BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
WASHOE COUNTY, NEVADA
TUESDAY

10:00 A.M.

AUGUST 8, 2017

PRESENT:
Bob Lucey, Chair
Marsha Berkbigler, Vice Chair
Kitty Jung, Commissioner
Vaughn Hartung, Commissioner
Jeanne Herman, Commissioner
Nancy Parent, County Clerk
John Slaughter, County Manager
Paul Lipparelli, Deputy District Attorney
The Washoe County Board of Commissioners convened at 10:02 a.m. in
regular session in the Commission Chambers of the Washoe County Administration
Complex, 1001 East Ninth Street, Reno, Nevada. Following the Pledge of Allegiance to
the flag of our Country, the Clerk called the roll and the Board conducted the following
business:
17-0644

AGENDA ITEM 3 Public Comment.

Mr. Pete Todoroff, Chairman of the Incline Village Citizen Advisory
Board (CAB), brought up two instances of people seeking variances for changes to their
homes. He alleged they were not licensed to do home design in the State of Nevada. He
provided a handout which was distributed to the Board and placed on file with the Clerk.
Mr. Ray Lake, Chairman of the North Valleys CAB, stated the CAB’s
August meeting would be cancelled; the June meeting had also been cancelled. He noted
their next scheduled meeting would be six months from the last one and that elections
were supposed to be held at the August meeting. He reminded the Board his CAB was
interested in matters other than development projects. He claimed the last meeting was
sparsely attended because the agenda had very little on it despite requests to hear from
Waste Management (WM) and the airport authority. He requested staff either support the
CABs or discontinue them altogether, but asked them to stop cancelling meetings.
Mr. Dwayne Huber praised the Public Works department for opening parts
of Lemmon Drive. He expressed concern about Deodar Way being the only exit in a
flood emergency and asked whether the County would maintain it.
Mr. Fons Eustaquio expressed concern about new ditches that were dug in
the Wild Stallion subdivision, specifically the one that went through his property. He
alleged it was done without his knowledge and that several fence posts had been knocked
down. He said the inspector he spoke to thought it was an old ditch but Mr. Eustaquio
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contested it was a trail for all-terrain vehicles and horses. He asked whether the County
approved the project and asked his Commissioner to visit the area.
Ms. Tammy Holt-Still mentioned there was one more meeting of the
Washoe County Home Consortium’s Technical Review Committee before a vote would
be taken on a $400,000 grant to assist homeowners in Lemmon Valley. She noted
Lemmon Drive was open but expressed concern that recent rainfall caused the water level
to encroach upon the road again. She agreed with Mr. Lake’s comments about CABs.
Based on research she conducted, she alleged the State of Nevada was responsible for the
water in Swan Lake and urged Washoe County to pressure the State to act.
Mr. Sam Dehne spoke about the media, open meeting law, and Nevada
Attorney General Adam Laxalt.
Mr. Stuart Mackie brought up Assembly Bill (AB) 198 and asked about
money the County received because of the bill. He claimed there was a document from
the Nevada Water Division which closed the Stead Sewer Plant for four months but the
plant continued to pump without a permit. He spoke about the bonds of the County
Manager and the Commissioners.
Ms. Diana Christensen displayed two photos which were placed on file
with the Clerk. She spoke about Agenda Item 27 and said when the master plan
amendment was first proposed she had two concerns: different County areas had different
geographical features, and issues related to the definition of operable vehicles. She
explained operable vehicles included semis, trailers, and water trucks, and she expressed
concern that developers in the future could request 20 or 30 acres for commercial vehicle
parking in residential zones. She asked the Board to keep the master plan unchanged.
Mr. Jack Smith stated he could not pay his WM bill in cash and pointed
out there were no other garbage collection companies in the area. He admitted ordinances
requiring citizens to have their garbage picked up reduced the amount of trash dumped
illegally but he felt WM needed to update its payment policy.
Mr. Ernest Aldridge spoke about AB198 and alleged the County was
stealing 2.02 acre feet of water rights from citizens in Lemmon Valley and requiring
them to pay $4,200 to hook up to a water system. He added this practice had happened
for 35 years and requested somebody stop it.
17-0645

AGENDA ITEM 4 Announcements/Reports.

Commissioner Jung said she attended the Great Balloon Race preview
event and expressed pride that the County’s sponsorship in the past helped prevent the
event from failure. She promoted the Vintage Trailer Show-N-Shine, a brand-new Hot
August Nights event, saying it was the inaugural event and it might continue if
successful.
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Commissioner Herman expressed concern about the cancellation of CAB
meetings and questioned why CAB meetings were not being held monthly. She asked for
a decision about the future of CABs, adding citizens did not want community forums.
She requested a meeting with the chairs of all the CABs. She directed public commenters
Mr. Huber and Mr. Eustaquio to contact Community Services Director Dave Solaro about
their concerns and she requested an update on Mr. Eustaquio’s issue. She announced the
Waste Management (WM) issue would return to the Board shortly and suggested
everyone interested should attend that meeting. She would research AB198 to respond to
remarks made during public comment.
Commissioner Hartung expressed incredulity that WM would not accept
cash and affirmed the issue would be heard before the Board shortly. He mentioned the
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) wanted to change the lease with the airport in
Spanish Springs and wanted an update on rumors of a desire to close the airport down.
He wanted to know when the Board would receive an update about the issues in Lemmon
Valley including the reopening of Lemmon Drive and the status of a discharge permit. He
mentioned a conversation with Mr. Solaro about speeding on Silent Sparrow Drive and
remarked signs displaying drivers’ speed succeeded in reducing speeding.
Chair Lucey stated he looked forward to having a discussion about WM
especially after seeing citizens in Commissioner Herman’s district driving their cans for
miles to be picked up. He agreed WM not accepting cash was ridiculous. He praised and
thanked Truckee Meadows Fire Protection District firefighters for handling a fire at the
Montreaux Barracuda golf tournament as well as fighting numerous fires throughout the
area. Regarding speeding on Andrew Lane, he said staff was looking into adding speed
bumps and solar signs to project speed limits, and he requested the Community Services
Department staff to explore posting signs warning of wild horses.
County Manager John Slaughter announced the September 12 meeting
would feature an update on flooding in the North Valleys and a WM update would be
heard at the September 26 meeting.
DONATIONS
17-0646

AGENDA ITEM 5A Accept a one-time donation of public safety
equipment and books [$1,650.00 value] from Blue360 Media and Jox
Sox to be used by Washoe County Sheriff’s Office staff members.
Sheriff. (All Commission Districts.)

