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Public Notice 

Washoe County Code requires that public notification for a special use permit must be mailed to 
a minimum of 30 separate property owners within a minimum 500-foot radius of the subject 
property a minimum of 10 days prior to the public hearing date.  A notice setting forth the time, 
place, purpose of hearing, a description of the request and the land involved was sent within an 
8000-foot radius of the subject property. A total of 130 separate property owners were noticed a 
minimum of 10 days prior to the public hearing date.  

Public Notice Map 

Master Plan Amendment Case Number WMPA24-0002 and Regulatory Zone Amendment 
Case Number WRZA24-0002 
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2. Terrestrial Communities 

Soil units as mapped by the NRCS indicate the site is mainly composed of Xeric Torriorthents-

Urban land complex, and is classified as Rangeland.  This complex is typically disturbed and 

susceptible to invasive species.  Inspection of aerial photos depicts a majority of the site is in a 

highly disturbed state.  Field work should be completed to insure there are no endangered plant 

species and a weed control plan implemented.  

C. Physiography 

The physiography of the site refers to the physical setting as it relates to the generalized 

geography of the region, soils, terrain and hydrology.  The site is located in a floodplain terrace 

within the Truckee Canyon.  The soils as identified by the NRCS are fine grained with a tendency 

towards high groundwater.  These soils are also moderately erosive and easily compacted.  This 

indicates that disturbed areas of the site are most likely infertile, as the soil structure has been 

completely destroyed and compacted.  While some areas show signs of a stable vegetative cover, 

building activities should pay particular attention to installing adequate construction phase 

stormwater controls to reduce impacts of sediment discharges to the Truckee River. 

Additionally, septic systems should be designed after a thorough field investigation of percolation 

rates and depth to limiting zones to insure adequate treatment of leach field effluent. 
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D. Wildlife 

The Nevada Division of Wildlife (NDOW) and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) have primary 

responsibilities for protecting and managing wildlife according to various state and federal 

regulations and special management designations. Most of the wildlife habitat is managed by the 

BLM, USFS, and FWS, which combined control the use of land on about 80 percent of the slate. 

The Nevada Division of Forestry also has certain vegetation protection and management 

responsibilities on state and private land for designated plant species.  

The Nevada Division of Natural Heritage (NDNH) is a division within the Nevada Department of 

Conservation and Natural Resources which in conjunction with other programs (Nevada Division 

of Forestry, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, maintains biodiversity data for Nevada's at-risk plants, 

animals, and ecological communities to support informed land use planning and conservation 

planning decisions and to help prevent species from becoming threatened or endangered.  

The project site, located adjacent to an interstate highway and in a highly disturbed state is not 

likely to support a great diversity of wildlife. 

V. SUMMARY 

The project is located within an area of special interest for Washoe County.  The site is highly 

disturbed and covered sparsely with vegetation.   The physiography of the site, combined with 

the hydrology of the nearby riverine system may or may not support any species of interest which 

may be on state or federal lists.  No evidence was found to indicate surface mining operations 

have occurred on or near the site.  Special-status plant and animal species or sensitive habitats 

that have the potential to occur within the project area could not be determined based on the 

available data reviewed.  From aerial interpretation, the plant community appears to be mostly 

barren due to previous activities, with the majority of plant diversity occuring along the edges of 

the project boundary, outside the proposed development areas.  No observations were made of 

Wildlife onsite. 
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“One Truckee River” is a collaboration of public and private 
partners working together for a Truckee River that flows 
clear and clean, quenches our thirst, sustains the river’s  

natural ecology, cultural resources and wildlife, and  
connects residents and visitors to unparalleled  
opportunities for recreation and regeneration.
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The One Truckee River Management Plan was unanimously  
approved by the following municipalities in September of 2016:

City of Sparks
on September 26, 2016

Washoe County
on September 27, 2016

City of Reno
on September 28, 2016

The One Truckee River Management Plan  
received the following awards in 2016:

2016 Golden Pinecone Innovation Award

2016 American Planning Association Outstanding Environmental Plan
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Executive Summary
The Truckee River is a complex and vital stream of water that flows 
from California into Nevada and through the Truckee Meadows, cross-
ing the boundaries of Reno, Sparks and Washoe County before  
completing its journey at Pyramid Lake.

The One Truckee River Initiative is a new collaboration of public and 
private partners working together to realize a Truckee River that flows 
clear and clean, quenches our thirst, sustains the river’s natural ecolo-
gy, cultural resources and wildlife, and connects residents and visitors 
to unparalleled opportunities for recreation and regeneration.  

The One Truckee River Management Plan is One Truckee River’s first 
step toward making that shared vision a reality. Four primary goals 
and over 140 strategies and action items are identified that must be 
implemented or coordinated to achieve the One Truckee River vision. 
Numerous stakeholders participated during the 18-month long process 
to develop the plan.  Phase One covers the more urban stretch of the 
river from West McCarran in Reno to Vista Boulevard in Sparks. 

The plan’s primary goals are to:
	 1)	 Protect water quality and ecosystem health
	 2)	 Create and sustain a safe, beautiful and accessible river
	 3)	 Build an aware community
	 4)	 Ensure the sustainable management of the river

Most of the Truckee River and the Truckee River corridor is managed 
and regulated by federal, state and local agencies. One Truckee River 
seeks not to create a new regulating agency, but to weave existing 
efforts together in a way that better reflects the inter-connectedness of 
the entire river system.  Some important efforts and programs includ-
ed in the plan are already the responsibility of individual One Truckee 
River stakeholders, and will gain additional support and recognition 
through the plan.  Other projects and tasks need strengthening by 
adding partners or matching funds.  Finally, the plan identifies gaps in 
priority areas where new programs must be developed, and paves the 
way for long-term management and sustainability of the One Truckee 
River approach.

