civic 
harmony, and it would signal Reno’s ongoing commitment to welcoming, collaborative 
community life. 
 
  

http://www.washoecounty.us/
mailto:streetnames@washoecounty.gov


 

1001 E. 9th Street 

Reno, Nevada 89512 

Phone: (775) 328-2000 

Fax: (775) 328-2491 

www.washoecounty.gov 

 
 

INTEGRITY             COMMUNICATION             SERVICE 
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Thank you for your consideration. If I can provide additional information, please reach out 
to me via email: ahill@washoecounty.gov or cell: (775) 447-3017. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

Alexis Hill, Chair 
Washoe County Commissioner 
District 1 
 

http://www.washoecounty.us/
mailto:ahill@washoecounty.gov
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From: clfife@aol.com
To: Roman, Brandon
Subject: Recommending Rajan Zed for a street naming
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 6:15:06 PM

-
To: BRoman@washoecounty.gov
Regional Street Naming Committee
1001 E. 9th Street
Reno, NV 89512
 
Re: Rajan Zed’s request to Name an Existing Unnamed Street/Easement

Dear Members of the Regional Street Naming Committee:
 
I wholeheartedly give my support and recommendation  to naming the easement in the City of
Reno in honor of Interfaith leader, Mr. Rajan Zed.

Rajan has made significant contributions to our community by building interfaith friendships,
appreciation, and common purpose in building a stronger, friendlier, and unified community.   
  He has been tireless in promoting interfaith dialogue, peace building, and religious
understanding. He has put Reno on the global map through his interfaith initiatives .  

I have friends across the country, and all of them marvel at the strength of our Interfaith
community in Reno with many on-going activities and a weekly Faith Forum in the Reno
Gazette Journal.   Rajan deserves the credit for building these relationships among and
between all Faith groups,  as well as building tolerance and understanding in the larger
community.
 
Whenever there is a tragedy in our community, he pulls all the Faith leaders together to offer
solace and support.   His efforts have helped bridge divides and foster a more unified and
inclusive community in Northern Nevada.
 
Thanks for all you do and for your consideration in  naming a street "Rajan Zed."
 
Sincerely,
 

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/KDQzAAmjlQ!7s4dNCv7elTS6tkMJuxO_3TZCmaU0ZhPjS1HKI8X9MiT22gwcaP4f4g0eIwLX6P1e1HdBycsw7hUM_8ZBV_jGex8n_9UGBzryXbvNMYb$
mailto:clfife@aol.com
mailto:BRoman@washoecounty.gov


Candice L. Fife
1885 Simpson, Reno, NV 89503
775-322-9647
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From: Christy
To: Roman, Brandon
Subject: Proposed naming of Ally (Rajan Zed Avenue)
Date: Thursday, October 16, 2025 4:02:32 PM

Dear Reno City Council,

I am writing to express my strong opposition to the proposed renaming or
addition of “Rajan Zed Avenue” in Reno. Reno has a proud American
heritage rooted in local family names, pioneers, and long-standing
community contributors who helped build this city.

Our street names should continue to reflect the history, values, and people
who represent Reno’s identity and American heritage. It’s important that
we preserve our community’s cultural and historical legacy rather than alter
it in ways that disconnect from our local roots.

Christy Indie Trust
APN 014-052-08

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/KDQzAAmjlQ!7u4cOmvbFJuya7qi62yvPN2EJmh2o5JTdL_T2Dn4Ter8uDKS_D6PlgSS82yk7xQsE8KDm3guuR_m3Wb_0IHgR5QesdUq175sERitiOE$
mailto:christyindie@gmail.com
mailto:BRoman@washoecounty.gov
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From: Eagle Oil
To: Roman, Brandon
Subject: In Re: Request Submitted to Regional Street Naming Committee to Rename "Unnamed alley"
Date: Thursday, October 16, 2025 3:10:00 PM

Mr. Roman:
 
In response to the letter dated October 11, 2025, regarding  a request submitted to the
Regional Street Naming Committee to rename "Unnamed alley" Rajan Zed, our vote is “No.”
 
Thank you,
 
PWH Eagle Trust
Property Owner APN: 011-271-25
 
Our new email address is eagleoil@pkhummel.com
 
Please update your address book accordingly.  Thank you.