Commissioner Jung read the donation and thanked the County’s partners
for creating a quality of life in the County.
On the call for public comment, Mr. Stuart Mackie looked forward to
donating books to the same cause. He began speaking about an unrelated topic when Mr.
Lucey admonished he needed to speak only on Agenda Item 5A’s topic. Deputy District
Attorney Paul Lipparelli clarified during general public comment items, citizens could

AUGUST 8, 2017

PAGE 3

address any topic they wished, but on action items comments needed to be directed
toward that item. He added it was within Chair Lucey’s discretion as a presiding officer
to ask Mr. Mackie to voluntarily cease and, if he refused, to take further action. Chair
Lucey asked Mr. Mackie to stay on topic or to sit down. After further discussion, Mr.
Mackie returned to his seat.
On motion by Commissioner Jung, seconded by Commissioner
Berkbigler, which motion duly carried, it was ordered that Agenda Item 5A be accepted.
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS – 6A THROUGH 6J3.
17-0647

6A1 Approval of minutes for the Board of County Commissioner’s
regular meeting of July 11, 2017. Clerk. (All Commission Districts.)

17-0648

6A2 Acknowledge the communications and reports received by the Clerk
on behalf of the Board of County Commissioners. Clerk.

17-0649

6B Authorize the Tax Collector to strike names and amounts identified
on delinquency/uncollectible Personal Property Tax list for fiscal years
1986-87 to 2015-16, totaling $34,667.96. Comptroller. (All Commission
Districts.)

17-0650

6C Approve amendments totaling an increase of [$2,083.00] in both
revenue and expense to the FY18 Fetal Infant Mortality Review (FIMR)
Program IO# 11176; and if approved, direct the Comptroller’s office to
make the appropriate budget amendments. Health District. (All
Commission Districts.)

17-0651

6D Approve Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) grant award
from the State of Nevada in the amount of [$3,000., no local match
required] for a retroactive term effective July 1, 2017 through June 30,
2018 for the Community Enrichment Grant In Aid award; direct the
Comptroller’s Office to make the necessary budget amendments; and
authorize the Director to sign the grant award documents. Library. (All
Commission Districts.)

17-0652

6E Approve an interfund appropriation transfer from the Indigent Tax
Levy Fund in the amount of $150,000, to the Capital Improvements Fund,
project number PWWF0709-Incline Community Center Phase I. The
$150,000 will be used to make safety and access improvements to the old
Incline Village Library for use as the Incline Village Community Center.
Senior Services. (Commission District 1.)

17-0653

6F1 Approve an Easement Purchase and Sale Agreement and Easement
Deed between Washoe County and Truckee Meadows Water Authority for
a water facilities pump house easement totaling 10,000± square feet; a
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water facility access easement totaling 14,515± square feet; and a water
pipeline easement totaling 23,741± on APN 142-020-06, commonly
known as the Effluent Reservoir Parcel [at the appraised value of
$12,136]. Community Services. (Commission District 2.)
17-0654

6F2 Approve an Agreement between Washoe County and Celtic
Celebration, Inc., to hold the Celtic Celebration special event at Bartley
Ranch Regional Park on October 7-8, 2017, with a renewal option for
2018 and 2019. Community Services. (Commission District 2.)

17-0655

6F3 Approve a State of Nevada Importer/Wholesaler Liquor License for
William Ferrall, dba Lakeshore Premium Wines, at 923 Incline Way, Suite
# 32B in Incline Village, Nevada, and if approved, authorize each
Commissioner to sign the Nevada State Liquor License Application with
direction for the County Clerk to attest the license application. Community
Services. (Commission District 1.)

17-0656

6G1 Acknowledge the awarded Technical Assistance Grant for the
period of June 5, 2017 through June 5, 2018, between the County of
Washoe, Second Judicial District Court of the State of Nevada, and the
State Justice Institute, for the purpose of obtaining services from the
National Center for State Courts to evaluate existing services and develop
recommendations for a co-located Self-Help Center for self-represented
litigants. This will be a joint project between the Second Judicial District
Court and Reno Justice Court. The total cost of the project will be
$75,000. The Court will receive $50,000 in grant funds and will provide
a cash match of $5,000 and an in-kind match of $20,000. District Court.
(All Commission Districts.)

17-0657

6G2 Acknowledge a grant award of [$30,000, no County match
required], awarded to the Second Judicial District Court from the Lee F.
Del Grande Foundation, retroactive July 1, 2017 through June 30, 2018
for the Family Peace Center, and direct the Comptroller’s Office to make
the necessary budget adjustments. District Court. (All Commission
Districts.)

17-0658

6H1 Acknowledge Receipt of the revised Washoe County 2017 Cash
Controls Audit Report from the Internal Audit Division. Manager. (All
Commission Districts.)

17-0659

6H2 Approve Commission District Special Fund disbursement [in the
amount of $3,000] for Fiscal Year 2017-2018; District 1 Commissioner
Marsha Berkbigler recommends [$3,000] grant to Northern Nevada
Literacy Council (NNLC) to sponsor one student to obtain their
Certificate of High School Equivalency; approve Resolution necessary for
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same; and direct the Comptroller’s Office to make the necessary
disbursements of funds. Manager. (Commission District 1.)
17-0660

6I1 Approve award of Request for Proposal (RFP) #3025-17 to Alta
Vista Mental Health, LLC. to provide onsite counseling and
administrative services to eligible at risk individuals participating in
Washoe County Social Services Housing programs, in the amount of
[$128,335]; authorize the Purchasing and Contracts Manager to enter into
the Agreement for one (1) year, retroactive August 1, 2017 through June
30, 2018, with the provision for up to two (2) - one (1) year extensions
[in the amount of $128,335 per year], contingent upon funding. Social
Services. (All Commission Districts.)

