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washoe County, Nevagdy

~PROCLAMATION~

Many Washoe County residents don’t know about radon, yet need to know, for the
safety and health of their families, as radon is a colorless, odorless, naturally
occurring radioactive gas that is the primary cause of lung cancer among
nonsmokers; the second leading cause of lung cancer in smokers; and

The U.S. EPA estimates 21,000 people in the U.S. die each year from lung cancer
caused by indoor radon exposure, and lung and bronchus cancer kill more people in
a year than any other cancer; and

Radon kills more people than secondhand smoke, drunk driving, chocking,
drowning or home fires; and

Any home in Washoe County may have elevated levels of radon, even if
neighboring homes do not, and living in a home with an average radon level of 4
picocuries per liter of air poses a similar risk of developing lung cancer as smoking
half a pack of cigarettes a day; and

Testing is the only way to know if a home has an elevated radon level, and testing is
easy and inexpensive, and when identified, homes can be fixed; and

University of Nevada Cooperative Extension, the Nevada Division of Public and
Behavioral Health, and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency support efforts to
encourage all Washoe County residents to test their homes for radon, mitigate
elevated levels of radon, and have new homes built with radon-reducing materials
and features.

NOW, THEREFORE, the Washoe County Board of Commissioners does hereby proclaim
January, 2018, as

~ National Radon Action Month ~

Dated this 16™ day of January, 2018.

Med, 2 ri, ¥

Marsha BerkB“éler Chair
Washoe County Commission
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Susan H. Howe \
Radon Program Director ‘
Nevada Radon Education Program ‘

4955 Energy Way
Reno, Nevada 89502

direct (775) 336-0248 ‘(
radon hotline (888) 723-6610 ‘
fax (775) 784-4881 |
email robertss@unce.unr.edu !

website www.RadonNV.com 1



How do you know if your
home has a radon problem?

Testing for radon is easy

= One in 4 Nevada homes
tested have elevated
radon concentrations.

= The U.S. Surgeon
General recommends
all homes be tested for
radon.

= Radon can enter any home,
old or new, large or small.

= Two neighboring houses can have ‘
totally different radon levels.

= Any home with contact to the ground has
the potential for having elevated radon
levels. This includes slab, basement or
crawl space foundations.

= The map below shows red areas where
20% or more of homes had radon levels at
or above the EPA Action Level in data
collected since 1989. Go to
http:/bit.ly/NVRadonResults to view each
county map.

= The only way to know the radon level in
your home is to test.

Nevada Radon Results
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= The test is easy to do and takes three days
to complete.

= The test kit includes a radon detector,
instructions, a postage-paid return mailer,
and the laboratory analysis report.

= Short-term radon test kits are available to
Nevada residents at  Cooperative
Extension offices listed or by filling out the
attached coupon.

Private water wells and radon

The Nevada Division of Public and Behavioral
Health has found no evidence that radon in water
contributes significantly to the indoor radon
problem in Nevada. The major health concern for
radon is from breathing elevated levels of radon
in the air, which can cause lung cancer. Thus, test
the home for radon in air first before considering
a radon in water test.

Generally, private wells are more apt to have a
radon concern than public water systems. If you
are interested in testing your private well water, a
number of sources are available for testing radon
in water. The Nevada State Public Health
Laboratory, located on the UNR campus, will
send water samples for analysis to an EPA
approved lab for about $81. For more information,
call the Nevada Radon Hotline.

How do you fix a radon problem?

= |f the average of the two tests is at or above
the EPA Action Level of 4 pCi/l it is time to
address the problem.

= There are several radon mitigation
strategies which involves installing
a vent system with an active fan.
The system will draw out -
the harmful soil gas and = 4Fan
prevent it from
entering your

home. !
= Certified radon l! 3 |
|
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mitigators, with a
state contractor’s

-~

license, are hlghly 'ﬂ? 4=PVC Ducting
recommended T 3 u.rube-»g
for fixing radon

problems. ;-

= For certified Nevada Radon Moisture Radon
radon mitigators, go to:

o www.RadonNV.com

o http://aarst-nrpp.com

o http://www.nrsb.org

For more information

Nevada Radon Education Program

e Nevada Radon Hotline:
o 888-RADON10 (888-723-6610)
e Email:
o Susan Howe - robertss@unce.unr.edu
o Nadia Noel — noeln@unce.unr.edu
e Radon in Nevada website:
o www.RadonNV.com

Nevada Division of Public and Behavioral Health

o 775-687-7550

= Homes with high radon levels can be fixed.