 

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/KDQzAAmjlQ!7o4cFGu7WxU8axqsS2wOXPv8jIWwNkJqvOOAoWa2c3SDqGWD9fzxs1ist0Wf8Ho8K_gBUtKcYWdqaReYdlUfZn5dmcb6RH753wW2jci5Y0Y$
mailto:eagleoil@pkhummel.com
mailto:BRoman@washoecounty.gov
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From: jim@legoy.com
To: Roman, Brandon
Subject: Rajan Zed Alley address change
Date: Tuesday, October 21, 2025 4:43:51 PM

Dear Brandon Roman,

Yesterday I received a letter about the naming of the alley between Forest and Plumas streets.
My house is in the 700 block of Plumas St. and I have two houses, one in front and one in
back on one contiguous lot. The letter clearly stated that my front house address will be
changed to the alley name once the naming is completed. The front house faces Plumas and
not the alley which would be difficult for Police, Fire and deliveries. This could create a
dangerous situation if an emergency were to arise.

Now according to the memo 10_23_2025_RSNC_Memo.pdf it’s not my front house but my
house that is behind my front house and a different address from that which was mentioned in
the letter. That house also faces Plumas St. with the front door and address facing and visible
to Plumas St. not the alley and shouldn’t be changed either.

Sincerely 
James LeGoy

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/KDQzAAmjlQ!7u4dmiV1OhTyRRqiZawufDFpKbpPjsjlWozAsbQSZcR24mukzzULAevP4MstmgloC8xrBOwmlfQs0YPm02gJy1ZnxHLWCFZHEb5HdoE$
mailto:jim@legoy.com
mailto:BRoman@washoecounty.gov
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From: Katie Duncan
To: Roman, Brandon
Subject: Unnamed Alley Name Change - Rajad Zed Avenue Response
Date: Tuesday, October 21, 2025 9:19:07 PM

Dear Mr. Roman,

I am writing to express my opposition to the proposed renaming of the unnamed alley off of
Plumas to Rajad Zed Avenue, as referenced in the notice for the October 23, 2025 Regional
Street Naming Committee meeting.

While I understand and appreciate the intent to honor Mr. Zed’s contributions, I strongly
oppose making this an official name change that alters existing residential and business
addresses. Such a change would impose unnecessary burdens on property owners and tenants,
requiring updates to driver’s licenses, billing records, emergency service databases, and
mailing information. For many residents, these administrative changes are time-consuming
and risk mail delivery errors or confusion for visitors and service providers, not to mention the
cost burden associated with updating all of these records. 

As a constructive alternative, I respectfully propose designating the alley with an honorary
name, such as “Rajad Zed Avenue (Honorary)”, rather than replacing the existing addressing
system. This would allow the community to appropriately recognize Mr. Zed without creating
logistical complications for residents, postal services, and emergency responders.

I ask that the Regional Street Naming Committee and the subsequent governing body consider
this compromise — preserving the efficiency and consistency of existing addresses while still
providing public acknowledgment of the individual being honored.

Thank you for your consideration and for making this comment part of the public record prior
to the October 23 meeting.

Katie Duncan

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/KDQzAAmjlQ!4G4TesfxGtaeh_mAz4dmcDbhvKu4zjnFBmJmA0NtaGOQOkLhGQkXmbv4o6C5OXAGgegBBip54tj3cD37I-Hc6WH2CFgxiRbRR7WXtgaSuLMLOCaGj2IN4P0Vo3GR_eplRQ$
mailto:katid87@gmail.com
mailto:BRoman@washoecounty.gov


Brandon Roman 
Washoe County 
1001 E. 9th Street 
Reno, NV 89512 
 
Stacey Bruno Migale 
748 S. Meadows Pkwy #A9-327 
Reno, NV 89521 
 
October 22, 2025 
 
Re: 011-323-06 - Unnamed Alley name change proposal to Rajad/Rajan Zed Avenue 
 
Brandon Roman and the Regional Street Naming Committee: 
 
Our apartment building located at 245 La Rue Avenue is very happy to be located where it is and it’s 
happy with its current address. Renaming a street seems ridiculous with the current economic 
conditions. However, since you got me thinking about what would be a great name for our “unnamed 
alley” might I suggest Leon Garicoitz Avenue. Leon Garicoitz built our apartment building in 2000. Leon’s 
story is the epitome of the American Dream and the living legacy of the Basque people in Northern 
Nevada. How Rajad/Rajan Zed has any connection to this little city block in Reno Nevada is a mystery to 
me. 
 
