BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
WASHOE COUNTY, NEVADA
TUESDAY

10:00 A.M.

OCTOBER 9, 2018

PRESENT:
Marsha Berkbigler, Chair
Kitty Jung, Vice Chair
Vaughn Hartung, Commissioner
Jeanne Herman, Commissioner
Nancy Parent, County Clerk
John Slaughter, County Manager
Paul Lipparelli, Deputy District Attorney
ABSENT:
Bob Lucey, Commissioner
The Washoe County Board of Commissioners convened at 10:00 a.m. in
regular session in the Commission Chambers of the Washoe County Administration
Complex, 1001 East Ninth Street, Reno, Nevada. Following the Pledge of Allegiance to
the flag of our Country, the Clerk called the roll and the Board conducted the following
business:
18-0733

AGENDA ITEM 3 Public Comment.

Ms. Tammy Holt-Still displayed documents, copies of which were placed
on file with the Clerk. She indicated the County was served with a request for judicial
review regarding the Prado Ranch development. She expressed concern about
development happening in a flood plain and asked the Board to listen to its residents. She
alleged the County would be responsible if residents in that area were flooded and the
Board should consider future lawsuits.
Ms. Cassidy Setser, resident of Sun Valley, said a petition was filed about
dumping on a road in Sun Valley. She claimed someone was accepting cash payments to
use the road as a dump and homeless people were living in vehicles in the area. She
mentioned the petition had over 100 signatures, though she acknowledged the road was
privately owned. She was not sure whether the heirs who were deeded the property even
knew they owned it. She asked for the item to be put on the next agenda.
Mr. Jay Hampton stated he owned a piece of property just off of Quartz
Lane and said the property referenced by Ms. Setser was becoming dangerous. He said
since the County rescinded the deed on that property, all agencies claimed they could not
do anything about the problem. He suggested the Board rescind the original rescission
and clean up the property. He asked for the topic to be placed on an agenda for
consideration.
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Ms. Tonja Brown read a letter written by Annemarie Grant about the death
of her brother Thomas Purdy. She alleged Mr. Purdy was hogtied for 40 minutes and then
smothered; this was one of three homicides that took place at the jail in one year. She
cited Nevada Revised Statute (NRS) 241.035 and said the substance of her remarks
should have been included in the minutes. She acknowledged Assistant District Attorney
Paul Lipparelli’s interpretation of the NRS was that electronically-submitted
communication did not constitute remarks made to the Commission. She expressed
concern about people who were unable to attend meetings because of mental or physical
disabilities. She requested the substance of her remarks be included in the minutes and
the documents submitted be visible to all. Ms. Brown did not submit any documentation
for inclusion in the minutes. County Clerk Nancy Parent indicated Ms. Grant had emailed
those comments to her and she would include them in the record.
Mr. Michael Pitkin introduced himself as a homosexual, HIV-positive
Satanist and said he advocated for morality reform in the Code through acts of
compromise. He said opioid campaign ads from the County and the Governor’s Office
were not mandated and did not address patient under-treatment. He remarked the Health
Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 did not protect against leaks to law
enforcement and drug treatment medical records could legally be used to incarcerate
people. He felt all drugs should be legalized and managed by the government, and he
advocated for safer injection facilities. He claimed he was undertreated because of
political and religious bias. He provided a document which was placed on file with the
Clerk.
Mr. Donald Fossum expressed gratitude for the senior dance programs
supported by the County. He discovered many extra people were being registered to his
home on their voter registrations and he could conceivably be outvoted four to one. None
of these had prior residency at that address and he was not the type of person to
encourage this practice.
Mr. Levi Hooper, an advocate for the homeless, reminded citizens
homeless people could die in the winter. He asked the Board for help and requested
clothing donations for a family from Arizona. He praised the decision to place public
comment first on the agenda. He mentioned a woman in midtown was kicked out of her
apartment for renovations and by the time she returned her rent had increased from $560
a month to $1,000. He expressed concern about crime in the midtown area.
Mr. Sam Dehne spoke about a vote on a water pipeline for the TahoeReno Industrial Center, the decision to place public comment first on the agenda, and
President of the Economic Development Authority of Western Nevada Mike Kazmierski.
Ms. Katherine Snedigar stated volunteer firefighters were not allowed to
leave their truck during a recent fire and claimed the administrator for the volunteer fire
department confirmed her comments. She expressed frustration about communication to
citizens about development projects and asked how many subdivisions in the state were
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based on surface water. She said there would only be one discussion on a certain
proposed development. She remarked a developer was building three houses then waiting
before building three more as a way of bypassing the system.
Ms. Kathie Cook, a realtor in Sun Valley, said one of her clients asked her
to attend the meeting. The client had three properties in neighborhood commercial zoned
areas where no homes could be placed and he received notice the topic would be
considered on this agenda. The client asked Ms. Cook to point out he constructed the
properties to the requirements in place at the time with proper permits, but they were
difficult to sell. She said the client hoped the change to the Master Plan would be
approved.
Ms. Parent said she would place comments received from Annemarie
Grant on the record.
18-0734

AGENDA ITEM 4 Appearance: Mike Kazmierski, President and CEO
Economic Development Authority of Western Nevada (EDAWN).
Presentation and annual update.

