
From: max sanders
To: Evans, Timothy
Subject: case#wsup23-0036
Date: Tuesday, November 28, 2023 2:18:29 PM

[NOTICE:  This message originated outside of Washoe County -- DO NOT CLICK on links or
open attachments unless you are sure the content is safe.]

Mr Evans; I have just been given notice of Dodge Flats Solar ll application to
expand their solar field  on to section 26 where I have mining claims. 4 BUTCHER BOY
claims,BLM serial numbers 48238 thur 48241,160 Acres each;
30 TEDDY claims 1 thur 30, BLM serial number 242196 thur 242225.  I understand there is a
meeting schedule for January 2th 2024. Is there anything I need to do for this meeting? What
must I do to protect my interest? 
    My name is Max Sanders,My address is 10075 Ellis Park Lane, Reno NV 89521, Phone 775
737 9960,Email 635109usmc@gmail.com.   Thanks for your help.
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Memo to File 

Date: December 13, 2023 

To: File 

From: Tim Evans, Planner 

RE: Comment from Medline Kahlon, Public Commenter 

Comment received from Ms. Kahlon in a phone voicemail message and inquired about what the project entailed. 
Planning staff returned her call and left her a phone voicemail message on December 14, 2023, stating the 
project is a solar facility that will encompass approximately 1600 acres. Planning staff stated she may reach out 
for more information to Tim Evans, Planner, at 775-328-2314 or TEvans@washoecounty.gov.   
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Public Notice 

Washoe County Code requires that public notification for a special use permit must be mailed to 
a minimum of 30 separate property owners within a minimum 500-foot radius of the subject 
property a minimum of 10 days prior to the public hearing date.  A notice setting forth the time, 
place, purpose of hearing, a description of the request and the land involved was sent within a 
15,000-foot radius of the subject property. 

Public Notice Map 

Special Use Permit Case Number WSUP23-0036 
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Washoe County Development Application 

Your entire application is a public record.  If you have a concern about releasing  
personal information, please contact Planning and Building staff at 775.328.6100. 

  Project Information   Staff Assigned Case No.: 

Project Name: 

Project 

Description: 

Project Address: 

Project Area (acres or square feet): 

Project Location (with point of reference to major cross streets AND area locator): 

Assessor’s Parcel No.(s): Parcel Acreage: Assessor’s Parcel No.(s): Parcel Acreage: 

Indicate any previous Washoe County approvals associated with this application: 

Case No.(s). 

Applicant Information (attach additional sheets if necessary) 

Property Owner: Professional Consultant: 

Name: Name: 

Address: Address: 

Zip: Zip: 

Phone: Fax: Phone: Fax: 

Email: Email: 

Cell: Other: Cell: Other: 

Contact Person: Contact Person: 

Applicant/Developer: Other Persons to be Contacted: 

Name: Name: 

Address: Address: 

Zip: Zip: 

Phone: Fax: Phone: Fax: 

Email: Email: 

Cell: Other: Cell: Other: 

Contact Person: Contact Person: 

For Office Use Only 

Date Received: Initial: Planning Area: 

County Commission District: Master Plan Designation(s): 

CAB(s): Regulatory Zoning(s): 

5
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Washoe County Planning and Building 
SPECIAL USE PERMITS APPLICATION SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION 

Special Use Permit Application 
Supplemental Information 

(All required information may be separately attached) 

1. What is the project being requested?

2. Provide a site plan with all existing and proposed structures (e.g. new structures, roadway

improvements, utilities, sanitation, water supply, drainage, parking, signs, etc.)

3. What is the intended phasing schedule for the construction and completion of the project?

4. What physical characteristics of your location and/or premises are especially suited to deal with the

impacts and the intensity of your proposed use?

5. What are the anticipated beneficial aspects or affects your project will have on adjacent properties and

the community?

6. What are the anticipated negative impacts or affect your project will have on adjacent properties?

How will you mitigate these impacts?

7. Provide specific information on landscaping, parking, type of signs and lighting, and all other code

requirements pertinent to the type of use being purposed.  Show and indicate these requirements on

submitted drawings with the application.

7
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Washoe County Planning and Building 
SPECIAL USE PERMITS APPLICATION SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION 

8. Are there any restrictive covenants, recorded conditions, or deed restrictions (CC&Rs) that apply to

the area subject to the special use permit request?  (If so, please attach a copy.)

 Yes  No

9. Utilities:

a. Sewer Service

b. Electrical Service

c. Telephone Service

d. LPG or Natural Gas Service

e. Solid Waste Disposal Service

f. Cable Television Service

g. Water Service

For most uses, Washoe County Code, Chapter 110, Article 422, Water and Sewer Resource 

Requirements, requires the dedication of water rights to Washoe County.  Please indicate the type 

and quantity of water rights you have available should dedication be required. 

h. Permit # acre-feet per year 

i. Certificate # acre-feet per year 

j. Surface Claim # acre-feet per year 

k. Other # acre-feet per year 

Title of those rights (as filed with the State Engineer in the Division of Water Resources of the 

Department of Conservation and Natural Resources). 

10. Community Services (provided and nearest facility):

a. Fire Station

b. Health Care Facility

c. Elementary School

d. Middle School

e. High School

f. Parks

g. Library

h. Citifare Bus Stop

8
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Washoe County Planning and Building 
SPECIAL USE PERMITS APPLICATION GRADING SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION 

Special Use Permit Application 
for Grading 

Supplemental Information 
 (All required information may be separately attached) 

1. What is the purpose of the grading?

2. How many cubic yards of material are you proposing to excavate on site?

3. How many square feet of surface of the property are you disturbing?

4. How many cubic yards of material are you exporting or importing?  If none, how are you managing to

balance the work on-site?

5. Is it possible to develop your property without surpassing the grading thresholds requiring a Special

Use Permit?  (Explain fully your answer.)

6. Has any portion of the grading shown on the plan been done previously?  (If yes, explain the

circumstances, the year the work was done, and who completed the work.)

7. Have you shown all areas on your site plan that are proposed to be disturbed by grading?  (If no,

explain your answer.)

9
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Washoe County Planning and Building 
SPECIAL USE PERMITS APPLICATION GRADING SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION 

8. Can the disturbed area be seen from off-site?  If yes, from which directions and which properties or

roadways?

9. Could neighboring properties also be served by the proposed access/grading requested (i.e. if you

are creating a driveway, would it be used for access to additional neighboring properties)?

10. What is the slope (horizontal/vertical) of the cut and fill areas proposed to be?  What methods will be

used to prevent erosion until the revegetation is established?

11. Are you planning any berms?

Yes No If yes, how tall is the berm at its highest? 

12. If your property slopes and you are leveling a pad for a building, are retaining walls going to be

required?  If so, how high will the walls be and what is their construction (i.e. rockery, concrete,

timber, manufactured block)?

13. What are you proposing for visual mitigation of the work?

14. Will the grading proposed require removal of any trees?  If so, what species, how many and of what

size?

15. What type of revegetation seed mix are you planning to use and how many pounds per acre do you

intend to broadcast?  Will you use mulch and, if so, what type?

10
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Washoe County Planning and Building 
SPECIAL USE PERMITS APPLICATION GRADING SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION 

16. How are you providing temporary irrigation to the disturbed area?

17. Have you reviewed the revegetation plan with the Washoe Storey Conservation District?  If yes, have

you incorporated their suggestions?

18. Are there any restrictive covenants, recorded conditions, or deed restrictions (CC&Rs) that may

prohibit the requested grading?

Yes No If yes, please attach a copy. 

11
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Note: If the SUP approval is for a project of regional significance, then the Regional Planning Commission and/or 
the Regional Planning Governing Board must take final action on the project before a permit for 
development or use of the property pursuant to the SUP shall be issued. 

 

This flowchart is an overview of this development application process and is not intended to be a comprehensive guide.  Please 
refer to the Development Code Article shown above for more complete information about the application, to include specifics on 
notice, internal and external agency review. 
 

Special Use Permit (SUP) – Article 810 

 

 

 

Initiation of SUP by property owner or by 
Board of County Commissioners (BCC) 

Planning Commission (PC), Board of 
Adjustment (BOA), or hearing examiner 
reviews SUP (established through Article 

302) 

A: BCC hears 
appeal of SUP 

BCC reverses or 
modifies appeal, 
and decision is 
final subject to 
judicial review 

BCC upholds 
appeal, and 

decision is final 
subject to 

judicial review 

Notice provided 
10 days prior to 
public hearing 

BCC hearing 
scheduled 

within 60 days 
of filing of 

appeal 

PC, BOA, or hearing examiner approves, 
or approves with modifications, SUP 

request with or without conditions of 
approval (See Note) 

Public hearing held 
within 65 days of 

acceptance of 
completed application 

PC, BOA, or hearing examiner takes action 
on proposed SUP no later than 95 days 

after acceptance of completed application 

PC, BOA, or hearing examiner denies SUP 
request 

Denial of 
SUP is not 
appealed 

and is final 

Denial of 
SUP is 

appealed 
to BCC 

Approval of 
SUP is 

appealed to 
BCC (See A) 

Action on SUP 
application is 

effective upon 
expiration of 
appeal period 

SUP expires at 
the time 

specified in 
permit or, if 

not specified, 
two years 

from approval 
date 
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Project Description 

Dodge Flat Solar II Project 
JULY 2024 

Submitted by: 

Dodge Flat Energy Center, LLC 

700 Universe Boulevard 

Juno Beach, Florida 33408 
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Acronyms and Abbreviations 