Stacey Bruno Migale 
Property Owner 
 
Leon Garicoitz Obituary is included below: 

December 19, 1931 - April 27, 2016 

On a rainy Wednesday morning, the heavenly skies mourned alongside us, the loss of our beloved 

Father. He is survived by his loving daughters, Jeannette (Peter), Renee (Adrian), and Brigitte (Sean). His 

grandsons; Michael (Bahry), Daniel, Jacques, Luke, his granddaughter, Isabelle, great-grandsons; Omar, 

and Yusef. He is predeceased by his beloved wife, Germaine (2010), his mother Marie (1989), and his 

father Michel (1983). He leaves behind three brothers in France; Pierre (Marianne), Jean (Clara d. 2002), 

and Arnaud (Marie-Jeanne), and his many nieces and nephews, also in France. 

He was born in St.-Just-Ibarre, a direct descendant of St. Michel Garicoitz, for which he was very proud. 

As a young boy he was quite mischievous. His poor mother Marie, having four sons, was the 

disciplinarian of the family, and would use the "baton" liberally. His father Michel, playful and mild-

mannered, never laid a hand on his boys. The family eventually moved to St. Jean Pied de Port. Growing 

up poor in the Basque Country, it was common practice to send the boys off to live on neighboring 

farms to assist with various farming chores. So off Leon went to the mountains of the Pays-Basque to 

tend sheep by himself, for many months at a time. He later served in the French Foreign Legion, where 

his passion for driving big trucks began. 

During the 50s and early 60s many Basques immigrated to the United States to follow their American 

dream. Leon was the last brother to come to the U.S., at the age of 30, and the only one to stay. He 



worked as a landscaper and had many happy clients, for he was hard-working and loyal. Strong, young, 

and handsome, he fell for a widow who "needed some furniture moved." He married our mother in 

1966 and raised three daughters in San Francisco. With a lot sweat and hard work, Dad's American 

dream slowly came to fruition. 

In 1981, they decided to leave San Francisco. The mountains called to them, and so they moved to Reno, 

Nevada. In Reno, by hand, Dad built a brick, red and white shuttered home. He did it all; foundation, 

framing, painting, plumbing, and electrical work. He was self-taught, and there was nothing he couldn't 

or wouldn't do. These days were about hard work, saving money, going to Basque picnics, and eating at 

the all-you-can-eat seafood buffet at the Atlantis! 

After several years in Reno they moved to Carson City. Again Dad built their home. This time a beautiful, 

single-story home on an acre of land. Dad loved Carson City. He was really a cowboy at heart. He and 

Mom continued to work alongside each other for many years, until Mom developed dementia. Then it 

was back to San Francisco, closer to their daughters. 

Mom's decline took a great toll on Dad, but he soldiered on caring for her at home in S.F. until her 

passing. Into his late 70s he continued to work and when his body became too arthritic to bend down, 

we bent down for him, and did our best to follow his frustrated commands. 

He had numerous physical ailments, but he battled through it all, and came back to us each time. His 

medical file was as thick as two stacked bibles. He amazed his doctors. With an easy smile and a twinkle 

in his eye, he made friends with the nurses, the doctors, the lab assistants, even the housekeeping staff 

at St. Mary's Medical Center. 

This is our Dad's legacy. He was proud to be Basque, and was a founding member of the Basque Cultural 

Center. He was loyal and dedicated to his wife. He loved his daughters, sons-in-law, his five 

grandchildren, and his two great-grandchildren. He was deeply religious. He made friends wherever he 

went. He loved Ford trucks, camping and fishing in the Sierras, RVing to Las Vegas with Mom, telling 

stories, joking and laughing, and playing footsies. He had legendary physical strength, and hoisted 

washer machines and the like onto his truck from one location to the next. He derived great satisfaction 

from working hard and fixing things. He loved eating "arulzia eta chingaria," drinking red table wine, and 

cheese! He loved his cheese! He was stoic and courageous throughout his life. He suffered yet 

persevered. He loved his parents deeply, and cried openly when they passed on. 