President and Chief Executive Officer of the Economic Development
Authority of Western Nevada (EDAWN) Mike Kazmierski thanked the County for its
support, from the Chair’s attendance at its meetings to the Commissioners’ involvement
at EDAWN events. He noted County Manager John Slaughter was on EDAWN’s
executive committee and involved in its day to day activities. He said it was a community
effort to grow the economy in a smart way.
Mr. Kazmierski conducted a PowerPoint presentation and reviewed slides
with the following titles: What Does EDAWN Do?; Updated Economic Development
Stool; Prospect Visits Per Month; EDAWN Assisted New Jobs 2007-2017; 2017-2018
Washoe County Projects (2 slides); Available Workforce Almost Gone; It’s Not Slowing
Down!; This is Not a Bubble; Average Wages of EDAWN Projects; 2018 Attraction
Priorities; Are We Growing Too Fast?; 130 Companies Located FY 2013-2017;
EDAWN’s Goals – Retention/Expansion; Retention-Expansion-Workforce; Workforce
Development Activities (2 slides); Entrepreneurial Successes in 2017; Programs We
Support; Examples of Companies We Help; Community Development Initiatives;
Regional Public/Private Partners; and Questions.
Mr. Kazmierski said the main purpose of EDAWN was attracting highpaying jobs for the present and the future. Additionally they focused on helping
companies retain employees and grow, as well as supporting entrepreneurs. He pointed
out a great community was needed to be successful. He stated it was not an accident that
EDAWN’s prospect numbers were down in 2018; EDAWN decreased its marketing
efforts, choosing instead to focus on smaller, high-wage companies. He remarked it was
important to upgrade the scales of existing industries so people could get better jobs to
help with higher rents. The dip in assisted jobs in 2017-18 was due to EDAWN
encouraging companies who were not paying $20 an hour to go elsewhere.
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Mr. Kazmierski explained New Deantronics was not only a manufacturing
facility but a medical device manufacturer with a research and development component
and an incubator. He said the area was continuing to gain and lose jobs so bringing in
higher-paying jobs would benefit everyone. He noted some prospective companies were
getting close to a decision and, while the job totals were smaller than in the past,
EDAWN was targeting companies that would produce 100-200 high-paying jobs. He said
the area was an advanced manufacturing hub, which would create jobs paying between
$60,000 and $80,000 a year.
Mr. Kazmierski said in 2014 they projected the creation of 50,000 jobs in
five years; that was expected to occur by the end of 2018. Additionally, based on current
trends the tapering off of job growth would likely not be as significant as projected. He
commented EDAWN prioritized attracting jobs in advanced manufacturing, robotics,
software development, and coding. He clarified growth was in line with historical trends;
it seemed more dramatic because it followed the recession.
Mr. Kazmierski said EDAWN supported companies to retain employees
and worked with them on workforce development, attraction, and other concerns.
EDAWN worked with State and local education institutions on training and increasing
funding for workforce development. He mentioned a story about an entrepreneurial
success in the area and added most entrepreneurial jobs were in technology.
Mr. Kazmierski said the school infrastructure initiative was important
because the average school in the area was fifty years old and there was no funding to
repair or maintain them. Area schools would now be state-of-the-art facilities because of
that initiative. He said supporting the arts and culture community was undervalued even
though it was attractive to companies who were considering the region. Regarding
regional flood control, he cited a study which concluded it would cost the area $2.5
billion to repair the amount of damage that occurred in 1997 but it would only cost the
community $200 million to fix it forever. He felt this year’s Washoe County Question 1
would be an inexpensive solution to an expensive problem.
18-0735

AGENDA ITEM 5 Announcements/Reports.