17-0661

6I2 Approve award of Request for Proposal (RFP) #2993-17 to Alta
Vista Mental Health, LLC to provide supervision and case management
services at a shelter offering Temporary Assistance for Displaced Seniors
(TADS), in the estimated amount up to [$118,400] for the first year, on
behalf of Washoe County Department of Social Services; and further to
recommend that the Purchasing and Contracts Manager be authorized to
enter into this Agreement for one (1) year, retroactive August 1, 2017
through June 30, 2018, with the provision for up to two (2) - one (1) year
extensions, contingent upon funding. Social Services. (All Commission
Districts.)

17-0662

6I3 Approve the Professional Services Agreement with Affinity
Solutions, LLC, a Nevada Limited-Liability Corporation, to provide
Victim of Crime and Family Crime Act (VOCA) Grant Program
Coordinator services retroactive July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2018 in the
amount of [$130,000], to support the FY18 VOCA grant anticipated to be
accepted by the Board on August 8, 2017, funded 100% by VOCA.
Social Services. (All Commission Districts.)

17-0663

6I4 Approve to accept a supplemental grant from Behavioral Health,
Prevention and Treatment (BHPT) program funds from the State of
Nevada Division of Public and Behavioral Health (DPBH) in the amount
of [$28,815.02; no County match required] retroactive to February 11,
2016 through September 29, 2017 to assist clients moving from
transitional housing into more permanent housing; authorize the
Department to execute the award and, direct the Comptroller’s Office to
make the necessary budget amendments. Social Services. (All
Commission Districts.)

17-0664

6I5 Approve a Federal Title IV-B Subpart 2 grant award from the State
of Nevada, Division of Child and Family Services in the amount of
[$58,000; county match $19,333], retroactive to July 1, 2017 through
June 30, 2018 to support adoption promotion and support services;
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authorize the Department to execute the Sub-Grant Award and direct the
Comptroller’s Office to make the appropriate budget amendments. Social
Services. (All Commission Districts.)
17-0665

6J1 Approve funding [$910.02, no match required], provided by the U.S.
Department of Justice, United States Marshals Service (USMS) to
reimburse the Washoe County Sheriff’s Office for overtime costs
associated with the United States Marshals Service Task Force and the
Regional Sex Offender Notification Unit for the Sex Offender
Compliance Sweep (Operation SOS) for the retroactive grant period of
6/20/17 through 6/24/17. Sheriff. (All Commission Districts.)

17-0666

6J2 Acknowledge Receipt of Status Report of Commissary Fund
submitted by the Washoe County Sheriff’s Office Commissary
Committee for Fourth Quarter for Fiscal Year 16/17. Sheriff. (All
Commission Districts.)

17-0667

6J3 Approve Sheriff’s Security Agreement between the Hyatt Regency Lake Tahoe and the Washoe County Sheriff’s Office to provide
uniformed Deputy Sheriffs for security [costs to be reimbursed by Hyatt]
during requested Hyatt Events, retroactively from July 4, 2017 through
January 1, 2019 to be held at the Hyatt Regency - Lake Tahoe in Incline
Village, Washoe County. Sheriff. (Commission District One.)
On the call for public comment, Mr. Stuart Mackie stated he did not wish

to speak.
On motion by Commissioner Hartung, seconded by Commissioner Jung,
which motion duly carried, it was ordered that Consent Agenda Items 6A through 6J3 be
approved. Any and all Resolutions or Interlocal Agreements pertinent to Consent Agenda
Items 6A through 6J3 are attached hereto and made a part of the minutes thereof.
BLOCK VOTE – 9, 10, 12 THROUGH 24.
17-0668

AGENDA ITEM 9 Recommendation to approve Library Services and
Technology Act (LSTA) grant award from the State of Nevada in the
amount of [$96,000., $222,200. match-library gift fund donations, and
$200,000. in-kind] for a retroactive term effective July 1, 2017 through
June 30, 2018 for the automation for Early Literacy and Makerspace
development and coalition; direct the Comptroller’s Office to make the
necessary budget amendments; and authorize the Director to sign the
grant award documents. Library. (All Commission Districts.)
On the call for public comment, Mr. Stuart Mackie stated he did not wish

to speak.
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On motion by Commissioner Berkbigler, seconded by Commissioner
Hartung, which motion duly carried, it was ordered that Agenda Item 9 be approved,
directed, and authorized.
17-0669

AGENDA ITEM 10 Recommendation to approve a reclassification
request of a vacant NNCTC Infrastructure Liaison Coordinator, pay grade
P, to Criminalist II, pay grade NP as reported to the Job Evaluation
Committee; and elimination of unused or obsolete job classifications as
listed in Exhibit 1. Net fiscal impact is $0. Human Resources. (All
Commission Districts.)
There was no public comment on this item.

On motion by Commissioner Berkbigler, seconded by Commissioner
Hartung, which motion duly carried, it was ordered that Agenda Item 10 be approved.
17-0670

AGENDA ITEM 12 Recommendation to approve the sole source
purchase of voting system hardware and software for the Registrar of
Voters Office from Dominion Voting Systems; authorize the Purchasing
and Contracts Manager to execute an agreement in the amount of
[$4,219,100], which includes first year maintenance as well as extensive
training and support. Registrar of Voters. (All Commission Districts.)
There was no public comment on this item.

On motion by Commissioner Berkbigler, seconded by Commissioner
Hartung, which motion duly carried, it was ordered that Agenda Item 12 be approved and
authorized.
17-0671

AGENDA ITEM 13 Recommendation to approve Amendment #1 to
Agreement Regarding November 2000 Parks, Trails and Open Space
Bonds-Lake Tahoe Bike Path Project [Parks-WC-1-$400,000 ] for Phase 4
of the Lake Tahoe Bike Path Project between Washoe County and Tahoe
Transportation District (Agreement effective through June 30, 2019);
authorize the Community Services Department Director to execute the
Amendment #1 and all appropriate Tahoe Transportation District related
agreements and documents. Community Services. (Commission District
1.)
There was no public comment on this item.