= |[f you have performed only a single test,
the EPA recommends a second test to
confirm your results before beginning to fix
your home.

= Radon levels fluctuate naturally, and it is
important to know if the initial test was an
accurate assessment of your home's
yearly average radon level.

This publication is supported by the Nevada State Division of Public
and Behavioral Health through Grant Number K1-96963518-0 from
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Its contents are solely the
responsibility of the authors and do not represent the official views of
neither the Division nor the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

The University of Nevada, Reno is an Equal Employment
Opportunity/Affirmative Action employer and does not discriminate
on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, age, creed, national origin,
veteran status, physical or mental disability, sexual orientation,
genetic information, gender identity, or gender expression in any

> program or activity it operates. The University of Nevada employs

“" only United States citizens and aliens lawfully authorized to work in
the United States.

Test kits are available in January and February at the
following Cooperative Extension and partner locations:

Carson City County

2621 Northgate Lane #15

Carson City 89706

Phone: 775-887-2252

e Cason Tahoe Cancer Center
C-T Cancer Resource Cir.
1535 Medical Pkwy.

Carson City 89703
Phone: 775-445-7500

Churchill County
111 Sheckler Road
Fallon 89406
Phone: 775-423-5121

Clark County

8050 Paradise Rd., #100

Las Vegas 89123

Phone: 702-222-3130

o Northeast Clark County
1897 N. Moapa Valley
Bivd., Logandale 89021
Call: 702-397-2604

¢ Laughlin office
55 Civic Way, Laughlin
Call: 702-299-1333

Douglas County
1325 Waterloo
Gardnerville 89410
Phone: 775-782-9960
e TRPA

128 Market Street

Stateline 89449

Phone: 775-588-4547
o Genoa Town Office

2289 Main St.

Phone: 775-782-8696
e Gardnerville Ranchos GID

931 Mitch Dr., Gardnerville
Phone: 775-265-2048

Elko County

701 Walnut Street

Elko 89801-5032

Call ahead: 775-738-7291

o West Wendover City Hall
1111 N. Gene L. Jones
Way, W Wendover 89883
Ph: 775-664-3081

Eureka County
701 S. Main Street

Eureka 89316-0613
Call ahead: 775-237-5326

Humboldt Coun
1085 Fairgrounds Road

Winnemucca 89445
Call ahead: 775-623-6304
Lander County

815 N. Second Street
Battle Mountain 89820
Call ahead: 775-635-5565

Lincoln County
360 Lincoln Street

Caliente 89008
Call ahead: 775-726-3109

Lyon County
504 S. Main Street

Yerington 89447-0811
Call ahead: 775-463-6541

e Fernley City Hall
595 Silver Lace Blvd.
Fernley 775-784-9930

o Central Lyon County Fire
District, 246 Dayton Valley,
Dayton 775-246-6209

Mineral Count
205 South A Street

Hawthorne 89415
Call ahead: 775-945-3444

Pershing County
810 Sixth Street

Lovelock 89419
Call ahead: 775-273-2923

Storey County Libra
175 Carson Street

Virginia City
Phone: 775-847-0541

Washoe County
4955 Energy Way
Reno 89502

Phone: 775-336-0252

e Sun Valley GID
5000 Sun Valley Blvd.