County Manager John Slaughter noted Agenda Item 19 would be pulled as
there was no need for a closed session for labor discussions.
Commissioner Herman asked that the County have fair sales of properties
that became available because of death or failure to pay taxes so those properties would
go back into the private sector. This would put them back on the tax rolls which would
help the County. She stated the Quartz Lane issue needed to be addressed because
emergency vehicles and fire engines could not get through that area. She remarked
Citizen Advisory Board meetings needed to happen regularly because people could not
take time off to speak at Board of County Commissioner meetings.
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Chair Berkbigler clarified Commissioner Herman’s comments about
property sales related to Agenda Item 6E.
Commissioner Hartung provided an update that the traffic signal at Calle
De La Plata and Pyramid Highway was nearly complete. He announced the next part of
the project would be an acceleration lane from Sha Neva Road to West Calle De La Plata.
The companies Martin Marietta and Pyramid Materials agreed to enter into a publicprivate partnership and would supply the materials. He stated this would make the area
much safer.
Commissioner Jung said she attended the new Division of Motor Vehicles
groundbreaking event and added Governor Sandoval remarked the south Reno area had
become the center of Reno. She mentioned Clark/Sullivan Construction was the builder
and they were part of the Conscious Capitalism movement. She congratulated
Commissioner Hartung for his part in getting the Calle De La Plata traffic signal
completed. She asked for staff to look into the voter squatting issue referenced during
public comment. She asked whether the County had a post office box for homeless
people to use in order to vote. She wanted to make sure every vote counted but also
wanted the process to be transparent. She announced she would attend a Nevada Works
meeting on October 12.
Commissioner Jung indicated she had been dealing with the Quartz Lane
problem since she first got into office but ran into an issue because it was private
property. She thought there might be funds through the Sun Valley General Improvement
District to perform a cleanup of the area and suggested posting signs or having the
Sheriff’s Office impose fines. She requested staff either place the item on a future agenda
or brief the entire Board about possible action.
County Clerk Nancy Parent noted the Clerk’s Office received a complaint
from property owners in the Quartz Lane area and Nevada Revised Statute required her to
bring the item to the Board of County Commissioners. She said she was working to get
the item placed on an agenda, adding it had to be achieved within 30 to 40 days.
Chair Berkbigler thought it was an area of great concern, specifically the
fire risk caused by the problem. She wanted to see the item quickly. She pointed out
Assistant County Manager Kate Thomas spoke with the gentleman who had concerns
about voters using his mailing address. Mr. Slaughter said he already sent information to
Registrar of Voters Deanna Spikula and added the Board could request a presentation
about preparations and other issues. Chair Berkbigler expressed concern that multiple
voters voting from the same address could result in the actual resident’s vote not
counting. Mr. Slaughter said they would arrange to have Ms. Spikula make a presentation
before the Board at the October 23 meeting.
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Commissioner Hartung wondered how the County verified the legitimacy
of voters’ addresses when multiple people were registered at the same address. He
mentioned there would be a question on the ballot about the Division of Motor Vehicles
registering citizens to vote and verifying their addresses.
Commissioner Herman said she had received mail for several people and
one lady she researched had five different addresses in the County. She wondered how
many times that woman had voted. Chair Berkbigler thought that issue had been
addressed the last time Commissioner Herman brought it up.
Commissioner Jung promoted a series of open houses that would be held
by the Truckee Meadows Fire Protection District on October 13. She listed the event
locations and prizes that would be given away, including an ash can. Commissioner
Hartung commented ash cans were free to any County resident who requested one.
Chair Berkbigler expressed concern about an allegation made during
public comment of a developer building three homes, then pausing, then building more
homes as a way of sidestepping the rules. County Manager John Slaughter indicated staff
was already working on the issue.
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS – 6A1 THROUGH 6F
18-0736

6A1 Approval of minutes for the Board of County Commissioners'
regular meeting of August 28, 2018. Clerk. (All Commission Districts.)

18-0737

6A2 Acknowledge the communications and reports received by the Clerk
on behalf of the Board of County Commissioners. Clerk. (All Commission
Districts)

18-0738

6B Approve the Independent Contractor Agreement with Frankie Lemus,
a Sole Proprietor, to provide Needs Assessment Support Services in the
amount of [$104,000], retroactive July 1, 2018 to June 30, 2019, and
authorize the Purchasing and Contracts Manager to execute the agreement.
Human Services Agency. (All Commission Districts.)

18-0739

6C Approve authorization for the Sheriff’s Office to sign Security
Agreements between construction companies and the County of Washoe
on behalf of Washoe County Sheriff’s Office to provide uniformed Deputy
Sheriffs for law enforcement presence at construction sites along
highways and roadways for the retroactive period of August 15, 2018
through June 30, 2019. Sheriff. (All Commission Districts.)
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18-0740

6D Approve the reimbursement of travel and training related to public
safety training courses and conferences approved by the 911 Committee
for each of the primary Public Safety Answering Points (PSAPs) of the
City of Reno, the City of Sparks and Washoe County in an amount not to
exceed [$55,000] for travel and not to exceed [$45,000] for seminars and
meetings for Fiscal Year 2018-2019. Total expenditures not to exceed
[$100,000] to be funded within the adopted Enhanced 911 Fund operating
budget. Technology Services. (All Commission Districts.)

18-0741

6E Authorize Washoe County Treasurer to auction all delinquent lands
held in trust for a total amount not less than the amount of the taxes, costs,
penalties and interest legally chargeable against the property with the
exception of those parcels listed on Exhibit “A” and approve and execute
the Resolution Authorizing the Washoe County Treasurer to Transfer to
Other Governmental Entities, Real Property held in Trust Due to Property
Tax Delinquencies and Other Matters Properly Related Thereto. Treasurer.
(All Commission Districts.)

18-0742

6F Appointment of Kate Thomas, Assistant County Manager as Interim
Public Guardian following the October 5, 2018 retirement of Susan
DeBoer. Manager. (All Commission Districts.)