Acronym/Abbreviation Definition 

AC Alternating Current 

Applicant Dodge Flat Energy Center, LLC 

BESS Battery Energy Storage System 

BLM U.S. Bureau of Land Management 

DC Direct Current 

DFSEC Dodge Flat Solar Energy Center 

FLPMA Federal Land Policy Management Act 

gen-tie line generation tie line 

kV kilovolt 

MW megawatt 

NEER NextEra Energy Resources, LLC 

NEPA National Environmental Policy Act 

Solar PEIS Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement for Solar Energy Development in 

Six Southwestern States 

Solar PEIS ROD Approved Resource Management Plan Amendments/Record of Decision for 

Solar Energy Development in Six Southwestern States 

PD project description 

Project Dodge Flat Solar II Project 

PV photovoltaic 

ROD Record of Decision 

ROW Right-Of-Way 
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1 Introduction 

The Dodge Flat Solar II Project (Project) is a photovoltaic (PV) electricity-generating facility that is composed of arrays 

of single-axis tracking solar panels, a Battery Energy Storage System (BESS), and associated ancillary facilities (e.g., 

collection lines and inverters). The Project is proposed by Dodge Flat Energy Center, LLC (Applicant). The Project will 

have a nameplate capacity of up to 200 megawatts. An interconnection to the electrical grid will be accomplished 

via a new on-site substation and interconnection to the Nevada Energy 345-kilovolt (kV) Olinghouse Substation, 

which was recently constructed and in-serviced as a part of the Applicant’s adjacent Dodge Flat Solar Energy Center 

(DFSEC) Project. The Applicant proposes to construct, operate, and decommission the PV electricity-generating 

facility for an anticipated 30-year operational life of the Project pursuant to a Title V Federal Lands Policy and 

Management Act of 1976 ROW from BLM. 

The Project as described in this Project Description (PD) is a solar facility with associated linear features on 

approximately 500 acres of BLM-managed lands. At this time, the Applicant is considering up to approximately 

1,042 acres of private lands to support the Project (Figure 1, Proposed Project Lands under Consideration; see 

Appendix A).  

1.1 Description of Facility 

The Project would use a single-axis tracking system and may use various PV panel technologies, including, but not 

limited to, crystalline silicon panels, cadmium telluride panels, bifacial panels, or copper indium gallium selenide 

panels. The nameplate capacity of the entire facility would be up to 200 megawatts and could be constructed in 

phases. In addition to the PV facilities, the project will construct and operate a 200 MW-4hr battery storage system 

co-located with a Project-specific substation. The Project would produce approximately 565,000 megawatt hours a 

year of clean, renewable energy. 

The technologies that would be used at the Project have been proven at many solar facilities in the United States 

and globally. 

The Applicant intends to construct, operate, and decommission the following components associated with the PV facility: 

▪ Main generation area―PV arrays, inverters, collection system, and access ways

▪ Alternating current (AC)coupled BESS

▪ Collector system

▪ Internal roads

▪ Project substation

▪ Access roads

▪ Generation tie line (gen-tie line)

▪ Meteorological station

▪ Site security, fencing, and lighting
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1.2 General Facility Description, Design, and Operation 

1.2.1 Project Location, Land Ownership, and Jurisdiction 

The Project is located on federal lands administered by BLM and adjacent private lands and is located in Washoe 

County, Nevada. Federal lands administered by BLM are within the jurisdiction of the BLM Carson City District Office 

and Sierra Front Field Office. 

Section 1.2.2, Legal Land Description of Facility, provides the legal land descriptions for these federal lands that 

would be used by the proposed solar site, and Appendix A contains a map of the Project overlaid on the public 

lands survey system. 

The Project site is overall located in a solar variance area as identified in the Solar PEIS, with small portions 

excluded for being over the 5% slope criteria, for which BLM would need to consider a land use plan amendment 

to allow for solar development.  

As noted within the Solar PEIS, the variance process was designed to accommodate variances based on 

“market, technological, or site-specific factors that make a project appropriate in a non-SEZ [solar energy zone] 

area” (BLM and DOE 2012). 

The factors to be considered by BLM to proceed with processing the Project application within a solar variance area 

are as follows: 

▪ The proposed action would be in conformance with the current land use plan

▪ The proposed action would be consistent with regional level conservation, restoration, and/or

adaptation objectives

▪ The proposed action can meet the applicable programmatic design features adopted in the Solar PEIS ROD

The proposed action will minimize the need to build new roads The Project received variance concurrence from the 

Department of the Interior in December 2021. 

1.2.2 Legal Land Description of Facility 

The Project area is approximately 1,571 acres in Washoe County, Nevada, of which 500 acres would be on BLM-

administered lands and 1,071 acres would be on private lands. See Figure 1 for the location of the Project site 

overlaid with the Public Land Survey System.  

The Project is found on the Wadsworth, Nevada, U.S. Geological Survey 7.5-topographic quadrangle at 

approximately latitude/longitude 39°39′31″ N, 119°20′53″ W. The Project site is located west of the intersection 

of State Route 447 and Olinghouse Road, approximately 3.5 miles northeast of the town of Wadsworth, in 

unincorporated Washoe County, Nevada. The legal land description for the solar facility and gen-tie line on 

portions of BLM-administered public lands and private lands is as follows.1 

1 The legal description for the Project and gen-tie line is approximate and based on best available geographic information systems 

data from BLM and Washoe County. Title and survey review have not been conducted for the Project.  
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1.2.2.1 Solar Site 

Mount Diablo Meridian 

Public Lands: 

T. 20 N., R. 24 E.

Sec. 06, Lots 11 thru 18; 

T. 21 N., R. 23 E.

Sec. 24, E½SW¼NW¼;  

Sec. 36, Lots 1-7, NE¼NE ¼ and NW¼NE¼. 

Private Lands: 

T. 21 N., R. 23 E.

Sec. 24, Lot 1, NW¼NE¼, SW¼NE¼, NE¼NW¼, SE¼NW¼, NW¼SW¼, NE¼SW¼, and SE¼; 

Sec. 35, NE¼, NE¼NW¼, and NW¼NW¼;  

Sec. 36, NE¼NW¼, NW¼SE¼, NE¼SE¼, SE¼NE¼, and SW¼NE¼; 

T. 21 N., R. 24 E

Sec. 19, Lot 1; 

Sec. 30, Lots 1 thru 5. 

The areas described aggregate to approximately 1,542 acres. 

1.2.2.2 Gen-tie Line 

Mount Diablo Meridian 

Private Lands: 

T. 21 N., R. 23 E.

Sec. 23, NE¼, NE¼NW¼, SE¼NW¼, and NE¼SE¼ 

The areas described aggregate to approximately 29 acres. 

The Project would be located adjacent/contiguous to the Applicant’s DFSEC project on private and BLM-

administered lands. Additionally, where feasible, the Project would use existing ROWs authorized by BLM in the 

2019 Decision Record for the Dodge Flat Utility and Road Crossing Project (Case file number N-96241, 

Environmental Assessment DOI-BLM-NV-C020-2019-0017-EA) to support construction, operation, and 

decommissioning associated with the Project.  

1.2.3 Facility Location and Components 

The Project is found on the Wadsworth, Nevada, U.S. Geological Survey 7.5-topographic quadrangle at 

approximately latitude/longitude 39°39′31″ N, 119°20′53″ W. The Project site is located west of the intersection 
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1.2.3.7 Roads and Access  

Primary access to the Project would be along Olinghouse Road from State Route 447, the same access used for the 

DFSEC project. Depending on the lands selected for the Project, multiple access roads off Olinghouse Road may be 

needed to access solar components. Primary Project access road(s) would typically be 24 feet wide and composed of 

either 6 inches of type II class B aggregate base compacted to 95% maximum dry density or asphalt concrete. The 

Applicant also proposes to use the auxiliary access road that was approved for the DFSEC project, as needed. 

Internal access roads to the on-site substation, switching station, and energy storage system would consist of  

20-foot-wide roads with compacted gravel or dirt. Internal maintenance pathways between solar modules 

would be 16 feet wide.  

1.2.3.8 Plant Auxiliary Systems  

Plant auxiliary systems would be designed to control, protect, and support the Project and its operation. These 

systems include the lighting system and the fire protection system, as described below.  

Lighting System 

Low-elevation (less than 14-foot) controlled security lighting would be installed at primary access gates, the on-site 

substation, and the entrance to the energy storage structure(s). The lighting is only switched on when personnel 

enter the area (either motion sensor or manual activation [i.e., switch]). All safety and emergency service signs 

would be lit when the lights are on. The lighting would be shielded so that the light is directed downwards. Electrical 

power to supply the access gate and lighting would be obtained from Nevada Energy. Lighting would only be in 

areas where it is required for safety, security, or operations. All lighting would be directed on site and would include 

shielding as necessary to minimize illumination of the night sky or potential impacts to surrounding viewers.  

Fire Protection 

Fire protection would be necessary for the Project during Project construction and operations. During construction 

activities, a water truck or other portable trailer-mounted water tank would be kept on site and available to workers 

for use in extinguishing small human-made fires. 

All vehicles working on site would also carry a portable fire extinguisher.  

Project operations would typically have a low risk of introducing fires because the majority of the materials within 

the solar arrays are noncombustible (aluminum, steel, or glass) and vegetation is removed or cut short to maintain 

sufficient distance from vehicles and equipment to avoid starting fires. The fire protection systems for the Project 

operations would include portable water tanks (Buffalos) and portable fire extinguishers.  