On motion by Commissioner Berkbigler, seconded by Commissioner
Hartung, which motion duly carried, it was ordered that Agenda Item 13 be approved and
authorized.
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17-0672

AGENDA ITEM 14 Recommendation to: (1) approve a change order
[$142,400.00] to D & D Roofing and Sheet Metal, Inc., for the addition
of Housing Unit 8 Roof Replacement Project to the 911 Parr Lower
Detention Roof Project; (2) Approve the purchase of roofing materials
from Garland, DBS [$81,728.08] utilizing Cobb County Georgia Bid No.
14-5903 pursuant to the joinder provision of NRS 332.195; and (3)
approve a separate $7,500.00 project contingency fund. Community
Services. (Commission District 3.)
There was no public comment on this item.

On motion by Commissioner Berkbigler, seconded by Commissioner
Hartung, which motion duly carried, it was ordered that Agenda Item 14 be approved.
17-0673

AGENDA ITEM 15 Recommendation to approve the removal of
uncollectible accounts receivable [totaling $478,497.28] for the accounts
returned October 2016 through December 2016. Comptroller. (All
Commission Districts.)
There was no public comment on this item.

On motion by Commissioner Berkbigler, seconded by Commissioner
Hartung, which motion duly carried, it was ordered that Agenda Item 15 be approved.
17-0674

AGENDA ITEM 16 Recommendation to approve the settlement of the
claim of Washoe County v. Southwest Civil Constructors, et al on the
terms and conditions of the attached settlement agreement for all claims
against all defendants. Comptroller. (All Commission Districts.)
There was no public comment on this item.

On motion by Commissioner Berkbigler, seconded by Commissioner
Hartung, which motion duly carried, it was ordered that Agenda Item 16 be approved.
17-0675

AGENDA ITEM 17 Recommendation to approve the FY17/18
Interlocal Cooperative Agreement for Operation of the Community
Assistance Center and Other Homeless Services Among the City of
Reno, Washoe County and City of Sparks retroactive for the period of
July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2018 in an amount not to exceed [$2,418,189]
for the operation of the Community Assistance Center. Senior Services.
(All Commission Districts.)
There was no public comment on this item.

On motion by Commissioner Berkbigler, seconded by Commissioner
Hartung, which motion duly carried, it was ordered that Agenda Item 17 be approved.
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The Interlocal Contract for same is attached hereto and made a part of the minutes
thereof.
17-0676

AGENDA ITEM 18 Recommendation to accept grant awards from the
Nevada Aging and Disability Services Division for the following Older
Americans Act Title III Programs: Adult Day Care [$62,924 match of
$9,439 from ad valorem tax], Representative Payee [$31,218 match of
$5,510 from ad valorem tax] and Homemaker Services [$72,000 match
of $10,800 from ad valorem tax]; and the following State of Nevada
Independent Living Programs: Case Management [$156,249 match of
$27,577 from ad valorem tax], retroactive from July 1, 2017 through
June 30, 2018; and authorize the Department to execute the grant award
documents. Senior Services. (All Commission Districts.)
There was no public comment on this item.

On motion by Commissioner Berkbigler, seconded by Commissioner
Hartung, which motion duly carried, it was ordered that Agenda Item 18 be accepted and
authorized.
17-0677

AGENDA ITEM 19 Recommendation to approve Interlocal Contract
between the Department of Health and Human Services (Division of
Health Care Financing and Policy) and the County of Washoe (Senior
Services) to authorize Senior Services to accept from Nevada Medicaid
Administrative Claiming reimbursements for services retroactively from
July 1, 2017; and for medical services retroactively from July 1, 2017
through June 30, 2022. Approval of contract and funding is contingent
upon state and federal approval of Senior Services’ cost allocation plan
and rate methodology; and if approved, authorize Chairman to execute
Contract. Senior Services. (All Commission Districts.)
There was no public comment on this item.

On motion by Commissioner Berkbigler, seconded by Commissioner
Hartung, which motion duly carried, it was ordered that Agenda Item 19 be approved and
authorized. The Interlocal Contract for same is attached hereto and made a part of the
minutes thereof.
17-0678
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AGENDA ITEM 20 Recommendation to approve Agreement for
Independent Living Services between The Children’s Cabinet and Washoe
County in response to Request for Proposal (RFP) #2999-17 in the amount
of [$425,000] retroactive for the period of July 1, 2017 through June 30,
2018, with an option to renew for two (2) additional one (1) year periods;
and authorize the Department to execute the agreement. Social Services.
(All Commission Districts.)
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There was no public comment on this item.
On motion by Commissioner Berkbigler, seconded by Commissioner
Hartung, which motion duly carried, it was ordered that Agenda Item 20 be approved and
authorized.
17-0679

AGENDA ITEM 21 Recommendation to approve an amendment in the
amount of [$25,000] to the FY17/18 sub grant agreement for the
Continuum of Care services between Washoe County and Volunteers of
America, Greater Sacramento and Northern Nevada, Inc. (VOA) for a
total amount not to exceed [$161,543] and approve resolution necessary
for same for the term of August 1, 2016 - July 31, 2017. Social Services.
(All Commission Districts.)
There was no public comment on this item.

On motion by Commissioner Berkbigler, seconded by Commissioner
Hartung, which motion duly carried, it was ordered that Agenda Item 21 be approved.
The Resolution for same is attached hereto and made a part of the minutes thereof.
17-0680

AGENDA ITEM 22 Recommendation to accept FY18 Victim of Crime
Act (VOCA) sub-grant award from the State of Nevada Division of Child
and Family Services in the amount [$2,087,400; $521,850 County match]
retroactive for the period July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2018; authorize the
Department to execute the Sub-Grant Award and direct the Comptroller’s
Office to make the necessary budget amendments. Social Services. (All
Commission Districts.)
There was no public comment on this item.