County Manager John Slaughter noted the City of Reno requested that one
of the parcels in Agenda Item 6E that was previously set aside for them be placed back
on the list. He indicated the parcel number was 162-082-02. Addressing a comment made
earlier by Commissioner Herman, Mr. Slaughter said only four of the 102 parcels listed
were being requested by public agencies for public use, two for open space and two for
street use by the City of Reno.
Commissioner Hartung asked when the Public Guardian position would
come before the Board. Mr. Slaughter responded Kate Thomas would be appointed the
interim Public Guardian since Susan DeBoer retired. He said the recruitment process had
begun and at the end of that process the County Manager would make a recommendation
to the Board, but he did not have a timetable for that to occur. Commissioner Hartung
stated it was an integral position and he hoped to see it filled sooner rather than later. He
thanked Ms. Thomas for taking on the responsibility.
There was no public comment on the Consent Agenda Items listed above.
On motion by Commissioner Hartung, seconded by Commissioner Jung,
which motion duly carried on a 4-0 vote with Commissioner Lucey absent, it was ordered
that Consent Agenda Items 6A through 6F be approved. Any and all Resolutions or
Interlocal Agreements pertinent to Consent Agenda Items 6A1 through 6F are attached
hereto and made a part of the minutes thereof.
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BLOCK VOTE – 7, 9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15
18-0743

AGENDA ITEM 7 Recommendation to reappoint Mr. James Ainsworth
and Ms. Barbara “Bobbi” Lazzarone as regular members to serve on the
Washoe County Board of Equalization with a term to expire June 30, 2020
and Ms. Jamie Krahne as an alternate to serve on the Washoe County
Board of Equalization with term to expire June 30, 2019. Manager. (All
Commission Districts.)
There was no response to the call for public comment.

On motion by Commissioner Jung, seconded by Commissioner Hartung,
which motion duly carried on a 4-0 vote with Commissioner Lucey absent, it was ordered
that Mr. James Ainsworth and Ms. Barbara “Bobbi” Lazzarone be appointed to serve on
the Washoe County Board of Equalization as regular members and Ms. Jamie Krahne be
appointed as an alternate.
18-0744

AGENDA ITEM 9 Recommendation to award Washoe County Bid
#3049-18 and approve the Mosquito Abatement Products for the
Environmental Health Services Division of the Washoe County Health
District. On a multiple award basis, (Adapco Inc., Clarke Mosquito
Control Products, Valent Biosciences and Rentokil North America), all
four (4) responsive, responsible bidders were awarded various bid items
based on lowest cost pricing and/or rebates offered. Where prices from
bidders were equal, Adapco Inc. was awarded the bid on the basis that
they were the only supplier to offer a rebate in their bid documentation.
This award recommendation is made on a requirements basis with an
[adopted annual base budget of $231,500]. The term of the award shall be
from the date of bid approval through December 31, 2021 with the County
retaining the option for a one (1) year extension. Health District. (All
Commission Districts)
There was no response to the call for public comment.

On motion by Commissioner Jung, seconded by Commissioner Hartung,
which motion duly carried on a 4-0 vote with Commissioner Lucey absent, it was ordered
that Agenda Item 9 be awarded and approved.
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18-0745

AGENDA ITEM 11 Request by the County Manager, through the
Washoe County Clerk, and pursuant to Washoe County Code (“WCC”)
2.030, to initiate amendments to the Washoe County Code (Chapter 5Administration and Personnel, Chapter 15- County Finances; Purchasing,
and Chapter 65- Safety and Disaster Services) and to direct the County
Clerk to submit the request to the District Attorney’s Office for
preparation of proposed ordinances in accordance with WCC 2.040.
Manager. (All Commission Districts.)
There was no response to the call for public comment.

On motion by Commissioner Jung, seconded by Commissioner Hartung,
which motion duly carried on a 4-0 vote with Commissioner Lucey absent, it was ordered
that Agenda Item 11 be initiated and directed.
18-0746

AGENDA ITEM 12 Recommendation to acknowledge the grant awards
from the State of Nevada, Administrative Office of the Courts to the
Second Judicial District Court, in the amount of [$180,345], no County
match required, to support the Medication-Assisted Treatment Court, and
in the amount of [$50,991], no County match required, to support the
Youth Offender Diversion Court, effective retroactively July 1, 2018
through June 30, 2019. No budget adjustments are necessary as this award
was anticipated and accounted for during the budget process for fiscal year
2019. District Court. (All Commission Districts)
There was no response to the call for public comment.

On motion by Commissioner Jung, seconded by Commissioner Hartung,
which motion duly carried on a 4-0 vote with Commissioner Lucey absent, it was ordered
that Agenda Item 12 be acknowledged.
18-0747

AGENDA ITEM 13 Recommend approval of the reimbursement of costs
incurred by the City of Reno, the City of Sparks, and departments of
Washoe County for expenses related to and in support of the Enhanced
911 Emergency Response System and approved by the 911 Committee in
an amount not to exceed [$2,945,612] for Fiscal Year 2018-2019 as
specified within the adopted Enhanced 911 Fund’s operating budget.
Technology Services. (All Commission Districts.)
There was no response to the call for public comment.