Additional emergency response would be provided externally by local municipalities, if required. The Applicant would 

develop a Fire Management Plan in consultation with BLM. This plan would be approved by BLM and become part 

of the authorization for operations at the Project. 
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1.2.4 Temporary Construction Workspace, Yards, and 
Staging Areas 

A temporary staging area for construction laydown and parking would be established within the Project area. Temporary 

staging areas would include fenced parking, covered trash disposal facilities, construction trailers, a laydown area, and 

sufficient portable toilets and potable water for use by the construction staff. Mobile trailers, modular offices, or an 

equivalent would be used as construction offices for NextEra Energy Resources, LLC (NEER) and subcontractor 

personnel. During construction, temporary utilities would be provided for the construction offices, laydown area, and 

Project area. Prior to the availability of permanent distribution power, temporary construction power would be provided 

by Valley Electric Association or would come from temporary diesel generators located in the staging area. Temporary 

lighting would be provided and strategically located to ensure safety and security of the construction area. 

The following site services would be provided by the Applicant or its contractors: 

▪ Environmental, health, and safety training

▪ Site security

▪ Site first-aid station

▪ Construction and testing

▪ Site fire protection and extinguisher maintenance

▪ Furnishing and servicing of sanitary facilities

▪ Trash collection and disposal

▪ Disposal of hazardous materials and waste in accordance with local, state, and federal regulations

Construction materials such as concrete, pipe, wire and cable, fuels, reinforcing steel, small tools, and consumables 

would be delivered to the site by truck as needed. Access to the Project construction site would be controlled for 

personnel and vehicles. The fence that would protect the site after full build-out would be installed after grading is 

complete but before large components are brought onto the site for assembly and installation. During the initial 

grading, equipment would be stored overnight and during weekends and holidays in a secure, fenced, and gated 

equipment storage area within the future footprint of the solar field. This area would be moved periodically to allow 

for completion of grading across the site. 

All temporary disturbance areas would be restored in accordance with the BLM-approved Site Restoration and 

Revegetation Plan. 

1.2.5 Geotechnical Studies, Pile Testing, and Data Needs 

To determine soil and geology suitability, a geotechnical analysis is needed prior to commencing detailed engineering 

design for the Project. Geotechnical investigations would be performed to identify subsurface conditions, which would 

dictate much of the design specifications of the roads, underground trenching, and electrical grounding systems as 

well as the structural design, racking, substation, and t-line structures. Testing also would be completed to measure 

the soil’s electrical properties to ensure proper grounding system design. The specific geotechnical testing locations 

would be determined closer to final Project engineering design.  
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1.2.6 Erosion Control and Stormwater Drainage 

Erosion would be controlled during construction by implementing a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan, as 

required by the Nevada Division of Environmental Protection, Bureau of Water Pollution Control, and Washoe County 

for projects disturbing more than 1 acre. 

1.2.7 Vegetation Treatment and Weed Management 

A Site Restoration and Revegetation Plan and an Invasive Plant Species and Noxious Weed Management Plan 

would be finalized prior to receiving a notice to proceed from BLM. The plans would include approved mitigations 

and best management practices. Infestations of non-native and invasive species would be treated in accordance 

with the Invasive Plant Species and Noxious Weed Management Plan. If needed, only BLM-approved herbicides 

would be used within the Project area (BLM 2016). Any use of specific herbicides would be outlined in the 

Invasive Plant Species and Noxious Weed Management Plan and approved by BLM through the Pesticide Use 

Proposal in the Pesticide Management Plan. 

 

1.2.8 Health and Safety Plan 

A Health and Safety Plan would be developed prior to receiving the notice to proceed from BLM and commencement 

of construction of the Project. The Health and Safety Plan would be implemented during construction of the Project 

and would include written safety programs and procedures, a hearing conservation program, a respiratory 

protection program, fall protection procedures, hot work procedures, heavy equipment procedures, and others. An 

Emergency Response Plan would designate responsibilities and actions to be taken in the event of an emergency 

during construction of the Project. 
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2 Construction of Facilities 

The Applicant plans to select a qualified engineering, procurement, and construction contractor for the construction 

of the Project. The construction team would mobilize as soon as possible after Project approval and issuance of a 

notice to proceed from BLM. Site access would be controlled for personnel and vehicles. A security fence would 

be installed around the plant site boundary, including the laydown area. Security would be maintained as required 

by the engineering, procurement, and construction contractor or a suitable subcontractor to maintain public safety. 

2.1 Construction Process and Schedule 

The solar field on federal lands managed by BLM would cover approximately 500 acres of the Project area (see 

Appendix A, Figure 1). For the acreage, general dimensions, and a description of the Project on BLM-managed lands, 

refer to Section 1.2, General Facility Description, Design, and Operation. 

2.1.1 Construction Process 

The following subsections describe civil/structural features of the Project. The Project would be designed in 

accordance with the latest edition of the International Building Code, state and local requirements, and applicable 

wind and seismic criteria for the Project location. The engineering, procurement, and construction of the Project 

would be performed under multiple contracts. Project construction would be undertaken in a sequential approach 

in accordance with a Construction Plan, which would be developed and finalized prior to the start of construction in 

conjunction with the selected contractors. As discussed in Section 1.2.4, Temporary Construction Workspace, 

Yards, and Staging Areas, temporary construction laydown and parking areas would be included in the Project area. 

With the exception of linear facilities, construction laydown would remain within the overall Project footprint. 

2.1.1.1 Construction Schedule, Personnel, and Equipment 

Preconstruction activities are anticipated to commence during the second quarter of 2025 and continue through 

the third quarter of 2025. The Project is intended to be constructed in a single phase; however, it may be developed 

in multiple phases depending on pending power purchase agreements. The total construction duration, assuming 

a single phase, is planned to take no more than 18 months from notice to proceed to final connection and 

commissioning. If multiple phases are constructed, total construction length would be extended. It is anticipated 

that the work would be completed in 8- to 10-hour shifts, with a total of five shifts per week (Monday–Friday). 

Overtime and weekend work would be used only as necessary to meet scheduled milestones or accelerate schedule 

and would comply with all applicable Nevada labor laws.  

During Project construction, the construction workforce would largely be recruited from within Washoe County or 

adjacent counties. Certain non-local specialty trade workers supporting proprietary plant equipment, components, 

and construction processes may also be employed on a short-term basis during construction. 

The on-site workforce would consist of laborers, craftsmen, supervisory personnel, supply personnel, and 

construction management personnel. The on-site workforce is expected to reach its peak of approximately 

500 individuals with an average construction-related on-site workforce of 200–300 individuals, which is in addition 

to any cultural, biological, and/or tribal monitors required on site. 
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Generally, construction work schedules are expected to be 10 hours per day 5 days a week. Typically, the workday 

would consist of shifts beginning as early as 5:00 a.m. and ending as late as 7:00 p.m. The work schedule may be 

modified throughout the year to account for the changing weather conditions. For instance, during hot weather, it 

may be necessary to start work earlier to avoid pouring concrete during high ambient temperatures or for the health 

safety of workers. Additional hours or nighttime work may be necessary to make up schedule deficiencies, or to 

complete critical construction activities (e.g., PV block construction, foundation pouring, component installation, 

testing, or working around time-critical shutdowns and constraints). During the startup phase of the Project, some 

activities might be performed over the weekend.  

2.1.2 Construction and Operation Transportation Needs 

Access to the site for construction and operations would be via Olinghouse Road. 

For a 200 MW project, the peak daily construction employees would be approximately 500 daily. In addition to the 

500 maximum daily workers traveling to the site, there would be up to 116 truck trips per day at peak construction 

activity (when trenching and system installation phases overlap). A total of up to 616 trips per day are anticipated 

during peak construction activities, assuming a worst-case scenario whereby no carpooling occurs, though it is likely 

that carpooling would occur. 

Delivery of materials and supplies would reach the site via on-road truck delivery via State Route 447 and the 

Project access road. The majority of the truck deliveries would be for the PV system installation and any aggregate 

material that may be required for road base.  

The heaviest delivery loads to the site would consist of the panels, tracker structures, rock truck deliveries, and the 

generator step up. These loads would typically be limited to a total weight of 80,000 pounds, with a cargo load of 

approximately 25 tons or 50,000 pounds of rock or tracker structures. The generator step up could be up to 

160,000 pounds. Typically, the rock is delivered in “bottom dump trucks” or “transfer trucks” with six axles, and 

the tracker structures would be delivered on traditional flatbed trucks with a minimum of five axles. Low-bed 

transport trucks would transport the construction equipment to the site as needed. The size of the low-bed truck 

(number of axles for weight distribution) would depend on the equipment transported. 

Truck and worker vehicle traffic would be managed according to a Construction Traffic Control Plan to be 

prepared by the engineering, procurement, and construction contractor and in coordination with the Nevada 

Department of Transportation. 

2.1.3 Civil Works Description 

2.1.3.1 Site Preparation, Surveying, and Staking 

Prior to the commencement of construction, a land surveyor would obtain or calculate benchmark data, grades, 

and alignment from plan information and provide control staking to establish the alignments, benchmarks, and 

elevations. Surveying would be completed by a surveyor licensed to perform work in the State of Nevada. The 

detailed design documents would furnish data for the horizontal and vertical control points and horizontal 

alignments, profiles, and elevations. During construction, the surveyor would reestablish and set additional control 

points to maintain the horizontal and vertical control points as needed. Construction signage and flagging would 

follow the procedures outlined in the Signage and Flagging Plan. 
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2.1.3.2 Site Preparation, Vegetation Removal and Treatment, Clearing, 
and Grading 

It is the Applicant’s goal to minimize removal of vegetation and disturbance of the existing soil surface where feasible.  