Photo by Alex Hoeft
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Introduction
The One Truckee River Initiative is a new collaboration of public and private partners working together 
to realize a Truckee River that flows clear and clean, quenches our thirst, sustains the river’s natural 
ecology, cultural resources and wildlife, and connects residents and visitors to unparalleled opportuni-
ties for recreation and regeneration.  The One Truckee River Management Plan is One Truckee River’s 
first step toward making that shared vision a reality. The management plan considers and recom-
mends both short term and long term management objectives that are coordinated across jurisdic-
tional boundaries for a “One Truckee River” approach. 

History of the Truckee River
The Truckee River flows for 121 miles in a northeasterly direction.  Beginning at Lake Tahoe and  
emptying into Pyramid Lake, its waters are an important source of irrigation along its valley and adja-
cent valleys. In January 16, 1844, John C. Frémont and Kit Carson discovered the Truckee River,  
initially naming it the Salmon Trout River due to the abundance of Lahontan Cutthroat Trout.  Years 
later, a Paiute chief known as “Truckee” guided an emigrant party from northwestern Nevada’s Hum-
boldt River to California by way of the river -- it was then that the name was changed to the Truckee 
River.  As a thank you for Truckee’s services, the party named the river after him. 

Historically, Paiute and Washoe tribes traveled during certain seasons to camp, live, gather plants, 
hunt and fish along the Truckee River and other streams connected to the river.  The Truckee River 
served as an link that connected these tribes to the Truckee Meadows.  These people and their fam-
ilies have utilized the Truckee River for countless generations, and continue to do so. Many oral his-
tories exist of the river’s important places and traditional names of the river among the tribes.  Today, 
the Truckee River continues to be an important traditional cultural property for many tribes of Nevada.  

During the Gold Rush in the 1840s and 1850s, Reno/Sparks served as the preferred crossing point 
of the Truckee River for travelers on their way to the California. Use of the Truckee River increased in 
1859 with the discovery of the Comstock Lode in Virginia City -- specifically for the growing trade in 
mining and agriculture.  Today the Truckee River provides valuable drinking water for residents and 
businesses in the Truckee Meadows area, generates hydro power, supplies irrigation water, provides 
recreational experiences and serves as an important ecosystem for fish and wildlife. This plan will 
support ongoing source water protection planning efforts to protect the area’s drinking water.

Photo by Alex Hoeft
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Geographic Limits
The One Truckee River Management Plan is organized into three geographically defined 
phases.  Phase One focuses on the heavily used section of the Truckee River corridor in the urban 
portion of Reno and Sparks, stretching from West McCarran Boulevard to the Truckee Meadows 
Water Reclamation Facility near Vista Boulevard.  Once Phase One has been adopted and imple-
mentation has commended, Phase Two will next extend planning from the Truckee Meadows Water 
Treatment Facility to Pyramid Lake.  Phase Three will cover from West McCarran Boulevard, extending 
west to the state line.

Background
Keep Truckee Meadows Beautiful (KTMB), the region’s nonprofit Keep America Beautiful affiliate 
known for programs like The Great Community Cleanup and Christmas Tree Recycling, received an 
anonymous donation in 2012 to help clean up the Truckee River. Having facilitated the work of thou-
sands of volunteers over the years to create a cleaner and more beautiful Truckee Meadows, KTMB’s 
Board of Directors were inspired to move beyond cleanups toward identifying solutions to prevent 
littering and illegal dumping in the first place.  As a result of that generous gift, KTMB started the 
Watershed Warriors educational program and expanded Adopt-A-Spot to the Truckee River.  KTMB 
interacted with many river stakeholders and began to recognize that the lack of a comprehensive river 
plan limited the long-term solutions that could be pursued.  

Like KTMB, Nevada Land Trust (NLT) had been working on and along the Truckee River since its 
founding in 1998.  As Nevada’s first nonprofit independent conservation land trust, NLT helped Wash-
oe County acquire eleven properties along the Truckee River in the east Truckee Meadows, and assist-
ed with two more in the vicinity of Mogul.  NLT also partnered with Reno, Sparks, and Washoe County 
to oversee treatment of invasive weed species in the Truckee River corridor, and to manage emergen-
cy watershed restoration efforts following recent wildfires in the area. NLT created the Truckee River 
Funding Working Group to advise the Washoe County Commission on how best to coordinate and 
leverage the $10M for the Truckee River included in State Question One passed by voters in 2002.
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10One Truckee River Management Plan

Recognizing that each organization had a longstanding commitment 
to the health and well-being of the Truckee River, as well as a shared 
desire to ensure that the gifts of donors and volunteers were used 
wisely and for maximum impact, KTMB and NLT joined forces to try 
a new approach.  Confirming that many excellent but separate plans 
already existed that addressed specific issues or focus areas, the 
two organizations sought to weave them into a single comprehensive 
and coordinated document that better reflected the realities of an 
inter-connected river system.   In so doing, gaps where more work and 
attention were required could also be identified and included.  

Knowing that individual programs and projects could be stronger by 
working together, and that traditional sectors and boundaries must 
be crossed to address all the issues affecting the Truckee River, One 
Truckee River was born.

Planning Process
Creating a comprehensive plan through collaboration and consider-
ation of all activities, issues, and impacts on and along Nevada’s reach 
of the river became the first priority for One Truckee River.  Nevada 
Land Trust and Keep Truckee Meadows Beautiful identified and con-
vened a Core Planning Team in May 2015.  Members of the group were 
invited to participate based on their understanding of and expertise in 
Truckee River issues and areas, and, perhaps most importantly, their 
ability to think beyond individual agendas to embrace the concept of 
an interrelated and collaborative whole.

With backgrounds ranging from health, law enforcement, and social 
services to recreation, wildlife, and water quality, the team provided 
project leadership and technical expertise to ensure engagement of 
the collective knowledge of the Truckee River community at all levels.   
The roles and responsibilities of the Core Planning Team members 
include: 

•	 Embrace the One Truckee River vision, goals and team core   
	 values.