On motion by Commissioner Jung, seconded by Commissioner Hartung,
which motion duly carried on a 4-0 vote with Commissioner Lucey absent, it was ordered
that Agenda Item 13 be approved.
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18-0748

AGENDA ITEM 14 Recommendation to approve the purchase of one
3500 XL Genetic Analyzer from ThermoFisher Scientific at a cost of
[$180,476.85] using $158,340.00 from the 2016 Capacity Enhancement
Backlog Reduction (CEBR) DNA Grant (IO 11362) and $22,136.85 from
the restricted funding set up for DNA offender mandates per NRS
176.0911-0917 (IO 20391) under a sole source purchasing exemption.
Sheriff. (All Commission Districts)

Commissioner Hartung noted there was a member of the forensics lab in
attendance and he praised the lab for what they did for the community.
There was no response to the call for public comment.
On motion by Commissioner Jung, seconded by Commissioner Hartung,
which motion duly carried on a 4-0 vote with Commissioner Lucey absent, it was ordered
that Agenda Item 14 be approved.
18-0749

AGENDA ITEM 15 Recommendation to approve Amendment #4 to the
Agreement for Child Protection Facility Operator at the Kids Kottages
retroactive July 1, 2018 to February 28, 2019 with Adams and Associates,
LLC, in an amount not to exceed [$1,900,000]; and authorize the
Purchasing and Contracts Manager to sign the agreement. Human Services
Agency. (All Commission Districts.)
There was no public comment on this item.

On motion by Commissioner Jung, seconded by Commissioner Hartung,
which motion duly carried on a 4-0 vote with Commissioner Lucey absent, it was ordered
that Agenda Item 15 be approved and authorized.
18-0750

AGENDA ITEM 8 Recommendation to appoint two candidates from a
pool of applicants including: Lori Bomberger, Anthony DeMoe, Ray
Kabisch, Joe Kircher, and Jim Rhea to fill the two vacant seats on the
Washoe County Advisory Board to Manage Wildlife, with a term effective
October 10, 2018 through June 30, 2021. Manager. (All Commission
Districts.)

The Commissioners each relayed their choices to fill the vacant seats:
Commissioner Herman selected Mr. Anthony DeMoe, Commissioner Hartung chose Mr.
Ray Kabisch and Mr. Jim Rhea, and Commissioner Jung picked Ms. Lori Bomberger and
Mr. DeMoe.
On the call for public comment, Mr. Rex Flowers said he currently served
as a Director for The Coalition for Nevada’s Wildlife, though he was speaking on his
own behalf. He thought the Board needed to consider those individuals who were
involved in wildlife and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) involved with wildlife.
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He said Washoe County lost all its representation at the State level because there had
been no commitment to attend those commission meetings. He recommended Mr.
Kabisch, who he said was a member of several NGOs, and Mr. Rhea, who was a
longtime sportsman and wildlife advocate.
Chair Berkbigler also chose Mr. Kabisch. She pointed out Mr. Kabisch
had two votes, as did Mr. DeMoe. She felt those two should be selected because they had
the most votes.
Commissioner Hartung admitted he only researched the candidates and
spoke to others who were involved. He selected his two candidates based on discussions
with people. He asked the Commission not to overlook his selections and to choose
people who they could be sure would stay involved.
Commissioner Jung said she reached her decision based on the
applications received. She pointed out Mr. Rhea and Mr. Kabisch were nominated by the
board itself, so choosing Mr. DeMoe and Mr. Kabisch would make one selection the
Board nominated and one from the outside.
Commissioner Hartung asked whether they should vote for each member
individually. Deputy District Attorney Paul Lipparelli answered the Board could use any
process it wanted as long as the votes were not done in secret.
After a brief discussion, the Commissioners cast their votes again.
Commissioner Herman selected Mr. DeMoe and Mr. Kabisch. Commissioner Hartung
chose Mr. Kabisch and Mr. Rhea. Commissioner Jung selected Mr. DeMoe and Mr.
Kabisch. Chair Berkbigler chose Mr. Kabisch and Mr. DeMoe.
Commissioner Hartung stated he would support the motion since the
Board went through the nomination process.
On motion by Commissioner Jung, seconded by Commissioner Herman,
which motion duly carried on a 4-0 vote with Commissioner Lucey absent, it was ordered
that Anthony DeMoe and Ray Kabitch be appointed to the Washoe County Advisory
Board to Manage Wildlife.
18-0751

AGENDA ITEM 10 Recommendation to authorize the County Manager
to work with Foundation Forward, Inc. to pursue the funding and
installation of a Charters of Freedom educational project adjacent to the
Historic Courthouse at 200 S. Virginia St. Manager. (Commission District
3.)

County Manager John Slaughter mentioned he was aware of this effort
and he was excited to see it happen.
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Assistant County Manager Kate Thomas said the County was approached
by Mr. Chuck Slavin and Mr. Mike Widmer to erect a Charters of Freedom installation at
the courthouse.
County Clerk Nancy Parent said she received a pamphlet which she made
a part of the record.
Mr. Slavin said he and Mr. Widmer were associated with Foundation
Forward, an educational non-profit organization whose mission was to bring the
Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and the Bill of Rights to communities
around the country. The originals of these documents, known as the Charters of Freedom,
were on display at the National Archives in Washington D.C. He showed a brief video
about the foundation and the Charters of Freedom.
Mr. Slavin indicated the proposed location at the courthouse on Virginia
Street would be ideal because it would have good visibility.
11:19 a.m.

Commissioner Herman left the meeting.