Because the Project site is fairly level, grading is expected to be minor in most instances. However, grading would 

occur throughout the site, especially for the construction of the substation, battery storage system, roads, and 

inverter pads. This would be accomplished with scrapers, motor graders, water trucks, dozers, and compaction 

equipment. The PV modules would be off-loaded and installed using small cranes, boom trucks, forklifts, rubber-

tired loaders, rubber-tired backhoes, and other small- to medium-sized construction equipment, as needed. 

Construction equipment would be delivered to the site on low-bed trucks unless the equipment can be driven to the 

site (for example, the boom trucks).  

Vegetation on the site would be modified only where necessary. Vegetation would be removed where gravel roads 

would be constructed, where fill would be placed from grading operations, where buildings would be constructed, 

and where transmission pole and tracker foundations would be installed (if necessary). At locations where 

transmission pole and tracker foundations would be installed, minor cuts may be required where the foundations 

would be driven. Minor earth work would also occur to install aggregate base access roads and transmission line 

maintenance roads. The surface of the roads would be at grade to allow any water to sheet flow across the site 

as it currently does. Throughout the remainder of the developed area on the solar and energy storage site, the 

vegetation root mass would generally be left in place to help maintain existing drainage patterns on a micro level, 

and to assist in erosion control. During construction of the solar and energy storage facility, it is expected that most 

of the vegetation would be cut, trimmed, or flattened as necessary, but otherwise undisturbed so that 

reestablishment is possible. 

2.1.3.3 Major Equipment Installation 

Construction of the tracker/mounting assemblies may be conducted in a single area, and then the assemblies 

would be transported to the proper location and placed on the pre-installed supports. Alternatively, the array 

assembly may occur at the installation point. Final assembly typically involves tractors and forklifts to place the 

tracker/mounts onto the support structures. During this work, there would be multiple crews working the site with 

vehicles, including special vehicles for transporting the arrays. 

The tracker/mount installations would be constructed using driven steel posts or possibly concrete foundations if 

required. As the solar arrays are installed, the balance of the plant would be constructed concurrently. Within the 

solar fields, the electrical and instrumentation/control wiring would be installed in underground trenches. The wiring 

would be run to the location of the solar field controls, and the circuits would be checked. 

Each subarea would be connected using underground 34.5 kV collection lines parallel and adjacent to the subarea 

access roads. Electrical collection lines would likely be installed within the access road corridor, using direct bury 

methods, although conduit could be used in some situations. It is anticipated that construction will require 

temporary disturbance for the subarea access roads/34.5 kV collection lines.  

The construction of the Project substation would begin early in the construction process. Heavy foundations and 

equipment pads would be constructed using trenching machines, compactors, concrete trucks and pumpers, 
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vibrators, forklifts, boom trucks, and large cranes. Similar to site grading and excavation, appropriate dust 

abatement measures would be identified in a Fugitive Dust Control Plan.  

2.1.4 Gen-Tie Line  

The gen-tie line would be constructed from the on-site Project substation and continue east into the adjacent DFSEC 

site and would interconnect at the DFSEC’s Olinghouse Substation. The proposed gen-tie line ROW would be 

approximately 120 feet wide and 1 mile long. The overhead 345 kV gen-tie line would be constructed on stand 

alone, single, or double circuit structures standing approximately 100 to 120 feet in height. 

2.1.5 Gravel, Aggregate, and Concrete Needs and Sources 

Minimal concrete would be required for construction of the foundations, equipment pads, and other facilities. The 

site will have a contained concrete washout. The primary material required for construction is gravel and aggregate 

for road construction. Concrete would be supplied from commercially available sources produced in the nearby 

communities, most likely Fernley, Sparks, or Reno. Temporary batch-plant activities are not expected to occur on 

site. 

2.1.6 Water Use 

Water consumption during construction would be utilized for dust suppression and earthwork over an approximately 

24-month period. Construction water would be provided by on-site groundwater through up to three existing wells. 

An on-site diesel generator may be used to power pumps for well water use during construction. During construction, 

water would be pumped directly into 2,000- to 4,000-gallon tank water trucks. Water may be stored in temporary, 

approximately 12,000-gallon water storage towers/tanks (up to 16 feet tall) and/or retention basins, to assist in 

the availability of water for trucks and expedient filling thereof. The existing wells on site that would not be used 

would be capped in place in accordance with Washoe County requirements. 

2.1.7 Waste and Hazardous Materials Management 

2.1.7.1 Solid and Non-Hazardous Waste 

Construction of the Project would generate non-hazardous solid wastes typical of power generation or other 

industrial facilities. Produced wastes would include oily rags, worn or broken metal and machine parts, defective or 

broken electrical materials, other scrap metal and plastic, insulation material, empty containers, paper, glass, and 

other miscellaneous solid wastes, including the typical refuse generated by workers. These materials would be 

disposed of by means of contracted refuse collection and recycling services. Waste collection and disposal would 

occur in accordance with applicable regulatory requirements to minimize health and safety effects. 

2.1.7.2 Hazardous Chemicals 

Hazardous materials that would be used during construction include gasoline, diesel fuel, oil, lubricants, and small 

quantities of solvents and paints. The Project would implement industry standard techniques for the shipping, 

handling, maintenance, and storage of the batteries, which would be outlined within the Spill Prevention, Control, 

and Countermeasures Plan, if needed. During construction, all hazardous materials would be stored on site in 
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storage tanks/vessels/containers that are specifically designed for the characteristics of the materials to be stored. 

The storage facilities would include secondary containment in case of tank/vessel failure. 

2.1.7.3 Hazardous Solid and Liquid Wastes 

Small quantities of hazardous liquid wastes would be generated during construction and operation of the Project. 

Hazardous wastes generated during the construction phase would occur as a result of the use of substances such 

as paint and primer, thinners, and solvents. 

A Waste and Hazardous Materials Management Plan would be developed during design and would detail the 

procedures for solid and hazardous waste amendment during construction and operation of the Project. 

2.1.8 Cleanup and Site Reclamation 

Construction sites, material storage yards, and access roads would be kept in an orderly condition throughout the 

entirety of the construction period. Approved enclosed refuse containers would be used throughout the Project 

area. Disturbances to vegetation and soils would be carefully planned and minimized during construction. The post-

construction ROW would be restored in accordance with all BLM requirements. All practical means would be made 

to restore the land to its original natural contours. 
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3 Related Facilities and Systems 

3.1 Transmission System Interconnect 

3.1.1 Ancillary Facilities and Substations 

The Project would require the construction of a new, approximately 600 × 600–foot substation on private 

lands within the Project area. This Project substation could be larger, depending on the interconnection 

agreement, since a loop-in to an existing line would require a larger footprint. The switchyard would be a series 

of 34.5 kV breakers for collection of power from the solar field, a common bus, and a step-up transformer. The 

Project substation would use tubular aluminum alloy bus. Tube, cables, and support structures would meet all 

electrical and mechanical design requirements. Instrument transformers (current and capacitive voltage 

transformers) would be included for protection. Shield wires and lightning arrestors would be included to 

protect switching station equipment and personnel against lightning strikes. Final Project substation 

equipment would be determined during final engineering of the proposed interconnection. 

3.1.2 Status of Power Purchase Agreement 

The Project is actively in negotiations to finalize a power purchase agreement with an expected commercial 

operation date of June of 2027. 

3.1.3 Status of Interconnection Agreement 

Type of Interconnection Service 

Network Resource Interconnection Service 

Generating Facility Capacity   

200 MW net at the Point of Interconnection 

Point of Interconnection  

The Point of Interconnection will be the point where the Interconnection Customer’s owned 345 kV gen-tie line from 

the project substation to the Transmission Provider’s existing 345 kV Olinghouse Substation.  

Point of Change of Ownership   

The Point of Change of Ownership will be the point where the Interconnection Customer’s 345 kV transmission lead 

line terminates on the Transmission Provider-owned Point of Change of Ownership Structure located adjacent to 

the Olinghouse 345 kV Substation land grant area. 

Nominal Delivery Voltage  
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345 kV 

Metering Voltage  

Interconnection provider will meter at the 345 kV side.  

3.2 Other Related Systems 

3.2.1 Communications System Requirements 

The Project requires a supervisory control and data acquisition system to keep track of the plant, control production, 

respond to demands on the grid, and be able to take the plant offline quickly if required for grid operation or safety 

reasons. A supervisory control and data acquisition system collects data from various sensors throughout the plant, 

then sends the data to a central computer, which then manages and controls the data. It also refers to that part of 

the system that communicates with the rest of the grid. To comply with the grid interconnect, the Project must 

provide redundant communications to the plant. Technology is changing rapidly in the field of plant control 

communications, but for the purposes of this PD, the Applicant assumes that some kind of physical connection 

would be needed and plans to install it overhead on the proposed transmission line. The system would be used 

entirely by the Project and would have no third-party uses. 
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4 Operations and Maintenance 

 

4.1 Operations Staff and Vehicles 

The Project would construct an operations and maintenance building located near the substation and battery 

storage system. The Project will be staffed by up to two operations personnel during the site’s daytime working 

hours. Operations personnel will work a single daytime shift, Monday through Friday. When the solar facility is not 

fully staffed, it will be remotely monitored via a SCADA system. Under emergency conditions, facility staff will be 

notified and will return to the facility, as required. Specialty personnel may also be located on-site during non-

working hours to perform specific maintenance functions as required.  