•	 Contribute to the development of a One Truckee River  
	 Management Plan sharing expertise and/or financial and in- 
	 kind resources, as available.

•	 Work cooperatively and collaboratively with other team  
	 members, openly communicating, and committing to listen,  
	 learn, and address challenges as a team to further One  
	 Truckee River vision and goals.

•	 Participate in project outreach and support stakeholder and  
	 community participation and engagement.

•	 Serve as the primary liaison between the team and the  
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11One Truckee River Management Plan

	 designated agency or community partner, promoting the involvement of the partner agency or  
	 community interest (area) in the project.

	 • Be informed and actively participate in all team meetings to the maximum extent possible.  
	 Thoroughly brief alternate representative to facilitate continued collaboration.

With assistance from the National Park Service’s River, Trails, and Conservation Assistance Program 
expert Barbara Rice, the team developed the vision and initial goals for the One Truckee River Plan. 
In addition, they assessed the opportunities for and threats to the Truckee River, and identified key 
issues that would need to be addressed by the plan.  Consensus emerged around nine categories that 
became the core One Truckee River emerging issues, and established the framework for the plan. The 
team also established the phases for the planning that have been dictated in part by available early 
funds for the effort, as well as by the pressing challenges unique to the more urban sections of the 
Truckee River.  Phase One covers the Truckee River from West McCarran Boulevard in west Reno to 
Glendale Avenue in Sparks.  Phase Two will cover the section downstream from Glendale to Pyramid 
Lake; Phase Three will cover upstream from West McCarran to the California state line.  

The nine emerging issues identified by the Core Planning Team are:

Water Quality - Many of the people, wildlife and plants in our region depend on the Truckee River to 
sustain them.  Current policies leave room for improvement in the way we manage what gets in to the 
river. Threats to the water quality will be exacerbated as the community grows. It is critical that we, as 
a community, keep the water in the Truckee River clean and healthy for all who depend on it.

Social Issues - The Truckee River is also impacted by challenges to our community to provide support 
and services to an at-risk population, including those suffering from homelessness. Substance abuse, 
mental health conditions, and criminal activity may also factor in to the equation.  While these issues 
often create barriers to those recreating and using the river, the social issues are not just Truckee 
River problems; they impact the entire community.   

Stewardship – How will we care for the Truckee River and manage its associated facilities? For it to 
be an accessible and inviting destination for residents and visitors alike, the Truckee River requires 
coordinated and consistent management by faithful stewards.  Currently, federal, state and local ju-
risdictions play a role in protecting and maintaining the river, as do many non-profits, businesses, and 
other stakeholders.   

Ecosystem – The entire region depends on the overall condition of the Truckee River ecosystem.  It 
can also serve as an indicator of the health of the surrounding community. Ecosystem health includes 
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12One Truckee River Management Plan

both physical features (geomorphology) and living features (biological) of the river, and is influenced 
by water quantity, quality and timing of delivery. The river ecosystem faces challenges from drought, 
flooding, climate change, development, invasive species and more. 

Quality of Life - The Truckee River enhances the lives of local residents and visitors alike.  To mem-
bers of the Paiute and Washoe tribes, the Truckee River is a sacred place. It is integral to the history 
of Reno and Sparks, and the Truckee River enhances the lives of today’s residents and visitors alike.  
They find stillness and reflection along its banks; communing with nature offers well-researched 
benefits for everything from healing heart disease to improving mental health.  The Truckee provides 
a unique location for some of the region’s most popular arts and cultural events.  However, many 
people are still not aware of the opportunities the river presents, and are not fully taking advantage of 
what it has to offer.   Identifying and driving solutions that leverage the Truckee River will enhance the 
quality of life for all. 

Public Safety - While the Truckee River presents many opportunities that enhance our region’s quality 
of life, it also presents threats.  Threats can come from flooding, debris, hazards in the water, and ill-
equipped users. Some areas along the river invite criminal activity.  Public safety involves identifying 
and building solutions to mitigate threats to public safety, thereby enhancing the community’s enjoy-
ment of it. 

Funding - Implementation of the One Truckee River Management Plan to achieve the vision of One 
Truckee River will require both short- and long-term funding A strategy to support the long-term sus-
tainability of the group to oversee One Truckee River and to fund specific priorities and initiatives 
identified as part of the plan must be developed. 

Recreation - The Truckee River offers recreational opportunities vital to the health and well-being of 
our community, including swimming, fishing, kayaking, biking and walking. However, opportunities 
exist to improve the access, usability, and quality of existing facilities and resources, in addition to 
providing new facilities.  Identifying and creating solutions to enhance the recreational opportunities 
provided by the Truckee River are needed.

Education - For our community to truly become good stewards of the Truckee River, it must under-
stand the river’s central role in our environment, our history and our culture, as well as the impacts of 
individual behaviors and choices The river is also a wonderful resource that can used in place-based 
teaching of biology, geology, history, and more.  Avenues are needed to educate all ages within the 
community on the importance of the river, and to incorporate the river into the educational process.

“Rivers run through our history and folklore, and link us as 
a people. They nourish and refresh us and provide a home 

for dazzling varieties of fish and wildlife and trees and 
plants of every sort. We are a nation rich in rivers.”

Charles Kuralt
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14One Truckee River Management Plan

The nine emerging issues anchored a successful stakeholder forum held on September 30, 2015.  More 
than 130 stakeholders attended the day-long forum to discuss the top concerns, challenges, opportuni-
ties and solutions for each issue area.  That forum developed a list of technical experts that would later 
be asked to participate in developing the plan strategies.  

In October of 2015, a Request for Proposal (RFP) was issued for Phase One of the One Truckee River 
Management Plan.  The scope of work called for development of a short-term and long-term implemen-
tation plan for addressing the nine issue areas, previously identified by the Core Planning Team and 
refined at the September 30th stakeholder forum.  An inter-disciplinary team led by CFA was selected.