Phone: 775-673-2220

¢ Incline Village Rec Ctr
908 Incline Way

Incline Village
775-832-1300
White Pine County
950 Campton Street, Ely
Call ahead: 775-289-4459

Call the Radon Hotline for more info: 1-888-RADON10

Visit
Nevada Radon Education
on Facebook

E “‘i @NVRadonProgram



FREE Radon Test Kit Coupon

For Nevada residents only
Offer ends Feb. 28, 2018

This special radon test kit offer is provided by
University of Nevada Cooperative Extension,
the Nevada Division of Public and Behavioral
Health and the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency. The test kit includes analysis, postage-
paid mailer and laboratory test report.

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY
STATE ZIP
PHONE ( )

EMAIL

How did you hear about radon?

Free kits can be picked up at a local Nevada Cooperative
Extension or partner office listed in this brochure.

To receive a kit by mail during the free period, A SHIPPING
FEE of $4 APPLIES. Please make checks payable to Board
of Regents and mail this coupon to:

UNCE-Radon Program
4955 Energy Way
Reno, NV 89502

NOTE: Out of state residents can purchase kits online through
Nevada’'s Radon website, www.RadonNV.com at https://non-
nvshort-termkit.eventbrite.com using American Express,
Discover, MasterCard and Visa cards. Or mail this coupon and
a $14 check payable to Board of Regents to the address above.

Office Use
DATE:
TEST KIT NUMBER:
Code
NRAM 18
Washoe County

Kit not intended for commercial use or resale

What is radon?

What are the health effects from

exposure to radon?
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2 and soil.

WARNING: * Radon can accumulate in buildings,

causing an increased risk for lung

cancer.

Radon Causes Lung Cancer.
You Should Test Your Home.

How does radon enter a home?

Radon usually enters buildings from the
soil. Common entry points include:

= Cracks in the foundation and walls
» Construction joints

zumﬂ AMEBIGAHS nIE » Gaps in suspended floors

» Gaps around service pipes
* Floor drains, sump pumps
= Retaining walls
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Nevada
Radon

Education Program

University of Nevada
Cooperative Extension

Like Nevada Radon Education on Facebook
Follow us on Twitter @NVRadonProgram

www.RadonNV.com

» Radon is the leading cause of lung
cancer among nonsmokers.

» Lung cancer is the only health effect
that has been scientifically linked to
radon exposure.

» The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency estimates radon is responsible
for 21,000 lung cancer deaths each
pyear in the United States.

» Smokers are at higher risk of
developing radon-induced lung cancer.
According to experts, living in a home
with an average radon level of 4 pCil/l
(the EPA Action Level) poses a similar
risk of developing lung cancer as
smoking about half a pack of cigarettes
a day!

=» The U.S. Surgeon General and EPA
recommend all homes be tested for
radon.

20000

10.000

# of deaths per year

Radon  Drunken

Fallsin Secondhand Drowning Home
Driving the home Smoke Fires

Sources: U.S.EPA Citizen’s Guide to Radon, 2009 National Highway Safety
Administration, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and National Safety Council,
U.S. Dept. of Health and Human Services

* Radon is estimated to cause about 21,000 lung cancer
deaths per year, according to EPA's 2003 Assessment of
Risks from Radon in Homes (EPA 402-R-03-003)
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Radon is a cancer-causing, radioactive gas.

=7

Radon is a naturally occurring radioactive gas released in rock, soil and water from the natural decay
of uranium. While levels in outdoor air pose a relatively low threat to human health, radon can
accumulate to dangerous levels inside any home. You can't see, smell or taste it, but an elevated radon
level in your home may be affecting the health of your family.

Radon is measured in picocuries per liter of air (pCi/l), a PR
measurement of radioactivity. Breathing radon can increase f' e
your risk of lung cancer and is the number one cause of lung
cancer among people who do not smoke. It is the second
leading cause of lung cancer for people who do. According to
experts, living in a home with an average radon level of 4
pCi/l poses as much risk of developing lung cancer as
smoking half a pack of cigarettes a day!

If you smoke and your home has a high level of radon, your
risk of lung cancer can increase even more. The U.S. Surgeon
General, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) recommend fixing homes with radon levels at or above the action level of 4 pCi/ll. EPA also
recommends that people think about fixing their homes for radon levels between 2 and 4 pCill.
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Homes with high levels of radon have been found in every state. No area of the country is free from
risk. In fact, radon levels can vary greatly from home to home. Even levels of homes next door to each
other can be very different.