Operations and maintenance vehicles would include 0.75-ton pickup trucks and small utility vehicles to perform 

on-site welding, lubricating, and other maintenance activities. In addition, flatbed trucks, dump trucks, and front-

end loaders may be present on site at various times. Heavy-haul transport equipment would be brought to the site 

as needed for any major maintenance or equipment repair or replacement. 

4.2 Operations and Maintenance Activities 

Based on data from PV plant operations across the state, it is not anticipated that panel washing will be needed.  

Vegetation would be maintained on site through a combination of mowing and herbicide application. Areas that 

were mowed during construction would be maintained at a height of approximately 12 inches, which would be 

trimmed once or twice a year, as necessary. Equipment includes a commercial-sized raised deck mower, or similar. 

A bush hog or similar typically is not needed but could be used in limited areas if vegetation becomes thick. 

Herbicide application would be applied following the BLM-approved Pesticide Use Proposal in the Pesticide 

Management Plan. 

Road maintenance would be performed as needed. Paved roads would be swept, sealed, and/or overlaid as needed 

to preserve the asphalt surface from degradation. Potholes or damage to the road would be repaired as soon as 

practical. Grading and drainage would be maintained for gravel and earthen roads. Water would be applied, as 

required, to limit fugitive dust. 

Substation structures will be inspected regularly from the ground for corrosion, misalignment, and foundation 

condition. Ground inspection will include the inspection of hardware, insulator keys, and conductors. This inspection 

will also check conductors and fixtures for corrosion, breaks, broken insulators, and bad splices. Electric lines, 

support systems, and instrumentation and controls will also be inspected regularly to ensure their safe, efficient, 

and economical operation. 

Battery systems have an initial right-size capacity (this includes auxiliary loads and losses) to deliver nameplate 

energy beginning the first day of operation. In order to maintain the same level of nameplate energy throughout the 

duration of the agreement, it is necessary to add new batteries in order to compensate for degradation of the initial 

batteries. The  dedicated BESS area would be constructed to allow for the addition of new batteries as necessary. 
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Periodic addition to the number of batteries onsite is expected as often as every 5 years based on usage and 

quarterly inspections. Inspections of the batteries would be performed as part of the preventive maintenance 

program. Spent batteries would be recycled or disposed of off site in accordance with 40 CFR 273.2 and 40 CFR 

266. 

Electric lines, support systems, and instrumentation and controls would be inspected regularly to ensure the safe, 

efficient, and economical operation of the Project. 

4.3 Water Use and Waste Management 

4.3.1 Water Use 

Construction water and operational water for periodic dust control and maintenance would be provided by on-site 

groundwater through up to three existing wells.  

4.4 Waste and Hazardous Materials Management 

Project wastes would include wastewater, non-hazardous solid waste, hazardous solid waste, and hazardous liquid 

waste. A variety of safety-related plans and programs would be developed and implemented during Project 

construction and operations to ensure safe handling, storage, and use of hazardous materials. Plant personnel would 

be supplied with appropriate personal protective equipment and would be properly trained in the use of this equipment 

and the handling, use, and cleanup of hazardous materials used at the facility, as well as procedures to be followed 

in the event of a leak or spill. Adequate supplies of appropriate cleanup materials would be stored on site. 

4.4.1 Solid and Non-Hazardous Waste 

Construction, operation, and maintenance of the Project would generate non-hazardous solid wastes typical of 

power generation or other industrial facilities. The plant wastes that are produced would include oily rags, worn or 

broken metal and machine parts, defective or broken electrical materials, other scrap metal and plastic, insulation 

material, empty containers, paper, glass, and other miscellaneous solid wastes including the typical refuse 

generated by workers. These materials would be disposed by means of contracted refuse collection and recycling 

services. Waste collection and disposal would be in accordance with applicable regulatory requirements to minimize 

health and safety effects.  

4.4.2 Hazardous Chemicals 

During operations, hazardous materials such as fuel (diesel), hydraulic fluid, and/or transformer oil that may be 

used at the facility would not be stored on-site. Crews would have appropriate spill containment equipment when 

hazardous materials are in use during operations activities. 

Chemicals and hazardous materials related to the BESS are described in Section 5.5 below. 
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4.4.3 Hazardous Solid and Liquid Wastes 

Small quantities of hazardous wastes would be generated during construction and operation of the Project. 

Hazardous solid and liquid waste streams generated during operations include substances such as used hydraulic 

fluids, oils, greases, filters, and others, as well as spent cleaning solutions and spent batteries. A Waste and 

Hazardous Materials Management Plan and a Spill Prevention, Control, and Countermeasures Plan would be 

developed and implemented in accordance with all federal and state requirements prior to the start of Project 

construction. 
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Dodge Flat II Solar Energy Project 1 

Attachment A 
Dodge Flat Solar II Project APNs 

APN Ownership Owner Name Use Parcel Acreage 

079-150-21 BLM United States of America Solar Field 20.00 

079-150-20 Private Dodge Flat Energy Center, LLC Solar Field 80.00 

079-150-19 Private The Fort Churchill Corporation Solar Field 80.00 

079-150-17 Private Cowles 1982 Trust 

Robert I. Cowles, Jr. 

The Farnandez Trust 

Virginia Vierra Trust 

Solar Field 301.20 

079-180-14 Private  Dodge Flat Solar, LLC Solar Field 38.09 

079-180-50 Private Cowles 1982 Trust 

Robert I. Cowles, Jr. 

The Farnandez Trust 

Virginia Vierra Trust 

Solar Field 208.07 

079-150-08 Private New Nevada Lands, LLC Solar Field 640.00 

079-150-47 BLM United States of America Solar Field 283.58 

079-150-07 Private Nathaniel Ray Johnson Solar Field 40.00 

079-150-06 BLM United States of America Solar Field 80.00 

079-150-04 Private Douglas & Denise Larned Family Trust Solar Field 80.00 

079-150-02 Private Jeremy James Hice Solar Field 40.00 

079-150-01 Private Elizabeth Heyer Charitable Trust Solar Field 40.00 

084-040-07 BLM United States of America Solar Field 651.31 

079-150-58 Private Dodge Flat Solar, LLC Gen-tie 592.20 

 

Please refer to Appendix A of the Project Description for figures/maps of the Proposed Project. 
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Request for Waivers 

Additional information for the SUP Application, Supplemental Information, Box 7. 

 

The Dodge Flat Solar II Project is requesting the following waivers in relation to parking, landscaping, and 

lighting: 

• Landscaping waiver: Ornamental landscaping standards - Washoe County Code Chapter 110, 

Article 412, Landscaping 

• Parking waiver: Parking and paving standards - Article 412, Parking and Loading for parking 

areas, driveways and maneuvering areas. 

• Lighting waiver: As described in the attached Project Description, lighting would consist of low-

elevation (less than 14-foot) controlled security lighting installed at primary access gates, the on-

site substation, and the entrance to the energy storage structure(s). The lighting is only switched 

on when personnel enter the area (either motion sensor or manual activation [i.e., switch]). All 

safety and emergency service signs would be lit when the lights are on. The lighting would be 

shielded so that the light is directed downwards. Lighting would only be in areas where it is required 

for safety, security, or operations. All lighting would be directed on site and would include shielding 

as necessary to minimize illumination of the night sky or potential impacts to surrounding viewers. 

Based on the limited lighting planned, the Applicant will withdraw its request for waiver for lighting 

requirements. 
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MEMORANDUM 

 

At the request of the County, the Applicant (Dodge Flat Energy Center, LLC) is providing a copy of the Biological 

Evaluation completed for the Dodge Flat Solar II Project. Comments provided by the County on the Biological 

Evaluation provided in the previous submittal have been addressed in this updated document.  

Since the completion of the updates to the Biological Evaluation, NV Energy identified the Olinghouse Substation 

bay that the Dodge Flat Solar II Project generation tie-in line (gen-tie) would connect; this required adjusting the 

gen-tie alignment (wholly located on private lands). Approximately 0.36-mile of the gen-tie line moved 750 feet east 

(as shown in Figure 1 provided with the Project Description attachment) from the original alignment of the gen-tie 

line that is analyzed in this Biological Evaluation. The revised gen-tie alignment more closely follows the existing 

Dodge Flat Solar Energy Center fence line and reduces the overall gen-tie alignment length from 1.3 miles to 1 mile.  

The Applicant will complete supplemental biological surveys prior to initiation of Project construction to field verify 

the existing conditions of the adjusted section of the gen-tie line. Appropriate applicant proposed measures will 

also be incorporated into the Project NEPA environmental document to ensure minimization or avoidance of any 

identified sensitive biological or cultural resources.  
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1 Introduction 
Dodge Flat Energy Center, LLC proposes to construct and operate the Dodge Flat Solar Energy Center II Project 
(Project) on properties consisting of approximately 1,575 acres in total (Project area; Figure 1, Vicinity). The Project 
is a photovoltaic electricity-generating facility that is composed of arrays of single-axis tracking solar panels, a 
battery energy storage system, and associated ancillary facilities (e.g., collection lines and inverters). The Project 
will have a capacity of up to 200 megawatts. An interconnection to the electrical grid will be accomplished via a 
new on-site substation and interconnection to the Nevada Energy 345-kilovolt Olinghouse Substation, which was 
constructed in 2022 as a part of the adjacent Dodge Flat Solar Energy Center I Project. The Project will be 
constructed, operated, and then decommissioned after an anticipated 30-year operational life pursuant to a Title 
V Federal Lands Policy and Management Act of 1976 right-of-way (ROW) from Bureau of Land Management (BLM).  