He has taught each of us to live humbly, love openly, to pray and be strong in the face of difficulty. As it 

is often said, all good things must come to an end. In the end it was his tired heart that could no longer 

sustain his body. We are profoundly grateful we had him for 84 years, 4 months and 8 days. 

Our family would like to extend our deepest gratitude to Dr. Gerald Murphy, Dr. Richard Podolin, and Dr. 

Steven Hao, for keeping him going as long as he did. 

Finally, we would like to take this opportunity to pay tribute to Ana Lynn and David Oshiro. Their love 

and self-less care for our Dad will never be forgotten. We are forever grateful to you both. You are part 

of our family always. 

Dad will be deeply missed. While we are heartbroken now, we find comfort in knowing he is with our 

Mother, and that one day we will all be reunited. 
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From: Ben Galles
To: Roman, Brandon
Cc: Katie Galles
Subject: Re: 011-323-06 - Unnamed Alley name change proposal to Rajad/Rajan Zed Avenue
Date: Wednesday, October 22, 2025 1:31:52 PM

Brandon Roman

Washoe County

1001 E. 9th Street

Reno, NV 89512

 

Ben Galles

P.O. Box 50055

Sparks, NV 89435

Brandon Roman and the Regional Street Naming Committee:

My Wife Katie and I own the apartment building is located at 922 Plumas and we are
very happy to be located where it is and it’s happy with its current address. Renaming
the alley street seems unnecessary with the current economic conditions. But if
naming the alley is going to happen, one of our neighboring property owners and I
were chatting about this and we think Leon Garicoitz Avenue. Leon Garicoitz built
the apartment building behind us in 2000. Leon’s story is the epitome of the American
Dream and the living legacy of the Basque people in Northern Nevada. His family
(daughter Bridgette) still owns property on this alley at 915 Forest St and for this
reason I think the City should strongly consider a local name with a local story to that
neighborhood.

Ben Galles

 

 Leon Garicoitz Obituary is included below:

December 19, 1931 - April 27, 2016

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/KDQzAAmjlQ!7s4dNCrbutTTS5kspuyvH1HLrZSPQq7KaHlrL848_uGhMwNQwtJg_uWYgy2LsP3yJzv_DZ1bYh_HEs8TXpKRVUbIcRtovw_kt4MRNPYH$
mailto:benie2xs@cs.com
mailto:BRoman@washoecounty.gov
mailto:katie.galles@outlook.com


On a rainy Wednesday morning, the heavenly skies mourned alongside us, the loss
of our beloved Father. He is survived by his loving daughters, Jeannette (Peter),
Renee (Adrian), and Brigitte (Sean). His grandsons; Michael (Bahry), Daniel,
Jacques, Luke, his granddaughter, Isabelle, great-grandsons; Omar, and Yusef. He is
predeceased by his beloved wife, Germaine (2010), his mother Marie (1989), and his
father Michel (1983). He leaves behind three brothers in France; Pierre (Marianne),
Jean (Clara d. 2002), and Arnaud (Marie-Jeanne), and his many nieces and
nephews, also in France. He was born in St.-Just-Ibarre, a direct descendant of St.
Michel Garicoitz, for which he was very proud. As a young boy he was quite
mischievous. His poor mother Marie, having four sons, was the disciplinarian of the
family, and would use the "baton" liberally. His father Michel, playful and mild-
mannered, never laid a hand on his boys. The family eventually moved to St. Jean
Pied de Port. Growing up poor in the Basque Country, it was common practice to
send the boys off to live on neighboring farms to assist with various farming chores.
So off Leon went to the mountains of the Pays-Basque to tend sheep by himself, for
many months at a time. He later served in the French Foreign Legion, where his
passion for driving big trucks began. During the 50s and early 60s many Basques
immigrated to the United States to follow their American dream. Leon was the last
brother to come to the U.S., at the age of 30, and the only one to stay. He

