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Plan Content and Structure



Plan Structure
• Chapter 1 | Foundation: What are we 

doing and how did we get here?
• Chapter 2 | Vision: Our plan for building 

on and maintaining community character 
in Washoe County

• Chapter 3 | Implementation: Putting 
the plan into action

• Appendices: Plan Audit and Public 
Outreach Summaries



Chapter 2 | Vision
I. Elements (as tiered from Regional 

Plan)
a. Population and Housing
b. Natural Resources, Conservation, 

and Open Space
c. Public Services and Facilities
d. Land Use
e. Transportation
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Crosswalk Example



Chapter 2 | Vision
I. Specific Area Plans

a. Character Statement
b. Imagery
c. Key Issues and Opportunities 
d. Overall Goals
e. Unique Policies for Each



Community Aspirations

1. Maintain and strengthen access to scenic 

outdoor recreation opportunities

2. Strengthen access to housing

3. Maintain and strengthen efforts to conserve 

natural resources

4. Strengthen access to transportation, including 

better concurrency of transportation 

infrastructure with development. 



Website Usage

EnvisionWashoe2040 Hub Traffic



Envision Washoe 2040 GIS Hub
• ~25,000 views 

thus far. 

• Views have 

peaked during 

survey periods. 

www.envisionwashoe2040.org



County-Wide Vision and Values

Questionnaire #1 Summary



What changes have you noticed?
Respondents were asked to describe the way Washoe has changed over 
time…



What do you love about Washoe County?

• Participants overwhelmingly value 
Washoe’s access to recreation 
and natural areas.

• The small-town feel of Washoe 
County and rural heritage are key 
aspects to respondents.

• In the “Other” category, 
participants affirmed their 
appreciation for Washoe’s 
natural environment and rich 
cultural history.



What needs to be improved?

0% 20% 40% 60%

Infrastructure

Housing Options & Affordability

Connectivity

Sustainability

Transportation (Traffic,
Infrastructure, Multimodal Options)

Beautification

Job Opportunities

Entertainment

Recreation

Other

• Over half of participants believe that 
transportation needs to be 
improved.

• Major themes include managed 
growth and affordable housing.

• “Other” responses emphasize 
community safety and education.



From February 2022 County Tour

CAB Presentation Summary



Top comments from the February CAB meetings

Preserve the rural and agricultural character of the outlying County

Improve transportation efficiency and safety

Require infrastructure concurrent with development

Provide affordable housing

Protect water quality and other natural resources



Area Plans Survey

Questionnaire #2 Results



Area Plans Questionnaire Summary
• Open June 23rd -August 

30th

• Total of 571 responses

Area Number of 
Responses

Cold Springs 36

Forest 8

High Desert 12

North Valleys 61

Northeast Truckee Meadows 4

Northwest Truckee Meadows 22

Reno* 117

South Valleys 55

Southeast Truckee Meadows 32

Southwest Truckee Meadows 47

Spanish Springs 61

Sparks* 40

Sun Valley 27

Tahoe 22

Truckee Canyon 1

Verdi 21

Warm Springs 27

Total 571



Top Topics to be included in Area Plan Goals & 
Policies 

All communities chose
• Preserving scenic views

At least half chose at least one of the following:
• Implementing dark sky standards
• Expanding pedestrian and bicycle networks
• Promoting use of renewable energy including wind, 

solar, and geothermal



Top Topics to be included in Area Plan Goals & 
Policies 
Every community mentioned at least 
one of the following additional 
priorities:

• Water quality, water resource 
management, or wildlife corridor 
protection

• Affordable housing
• Traffic and road infrastructure
• Access and maintenance of public 

trails

Four Community Aspirations



Next Steps



Next Steps
• Adopt motion approving four community aspirations 

to guide principle and policy development of master 
plan. 