The project area is located on both private lands and BLM lands located west of State Route 447 and immediately 
adjacent to the Dodge Flat Solar Energy Center I. The Study Area analyzed herein is approximately 1,575 acres 
consisting of the entire 1,504.06-acre Project area, and a 31.41-acre generation tie (gen-tie) line corridor to the 
Olinghouse Substation (Table 1).  

Table 1. Land Ownership in the Study Area 

Ownership Project Area (acres) 
Gen-Tie 250-foot Buffer 
(acres) Total (acres) 

BLM 499.11 0 499.11 
Private  1,043.98 31.41 1,076.00 

Total 1,543.09 31.41 1,574.50 
 

The scope of work for this BE included: 

 review of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) species list for the Study Area (Appendix A; 
USFWS 2023); 

 review of the BLM sensitive species list for the Nevada, focusing on those deemed sensitive for the Carson 
City Field Office; 

 review of the Nevada Natural Heritage Program (NNHP) and the Nevada Department of Wildlife (NDOW) 
occurrence records for special-status species near the Study Area (Appendix A); 

 vegetation mapping of the Study Area 

 evaluation of the potential for the species listed in this report to occur in the Study Area; and 

 preliminary assessment of the Project to adversely affect species with potential to occur in the Study Area.  
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2 Project Setting  

2.1 Project Description 

The Study Area includes the approximately 1,543.09-acre Project area and an additional 31.40-acre gen-tie line buffer 
area. The Study Area is located on the Wadsworth, Nevada, U.S. Geological Survey 7.5- topographic quadrangle at 
approximately latitude/longitude 39° 39′ 31″ N/119° 20′ 53″ W. The Study Area is located west of the 
intersection of State Route 447 and Olinghouse Road, approximately 3.5 miles northeast of the town of Wadsworth, 
in unincorporated Washoe County, Nevada. Elevation ranges between approximately 4,000 and 4,400 feet above 
mean sea level (Figure 1, Project Area and Figure 2, Project Location). 

Primary access to the Project would be along Olinghouse Road from State Route 447, the same access used for 
the Dodge Flat Solar Energy Center I project. Multiple access roads off Olinghouse Road would be needed to access 
solar components during construction and operation. Primary Project access road(s) would typically be 24 feet wide 
and composed of either 6 inches of type II class B aggregate base compacted to 95% maximum dry density or 
asphalt concrete. Internal access roads to the on-site substation, switching station, and energy storage system 
would consist of 20-foot-wide roads with compacted gravel or dirt. Internal maintenance pathways between solar 
modules would be 16 feet wide; these maintenance pathways are typically not constructed with gravel or 
compacted. 

2.2 Project Design Elements  

The following project design elements have been incorporated to avoid and minimize impacts to natural resources 
including aquatic resources, vegetation, and wildlife.  

2.2.1 Erosion Control and Stormwater Drainage 

Erosion would be controlled during construction and operation by implementing a Stormwater Pollution Prevention 
Plan, as required by the Nevada Division of Environmental Protection, Bureau of Water Pollution Control, and 
Washoe County for projects disturbing more than 1 acre. 

2.2.2 Vegetation Treatment and Weed Management 

A Site Restoration and Revegetation Plan and an Invasive Plant Species and Noxious Weed Management Plan 
would be finalized prior to receiving a notice to proceed from BLM. The plans would include approved mitigations 
and best management practices. Infestations of non-native and invasive species would be treated in accordance 
with the Invasive Plant Species and Noxious Weed Management Plan. If needed, only BLM-approved herbicides 
would be used within the Project area (BLM 2016). Any use of specific herbicides would be outlined in the 
Invasive Plant Species and Noxious Weed Management Plan and approved by BLM through the Pesticide Use 
Proposal in the Pesticide Management Plan. 
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2.2.3 Sensitive Resource Avoidance 

The Project has been designed to avoid, to the maximum extent possible, sensitive resources such as aquatic 
resources and sensitive botanical resources. Solar panel placement will be designed to allow for a buffer between 
ground-disturbing activities and sensitive resources where feasible. These buffers are dependent on the resource 
and sensitivity. 

2.2.4 Site Preparation Methods 

The Applicant will utilize two main methods to prepare the site using the least impactful method that meets development, 
engineering, construction, and safety requirements. These methods may include: 

 Grading and leveling: Grading will be limited to the extent possible for permanent structures such as 
substation, BESS, O&M building and inverters, primary and secondary access roads, and gen-tie 
foundations where necessary. Some spot grading in the solar arrays may be necessary, but will be limited 
due to the use of topographic spanning racking systems. Vegetation removal within the solar arrays will be 
limited to the maximum extent necessary to install the panels. The final value of graded areas will be 
dependent on a variety of conditions, including topography, engineering, construction, design criteria, 
safety, and other site-specific conditions that require further analysis.  

 Overland travel: to the extent feasible, vehicles and equipment tires drive over existing vegetation and soils 
with no other treatment. The final amount of overland travel will depend on a variety of conditions, including 
topography, engineering, construction, design criteria, safety, and other site-specific conditions that require 
further analysis.  

2.2.5 Dust Control 

Fill will be compacted as necessary, and appropriate dust abatement measures will be implemented in accordance 
with the Project’s Dust Abatement Plan. These measures may include restriction of vehicle speeds, watering of 
active areas, watering of stockpiles, watering on roadways, track-out control at site exits, and other measures.
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3 Methods 

3.1 Literature Review and Agency Outreach 

The following resources were reviewed to determine biological resources present within the Study Area: detailed 
aerial imagery on a 1:200-scale aerial photograph (Bing Maps 2014; Google Earth 2023), the U.S. Geological Survey 
7.5-minute topographic quadrangle (USGS 2014), U.S. Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation 
Service digital general soil association map geographic information system (GIS) layer (USDA NRCS 1994), and U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency Water Program Features (EPA 2014). Additionally, Dudek reviewed occurrence 
data for federal Endangered Species Act-listed species using the USFWS Information for Planning and Consultation 
(USFWS 2022), species list by county, GIS species data received from NNHP (2022), a list of BLM special-status 
species for the Study Area region, and Nevada State sensitive species geographic information requested from the 
NDOW (Appendix A). 

3.2 Field Studies 

Dudek and Reno Biological Services conducted the following field studies for the Project to inform the BE and are 
provided in separate reports in the Appendices: 

 Aquatic Resources Delineation Report (July 2023) 

 Rare plant survey and botanical inventory (May and June 2023) 
 Bird use count (BUC) surveys (September to December 2022, April to May 2024) 

The following studies were used to inform the BE and the methodology, results and discussion are detailed in 
this report: 

 Small mammal (pale kangaroo mouse and dark kangaroo mouse) trapping (May through July 2023) 

 Burrowing owl call surveys (June through August 2023, May 2024) 

 Eagle surveys (May 2023) 

3.2.1 Eagle Surveys 

Eagle surveys were conducted following ground survey protocols adapted from section VIIC of the USFWS Interim 
Golden Eagle Monitoring protocol (Pagel et al. 2010). Potential nest habitat within a 1.0-mile buffer of the Study 
Area was identified by reviewing aerial imagery combined with on-the-ground observations. All potential nesting 
habitat within the Study Area was visually assessed from roadways or off-highway vehicle trails. The habitat that 
was verified through the visual assessment was then surveyed twice on May 31, 2023. At each survey area, 
surveyors searched for evidence of occupancy by territorial pairs for a 2- to 4-hour observation period. Within the 
Study Area, observers established observation points on selected ridges, hilltops, or other vantage points to provide 
complete coverage of the survey area. Binoculars and spotting scopes were used to search for and observe adult 
eagles as well as stick nests on utility towers and cliff faces.  
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3.2.2 Burrowing Owl Surveys 

Reno Biological Services conducted surveys for burrowing owl (Athene cunicularia) on the Study Area to determine 
detection or non-detection of the species. Survey approach was based on the BLM Nevada Statewide Wildlife Survey 
Protocols (BLM 2014). Broadcast stations, 18 in total, were distributed evenly around the Study Area to ensure 
complete coverage. FoxPro game callers broadcasted ten minutes of burrowing owl calls at each station within the 
daily windows (0.5 hours before to two hours after sunrise, and two hours before to 0.5 hours after sunset). Each 
station was surveyed three times (May, June, and the first week of August 2023 and again in April 2024; refer to 
Section 3.3, Schedule of Field Studies). Although the generally accepted nesting season for burrowing owl extends 
from April 1 through July 31, the survey was extended into the first couple of days of August to account for the 
length of time between survey windows. Weather conditions remained consistent between the last week of July and 
the first week of August. Qualified biologists listened for burrowing owl response calls and recorded target species 
detections.  

3.2.3 Small Mammal Trapping Surveys 

Reno Biological Services conducted a habitat suitability analysis to determine areas of potentially suitable habitat 
for pale kangaroo mouse and dark kangaroo mouse (Microdipodops pallidus and M. megacephalus; PKM and DKM, 
respectively) within the Study Area. Both species of kangaroo mouse occur in open habitats with sandy soils in alkali 
sink or desert scrub habitat. Habitat suitability was determined via desktop analysis and a site visit and was used 
to inform trapping locations and protocol.  

The purpose for conducting the trapping surveys is to determine detection or no detection of the target species 
(PKM and DKM). Traplines were placed in areas where soil and vegetation communities were determined by 
biologists to be suitable for these species. Between 40 and 50 Sherman live traps were placed in each trap line 
and trapping occurred over three consecutive nights in May 2023 and four consecutive nights in July 2023 (refer 
to Section 3.3, Schedule of Field Studies, for trapping dates). 