In December of 2015, Forum attendees, members of the Core Planning Team, and other stakeholders 
were asked to fill out a survey to gain additional feedback on the existing programs, initiatives and ser-
vices relevant to each of the issue areas.  Once again, that information was compiled and incorporated 
into the framework for the plan.  

In January of 2016, nine separate subcommittee meetings were held, one for each of the issue areas.  
The purpose of those meetings was to gather the technical experts and stakeholders together to iden-
tify two to four clear priorities to be included in the plan related to the issue area.  In addition, subcom-
mittee members developed possible initiatives or action items that would be needed to implement the 
priority areas. 
 
The outcome of the subcommittee meetings led to the creation of 33 objectives and more than three 
times as many strategies and corresponding action items.  Many subcommittee action items over-
lapped with those of other subcommittees.  Confirming this inter-relationship at the core of the entire 
One Truckee River conversation, the nine emerging issue areas were combined and structured into four 
planning goals.  

Those four goals, as well as the initial objectives, were presented to nearly 100 people at a public open 
house held from 4-7 p.m. on June 7th, at the Siena Hotel beside the Truckee River.  Feedback was 
sought for the goals and objectives through conversations with the team members who staffed the 
four goal stations, via comment cards, and through a large mapping exercise where participants could 
indicate challenges and opportunities directly on the wall-sized river maps.  Initial renderings of some 
of the action items were also presented.  
   
The One Truckee River Management Plan draft was completed in July 2016.  Final review by the Core 
Planning Team will take place in August 2016.  The Reno City Council, Sparks City Council, and the 
Washoe County Commission will each be asked to formally adopt the plan in September 2016.  Adop-
tion will ensure a shared commitment to the plan and establish accountability for its elements.   
Adoption will mean that annual mapping, treatment, monitoring, reporting, and other efforts are sup-
ported and completed, and will pave the way for potential future funding. 

Moving forward with the recommendations contained herein, the team will establish a long-term coali-
tion structure for One Truckee River to oversee implementation of the One Truckee River Management 
Plan, and to expand planning beyond the first phase downstream to Pyramid Lake and upstream to the 
California state line.  Nevada Land Trust and Keep Truckee Meadows Beautiful will continue to act in a 
shared organizational and leadership capacity for One Truckee River, in collaboration with the team and 
multiple stakeholders, unless or until an alternate structure is established by the team.
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Mission, Vision & Goals
Mission
One Truckee River works to ensure a 
healthy, thriving, sustainable river  
connected to the hearts and minds of its 
community.

Vision
“One Truckee River” is a collaboration of 
public and private partners working togeth-
er for a Truckee River that flows clear and 
clean, quenches our thirst, sustains the 
river’s natural ecology, cultural resources 
and wildlife, and connects residents and 
visitors to unparalleled opportunities for 
recreation and regeneration.

Protect water quality 
and ecosystem health

Photo by Alex Hoeft
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Create a safe, beautiful 
and accessible river

Foster a community 
that protects and cares 
for the river

Photo by Alex Hoeft

Sustainable  
management

Photo by Alex Hoeft

Goals
The One Truckee River Management Plan 
has four primary goals focused on the 
health of the river, connecting people and 
places, creating an engaged community, 
and addressing the long term and sustain-
able management of the river.  Within each 
of the goals are objectives, strategies and 
action items that provide the over-arching 
framework for the plan.  

   • Goal 1: Ensure and protect water quality  
   and ecosystem health in the Truckee  
   River.  

   • Goal 2: Create and sustain a safe,  
   beautiful and accessible river connecting  
   people and places.

   • Goal 3: Build an aware and engaged  
   community that protects and cares for  
   the river. 

   • Goal 4: Ensure the measurable, sustain- 
   able and collaborative management of  
   the river for today and into the future.
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16One Truckee River Management Plan

Public Engagement
The One Truckee River Planning Team and the Core Planning Team un-
derstand that public participation and community engagement is one 
of the most important elements in the planning process. For that rea-
son, one of the first things implemented in the planning process was a 
partnership with the National Park Service (NPS) Rivers, Trails and Con-
servation Assistance Program. Through this program, NPS was able 
to identify a funding source through the Conservation Legacy where 
the One Truckee River (OTR) could hire a communications coordinator 
intern. This intern worked with OTR staff to identify the methods and 
means of how OTR would work to keep the public informed, as well as 
provide an outlet for our Core Planning Team and stakeholders.

As a result of this unique partnership, the OTR planning effort secured 
its own website, www.onetruckeeriver.org, as well as Facebook, Twitter 
and Instagram accounts. During the entirety of the planning, OTR intern 
Alex Hoeft was able to maintain the website and engage the public in 
social media with information, comments and invitations to events. 
She formatted the website such that it became the primary tool for 
use in communicating with our Core Planning Team and stakeholders. 
Meeting agendas, minutes and planning dates were kept updated on 
the website and draft documents were uploaded and password pro-
tected for review by the Core Planning Team (41 members) and the 
issue subcommittees (119 members).  

Following is a summary of community engagement activities with re-
sults for this One Truckee River planning effort:

I. Website: The One Truckee River website (www.onetruckeeriver.org) 
has served as the initiative’s foundation since the very beginning (May 
2015). Here, information such as the who, what, why, where and how of 
the initiative is listed, as well as Core Planning Team members, meet-
ings and minutes; stories of those with Truckee River experiences; a 
Virtual Reality Truckee River tour; a One Truckee River pledge; links to 
groups working in relation to the river; a calendar of events along the 
river; the Truckee River in the media; blog updates on the initiative; and 
contact info. 

