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Project Location

➢ Project area spans four parcels 
totaling ~28,000 acres managed by 
BLM

• Area of Interest (AOI) is limited 
to 2,724 acres

➢ Near intersection of State Highway 
447 and Highway 34; approximately 1 
mile northwest of Gerlach

➢ All parcels zoned General Rural

➢ Project design consistent with High 
Desert Area Plan and Character 
Management Area 



Project Background

• Ormat submitted an Operations Plan 
to the BLM for geothermal exploration 
activities in 2020

• BLM issued a Final Environmental 
Assessment, Decision Record and 
Findings of No Significant Impacts on 
October 21, 2022



Project Request

Administrative Permit

➢ Allows “development of geothermal 
exploration/development test wells” as 
permitted per WC Section 110.328.15.

➢ Allows drilling and testing for up to 13 
geothermal exploration wells and 
approximately 32 acres of disturbance 
for pads and access roads.



Project Details

➢ Well pads

▪ Limited to 13 well pads per BLM 
approval

▪ Each well pad approximately 2.1 acres 
per pad (~ 300’ x 300’)

▪ Pads will be graded to match physical 
and environmental characteristics of 
site to minimize disturbance

▪ One pad drilled at a time and only 
when scheduled will the pad be 
cleared

▪ Total surface disturbance for well pads  
-~32 acres (if all 13 pads needed) 

• Cuts and fills minimized to reduce 
visual impacts

• ~ 237,000 CY cut; ~156,000 CY fill



Project Details

➢ Site Access

▪ Will use existing roads where possible

▪ Roads 20’ wide with 15’ roadbed

▪ Total road disturbance estimated to be 
4.5 acres (existing & new roads)

▪ Native materials from pad grading will 
be reused as appropriate

➢ Surface Reclamation

▪ After drilling/testing complete, wells 
plugged and abandoned in accordance 
with BLM requirements 

▪ Well pads will be recontoured to blend 
with the surrounding topography and 
reclaimed with native grasses

▪ Roads will be recontoured to original 
condition and seeded with BLM 
approved seed mix



Viewshed Analysis

• Photo simulations prepared to support 
BLM review of project

• BLM identified three well pads within 
Area of Interest

• Used to determine day and/or night 
time impacts associated with a single 
operation drill rig at proposed well 
pads

• BLM determined the project meets 
Dark Sky standards (as noted in EA)



Viewshed Analysis
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WHO WE ARE

• Ormat is an established global leader in renewable 

energy headquartered in Reno

• Has history and knowledge working in the San 

Emidio/Gerlach area

• We are Washoe County community members  

• Ormat and its employees are committed to the  

communities where we live and work

EXPLORATION

• Evaluates whether a commercially viable resource is 

present 

• Requires drilling exploration wells to locate and test the 

resource

• Years of environmental planning and coordination go 

into each project prior to any site activity

WASHOE COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE PERMIT
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