3.3 Schedule of Field Studies 

Table 2 provides the schedule of the field surveys conducted for the project: 

Table 2. Schedule of Surveys 

Date Personnel Survey Type 
5/23/2022 CS Vegetation and sensitive plant survey 
5/24/2022 LB/CS Vegetation and sensitive plant survey 
5/25/2022 LB/CS/ZP Vegetation and sensitive plant survey 
5/26/2022 LB/CS/ZP Vegetation and sensitive plant survey 
5/31/2022 CS/ZP Vegetation and sensitive plant survey 
6/1/2022 CS/ZP/MLP/MC-H/MB/JK Vegetation and sensitive plant survey 
6/2/2022 CS/ZP/MLP/MC-H/MB/JK Vegetation and sensitive plant survey 
6/3/2022 CS/ZP Vegetation and sensitive plant survey 
9/29/2022 PK Bird use counts 
9/30/2022 PK Bird use counts 
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Table 2. Schedule of Surveys 

Date Personnel Survey Type 
10/3/2022 AS, JS, JB, MB Aquatic resources delineation 
10/4/2022 AS, JS, JB, MB Aquatic resources delineation 
10/5/2022 AS, JB, LH, LB Aquatic resources delineation 

10/6/2022 
PK Bird use counts 
LB, LH, JB, PK Aquatic resources delineation 

10/7/2022 PK Bird use counts 
10/14/2022 PK Bird use counts 
10/15/2022 PK Bird use counts 
10/22/2022 PK Bird use counts 
10/23/2022 PK Bird use counts 
11/3/2022 PK Bird use counts 
11/4/2022 PK Bird use counts 
11/12/2022 PK Bird use counts 
11/13/2022 PK Bird use counts 
11/19/2022 PK Bird use counts 
11/20/2022 PK Bird use counts 
11/27/2022 PK Bird use counts 
11/28/2022 PK Bird use counts 
12/4/2022 PK Bird use counts 
12/5/2022 PK Bird use counts 
12/14/2022 PK Bird use counts 
12/15/2022 PK Bird use counts 
12/20/2022 PK Bird use counts 
12/21/2022 PK Bird use counts 

5/22/2023 
LB/TY Vegetation and sensitive plant survey 
LB/TY Aquatic resources delineation 

5/23/2023 SK/DB Small mammal trapping  
5/24/2023 SK/DB Small mammal trapping 
5/25/2023 SK/DB Small mammal trapping 
5/26/2023 GB/DB Burrowing owl call survey 
5/27/2023 GB/DB Burrowing owl call survey 
5/28/2023 GB/KD Burrowing owl call survey 
5/31/2023 PK/MB Eagle and raptor survey 
6/29/2023 KD Burrowing owl call survey 
6/30/2023 KD Burrowing owl call survey 
7/17/2023 KD/DB Small mammal trapping 
7/18/2023 KD/DB Small mammal trapping 
7/19/2023 KD/DB Small mammal trapping 
7/20/2023 KD/DB Small mammal trapping 
8/2/2023 KD Burrowing owl call survey 
8/4/2023 KD Burrowing owl call survey 
4/2/2024 KD Bird use counts 
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Table 2. Schedule of Surveys 

Date Personnel Survey Type 
4/4/2024 KD Bird use counts 
4/5/2024 KD Bird use counts 
4/8/2024 KD Bird use counts 
4/9/2024 KD Bird use counts 
4/18/2024 KD Bird use counts 
4/20/2024 KD Bird use counts 
4/23/2024 KD Bird use counts 
4/24/2024 KD Bird use counts 
4/25/2024 KD Bird use counts 
4/29/2024 GB Burrowing owl call survey 
5/1/2024 KD Bird use counts 
5/2/2024 KD Bird use counts 
5/3/2024 KD Bird use counts 
5/6/2024 KD Bird use counts 
5/12/2024 KD Bird use counts 
05/15/2024 KD Bird use counts 
5/18/20244 KD Bird use counts 
5/20/2024 KD Bird use counts 
5/21/2024 KD Bird use counts 
5/27/2024 KD Bird use counts 
5/29/2024 KD Bird use counts 

Personnel: CS = Cecile Shohet, Dudek; LB = Laura Burris, Dudek; ZP = Zarina Pringle, Dudek; MB = Mikaela Bissel, Dudek; LH = Lorna 
Haworth, Dudek; JB = Jessica Baldridge, Dudek; AS = Allie Sennett; PK = Paul Keating, Dudek; MLP = Mary Lane Poe, Bio-logical; 
MC-H = Michelle Cloud-Hughes, Bio-logical; MB = Marc Baker, Bio-logical; JK = Jackson Ka-voka, Bio-logical; TY = Tyler Young, Dudek; 
GB = Gareth Blakemore, Reno Biological; DB = D. Buckmeyer, Reno Biological; KD = K. Doda, Reno Biological; SK = S. Kruleski, 
Reno Biological. 

3.4 Species Potential to Occur 

The potential for species addressed in this BE to occur in the Study Area was based on 1) documented records, 
including results of 2022, 2023, and 2024 surveys of the Study Area, 2) species range and distribution, and 3) 
qualitative comparisons of the habitat requirements of each species with vegetation communities or landscape 
features in the Study Area. The table of potentially occurring species is presented in Appendix B. 

The potential for occurrence of each species was summarized according to the categories listed below. Because 
not all species are accommodated precisely by a given category (i.e., category definitions may be too restrictive), 
an expanded rationale for each category assignment is provided. Potential for occurrence categories are as follows:  

 Known to occur—the species has been documented in the Study Area by a reliable observer.  
 Highly likely to occur – the species has not been documented in the Study Area but is known to occur in 

the vicinity and species habitat is present. 
 Moderately likely to occur – the species has not been documented in the vicinity but the Study Area is within 

the known range of the species, and habitat for the species is present. 
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 Low likelihood of occurrence – the species has not been documented in the vicinity and the Study Area is 
within the known range of the species, but habitat for the species is of low quality. 

 Unlikely to occur - the Study Area is outside the known range of the species, and habitat for the species is 
of low quality. 

 No likelihood of occurrence - the Study Area is outside the known range of the species, and habitat is absent. 

If a determination other than “unlikely to occur” or “no likelihood of occurrence” is made for a species, further detail 
is provided regarding whether the occurrence likelihood applies to BLM lands, privately held lands, or both.   
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4 Results and Discussion 

4.1 Regional Ecological Overview 

Topography of the Study Area is generally flat, with some topographic relief gently sloping in a northwestern 
direction. The Study Area is undeveloped and mostly undisturbed, with a land cover of predominantly shrub/scrub 
with some areas of herbaceous vegetation. Most of the Study Area is within the Pyramid–Winnemucca Lakes 
watershed, a 1,370-square-mile watershed, specifically within the Dodge Flat Subunit (HUC12 160501030101). 
The southeastern corner of the Study Area is within the Truckee watershed, a 1,190-square-mile watershed, 
specifically within the Derby Dam–Truckee River Subunit. The Study Area is located within the Truckee River Basin, 
a closed topographic basin that includes the Lake Tahoe watershed and headwater tributaries along the eastern 
slopes of the Sierra Nevada. All water that enters the Truckee River Basin infiltrates into the groundwater basin or 
sink areas that may include wetlands, lakes, and playas. The closest perennial feature is the Truckee River, located 
approximately 3.4 miles to the east of the northern boundary of the Study Area, and approximately 1.7 miles south 
from the southern boundary of the Study Area.  

Surrounding lands include public lands managed by the BLM and lands within with Pyramid Lake Indian Reservation 
managed by the Pyramid Lake Tribal Council. All lands within and surrounding the Study Area are designated “Rural” 
within the Washoe County Master Plan (Washoe County 2012). In the Truckee Canyon Area Plan, surrounding lands 
are currently assessed as “Undeveloped” (Public Lands), “Industrial” (Reservation), and other private lands include 
a mix of “Low Density Rural,” “Medium Density Suburban,” “Vacant-Minor Improvements Common Area,” and 
“Agricultural” (Washoe County 2012).  

The USFWS designates critical habitat for species listed under the federal Endangered Species Act. No critical 
habitat is designated within the Study Area. The Federal Land Policy and Management Act designates Areas of 
Critical Environmental Concern, “where special management attention is required … to protect and prevent 
irreparable damage to important historic, cultural, or scenic values, fish and wildlife resources, or other natural 
systems or processes, or to protect life and safety from natural hazards.” No Areas of Critical Environmental Concern 
are located within the Study Area.  

4.2 Vegetation Communities and Land Covers 
The Study Area is situated in the Lahontan Salt Shrub Basin sub-ecoregion of the Central Basin and 
Range Ecoregion. This sub-ecoregion is generally characterized by dry plains and basins. Salt-tolerant shrub 
communities dominate this landscape (EPA 2002). The Study Area provides habitat for rare plants as most of the 
sensitive plants with potential to occur are found on loose, sandy soils, along washes, in saltbush and greasewood 
vegetation in the shadscale zone (NNHP 2022).  