worked as a landscaper and had many happy clients, for he was hard-working and
loyal. Strong, young, and handsome, he fell for a widow who "needed some furniture
moved." He married our mother in 1966 and raised three daughters in San Francisco.
With a lot sweat and hard work, Dad's American dream slowly came to fruition. In
1981, they decided to leave San Francisco. The mountains called to them, and so
they moved to Reno, Nevada. In Reno, by hand, Dad built a brick, red and white
shuttered home. He did it all; foundation, framing, painting, plumbing, and electrical
work. He was self-taught, and there was nothing he couldn't or wouldn't do. These
days were about hard work, saving money, going to Basque picnics, and eating at the
all-you-can-eat seafood buffet at the Atlantis! After several years in Reno they moved
to Carson City. Again Dad built their home. This time a beautiful, single-story home
on an acre of land. Dad loved Carson City. He was really a cowboy at heart. He and
Mom continued to work alongside each other for many years, until Mom developed
dementia. Then it was back to San Francisco, closer to their daughters. Mom's
decline took a great toll on Dad, but he soldiered on caring for her at home in S.F.
until her passing. Into his late 70s he continued to work and when his body became
too arthritic to bend down, we bent down for him, and did our best to follow his
frustrated commands. He had numerous physical ailments, but he battled through it
all, and came back to us each time. His medical file was as thick as two stacked
bibles. He amazed his doctors. With an easy smile and a twinkle in his eye, he made
friends with the nurses, the doctors, the lab assistants, even the housekeeping staff at
St. Mary's Medical Center. This is our Dad's legacy. He was proud to be Basque, and
was a founding member of the Basque Cultural Center. He was loyal and dedicated
to his wife. He loved his daughters, sons-in-law, his five grandchildren, and his two
great-grandchildren. He was deeply religious. He made friends wherever he went. He
loved Ford trucks, camping and fishing in the Sierras, RVing to Las Vegas with Mom,
telling stories, joking and laughing, and playing footsies. He had legendary physical
strength, and hoisted washer machines and the like onto his truck from one location



to the next. He derived great satisfaction from working hard and fixing things. He
loved eating "arulzia eta chingaria," drinking red table wine, and cheese! He loved his
cheese! He was stoic and courageous throughout his life. He suffered yet persevered.
He loved his parents deeply, and cried openly when they passed on. He has taught
each of us to live humbly, love openly, to pray and be strong in the face of difficulty.
As it is often said, all good things must come to an end. In the end it was his tired
heart that could no longer sustain his body. We are profoundly grateful we had him for
84 years, 4 months and 8 days. Our family would like to extend our deepest gratitude
to Dr. Gerald Murphy, Dr. Richard Podolin, and Dr. Steven Hao, for keeping him
going as long as he did. Finally, we would like to take this opportunity to pay tribute to
Ana Lynn and David Oshiro. Their love and self-less care for our Dad will never be
forgotten. We are forever grateful to you both. You are part of our family always. Dad
will be deeply missed. While we are heartbroken now, we find comfort in knowing he
is with our Mother, and that one day we will all be reunited.
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From: Sheila Warren
To: Roman, Brandon
Subject: Proposed name change for the alley east of Plumas St.,Reno NV
Date: Wednesday, October 22, 2025 3:11:18 PM

Thank you for the notice about the proposed name change of the alley. I am a 
properly owner with a Plumas St. address which is adjacent to the alley. There is a 
walkway from Plumas St. to the front porch of my property with a mailbox close to 
Plumas St.
I think it is totally unnecessary and inconvenient to change the address. Property 
Taxes, Insurance payments, and changing mailbox locations are just the few reasons 
to deny this inconvenient request.

I strongly urge you to deny the request to this name change. This is a precedent that 
does not need to be started. Confusion and unnecessary complications would be the 
result.

Sincerely,
Sheila Warren

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/KDQzAAmjlQ!7u4TWmVb2zTyZXqsS20OXPMWW9DgM4PCX3bugAUMcW_KjBYVLjIiietdaAc8caIXmqEYa4a3F75FL9Hxvibm1MlvcvDnkpu1QqkI9QM$
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From: Audrey Balkenbush
To: Roman, Brandon
Subject: Regional Street Naming Committee
Date: Thursday, October 23, 2025 10:23:52 AM
Attachments: Regional ST Naming Comm. Rajan Jed.eml.msg

To Street Easement Naming Committee: c/o B. Roman,

Please find my attached recommendation to your Committee to
consider a street name in honor of Rajan Zed.