The public was regularly encouraged to visit the website and review 
the information there, sometimes for specific situations: to take a 
survey, to take a pledge, or to contact OTR.  Core Planning Team and 
stakeholder members had access to a private page where they could 
review meeting notes from the stakeholder forum and subcommittee 
meetings, as well as comment on the draft version and final version of 
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17One Truckee River Management Plan

the management plan and draft technical memos.  The website was 
updated on a weekly basis by One Truckee River intern Alex Hoeft, 
who also worked as technical support for the website.

II. Social Media: One Truckee River built social media accounts on 
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram from the ground up. From June 
2015 to June 2016, One Truckee River had 275 Facebook likes; 400 
Instagram followers; and 250 Twitter followers. It is important to note 
that One Truckee River boosted two Facebook posts over the past 
year: one inviting locals to take the One Truckee River Pledge – reach-
ing 3,136 people; and the second inviting locals to the One Truckee 
River Open House – reaching 6,136 people. One Truckee River can be 
found on Facebook by searching One Truckee River; OTR’s Instagram 
and Twitter handles are both @onetruckeeriver. Graphs showing ac-
count growth from June 2015-2016 can be found to the right.

III. Media Coverage: One Truckee River has received much attention 
in the media. Northern Nevada news organizations such as the Reno 
Gazette-Journal, Reno News & Review, Reno Public Radio (KUNR), 
KOLO 8 News Now, KTVN Channel 2, KRNV Channel 4, This Is Reno, 
and 100.1 The X, have all dedicated stories to the One Truckee River 
initiative, including Face the State, an in-depth news program aired on 
Channel 2.  Key OTR personnel such as Nevada Land Trust Executive 
Director Alicia Reban, Keep Truckee Meadows Beautiful Executive 
Director Christi Cakiroglu and Nevada Land Trust Natural Resources 
Specialist Lynda Nelson all spoke to media member’s multiple times 
to explain OTR’s purpose and goals.

IV. Surveys:
a. July – September 2015 Public Survey: In an effort to under-
stand the residents of Reno, Sparks and Washoe County’s rela-
tionship with the relationship with the Truckee River, One Truck-
ee River conducted a small survey gathering the public’s input 
on use, concerns, and hopes surrounding the river. Outlets for 
sharing the survey included OTR’s Facebook, Twitter, and Ins-
tagram; Nevada Land Trust’s Facebook and email network; and 
Keep Truckee Meadows Beautiful Truckee River Cleanup Day 
(September 26, 2015) volunteer registration, which resulted in 
over 1,000 volunteers with access to the survey.

With 274 responses, the top three concerns around the Truckee 
River were 1) ecosystem; 2) stewardship; and 3) water quality. 
The most popular river activities listed were walking, biking, 
running, fishing, taking photos, and enjoying nature along the 
river. A full list of responses can be found in the appendix. 

	
b. November 2015 One Truckee River Stakeholder Survey: In 

Social Media Engagement
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18One Truckee River Management Plan

November 2015 One Truckee River hired a consultant team to 
write the One Truckee River Management Plan. The team’s first 
step was to distribute a survey to all stakeholders involved in 
the September 2015 meeting (explained in VI a). The survey 
revolved around the nine issue/subcommittee groups identified 
early on in the planning process: social, education, water qual-
ity, sustainable funding, stewardship, ecosystem health, public 
safety, recreation and quality of life. 

	
The survey asked each member:
	 1) which subcommittee group he or she participated in; 

2) what the Truckee Meadows community is currently 
doing to address whichever issue was chosen in ques-
tion one; and 
3) if there are any additional areas that should be ad-
dressed under the chosen issue.

Below are summarized responses of each subcommit-
tee group to survey questions two and three. Full reports 
are available upon request.

i. Social: Existing organizations include Community 
Assistance Center, City of Reno, Truckee Meadows 
Water Authority, Reno Works Program, Reno Police De-
partment, Mobile Outreach Safety Team, Keep Truckee 
Meadows Beautiful, and Volunteers of America. Sub-
committee recommendations include pet-client program 
for homeless population; available public storage; longer 
term hospitalization for mentally ill; speedier access to 
medication; more accessible garbage cans; permanent 
bathrooms; more programs like Reno Works.

ii. Education: Existing organizations include The Nature 
Conservancy, Keep Truckee Meadows Beautiful, Sierra 
Nevada Journeys, Nevada Department of Wildlife, Ne-
vada Division of Environmental Protection, Great Basin 
Institute. Subcommittee recommendations include 
creating a list of which organizations are doing what 
(concerning the Truckee River); reaching out to different, 
more communities; finding overlap between organiza-
tions; coordinating a unified message; align programs to 
local school standards.

iii. Water quality: Existing organizations include the 
Truckee Meadows Storm Water Permit Coordinating 
Committee, City of Reno, City of Sparks, Washoe County, 
Truckee Meadows Water Authority, Nevada Department 

June-September 
2015 Public Survey

1. Why do you love the Truckee River? 
(n=1062)
a. Recreation out of the river = 21.9%
b. Fish, photography, nature = 18.3%
c. Recreation in the river = 17.9%
d. Source of drinking water = 17.7%
e. Attend a special event = 13.7%
f. Tourist attraction = 10.5%

2. How often do you go to the Truckee 
River? (n=274)
a. Once a week = 23.7%
b. Three + days a week = 21.5%
c. Twice a month = 20.1%
d. Once a month = 11.3%
e. Every day = 8%
f. Once every three months = 7.7%
g. Once every six months = 4%
h. Once a year = 2.2%
i. Never = 1.5%

3. In your opinion, what are the top 
three issues facing the Truckee  
River? Please check three. (n=832)
a. Ecosystem = 22%
b. Stewardship = 18.3%
c. Water quality = 18.1%
d. Social issues = 9.9%
e. Funding = 8.4%
f. Public safety = 5.6%
g. Recreation = 5.5%
h. Quality of life = 5.5%
i. Education = 4.3%
j. Other = 2.4%