Mr. Widmer displayed a rendering of what the installation would look
like, a copy of which was placed on file with the Clerk. He said the intent was to raise
$70,000 and he anticipated that happening within a year’s time. Some of the funding
would come from in-kind services. He intended to give a similar presentation to service
organizations and he had no doubt this project would get funded.
Chair Berkbigler said seeing the Declaration of Independence was one of
her favorite things to do in Washington D.C.
Commissioner Jung thanked Mr. Slavin and Mr. Widmer for giving
citizens the opportunity to see the country’s founding papers. She felt children were not
taught the importance of the nation’s history and offered to help raise money. Mr. Slavin
admitted they were novices at fundraising and would appreciate references for groups or
organizations to visit.
Commissioner Hartung stated this was a worthwhile cause and offered his
assistance.
There was no response to the call for public comment.
On motion by Commissioner Jung, seconded by Commissioner Hartung,
which motion duly carried on a 3-0 vote with Commissioners Lucey and Herman absent,
it was ordered that Agenda Item 10 be authorized.
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18-0752

AGENDA ITEM 16 Recommendation to approve an Interlocal Lease
Contract between Washoe County and the State of Nevada, by and
through its Department of Health and Human Services, to lease property
located at the Northern Nevada Adult Mental Health Services campus,
APN 032-050-56 for Washoe County programs that serve Northern
Nevada’s vulnerable populations [no lease cost to Washoe County;
maintenance and service related costs are approximately $717,338
annually]. Community Sevices. (Commission District 3.)

County Manager John Slaughter underscored the significance of this item
with regard the County’s work on homelessness.
Commissioner Hartung stated former Assistant County Manager Kevin
Schiller began work on this project but he praised Ms. Amber Howell for the phenomenal
work she had done since. He mentioned the State of Nevada offered significant pushback
because they had a different vision for the campus.
Ms. Howell remarked her presentation would address what the lease
would do and a presentation about programmatic elements would come at a later time.
She conducted a PowerPoint presentation, a copy of which was placed on file with the
Clerk, and reviewed slides with the following titles: Current Structure; Community
Assistance Center; CAC Campus Playground; Reasons That Lead to Residents’
Homelessness; What Residents Need to Live Independently; Crossroads; Current
Challenges/New Opportunities; CAC Services Levels/Demographic; Households Served;
Physical & Mental Health Conditions; CAC Enter & Exit Statistics; NNAMHS Campus
Proposal; NNAMHS Campus Parcel Map; Daybreak; Expected Outcomes/Goals; Goals
& Residents’ Plans; and Questions.
Ms. Howell said the Community Assistance Center (CAC) on Record
Street contained the men’s shelter, the women’s shelter, and the family shelter; overflow
capacity was housed offsite. She pointed out more than 2,600 people spent at least one
night in the emergency shelter and children were one of the areas of focus for the Human
Services Agency (HSA). The HSA sought to provide a more kid-friendly environment.
She stated there was very little space at the CAC, which forced the municipalities to look
for overflow locations. The current solution was to erect more tents and beds.
Ms. Howell said the proposal to utilize the Northern Nevada Adult Mental
Health Services (NNAMHS) campus began in April by meeting with the State. The
original plan was to put a men’s shelter on a six-acre parcel at the NNAMHS campus to
address overflow concerns at the CAC. She said the County began exploring the
possibility of using underutilized buildings in the community that required significant
rehabilitation. She stated they toured the site 30 times and performed data analysis of the
CAC’s users to determine how they could provide more space.
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Ms. Howell indicated the highlighted buildings on the NNAMHS campus
parcel map were included in the lease agreement. She noted River House and the
Temporary Assistance for Displaced Seniors (TADS) home were already operational as
Crossroads facilities, but the addition of three cottages would allow the HSA to serve
twice as many female Crossroads clients. She said the homeless families’ and homeless
women’s facilities would be relocated to the NNAMHS campus. Additionally, the
portion of the CAC dedicated to postpartum care would be relocated to the new site and
expanded to increase its current capacity from six beds to twelve. She anticipated the new
space could allow the HSA to serve 75 families, up from 50.
Ms. Howell said the HSA had been having difficulty finding funding and a
location for the Daybreak program but they found a perfect building at the new campus.
The new building would triple the number of clients the Daybreak program could serve to
around 100. She added building 601 was not on the original design but the HSA received
donations which could allow it to expand the independent living/homeless youth