N & Pl STl Eanw saaloves
You should test for radon.

The only way to know if your home is under the EPA : "
action level of 4 pCill is to test. Testing for radon is How to Obtain Radon Test Kits

easy. If your house has a radon problem, it can be « Low-priced radon test kits are available at

fixed. Fixing a radon problem rgduces the risk of Cooperative Extension and partner offices
lung cancer for you and your family. statewide.

A simple test will tell you if your home has an o Call 1-888-RADON10 to find the nearest
elevated radon level. The test takes three days, and test kit location or request a test kit by mail.
it's as easy as opening a package and placing the e Order a kit by mail using a coupon or credit
test device in a designated area. After sending the card at http://bit.ly/radontestkits

test kit to the lab for analysis, you should receive « Visit the Radon in Nevada website for more
radon results in about two weeks. information about radon

Radon test kits are available at most University of htipvwiviRadonNVicom

Nevada Cooperative Extension offices. Contact the
Radon Hotline at 1-888-RADON10 to find the Nevada Radon Education Program
nearest office or to inquire about radon testing. ";_\?55 E:":;’ggg\g:zy

. . ; eno,
Informat!on about. t.e.stlng your yhome for radon_ is 1-888-RADONA0 (888.723-6610)
also available by visiting Nevada’s Radon Education

Program website: www.RadonNV.com
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Basic Radon Facts (continued)

Based on a national residential radon survey completed in
1991, the average indoor radon level is about 1.3 pCill in
the United States. The average outdoor level is about 0.4
pCi/l. Therefore, all homes will have some amount of radon.
Even if your home tests below the action level, EPA
recommends homes be tested every two years, before and
after remodeling, or after significant seismic activity.

You can fix a radon problem.

The cost of making repairs to reduce the radon level depends on several factors, including how your
home was built. Most homes can be fixed for about the same cost as other common home repairs,
like painting or having a new hot water heater installed. The average cost in Nevada for a contractor
to mitigate radon levels for a slab or basement foundation is $2,500, and the average cost for a crawl
space foundation is $3,800. Call the Cooperative Extension office listed below or the state radon
office, 1-888-RADON10 (1-888-723-6610), to locate radon mitigators in your area. All mitigated
homes should be tested after 24 hours to ensure the system is working. EPA recommends testing
every two years thereafter.

New homes can be built with radon-resistant features.
Building new homes with simple and cost-effective radon-resistant features can reduce radon entry.

The cost to install radon-resistant new construction features is much less than the cost of fixing an
existing home.

Every new home should be tested before, or soon after you move in. Even homes built with radon-
resistant construction features should be tested. If radon levels at or above the EPA’s action level of
4 pCi/l are detected, it is easier and costs less to reduce radon levels in homes that are built radon-
resistant.

For more information: Nevada

O Toll-free Radon Hotline: Y
1-888-RADON10 or 1-888-723-6610 Radon i_7 “iike” us on

QO University of Nevada Education Program = Face b@@k
Cooperative Extension [ Nevada Radon Education |
4955 Energy Way, Reno, NV 89502
Susan Howe, Program Director: 775-336-0248 e
Nadia Noel, Radon Education Coordinator: 775-336-0252 u

@NVRadonProgram )

O Nevada Radon Education Program website: www.RadonNV.com

This publication was supported by the Nevada Division of Public and
Behavioral Health through Grant Number K1-9693518-0 from the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency. Its contents are solely the
responsibility of the authors and do not represent the official views of the
Nevada Division of Public and Behavioral Health nor the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency.

The University of Nevada, Reno is an Equal Employment
Opportunity/Affirmative Action employer and does not discriminate on
the basis of race, color, religion, sex, age, creed, national origin, veteran
status, physical or mental disability, sexual orientation, or genetic
information, gender identity, or gender expression in any program or
Universityof Nevada  activity it operates. The University of Nevada employs only United States

Coopenative Extension. citizens and aliens lawfully authorized to work in the United States.