4. Other comments having to do with 
________ of/along the Truckee River:
a. Location: 18.1%
b. Ecosystem: 13.3%
c. Recreation: 9.6%
d. Other: 8.4%
e. Illegal camping: 6%
f. Preservation: 4.8%
g. Development: 4.8%
h. Nature: 4.8%
i. Volunteer work: 3.6%
j. Commute: 3.6%
k. Water source: 3.6%
l. Education: 3.6%
m. Art: 2.4%
n. History/culture: 2.4%
o. Potential: 2.4%
p. No alcohol: 2.4%
q. Pyramid Lake: 2.4%
r. Economy: 1.2%
s. Signage: 1.2%
t. Resources: 1.2%

WMPA24-0002 & WRZA24-0002 
EXHIBIT G

122
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of Transportation. Subcommittee recommendations include promoting low impact de-
velopment standards; promoting data sharing across organizations; a Washoe County 
groundwater program; river flood channel maintenance.

iv. Sustainable funding: Existing organizations include Washoe County, State Question 
One, Truckee River Flood Management Authority. Subcommittee recommendations in-
clude creating a work group/task force; identifying what is being currently spent on the 
Truckee River; developing a river district; identifying core funding.

v. Stewardship: Existing organizations include Keep Truckee Meadows Beautiful, Truck-
ee River Fund, Trout Unlimited, NV Energy, Intuit, Patagonia, Washoe County. Subcom-
mittee recommendations include river monitors or ambassadors; incorporating steward-
ship into local curriculum; more improvements along the river. 

vi. Ecosystem health: Existing organizations include Nevada Land Trust, Keep Truckee 
Meadows Beautiful, The Nature Conservancy, Washoe County, Bureau of Land Manage-
ment, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Nevada Division of Environmental Protection, Army 
Corp of Engineers. Subcommittee recommendations include removal of invasive spe-
cies during low flow; creating list of recommended species for restoration along river; 
Truckee River Flood Management Project; fuels reduction projects; Pesticide-Free Parks 
Program.

vii. Public Safety: Subcommittee recommendations include a mile by mile assessment; 
a Community Service and Safety Team; safety boxes (blue lights) along river; change 
environmental design to deter camping; build relationship with animal shelters to help 
house homeless pets.

viii. Recreation: Existing organizations include Keep Truckee Meadows Beautiful. Sub-
committee recommendations include Truckee River District; “Love Your River” signage; 
survey of users; mobile app; continuity of law enforcement across jurisdictions.

ix. Quality of Life: Subcommittee recommendations include celebration along entire 
length of river; Traditional Cultural Property; removal of non-natural structures along 
river; app with map of trails, art, access, education.

Photo by Alex Hoeft
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V.  Meetings with Local Jurisdictions: One Truckee River key personnel met with the elected officials 
of Washoe County, City of Reno, and City of Sparks; as well as tribal council members from the Re-
no-Sparks Indian Colony, and Truckee Meadows Regional Planning Agency Executive Director Kim 
Robinson. Such individuals were met with twice: once early on in the planning process to gather input, 
and second, near the end of the draft plan period to review the final draft of the One Truckee River 
Management Plan and prepare for adoption. Those individuals are listed below: 

	 a.	 City of Reno Mayor Hillary Schieve
	 b.	 City of Reno Councilmember David Bobzien, at-large
	 c.	 City of Reno Councilmember Jenny Brekhus, Ward 1
	 d.	 City of Reno Councilmember Naomi Duerr, Ward 2
	 e.	 City of Reno Councilmember Oscar Delgado, Ward 3
	 f.	 City of Reno Councilmember Paul McKenzie, Ward 4
	 g.	 City of Reno Councilmember Neoma Jardon, Ward 5
	 h.	 City of Sparks Mayor Geno Martini
	 i.	 City of Sparks Councilmember Julia Ratti, Ward 1
	 j.	 City of Sparks Councilmember Ed Lawson, Ward 2
	 k.	 City of Sparks Councilmember Ron Smith, Ward 3
	 l.	 City of Sparks Councilmember Charlene Bybee, Ward 4
	 m.	 City of Sparks Councilmember Ron Schmitt, Ward 5 
	 n.	 Reno-Sparks Indian Colony Chairman Arlan D. Melendez
	 o.	 Reno-Sparks Indian Colony Vice-Chairman Daryl Gardipe
	 p.	 Reno-Sparks Indian Colony Secretary Robin Eagle
	 q.	 Reno-Sparks Indian Colony Treasurer Verna Nuno
	 r.	 Reno-Sparks Indian Colony Councilmember Ruth Sampson Guerrero
	 s.	 Reno-Sparks Indian Colony Councilmember Theresa Coffman
	 t.	 Reno-Sparks Indian Colony Councilmember Jody McCloud
	 u.	 Reno-Sparks Indian Colony Councilmember Jacqueline Quoetone
	 v.	 Reno-Sparks Indian Colony Councilmember Shawna Kirsten
	 w.	 Truckee Meadows Regional Planning Agency Executive Director Kim Robinson
	 x.	 Washoe County Commissioner Marsha Berkbigler
	 y.	 Washoe County Commissioner Bob Lucey
	 z.	 Washoe County Commissioner Chair Kitty Jung
	 aa.	 Washoe County Commissioner Vaughn Hartung
	 bb.	 Washoe County Commissioner Jeanne Herman
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VI. Events:
a. Stakeholder Forum, September 30, 2015: On September 
30, 2015, One Truckee River held a stakeholder forum at the 
McKinley Arts & Culture Center in Reno, Nevada, attended by 
126 people. Those in attendance consisted of local experts 
across the nine different issues on which One Truckee River 
is based: social, education, water quality, sustainable funding, 
stewardship, ecosystem health, public safety, recreation, and 
quality of life. The attendees were broken up into their pre-de-
termined issue group, discussing the top concerns and pos-
sible solutions regarding the Truckee River and their specific 
issue.