Thank you for your  services to our community,

Audrey Balkenbush, retired teacher, Sparks 

      "Peace must first be established among individuals, until in the end it leadeth to
peace among nations...
strive with all your might to create, love, spiritual communion and bonds among
individuals. This is your task."
                                                                                                 -Baha'i Writings

     

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/KDQzAAmjlQ!4G4TesiTUV4yR5lASqZOdyJSonl5yhuEgRN2BCDP9phpOp7FGZ7OBiECmlvE9-PcLbt5nEbdTRWdw9Hy30Fo6JPWNlwHE4yV33y38x9vmag8ii8yEPc-Kdh2dAT3iYh9-Q$
mailto:nur3339@gmail.com
mailto:BRoman@washoecounty.gov

Regional ST Naming Comm. Rajan Jed

		From

		Audrey Balkenbush

		To

		nur3339@gmail.com

		Recipients

		nur3339@gmail.com
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From: June Canak
To: Roman, Brandon
Subject: Naming an existing unnamed Street as Rajan Zed Street
Date: Thursday, October 23, 2025 9:38:43 AM

Regional Street Naming Committee
1001 E. 9th Street
Reno, NV 89512

 
Re: Naming an Existing Unnamed Street/Easement as "Rajan Zed Avenue"

 
Members of the Regional Street Naming Committee:

I would support the naming of an unnamed street or easement as Rajan Zed Street for his
longtime work and contributions to  the interfaith community here in Reno and Sparks.

Sincerely,
June Canak

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/KDQzAAmjlQ!704dNcHbmh9YgZmsJU_OP7lvsPZIn1MWtaErZkiomFZIDiHzxPtp0LQsd3dOKfRScDBu9ouJNA-8v9Y7mV-Y5yd7twtX2JrIxXyQzOchCJtZCmHTC13vFApc$
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mailto:BRoman@washoecounty.gov




This Message Is From an Untrusted Sender
You have not previously corresponded with this sender.

     Report Suspicious     ‌

From: RON KNECHT
To: Roman, Brandon
Subject: Support for naming a street after Mr. Rajan Zed
Date: Thursday, October 23, 2025 1:31:20 PM

Sent from my iPhone

To: BRoman@washoecounty.gov

Regional Street Naming Committee
1001 E. 9th Street
Reno, NV 89512
 
Re: Naming an Existing Unnamed Street/Easement as
"Rajan Zed Avenue"
 
Members of the Regional Street Naming Committee:

I strongly support the idea of naming an easement in
Reno in honor of Mr. Rajan Zed, a globally active
religious statesman who has championed interfaith
dialogue and religious harmony for decades.
 
Mr. Zed, a longtime resident of the area, has been
honored with numerous interfaith awards for his efforts
in bridge-building and nurturing understanding among
faiths.​
 
Mr. Zed’s sustained dedication has contributed
significantly to greater religious harmony and interfaith
dialogue in the area, Nevada, USA and around the world.
 
He is internationally recognized for his extensive
interfaith work, promoting dialogue, and understanding
across religious and cultural boundaries. He is noted for

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/KDQzAAmjlQ!7S4dWivbGpW8JZqtpWLOfMtYRw8l7hQEzqIIGLwK2By3Of4HN7uIVeCwfpz8zq4lAJFAYzaZ63G6JzqFLJRs_59Sj-_2oCVOxApG$
mailto:ronknecht@aol.com
mailto:BRoman@washoecounty.gov


emphasizing the values of mutual respect and for
fostering peaceful coexistence among followers of
diverse traditions.
 
Mr. Zed remains actively engaged in public advocacy for
interfaith understanding. He is well respected for his
tireless efforts in fostering interfaith harmony and public
dialogue.
 
Thanks for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Ron Knecht

1009 Spencer Street 
Carson City NV 89073
775-882-2935
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From: April Lennon
To: Roman, Brandon
Subject: Rajan Zed Avenue
Date: Monday, October 27, 2025 5:52:01 PM

To: BRoman@washoecounty.gov

Regional Street Naming Committee
1001 E. 9th Street
Reno, NV 89512
 
Re: Naming an Existing Unnamed Street/Easement as "Rajan Zed Avenue"
 
Members of the Regional Street Naming Committee:

I strongly support the idea of naming an easement in Reno in honor of Rajan Zed; who has
significantly contributed to Northern Nevada through interfaith leadership, community
peacebuilding, and promoting religious understanding. His efforts have earned him multiple
honors from local, national and international institutions/organizations.
 
Thanks for your consideration.

Sincerely,

April Hammond-Lennon
8994 Wynne St
Reno, NV 89506
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