Radon presents a serious health risk, but it can be controlled easily and cost effectively.
Take action today. Encourage your friends and family members to do the same!

www.RadonNV.com or www.epa.gov/radon



USDA Rural Development provides home repair loans and
grants in rural areas for the following purposes:

* Assist in deepening wells/ drilling new wells, sewage

connection fees.

Make general repairs and improvements to homes.

Install new heating/cooling units, roof repair.

Install new water heaters (or convert to/from propane).

Remove health and safety hazards

(includes radon mitigation)

e Repair or remodel homes to provide accessibility for
household members with disabilities.

Terms:

e $20,000 maximum loan amount.

Applicant must be 62 years old or older for Grant Loan.
No lien on home for Grant Loan under $7,500.

Interest rate can be low as 1% annually.

Loan terms based on borrower’s repayment

ability, not to exceed 20 year term.

Eligibility Requirements:
e Must be owner-occupied home and land.
e Must be located in eligible rural area.
(see map www.rd.usda.gov/nv )

e Must be a U.S. citizen or eligible non-citizen.

Adjusted income cannot exceed very-low

income limits — see table.
e Must have an acceptable credit history for loan approval.

Homeowners who are 62 years old or
older and do not have repayment ability
for a 504 home repair loan may be eligible
for a grant of up to $7,500.

For more information please contact:

USDA Rural Development USDA Rural Development
7080 La Cienega Street # 100 555 W. Silver Street Ste. 101
Las Vegas, NV 89119 ELKO, NV 89801
Michele Joe (702) 407-1400 Ext. 112 Maria Murillo (775) 738-8468 Ext. 4  EqUAL HOUSING
Email: michele.joe@nv.usda.gov Email: maria.murillo@nv.usda.gov SECORFNITY

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at http://

www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter containing all of the
information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication,
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake @usda.gov.
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Rural Development

USDA Rural Development

Rural Housing Service Programs

Single Family Housing Repair Loans & Grants

What does this program do?

Also known as the Section 504 Home Repair program, this
provides loans to very-low-income homeowners to repair,
improve, or modernize their homes or provides grants to
elderly very-low-income homeowners to remove health and
safety hazards.

Who may apply for this program?
To qualify, you must:

e Be the homeowner and occupy the house

e Be unable to obtain affordable credit elsewhere

e Have a family income below 50 percent of the area
median income

e For grants, be age 62 or older and not be able to
repay a repair loan

What is an eligible area?

Generally, rural areas with a population less than 35,000 are
eligible. Applicants may check the address of their home to
determine eligibility online.

How may funds be used?

e Loans may be used to repair, improve, or modernize
homes or to remove health and safety hazards.

e  Grants must be used to remove health and safety
hazards.

How much money can | get?

e  Maximum loan is $20,000.
e  Maximum grantis $7,500.

e Loans and grants can be combined for up to $27,500
in assistance.

What are the terms of the loan or grant?

e Loans can be repaid over 20 years

e Loan interest rate is fixed at 1%.

e Full title service is required for loans of $7,500 or more

e Grants have a lifetime limit of $7,500.

e Grants must be repaid if the property is sold in less
than 3 years

e Ifapplicants can repay part, but not all of the costs,
applicants may be offered a loan and grant
combination

Is there a deadline to apply?

Applications are available year round as long as funding is
available, and are processed in the order they are received.

How long does an application take?

Approval times depend on funding availability in your area.
Talk to a USDA home loan specialist in your area for help with
the application.

How do | get started?

Contact a USDA home loan specialist in your area.

What law governs this program?

e The Housing Act of 1949 as amended,Z CFR, Part
3550

e HB-1-3550 - Direct Single Family Housing Loans and
Grants Field Office Handbook

NOTE: Because citations and other information may be subject to change, please always consult the program instructions
listed in the section above titled "What Law Governs this Program?" You may also contact your local office for assistance.
You will find additional forms, resources, and program information at www.rd.usda.gov

Last updated September 2015 - USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer

















































