Ultimately, the results of the discussions at the stakeholder 
forum built the foundation for phase one of the One Truckee 
River Management Plan.

b.  Press Conference, March 3, 2016: As a way to encourage 
people to become more aware of the need to protect the 
Truckee River, One Truckee River introduced a One Truckee 
River Pledge on March 3, 2016 during a press conference. City 
of Sparks Mayor Geno Martini, City of Reno Councilmember 
Oscar Delgado, and Washoe County Commissioner Vaughn 
Hartung all spoke at the conference, explaining the impor-
tance of the Truckee River to the area, and actually took the 
pledge and invited the public to join them.  

The pledge states the following: “In 2016, I pledge to do my 
part in promoting a clean, thriving, sustainable Truckee River 
community for the benefit of current and future generations.” 
All those who take the pledge, whether at events at which One 
Truckee River is present or on OTR’s website, get a button that 
reads, “I pledge to protect the Truckee River.” As of July 2016, 
251 people have taken the pledge. The pledge runs through 
the remainder of 2016. 

c. Banff Mountain Film Festival, March 29, 2016: During Ne-
vada Land Trust’s annual hosting of the Banff Mountain Film 
Festival in Reno, One Truckee River set up a table, allowing at-
tendees to take the One Truckee River Pledge and learn more 
about the initiative as a whole. Over 1,200 people attended 
BANFF and had access to the OTR table. 

d. Keep Truckee Meadows Beautiful’s Great Community 
Cleanup, April 30, 2016: After Keep Truckee Meadows Beau-
tiful’s annual Great Community Cleanup, a barbecue was 
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Photo by Alex Hoeft

held at Bartley Ranch in Reno. One Truckee River set up a table, inviting people to take the One 
Truckee River Pledge and learn more about the initiative. Over 700 people attended the KTMB 
cleanup and had access to the OTR table.

e. REI Expo, May 20-21, 2016: Alongside Northern Nevada nonprofit organizations, One Truck-
ee River had a table during the two-day 2016 REI Expo in Reno. Those shopping at REI had 
direct access to One Truckee River to ask questions about the initiative and its goals, take the 
One Truckee River Pledge, and receive an invitation to the then-upcoming OTR Open House.

f. Nevada Museum of Art’s First Thursday, June 2, 2016: During a First Thursday event at the 
Nevada Museum of Art, One Truckee River had a table, inviting people to both take the One 
Truckee River Pledge and attend the then-upcoming open house to see the draft One Truckee 
River Management Plan. An estimated 300 people attended First Thursday, and had access to 
the OTR table.

g. Open House, June 7, 2016: The phase one draft One Truckee River Management Plan was 
first made available to the public on June 7, 2016, during an open house held at the Siena Ho-
tel in downtown Reno, Nevada. At this open house, which over 100 people attended, the plan’s 
four goals were put on display, and One Truckee River stakeholders sharing talking points and 
answering the public’s questions. At each goal table, a draft management plan was available 
for review.

As another option for attendees, a mapping exercise at the open house allowed people to 
place stickers on a map of the Truckee River pointing out where they would like to see more 
events, access, restrooms, lighting, art, etc. along the river.

Those who attended submitted a comment card before leaving. This comment card allowed 
attendees to share their thoughts on the draft management plan, as well as their top concerns 
and admirations of the Truckee River. Comments were taken and reviewed by One Truckee Riv-
er personnel to make sure all concerns were being addressed in the management plan. 

With over 75 comment cards filled out between members of the public and OTR stakeholders, 
the top three reasons attendees were most excited about the OTR Management Plan were 1) 
attention to the Truckee River; 2) organizations working together for a good cause; and 3) a 
comprehensive and sustainable management plan. The most popular responses for making 
one change to increase use of the river were 1) moving camping populations off the Truckee 
River; 2) increased safety; and 3) more restrooms or pit stops. 
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Moving forward, One Truckee River will continue to work with all of its stakeholders and  
engage with the public. A working group/coalition will be created to oversee the implementa-
tion of the phase one of the One Truckee River Management Plan beginning in the fall of 2016.

Future public outreach objectives include a Truckee River Visitors Center; educational kiosks 
along the river; water etiquette brochures; a forum to share river stories and experiences; a 
self-guided watershed tour; a speaker’s bureau; a One Truckee River newsletter; and continued 
expansion of OTR social media platforms and maintenance of the OTR website. Many of these 
objectives are listed in the One Truckee River Management Plan Strategies and Action Items 
section.

Relationship to Other Plans and Policy Documents
A number of agency master plans, strategic plans and policy documents have recently been updated 
or are going through the update process.  These plans and policy documents share many of the same 
strategies that the One Truckee River Management Plan is implementing.  These documents provide 
policy direction on a range of issues, including resource management, land use, housing, public facili-
ties and services, recreation and open space.

City of Reno Master Plan
The City of Reno is in the process of updating its master plan through ReImagine Reno.  
Through the public participation process in Phase I of ReImagine Reno, residents expressed 
support for visions of Reno as a base for outdoor activities, as well as arts and culture.  The 
One Truckee River Management Plan identifies the need to integrate more art, including wall 
murals, interpretive signage and art pieces along the Truckee River corridor.  Strategies have 
been identified to encourage both visitors and local residents to recreate along the river.  This 
includes holding more special events at parks located along the river, developing smart phone 
apps that highlight events and amenities or unique locations for stopping, and increasing the 
type of amenities along the corridor, such as hydration stations, bike tire changing stations, 
benches, signage, and bike racks, etc.

City of Sparks Master Plan
The City of Sparks is currently going through a master plan update.  As a part of that process, 
goals and policies have been drafted for review and adoption.  Several of the policies tie direct-
ly to the One Truckee River Management Plan, including protection of water quality, maintain-
ing the Truckee River corridor as a trail and open space system, requiring new development to 
accommodate public trail and river access, and implementing Best Management Practices, 
including Low Impact Development practices to control urban storm water runoff.  The One 
Truckee River Management Plan identifies strategies and action items that are associated 
with these policies, including providing for an updated zoning code standard to address design 
standards along the river, requiring LID standards, and increasing public amenities along the 
river (benches, signage, bike tire changing stations, hydration stations, lighting, bike racks, art, 
etc.) to encourage recreational use of the trail system.