program; the new building could house 50 individuals. She pointed out many local young
homeless citizens did not like to visit the shelter but she thought the new campus would
allow the HSA to use a different targeted approach for each of the different populations.
Ms. Howell pointed out the lease would not cost the County anything. One
of the challenges was getting a consensus at the State level to trust the County to do this.
She recognized the Governor’s office, Chief of Staff Mike Willden, and Nevada Health
and Human Services Director Richard Whitley had offered trust and assistance. She said
the proposal had to go before the Board of Examiners on November 13 for a final vote
since it received a unanimous vote from the Community Homeless Advisory Board. She
thanked Assistant County Manager Dave Solaro for his involvement. She noted the
County had to locate $700,000 in the budget for the operation and maintenance of the
campus and they were working with the City of Reno to determine which populations to
begin migrating.
Ms. Howell summarized this was not a solution to the homeless problem
but it was a foundation from which to build. She thought separating populations and
providing targeted case management would help improve people’s lives; this could not be
done in the current space. The campus would allow for more space and additional
security. She added she would return to the Board with a staffing plan that would address
the programs and lay out how they would serve the populations. She hoped clients in one
of the shelters would migrate to the Crossroads program seamlessly.
Adding to Chair Berkbigler’s comment about daycare, Ms. Howell stated
the homeless shelter’s learning center building would be isolated for daycare only. She
said each age group would have its own room. There would be a closed-off outdoor area
as well, and a significant amount of curriculum was being purchased for the center. She
mentioned the childcare block grant had increased 86 percent over the past year and the
County was attempting to obtain some of those funds so families would not have to
worry about paying for childcare. She stated the facility would be open to anyone after
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leaving the shelter. This building would take care of a vulnerable population and help
them achieve significant milestones.
Commissioner Hartung asked whether the County was still pursuing a
partnership with Nevada Senior Services (NSS). Ms. Howell said the HSA was
researching whether they had to do a request for proposal (RFP) or a services agreement
with them. She said NSS helped the County with a redesign of its senior services and she
hoped they would apply if the County went through the RFP process. She said the County
performed a fiscal analysis to determine the revenue that would be needed.
Commissioner Hartung encouraged Chair Berkbigler and Commissioner
Jung to visit Mr. Jeffrey Klein at NSS, who he praised for leveraging outside dollars to
accomplish things previously thought impossible. Commissioner Hartung hoped the
County would establish a relationship with NSS and that they would model its program
after NSS’ program, which featured a chef and art programs.
Commissioner Hartung asked whether there would be a training program
to give homeless youth a skillset that would get them out of homelessness. Ms. Howell
replied that was the goal and, while the HSA was not the expert in this population, the
HSA would consider a contractual agreement with experts in this area. The idea would be
to stop the homeless cycle for every individual, which was only achievable with intensive
case management services.
Commissioner Hartung praised the success of the Crossroads program,
citing at one point there was a waiting list. He hoped to provide individuals with an
education and teach them to be self-sustaining. Ms. Howell responded data analysis
showed mental health, medical concerns, and addiction issues needed to be addressed.
Commissioner Jung stated it was important to recognize that every
community had homelessness; it was part of living in a free society. She said the
Crossroads program proved to the Governor and the Director of Human Services that
evidence-based case management for people in trouble was the most sustainable way to
change lives. She stated the space would allow for real transformation and suggested Ms.
Howell become a consultant in this area after she retired. She said Ms. Howell helped the
municipalities realize warehousing people was not a solution, although it was useful
during hot, smoky, or cold days. She remarked county government should be providing
an evidence-based case-managed approach and they should be the custodians for the
vulnerable and the voiceless.
Commissioner Hartung inquired whether the County would use the
majority of the campus. He mentioned some of the people taken to the Sheriff’s Office
did not belong there and the County could lessen that burden with this campus. He said
there could be funding to accomplish that and recalled it cost $300 to book someone. He
thought there was a better way to handle mental health issues than incarcerating people.