• Element Principle and Policy revisions (December)
• TAC/CAC review and meetings (January)

• Area Plan Principle and Policy development (January)
• Draft Plan anticipated Spring 2023



Possible Motion
I move that, after giving reasoned consideration to the information contained in the staff presentation and 
subsequent discussion, the Planning Commission approves the four following community aspirations as guiding 
principles for the Envision Washoe 2040 master plan update:
i. Maintain and strengthen access to scenic outdoor recreation opportunities;
ii. Strengthen access to housing;
iii. Maintain and strengthen efforts to conserve natural resources;
iv. Strengthen access to transportation, including better concurrency of transportation infrastructure with 

development. 



Questionnaire 2 Results (Extra Slides)



Plan 
Structure
Concepts Integration



Plan 
Structure
Area Plans 
Integration



Chapter 1 | Foundation
I. What is the Plan?

I. Connection to Other Plans and 
Documents

II. Plan Hierarchy
III. Goals/Objectives for the 

Update
II. Process and Engagement
III. Existing Conditions
IV. Area Plans Description

a. History of Plan Development 
b. How They Have Affected 

Development and Growth
c. Key Issues



Chapter 3 | 
Implementation

I. Actions for each Element
a. Capital improvement 

projects, additional 
studies/plans, land use 
code updates

II. Actions for Area Plans*

IMPLEMENTATION



Select the four (4) that you feel are most important to 
include in updated goals and policies for your area.
Cold Springs
• Preserving scenic 

views
• Implementing dark sky 

standards
• Creating design 

standards for industrial 
and commercial 
development

• Promoting use of 
renewable energy 
including wind, solar, 
and geothermal

Forest
• Expanding pedestrian 

and bicycle 
networks

• Preserving scenic 
views

• Implementing dark sky 
standards

• Promoting use of 
renewable energy 
including wind, solar, 
and geothermal

High Desert
• Preserving scenic 

views
• Implementing dark sky 

standards
• Creating design 

standards for 
industrial and 
commercial 
development

• Encourage diverse 
housing 
opportunities



What other key topics should be addressed in 
your area plan goals and policies?
Cold Springs
• Water use and water 

resource 
management

• Traffic and road 
infrastructure (safety, 
connectivity, 
enforcement)

• Sustainable and 
responsible growth

• Beautification
• Sufficient 

infrastructure for 
current development

Forest
• Preserving open space
• Increasing trail 

connectivity
• Fire safety and 

mitigation—defensible 
space

• Wildlife protection—
crossings, signage

• Water Quality

High Desert
• Water resources; 

pollution from nearby 
festivals

• Affordable housing



Select the four (4) that you feel are most important to 
include in updated goals and policies for your area.
North Valleys
• Preserving scenic 

views
• Implementing dark sky 

standards
• Promoting use of 

renewable energy 
including wind, solar, 
and geothermal

• Recognizing and 
preserving historic 
neighborhoods

Northeast Truckee 
Meadows
• Preserving scenic 

views
• Creating design 

standards for industrial 
and commercial 
development

• Implementing dark sky 
standards

• Expanding pedestrian 
and bicycle networks

Northwest Truckee 
Meadows
• Preserving scenic 

views
• Implementing dark sky 

standards
• Expanding pedestrian 

and bicycle 
networks

• Recognizing and 
preserving historic 
neighborhoods



What other key topics should be addressed in 
your area plan goals and policies?
North Valleys
• Maintaining the rural, 

low-density character
• Providing public 

services (schools, 
roads, etc.) before 
development begins

• Defensible space for 
community members 
near the WUI

• Traffic solutions to 
mitigate noise and 
safety hazards

• Affordable housing
that fits into the rural 
character of the area

Northeast Truckee 
Meadows
• Clear separation of 

industrial and 
residential areas

• Expansion of bike 
lanes and trails

Northwest Truckee 
Meadows
• Limiting commercial 

development around 
key natural areas

• Maintaining large lot 
sizes 

• Protect water 
resources and 
quality

• Native landscaping/ 
Xeriscaping



Select the four (4) that you feel are most important to 
include in updated goals and policies for your area.
South Valleys
• Preserving scenic 