Renown Health Mission
Renown’s mission statement is “Renown Health makes a genuine difference in the health and 
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well-being of the people and communities we serve.”  It follows, then, that actions to address 
health and wellness, history and culture, ecosystem and recreation, water quality and quality 
of life must be undertaken together. By healing the river, we heal ourselves.  By addressing the 
many challenges surrounding the river, and our communities’ connections to it, we will also be 
intervening upstream with many medical conditions, from obesity to hypertension, heart dis-
ease, stroke, asthma and depression, especially in inner urban areas.  The One Truckee River 
Management Plan provides goals, strategies and action items that are aligned with the  
Renown  mission and contributes to a healthier environment for everyone to enjoy.

TMWA’s Mission & Vision
TMWA’s mission and vision are focused on enhancing the quality of life in the Truckee Mead-
ows by delivering exceptional, customer-focused water services.  Many of the One Truckee 
River Management Plan initiatives included in Goal One are specific to improving water quality 
in the Truckee River through improved storm drain and stormwater management and reducing 
negative human impacts to the river that impact water quality.  Additionally, the One Truckee 
River Management Plan includes a number of watershed education action items that increase 
opportunities and partnerships to expand community knowledge and awareness of the Truck-
ee River.  

Truckee River Flood Management Authority
The goal of the Truckee River Flood Protection Plan is to reduce flood damages and casualties 
from a 100-year flood event. The project includes flood control infrastructure (levees, flood 
walls, and bridges); ecosystem restoration (floodplain terracing and re-vegetation); and rec-
reation (50 individual picnic sites, 2 group picnic shelters, parking, a playground, restrooms, 
4 kayak/canoe access points, 13 fishing access points, and 18,800 LF of paved and unpaved 
trails).

Washoe County District Health
In 2016, the Washoe County District Health Department adopted the Washoe County Commu-
nity Health Improvement Plan.  The plan outlines policies for integrating physical activity into 
daily life and providing Family Health Festivals to at-risk communities in Washoe County.  The 
One Truckee River Management Plan encourages walking and biking along the Truckee River, 
and provides amenities that will increase safety and lighting along the corridor.  The One Truck-
ee River Management Plan also calls for increasing special events at parks located along the 
Truckee River.  Several of the parks located along the Truckee River are ideal for the Family 
Health Festivals and would encourage families to spend more time outdoors and on the river.  

Washoe County Master Plan
The Washoe County Master Plan was adopted in 2010.  Two elements of the Master Plan, 
conservation and open space and natural resource management, are directly linked to the 
protection of the Truckee River and align with the One Truckee River Management Plan.  The 
One Truckee River Management Plan identifies action items to address improving water qual-
ity, identifying appropriate vegetation along the river corridor and protection of habitat in and 
along the river.  
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GOAL ONE:
Ensure and protect water  
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in the Truckee River

Photo by Taylor Gipe

WMPA24-0002 & WRZA24-0002 
EXHIBIT G

129



26One Truckee River Management Plan

Ensure and protect water quality and ecosystem health in the Truckee River.

The overall ecosystem health of the Truckee River is both an indicator of and vital to the health of 
the surrounding community. Ecosystem health includes both physical features (geomorphology) and 
living features (biology) of the river, and is influenced by water quantity, quality and timing of delivery. 
The river ecosystem faces a suite of challenges within a highly regulated and developed corridor from 
drought, flooding, climate change, development, invasive species and more. 

The identified goals and strategies are listed below.  The associated action items and implementation 
timelines can be found in the back of the One Truckee River Management Plan.

Goal One

Goal One Strategies
Goal 1: Ensure and protect water quality and ecosystem health in the Truckee River. 

Objective 1.1 - Assure that storm drains are delivering the cleanest water into the river

1.1.a Identify location of all high-volume storm drains and the largest storm water  
contributions to the Truckee River.

1.1.b Establish necessary testing procedures for assessing quality of water coming out of storm drains and 
identify the areas that are the main contributors of pollution to the river.

1.1.c Implement Best Management Practices to improve quality of water flowing into the  
Truckee River from contributing watershed areas.

Objective 1.2 - Assure effective watershed management on the Truckee River and its tributaries

1.2.a Develop Truckee River Watershed Management Plan through stakeholder  
coordination and consensus process.

1.2.b Interface with emerging Washoe County Fire Adapted Communities Network to integrate fuels  
management (pre and post fire) in the Wildland Urban Interface of the Truckee River watershed.  

Objective 1.3 - Mitigate human impacts that adversely impact water quality on the Truckee River

1.3.a Establish permanent photo points on the river to monitor debris, water levels and human impact.

1.3.b Educate users of the Truckee River on issues impacting water quality.

1.3.c Ensure adequate public restrooms along the Truckee River.  Initiate a pilot study of temporary restroom 
facilities in priority areas along the river corridor.

1.3.d Promote and participate in local Source Water Protection Planning efforts which serve to  
protect drinking water sources in Nevada’s communities.

Objective 1.4 - Objective 1.4 - Create a rich and diverse vegetative ecosystem

1.4.a Use mapping to identify river sections where increased vegetation diversity, structure and restoration 
can address multiple challenges and opportunities.

1.4.b Create an approved vegetative species list to increase biodiversity and shading  
on lands along the Truckee River.

1.4.c Develop and implement a coordinated vegetation management plan along the river corridor.

1.4.d Encourage collaboration and education among agencies, particularly the Federal Water Master and 
Truckee Meadows Water Authority, to better understand Truckee River flows as dictated by the Truckee 

River Operating Agreement in order to optimize restoration projects and opportunities.
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