The vegetation community characterizations were compiled based on National Southwest Gap Analysis Program 
land cover descriptions. The U.S. Geological Survey National Southwest Gap Analysis Program identified three major 
vegetation communities within the Study Area (Figure 3, Vegetation Communities and Land Cover): big sagebrush 
shrubland; greasewood flat; and mixed salt desert scrub (USGS 2023). Dudek biologists documented one additional 
non-vegetated land cover type: developed (Table 3). The full Sensitive Plant Survey Report is available in Appendix C.  
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Table 3. Vegetation Communities and Land Cover Types within the Study Area 

Common Name Scientific Name Alliance Code Acres 

Vegetation Communities 
Big Sagebrush Shrubland Artemisia tridentata Shrubland 

Association 
A.829 161.23 

Greasewood Flat Sarcobatus baileyi Shrubland 
Alliance 

B.001 1.41 

Mixed Salt Desert Scrub Atriplex confertifolia – Atriplex 
polycarpa Shrubland Alliance 

CEGL001299 1,338.80 

Land Cover Types 
Developed N/A N/A 73.05 

Total 1,574.49 
Source: USGS 2023; Peterson 2008. 
Note: N/A = not applicable. 

4.2.1 Big Sagebrush Shrubland 

Big sagebrush shrubland occurs throughout much of the western United States, typically in broad basins between 
mountain ranges, plains, and foothills between 1,500 and 2,300 meters elevation. Soils are typically deep, 
well-drained, and non-saline (USGS 2005). Big sagebrush shrub association is dominated by big sagebrush 
(Artemisia tridentata) where the subspecies is undetermined, and the herbaceous layer is generally sparse. The 
herbaceous layer may be restricted by substrate or disturbance and if present typically consists of low cover 
graminoids (Peterson 2008). Within the Study Area, big sagebrush shrubland has low density of big sagebrush, with 
stunted plants, gravel soils, and little to no accompanying herbaceous cover. This vegetation community occurs in 
the southwestern and southern parcels and occupies approximately 161.23 acres of the Study Area. 

4.2.2 Greasewood Flat 

Greasewood flat shrubland occurs throughout much of the western United States, in intermountain basins and 
extends onto the western Great Plains. It typically occurs near drainages on stream terraces and flats or may form 
rings around more sparsely vegetated playas. Greasewood flat areas usually have saline soils, a shallow water table 
and flood intermittently, but remain dry for most growing seasons. The water table remains high enough to maintain 
vegetation, despite the salt accumulations. It is a mosaic of multiple communities, with open to moderately dense 
shrublands dominated or codominated by greasewood (Sarcobatus vermiculatus). Saltbush (Atriplex canescens, 
Atriplex confertifolia) or winterfat (Krascheninnikovia lanata) may be present to codominant. Occurrences are often 
surrounded by mixed salt desert scrub. The herbaceous layer, if present, is usually dominated by graminoids. There 
may be inclusions of herbaceous plants where water remains ponded the longest including, saltgrass 
(Distichlis spicata) or common spikerush (Eleocharis palustris) (USGS 2005). Within the Study Area, greasewood 
flat occurs in small patches (approximately 1.41 acres total) in the northeastern portion of the Study Area. 

4.2.3 Mixed Salt Desert Scrub 

Mixed salt desert scrub is found across the western United States, extending in limited distribution into the southern 
Great Plains. This vegetation is typically found in valley bottoms or alluvial slopes with medium- to fine-texted soils 
that are often alkaline with substantial salt accumulation. This association is characterized by sparse to moderately 
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dense shrub layer codominant by saltbushes (Atriplex confertifolia and Atriplex polycarpa). The herbaceous layer is 
sparse and dominated by graminoids (Peterson 2008). The mixed salt desert scrub within the Study Area is 
dominated by shadscale (Atriplex confertifolia) with bud sagebrush (Artemisia spinescens), yellow rabbitbrush 
(Chrysothamnus viscidiflorus), and spiny hop sage (Grayia spinosa) interspersed. Herbaceous vegetation between 
shrubs was sparse and consisted primarily of tansymustards (Descurainia spp.) and whitestem blazingstar 
(Menzelia albicaulis). Mixed salt desert shrub occurs throughout the Study Area and is the dominant vegetation 
community occupying approximately 1,338.80 acres. 

4.2.4 Developed 

This land cover type includes areas that have been altered by human activities and contain little to no native 
vegetation. Such areas include buildings, paved and gravel roadways and trails, gravel lots, areas with past grading 
activities, and other constructed environments. Developed land covers in the Study Area include roads and 
buildings scattered throughout, as well as areas associated with past grazing and livestock paddock in the western 
portion of the Study Area along Olinghouse Road, occupying approximately 73.05 acres. 

4.3 Noxious Weeds 

A list of noxious weeds is maintained under Nevada Administrative Code, Section 555.010, which regulates the 
spread of noxious weeds under Nevada Revised Statutes, Section 555.150 (NDA 2021). Additionally, weeds are 
outlined in the BLM’s National Invasive Species Information Management System database, the State of Nevada 
Department of Agriculture’s Nevada Noxious Weed List (Nevada Department of Agriculture 2021), and the 
University of Nevada Cooperative Extension’s Invasive Weed Identification for Nevada (University of Nevada 2009). 
Noxious weeds are defined by the BLM as “…any plant designated by a Federal, State or county government as 
injurious to public health, agriculture, recreation, wildlife or property” (BLM 2019a). Invasive plants include noxious 
weeds in addition to other plants that are not native to the region and that can cause significant changes to 
vegetation composition and structure or ecosystem function (Cronk and Fuller 1995). 

Six species of noxious weeds and invasive plants were documented at the site during the surveys. Cheatgrass 
(Bromus tectorum) was ubiquitous in shadscale scrub, and disturbed and developed land on both private and BLM 
lands on site and thus was not mapped. The remaining five species, Russian thistle (Salsola tragus), saltlover 
(Halogeton glomeratus), tumble mustard (Sisymbrium altissimum), flixweed (Descurainia sophia), and broad-leaved 
pepperweed (Lepidium latifolium) were mapped throughout the Study Area (Figure 4, Noxious Weeds and Invasive 
Plant Species). Although all six species are weedy species considered invasive, only broad-leaved pepperweed is 
listed on the Nevada Noxious Weed List (Nevada Department of Agriculture 2021). A full discussion of noxious 
weeds and invasive species is provided in Appendix C. 

Ground disturbance associated with construction and operation of the Project has potential to introduce and spread 
noxious weeds within and surrounding the Study Area. Implementation of an Invasive Plant Species and Noxious 
Weed Management Plan would minimize the potential for the introduction and spread of such species. 

4.4 Aquatic Resources 

The Study Area does not support traditional navigable waters, interstate waters, or waters that support interstate 
commerce; therefore, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) jurisdiction pursuant Section 404 of the federal Clean 
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Water Act was originally evaluated based on continuous surface connectivity to downstream waters of the United 
States. Approximately 2.302 acres of non-wetland waters potentially regulated by USACE are present (Figure 5, 
Potential Jurisdictional Aquatic Resources). There are 116 ephemeral channels mapped in the Study Area. One 
isolated ditch and two upland swales were also mapped during the delineation but are not shown on the map or 
discussed further as they are not, by definition, potentially jurisdictional features.  

The drainages on site generally channel water from the hills west of the Project area in a west–east direction. The 
channels are flashy in nature, channeling water during and shortly after storm events and during snow melt. The 
onsite topography flattens in the eastern and southern portion of the Project area, many of the channels lose 
definition, and water appears to sheet flow in many cases. Due to the ephemeral nature of the channels onsite and 
because they do not contain continuous surface water connectivity to downstream waters of the United States, 
these drainages are considered isolated and, therefore, not jurisdictional. The full Aquatic Resource Delineation 
Report is available in Appendix D. 

As no potentially jurisdictional aquatic resources are present within the Study Area, no effects are anticipated as a 
result of project development and operation.  

4.5 Special-Status Plant Species 

A total of 77 species of native or naturalized plants, 67 native (87%) and 10 non-native (13%), was recorded in the 
Study Area (Appendix C). One survey pass in May 2023 and one in June 2023 captured the periods when potentially 
occurring sensitive plant species would be evident and identifiable on site. Three BLM sensitive plant species were 
documented within the Study Area: Nevada suncup (Camissonia nevadensis), sagebrush cholla (Grusonia 
pulchella), and Lahontan beardtongue (Penstemon palmeri var. macranthus) (Figure 6, Sensitive Plant Species). 
For the full discussion of status and potential to occur for sensitive plant species, refer to the Sensitive Plant Survey 
Report in Appendix C. 

Hundreds of Nevada suncup plants observed during 2023 surveys were limited to approximately 0.08 acres of 
disturbed soils within a private parcel in the southwestern portion of the Study Area. Thirteen sagebrush cholla 
plants were observed on BLM lands within the southwestern and western portions of the Study Area. Eighteen 
Lahontan beardtongue plants were limited to roadside ditches along Olinghouse Road. 

The Project has been designed to avoid special-status plant species identified during surveys, where feasible, 
through implementation of avoidance buffers and other measures described in Section 5. Those measures would 
preserve sensitive plant populations in place for the duration of the project and reduce the risk of direct and indirect 
effects to these populations. For those plants that cannot be avoided, a mitigation and monitoring plan will be 
drafted and implemented to relocate or reestablish populations of special-status plant species impacted by project 
implementation, as described in Section 5. 

4.6 Raptors and Migratory Birds 

The Study Area is within the Great Basin, a major flyway or migration route, and several resources in the region such 
as Pyramid Lake to the northeast could attract migratory and resident birds to the region.  

Raptors have been observed within the 10-mile buffer surrounding the Study Area, but NDOW has not recorded 
raptor sightings directly within the Study Area (NDOW 2023). There are 74 known raptor nests within the 10-mile 
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