On motion by Commissioner Berkbigler, seconded by Commissioner
Hartung, which motion duly carried, it was ordered that Agenda Item 22 be accepted,
authorized, and directed.
17-0681

AGENDA ITEM 23 Recommendation to approve a Chafee Sub-Grant
Award from the State of Nevada, Division of Child and Family Services
(DCFS) in the amount of [$225,000; match of $56,250], retroactive to July
1, 2017 through June 30, 2018 to support youth in making the transition
from foster care to economic self-sufficiency; authorize the Department to
execute the Sub-Grant Award and direct Comptroller’s Office to make the
appropriate budget amendments. Social Services. (All Commission
Districts.)
There was no public comment on this item.
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On motion by Commissioner Berkbigler, seconded by Commissioner
Hartung, which motion duly carried, it was ordered that Agenda Item 23 be approved,
authorized, and directed.
17-0682

AGENDA ITEM 24 Recommendation to accept a grant from the Fund
to Assist Former Foster Youth (FAFFY), State of Nevada, Division of
Child and Family Services (DCFS) in the amount of [$250,000 no county
match], to assist youth in making the transition from foster care to
economic self-sufficiency, retroactive from July 1, 2017 through June 30,
2018; authorize the Department to execute the Sub-Grant Award and
direct the Comptroller’s Office to make the appropriate budget
amendments. Social Services. (All Commission Districts.)
There was no public comment on this item.

On motion by Commissioner Berkbigler, seconded by Commissioner
Hartung, which motion duly carried, it was ordered that Agenda Item 24 be accepted,
authorized, and directed.
17-0683

AGENDA ITEM 7 Appearance: Dr. Laura D. Knight, Chief Medical
Examiner and Coroner Washoe County Medical Examiner
Presentation and acknowledgement of receipt of the Washoe County
Regional Medical Examiner’s Office 2016 Annual Report. [10 minutes.]

Dr. Laura Knight, Chief Medical Examiner and Coroner, conducted a
PowerPoint presentation with the following slides: Presentation of Annual Report to
Board of County Commissioners; Regional Medical Examiner’s Office (MEO); First
Annual Statistical Report; Mission Statement; 18 Additional Counties Rely on Us;
Deaths Reported to WCRMEO; Reasons for increased caseload; Total Cases by Type;
Total Examinations; Total Examination Cases by Sex; Transportation Deaths; Drug
Intoxication Deaths (two slides); Washoe County Homeless Persons; Accidental
Homeless Deaths; Washoe County Senior Deaths; 2016 Statistics of Interest; and Report
Available.
Dr. Knight noted completion of this type of report reflected upon the
resources available to the department, the level of staffing, and the improved technology
in collecting the data. She indicated it was a hurdle they overcame on their goal of
national accreditation by the National Association of Medical Examiners. She mentioned
the MEO covered a total population of just under one million, of which 30 percent of the
caseload came from outside counties. She pointed out the number of total deaths reported
had nearly tripled over the past ten years. She suggested many deaths seen by the MEO
were violent deaths and deaths involving risk-taking, both of which affected the male
population more. She explained homeless persons were defined as individuals listed as
transient or with no fixed address. She said 78 percent of accidental senior deaths were
due to falls.
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Commissioner Jung thanked Dr. Knight for the presentation and asked
about what happened with unclaimed bodies. Dr. Knight answered sometimes they were
provided with a public burial but there was no agreement with any schools of medicine to
donate unclaimed bodies for research. Any agreements like that were made by the
decedents before the victim passed away. Commissioner Jung requested Dr. Knight
research best practices, noting other communities gave unclaimed bodies to medical
schools in the community. When asked whether she predicted the opioid crisis would
reach epidemic levels in Washoe County, Dr. Knight replied drug trends tended to move
from the east coast to the west but this epidemic had not yet reached the west coast. She
hoped prevention efforts would mitigate the impact within the County. Commissioner
Jung praised Governor Brian Sandoval for tackling the issue and suggested Dr. Knight
give her MEO Annual Report presentation to the Cities of Reno, Sparks, and the Washoe
County School District.
Responding to Commissioner Hartung’s query, Dr. Knight said the report
did not capture all deaths in the County, only those reported to her office. A complete
tabulation of deaths could be found at the office of vital statistics. Commissioner Hartung
applauded the MEO’s efforts in organ donation and asked how they accommodated
donors. Dr. Knight responded the MEO prioritized giving decedents the opportunity to
authorize donation before life support was removed. She explained they worked with
organ donation agencies who often notified the MEO of potential donor opportunities.
She clarified the one pending senior death case listed on one of the presentation slides
was still under investigation.
Chair Lucey expressed frustration that, though prescription drug deaths
outpaced illicit drugs annually, there was a bigger fight against illicit drugs then opioids.
He noted the Governor and the Attorney General were providing local sheriff’s offices
with the resources to battle it. He expressed sadness about the number of indigent deaths
in the community and hoped to see those numbers reduced. He thanked Dr. Knight for
the data and insight. Commissioner Jung added this was the first time a report like this
was produced and stressed its importance to taxpayers.
On the call for public comment, Mr. Stuart Mackie was called but was not
present to speak.
17-0684