OCTOBER 9, 2018

PAGE 15

Ms. Howell responded programs like Crossroads were a great diversion
for that population and the volume of those incidents in the Sheriff’s Office was due to
the HSA not having the capacity to handle them. One of the goals was to review the men
in the Record Street shelter and decide who should move into the Crossroads program.
She commented there were 50 people who finished the Crossroads programs that could
not move out because they could not afford housing; this took up 50 Crossroads beds.
She said they needed to address how to get people out of the program. She agreed solving
these bottlenecks would relieve inmates needing mental health and addiction treatment.
Commissioner Hartung said people with behavior issues could get arrested
and brought to the Sheriff’s Office. He hoped the new campus would lessen the need to
arrest people just because it was the simplest avenue. He said there was no place to take
non-violent people with mental issues or drug addiction because jail did not help those
people. Ms. Howell agreed and said building more prison beds and shelter beds would
not help without also providing programming.
Commissioner Hartung praised Ms. Howell’s work. Chair Berkbigler
asked Ms. Howell to return with progress reports and offered her help.
There was no response to the call for public comment.
On motion by Commissioner Hartung, seconded by Commissioner Jung,
which motion duly carried on a 3-0 vote with Commissioners Lucey and Herman absent,
it was ordered that Agenda Item 16 be approved. The Interlocal Contract for same is
attached hereto and made a part of the minutes thereof.
18-0753
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AGENDA ITEM 18 Public Hearing: Possible adoption of resolution
adopting Master Plan Amendment Case Number WMPA18-0001 (Sun
Valley Area Plan) - Which amends the Washoe County Master Plan, Sun
Valley Area Plan, at Policy SUN.1.2 to remove the sentence, “New single
family detached residential, including mobile homes, will not be allowed
within the DCMA.” If approved and subsequently found in conformance
with the Truckee Meadows Regional Plan, the Sun Valley Area Plan
would no longer prohibit new single family detached residential units in
the Sun Valley Downtown Character Management Area (DCMA). AND
First Reading and introduction of an ordinance adopting Development
Code Amendment Case Number WDCA18-0001 (Sun Valley Area Plan
Modifiers) - Which amends Chapter 110 of the Washoe County Code
(WCC) at 110.218.35(a) to remove “Neighborhood Commercial / Office”
zoning from the areas in which mobile homes and manufactured homes
are prohibited to be placed within the Sun Valley area. If approved,
placement of mobile homes and manufactured homes within these zones
would instead be subject to the general placement rules found in Table
110.302.05.1, which allows them with a Board of Adjustment special use
permit. AND if approved, set the public hearing for a second reading and
possible adoption of the ordinance on October 23, 2018.
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The Board may adopt, not adopt, or modify the Master Plan Amendment
and may introduce or not introduce the Development Code Amendment.
The affected area is the Downtown Character Management Area (DCMA)
of the Sun Valley Area Plan. Community Services (Commission Districts
3&5.)
County Manager John Slaughter introduced the public hearing.
Nancy Parent, County Clerk, read the title for Bill No. 1810.
On the call for public comment, Ms. Pamela Pappas urged the Board to
approve the amendment so mobile homes could be placed on lots.
Mr. Bill Anthony noted the area had changed significantly in the prior 20
to 30 years. He said he started an affordable housing ownership business in 1980 and
since then he expressed to each municipality the value of home ownership over renting
and unofficial campsites. He thought another county was creating a problem by counting
on outlying areas to house people who moved to their area for jobs. He supported the
amendment and said he did not understand why someone would need a special use permit
to place a manufactured home.
Ms. Pat Anthony thanked the Board for the chance to support anything
that addressed affordable housing. She encouraged allowing people to have additions to
their homes in all areas because multi-generational support was important.
Mr. Ron Bell thanked the Commissioners, Senior Planner Roger Pelham
and Planning Manager Trevor Lloyd for their passion. He stated the payment for his lot
was $650 a month. He urged the Commissioners to contact any Truckee Meadows
Regional Planning Agency board members or attend their board meeting. He referenced a
resident who had a yacht on his property and said the homeowner did not have the option
to place a manufactured home on the property. He displayed pictures and documents,
copies of which were placed on file with the Clerk. He claimed residents were not
notified of the change in 2010 and indicated this item could eliminate dilapidated homes.
12:01 p.m.

Commissioner Herman returned to the meeting.

Commissioner Hartung expressed frustration that the restriction hindered
the County’s ability to be nimble in addressing problems. He thanked Mr. Bell for being
proactive and thought the amendment made sense. He indicated he would attempt to
shepherd the item through regional planning.
Bill No. 1810 was introduced by Commissioner Hartung, and legal notice
for final action of adoption was directed.

OCTOBER 9, 2018

PAGE 17

Commissioner Jung explained this amendment had been intended to
beautify the area but it ended up land-locking owners. She noted a relator had spoken
earlier in the meeting in support of the item. She thanked Sun Valley residents for their
persistence and said she supported the item.
Commissioner Herman liked that the bill would be a way to get affordable
housing.
On motion by Commissioner Jung, seconded by Commissioner Hartung,
which motion duly carried on a 4-0 vote with Commissioner Lucey absent, it was ordered
that Agenda Item 18 be adopted. The Resolution for same is attached hereto and made a
part of the minutes thereof.
12:05 p.m.

Commissioner Jung left the meeting.

18-0754

AGENDA ITEM 17 Introduction and first reading of an ordinance
amending Washoe County Code Chapter 110 (Development Code) to
change the number of van accessible handicapped parking spaces required
in accordance with Washoe County Code Table 110.410.15.1 from one
per eight handicapped parking spaces to one per six handicapped parking
spaces for any parking facility serving the public; and, to address other
matters necessarily connected therewith and pertaining thereto.
And, if supported, set the public hearing for the second reading and
possible adoption of the ordinance for October 23, 2018. Community
Services (All Commission Districts.)
County Manager John Slaughter introduced the public hearing.
Nancy Parent, County Clerk, read the title for Bill No. 1811.

Mr. Slaughter clarified the ordinance would increase the number of
handicapped van-accessible spaces.
Commissioner Hartung asked whether this item was just part of an
ongoing effort to clean up the code. Planning Manager Trevor Lloyd said the ordinance
would bring the standard into compliance with the International Building Code and the
Department of Justice’s standard regarding the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.
There was no public comment on this item.
Bill No. 1811 was introduced by Commissioner Hartung, and legal notice
for final action of adoption was directed.
18-0755

AGENDA ITEM 20 Public Comment.
There was no response to the call for public comment.
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18-0756

AGENDA ITEM 21 Announcements/Reports.

County Manager John Slaughter referenced an earlier request for Mr.
Fossum’s voting records. He said the Registrar of Voters confirmed Mr. Fossum was
only in the system once but they would continue discussions with Mr. Fossum to address
any other concerns.
*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

12:08 p.m.
There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned
without objection.

_____________________________
MARSHA BERKBIGLER, Chair
Washoe County Commission
ATTEST:

_______________________________
NANCY PARENT, County Clerk and
Clerk of the Board of County Commissioners
Minutes Prepared by:
Derek Sonderfan, Deputy County Clerk

OCTOBER 9, 2018

PAGE 19