views
• Implementing dark sky 

standards
• Recognizing and 

preserving historic 
neighborhoods

• Promoting use of 
renewable energy 
including wind, solar, 
and geothermal

Southeast Truckee 
Meadows
• Preserving scenic 

views
• Implementing dark sky 

standards
• Recognizing and 

preserving historic 
neighborhoods

• Expanding pedestrian 
and bicycle 
networks

Southwest Truckee 
Meadows
• Preserving scenic 

views
• Expanding pedestrian 

and bicycle networks
• Promoting use of 

renewable energy 
including wind, solar, 
and geothermal

• Recognizing and 
preserving historic 
neighborhoods



What other key topics should be addressed in 
your area plan goals and policies?
South Valleys
• Increase road safety 

through road design 
and connecting public 
transit

• Integrate wildlife 
corridors into 
planning and design

• Support food access 
through community 
gardens and 
supporting small-scale 
agriculture

• Multi-use trails, 
including equestrian 
activities

Southeast Truckee 
Meadows
• Strategically place 

commercial zones 
away from residential 
areas

• Water resource 
management and 
provision for current 
and new development

• Improve road safety
• Accommodations for 

aging population—
transit, activities

Southwest Truckee 
Meadows
• Dedicating open space 

and retaining existing 
open space 

• Affordable housing 
and public services for 
low-income populations

• Alternative waste 
disposal—composting 
services

• Traffic calming 
measures to increase 
road safety



Select the four (4) that you feel are most important to 
include in updated goals and policies for your area.
Spanish Springs
• Preserving scenic 

views
• Implementing dark sky 

standards
• Expanding pedestrian 

and bicycle 
networks

• Recognizing and 
preserving historic 
neighborhoods

Sun Valley
• Expanding pedestrian 

and bicycle 
networks

• Preserving scenic 
views

• Promoting use of 
renewable energy 
including wind, solar, 
and geothermal

• Implementing dark sky 
standards

Tahoe
• Preserving scenic 

views
• Implementing dark sky 

standards
• Expanding pedestrian 

and bicycle 
networks

• Encourage diverse 
housing 
opportunities



What other key topics should be addressed in 
your area plan goals and policies?
South Valleys
• Access and 

maintenance of 
public trails

• Road infrastructure 
and connectivity that 
meets the needs of a 
growing population

• Diverse transportation 
options, especially for 
seniors and people 
with disabilities

• Funding and creation 
of public services 
for new development

Sun Valley
• Expanding business 

opportunities in the 
area—both retail and 
office space to allow 
the community to 
work closer to home

• Building sidewalks and 
pedestrian-friendly 
infrastructure

Tahoe
• Short term rental 

policies and 
limitations

• Emergency evacuation 
routes and proactive 
emergency 
management 

• Underground utilities
• Workforce housing



Select the four (4) that you feel are most important to 
include in updated goals and policies for your area.
Truckee Canyon
• Preserving scenic 

views
• Recognizing and 

preserving historic 
neighborhoods

Verdi
• Implementing dark sky 

standards
• Preserving scenic 

views
• Creating design 

standards for industrial 
and commercial 
development

• Recognizing and 
preserving historic 
neighborhoods

Warm Springs
• Preserving scenic 

views
• Implementing dark sky 

standards
• Promoting use of 

renewable energy 
including wind, solar, 
and geothermal

• Creating design 
standards for industrial 
and commercial 
development



What other key topics should be addressed in 
your area plan goals and policies?
Truckee Canyon
• N/A

Verdi
• Infrastructure that 

meets the current 
needs of the population 
before expansion

• Emergency services due 
to proximity to WUI

• Preserve natural 
land and habitats for 
wildlife

• Safe access to trails 
and recreation

Tahoe
• Preservation of rural 

lifestyle and limited 
commercial growth

• Conservation of 
groundwater quality and 
quantity

• Accommodate growing 
population and their need 
for public services

• Considerations for impacted 
wildlife due to 
development

• Road infrastructure 
improvements for main 
roads