AGENDA ITEM 8 Recommendation to award Request for Proposal
(RFP) #3023-17 for Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) Victim’s Services
Coordinator to Megan Lucey, Esq., the sole bidder, and approval of the
Professional Services Agreement to provide Victim of Crime and Family
Crime Act (VOCA) Victim Services Coordinator services retroactive July
1, 2017 to June 30, 2018 in the amount of [$95,000], to support the FY18
VOCA grant anticipated to be accepted by the Board on August 8, 2017,
funded 100% by VOCA. The Washoe County Commission is considering
purchasing services from a business entity in which a member of the
Commission (Bob Lucey) may have a significant pecuniary interest and
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who will not participate in the decision. Social Services. (All Commission
Districts.)
Chair Lucey disclosed that Megan Lucey, the sole bidder on the agreement,
was his wife. He consulted with District Attorney Christopher Hicks and, based on Mr.
Hicks’ written advice and pursuant to Nevada Revised Statute 281A.420, he was
abstaining from participating in or voting on Agenda Item 8. He placed a copy of the
written legal opinion on file with the Clerk.
11:16 a.m.
Chair Lucey left the meeting and Vice Chair Berkbigler assumed
control of the meeting.
Amber Howell, Social Services Department Director, announced the Social
Services Department received $2 million from the federal Victims of Crime Act for the
second year. With that money came many opportunities that the department needed
someone to manage. She stated the position would have different responsibilities. First
someone was needed to analyze the tremendous amount of new legislation and train staff
accordingly. Second, the position would help develop a pilot program to assist in the
adoption of the 72 children in Social Services’ foster care program as well as to review
and expand the Temporary Assistance for Displaced Seniors program.
Ms. Howell stated the position’s first priority would be to solve the foster
program’s backlog. Another responsibility would be to develop a streamlined process to
research and find relatives of foster children or other placement for those children. She
added the position would prioritize which cases could go to mediation instead of
termination of parental rights, which was beneficial to the children. The position would
analyze case transfers to maximize funding. The position would also review post-adoption
agreements, determine the rights of biological parents, and assess the adult and senior
aspects of the department. She remarked it cost the County between $500 and $700 a day
to house a foster child but the State paid for the adoption of that child.
Commissioner Hartung asked about the process of finding a qualified
candidate. Washoe County Comptroller Cathy Hill responded the Request for Proposal
(RFP) went out to seven organizations that met the qualifications for the bidding process.
Of those only one organization returned with questions and ultimately only one bidder
responded to the RFP. Commissioner Hartung asked if Mrs. Lucey would be eligible for
the Public Employee Retirement System or for medical benefits, to which Ms. Hill replied
she would not be because she would be an independent contractor.
On the call for public comment, Ms. Cathy Brandhorst spoke on matters of
concern to herself, during which Vice Chair Berkbigler reminded her to stay on topic.
Mr. Stuart Mackie was called but was not present to speak.
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On motion by Commissioner Jung, seconded by Commissioner Hartung,
which motion duly carried with Chair Lucey recused from voting, it was ordered that
Agenda Item 8 be awarded.
17-0685

AGENDA ITEM 11 Recommendation to approve award of grant from
the Nevada Office of the Attorney General in the amount of
[$1,641,617.00, no County match required] to pay for the salaries of six
full time DNA Criminalists for one year, a laboratory remodel to
accommodate the new DNA Criminalists, and costs associated with the
testing of sexual assault kits collected from January 2015 through June
2019; authorize Human Resources to create six Criminalist II positions,
pending evaluation by the JEC; approve interfund appropriation transfers
to track grant and capital funds; and direct the Comptroller’s Office to
make the necessary appropriation transfers and budget amendments.
Sheriff. (All Commission Districts.)

County Manager John Slaughter pointed out staff requested this item not
be included in the block vote so the project could be highlighted. Vice Chair Berkbigler
stated the project was a result of Assembly Bill (AB) 97 and expressed pride in it.
Kerri Heward, Director of the Washoe County Sheriff’s Office (SO)
Forensic Science Division, expressed excitement to have the staffing to move forward
with the project. When asked what the project would entail, she replied all sexual assault
kits other than those deemed anonymous would be submitted to one of two crime labs in
Nevada. According to AB97, the kits must be submitted within 30 days and tested within
180 days; without the funding to hire more individuals there would not have been the
capacity to perform such a task.
Responding to Commissioner Berkbigler’s query, Biology Section
Supervisor Lisa Smyth-Roam predicted they would receive 300 to 350 kits a year,
roughly five times as many as in past. Commissioner Berkbigler commented testing those
kits could result in arresting repeat sexual offenders thus lowering the number of kits to
test going forward.
Commissioner Jung recalled during the Brianna Dennison case in 2008
fundraisers were held to push the DNA processing ahead. She stated the program made
the County a safer place and brought resolution to the victims. She praised the intellect of
the employees of the crime lab.
11:29 a.m.
Chairman.

Chair Lucey returned to the meeting and assumed the role of

Commissioner Hartung commended the crime lab’s staff for solving as
many crimes as they did with antiquated equipment. He told a personal story related to
the Brianna Dennison case. Mr. Slaughter remarked staff from the SO, the Manager’s
office, and the Attorney General worked together to make this happen. He reminded the
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Board the bill only provided funding for one year and stressed the County needed to
commit to finding permanent funding for the program, a proposition with which Chair
Lucey agreed. He hoped the additional staffing would help the lab.
Commissioner Jung requested a future agenda item regarding the
government services tax and how it could be used to fund the program. She asked staff to
determine where tax money would have the most effect. She pointed out sexual assault
affected men, women, and children.
On the call for public comment, Mr. Stuart Mackie was called but was not
present to speak.
Ms. Cathy Brandhorst spoke about matters of concern to herself.
Mr. Pete Todoroff stated Assemblywoman Lisa Krasner made the bill
effective for up to twenty years. He indicated he was a victim of sexual assault and
stressed Assemblywoman Krasner’s actions regarding the bill were first class.
Commissioner Hartung expressed surprise at how closely the forensics lab
worked with the Medical Examiner’s Office and requested a future presentation about
their collaboration.
On motion by Commissioner Hartung, seconded by Commissioner Jung,
which motion duly carried, it was ordered that Agenda Item 11 be approved, authorized,
and directed.
17-0686

AGENDA ITEM 25 Update on Wildland Fire Season. Manager and
Truckee Meadows Fire Protection District. (All Commission Districts.)

Truckee Meadows Fire Protection District (TMFPD) Battalion Chief Sam
Hicks provided a handout which was distributed to the Board and placed on file with the
Clerk. He reviewed the statistics given in the handout. When asked if any structures were
lost in the Chilcoot fire, he did not think so but noted he was on a different fire at the
time. He noted the TMFPD paid special attention to the Chilcoot and Poslin fires because
they presented the danger of spreading into Nevada. Those fires were contained by
rainfall and the diversion of resources from other fires. He added the Poslin Mine was
threatened at one time but not any longer.
He displayed a fire map which was placed on file with the Clerk. He stated
there were probably twice as many fires as shown on the map, but the rest were smaller;
some were as small as single-tree incidents. He confirmed about 250,000 acres had
burned this fire season, which was about two-thirds complete. He indicated he would
provide the Board with statewide statistics later, but noted Carson City Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) districts saw 185,000 acres burned, National Division of Forestry
(NDF) districts had 160k acres burned, and Nevada as a whole saw over 1,100,000 acres
burned through the first part of August. He said that amount was equivalent to other high
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fire seasons like 1996 and 1999. He reviewed an extreme fire behavior pamphlet and
placed it on file with the Clerk. He stated limiting a fire’s spread to less than 1,000 feet
was considered a success; by that token and by the limited amount of structure loss
encountered, he said the district had been successful. He announced a house in District 17
was struck by lightning, causing a small fire and structural damage. He warned the
ongoing thunderstorms could increase in severity and cause flooding.
Prompted by Commissioner Jung’s question, TMFPD Fire Chief Charles
Moore clarified the map showed fires with controlled perimeters; there were no active
fires at the time of the meeting. Commissioner Jung asked about the naming of fires, to
which Chief Hicks replied names were assigned by the closest geographic feature when
the Incident Commander arrived at the fire. He stated the fire that threatened North Red
Rock Road was the Cold Springs fire. Commissioner Jung said citizens near the area
were thankful and she praised Chief Moore for prioritizing structures and property over
saving vegetation. She relayed a personal story about a family member who lived in the
area. Chief Hicks emphasized the importance of defensible space. Commissioner
Berkbigler echoed Commissioner Jung’s comments and praised the department’s focus
on protecting structures.
Commissioner Hartung asked about lost structures, to which Chief Hicks
said he thought one trailer was lost in the Winnemucca Ranch Fire. When asked by
Commissioner Hartung for a historical comparison, Chief Hicks stated 2017 was almost
exactly on par with 1999, a statistic correlated by the Governor’s report on the fire
season. Commissioner Herman thanked the TMFPD on behalf of District 5.
Chair Lucey asked about the status of the staff. Chief Hicks responded
many in the department were young and had not seen this type of fire behavior before. He
added they were still engaged and happy to work. Chair Lucey stated one of the reasons
for the update was to make the citizens aware that the County and the TMFPD work
synonymously with both Animal Services and Human Services. He thanked Chief Hicks
and the County’s communication department for their efforts to spread awareness of fire
danger. Commissioner Hartung added the cross-training received by TMFPD firefighters
allowed them to fight any type of fire and commended their fitness levels.
Chief Hicks noted there were 973 human-caused fires statewide which
burned 592,000 acres and 645 lightning-caused fires covering 960,000 acres. He
specified he did not have a breakdown of the causes of the human-caused fires.
Commissioner Hartung requested that breakdown for a future agenda item so the Board
could be proactive. Commissioner Jung relayed a rumor she heard about an arsonist.
Chief Hicks said there was an origin determination made on every fire but there was no
indication any were caused intentionally. Commissioner Jung remarked if the leaders of
the Sagebrush Rebellion had their way and the NDF and BLM did not provide assistance,
the County would not have the funding capability to fight those fires.
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17-0687

AGENDA ITEM 30 Possible Closed Session for the purpose of
discussing labor negotiations with Washoe County and Truckee Meadows
Fire Protection District per NRS 288.220.

Before Chair Lucey recessed the meeting, County Manager John Slaughter
requested they go into closed session.
On the call for public comment, Mr. Stuart Mackie was called but was not
present to speak.
On motion by Commissioner Jung, seconded by Commissioner Hartung,
which motion duly carried, it was ordered that the meeting recess to a closed session for
the purpose of discussing negotiations with Employee Organizations per NRS 288.220.
12:03 p.m.

The Board recessed.

1:31 p.m.

The Board reconvened with all members present.
PUBLIC HEARINGS

17-0688

AGENDA ITEM 26 Public Hearing: For possible action to conduct a
second reading and adopt an ordinance amending Washoe County Code
Chapter 45 by revising provisions relating to the Washoe County
Departments of Social Services and Senior Services by combining the
two into the Human Services Agency; by repealing the Social Services
Advisory Board, adding and revising various definitions, and all other
matters properly relating thereto. The Board of County Commissioners
introduced and conducted a first reading of the proposed ordinance
change on June 27, 2017. Social Services. (All Commission Districts).

The Chair opened the public hearing by calling on anyone wishing to
speak for or against adoption of said Ordinance. Mr. Stuart Mackie was called but was
not present to speak.
Nancy Parent, County Clerk, read the title for Ordinance No. 1600, Bill
No. 1781.
On motion by Commissioner Berkbigler, seconded by Commissioner
Hartung, which motion duly carried, Chair Lucey ordered that Ordinance No. 1600, Bill
No. 1781, be adopted, approved and published in accordance with NRS 244.100.
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17-0689

AGENDA ITEM 27 Public Hearing: Master Plan Amendment Case
Number WMPA17-0001 - (1) To acknowledge receipt of the Planning
Commission’s report regarding the Board of County Commissioners’
action on May 23, 2017 to reverse the Planning Commission’s action of
April 4, 2017 to deny WMPA17-0001; and (2) For possible action,
public hearing and discussion to adopt an amendment to the Washoe
County Master Plan, Spanish Springs Area Plan to amend the text within
Table C-3, Allowed Uses (Commercial Use Types) in the Spanish
Springs Area Plan to allow “Storage of Operable Vehicles” (including
RV storage) in the Neighborhood Commercial (NC) regulatory zone,
subject to the issuance of a Board of Adjustment approved special use
permit. If the applicant’s request is approved, staff recommends: (1) that
the Personal Storage Guidelines of Appendix A of the Spanish Springs
Area Plan (Western Theme Design Guidelines) also be updated to reflect
the allowance of the Storage of Operable Vehicles commercial use type
in the NC Regulatory Zone; and (2) clarifying that these design
guidelines are applicable to this commercial use type throughout the NC
Regulatory Zone in the Spanish Springs planning area. If adopted,
amendments will be effective if and when the Regional Planning
Commission finds that the amendment conforms to the Truckee Meadows
Regional Plan. The request potentially impacts all properties with the NC
regulatory zone within the boundaries of the Spanish Springs planning
area. The Manke Family Trust is the applicant. Community Services.
(Commission District 4.)

The Chair opened the public hearing by calling on anyone wishing to
speak for or against adoption of Agenda Item 27.
A copy of an amended Exhibit A-1 was distributed to the Board by
County Clerk Nancy Parent and placed on file with the Clerk.
Kelly Mullin, Planner with the Community Services Department, pointed
out this item came before the Board in May of 2017. She conducted a PowerPoint
presentation with the following slides: Washoe County Commission; Summary of
Request; Areas of Neighborhood Commercial; Action to Date; Planning Commission
Report; and County Commission Options.
Ms. Mullin explained the Spanish Springs Area Plan had its own table of
uses which was separate from the County’s general table of uses. The applicant sought to
change the plan to allow for storage of operable vehicles with the issuance of a special
use permit (SUP). The SUP would require that a project proposal be analyzed for
potential impacts to surrounding properties to determine if the proposal was appropriate.
She reminded the Board they received a copy of the amended Exhibit A-1.
Commissioner Hartung requested the Board not change the Spanish
Springs Area Plan, though he asked they permit him to authorize a single exception for
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the applicant’s parcel. He stated the parcel had unique characteristics which made the
request proper but there were other zoned parcels in Spanish Springs for which approval
would not be appropriate. He expressed concern about not knowing how many parcels in
Spanish Springs would be designated as neighborhood commercial zones (NCZs). He
suggested making a motion to deny the change to the area plan with the caveat that the
applicant’s proposal be accepted. Commissioner Jung said she would second that motion.
On the call for public comment, Mr. Gordon Astrom spoke against
changing the plan and conducted a PowerPoint presentation and reviewed the following
slides: Appeal; Item #1 (two slides); Item #2; Item #3; Item #5; Appendix C; and
Questions.
Ms. Francie Astrom conducted a PowerPoint presentation. She stated
Spanish Springs was growing rapidly and agreed with Commissioner Hartung that
restructuring certain zones could affect many acres of land, some of which had not yet
been zoned. While she preferred not to have personal storage at the location in question,
she accepted it since it was an approved use of the land. She objected to the storage of
operative vehicles and opined no changes should be made to the current list of uses in
Spanish Springs.
Mr. Stuart Mackie was called but was not present to speak.
Mr. Don Christensen noted he had a vested interest because a parcel
adjacent to his would be impacted by the potential rezoning. He mentioned his opinion
had softened about the specific parcel requested by Mr. Manke with the assurance it
would not affect properties near his home. He objected to the storage of operative
vehicles in general and claimed the applicant was showing bad faith by not taking care of
the property’s weeds or fence.
Mr. Dan Gearhart, sales agent for the Shadow Ridge development,
opposed the proposed amendment. He argued the definition of operable vehicles was too
broad and he did not want to see undesirable vehicles in his community. He added he was
open to Commissioner Hartung’s suggestion of permitting just the one applicant to store
operable vehicles.
Ms. Cathy Brandhorst spoke about matters of concern to herself. Chair
Lucey interrupted her to remind her to stay on topic.
Commissioner Hartung stated as part of the Community Advisory Board
he was involved with drafting the master plan in the 1990s. He reiterated the particular
parcel in question was unique and stressed the importance of compromise.
Commissioner Berkbigler expressed concern about making changes to
master plans that could impact areas not yet developed. She acknowledged she approved
the action taken by the Board regarding the parcel in May, but upon subsequent reflection
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said she supported Commissioner Hartung’s motion affirming the Planning
Commission’s decision while approving the one specific parcel.
Deputy District Attorney Paul Lipparelli reminded the Board the item was
an action on a master plan amendment proposal and the Board could vote either way
depending on the findings. He stated any later proposal to change zoning would have to
stand on its own. He said if the Board chose to uphold the Planning Commission’s report
there was a recommended motion in the staff report which provided a place to insert
findings; he added it would be appropriate to make them.
Derek Kirkland from Wood Rogers Inc., representing the Manke family,
stated they were interested in the suggested compromise and requested clarification as to
what the next steps would be.
On motion by Commissioner Hartung, seconded by Commissioner Jung,
which motion duly carried, it was ordered to deny Master Plan Amendment Case Number
WMPA17-0001 based on the Board’s inability to make any of the required findings
regarding consistency with the master plan, compatible land uses, response to changed
conditions, availability of facilities, or the desired pattern of growth as listed on page four
of the staff report.
Mr. Lipparelli confirmed the motion was acceptable as the relevant code
required three of five findings be made to amend the master plan and Commissioner
Hartung contended none of the findings could be made.
17-0690

AGENDA ITEM 28 Public hearing and discussion to affirm, modify or
reverse the Planning Commission’s approval of (1) Tentative Subdivision
Map Case Number TM16-009 (Ascenté), a 225-lot single-family
common open space subdivision on two parcels totaling ±632 acres, and
(2) Special Use Permit Case Number SW16-003 (Ascenté Water Tank) a
560,000 gallon water storage tank. The site is located south of Fawn Lane
and east of Shawna Lane within Section 1, T17N, R19E, MDM, Washoe
County, NV. The parcels (APNs: 045-252-14 and 045-252-15) total
±632.13-acres size and are within the boundaries of the Forest Area Plan.
The Master Plan Categories are Suburban Residential and Open Space,
and the Regulatory Zones are Medium Density Suburban (MDS - 3
dwelling units per acre), Low Density Suburban (LDS - 1 dwelling unit
per acre) and Open Space (OS). The property owners are Gary Nelson
and Jeannie Janning, the tentative subdivision map applicant is Symbio
Development, LLC, and the appellant is Callahan Neighbors Community
Group (Ryan Loetscher, Todd Mihevc, Ken Allen and Kris Hemlein).
Community Services. (Commission District 2.)

The Chair opened the public hearing by calling on anyone wishing to
speak for or against adoption of Agenda Item 28.
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Prior to any discussion or action, Chair Lucey disclosed Nick Vander Poel
was not only a paid consultant of the Ascenté project’s developer but he was a paid
member of Chair Lucey’s election campaign staff and would be serving in that capacity
in the upcoming election. Additionally, Chair Lucey stated he and Mr. Vander Poel were
close friends. Based on legal written advice from the District Attorney’s Office and
pursuant to Nevada Revised Statute (NRS) 281A.420, Chair Lucey announced he would
abstain from participating in or voting on the Ascenté project. A written opinion was
placed on record with the Clerk. He acknowledged it was a difficult decision but he did
not want to burden the developer, the County, or the appellants with the legal
consequences of participating in the matter when he was legally prohibited from doing
so. He handed control to Vice Chair Berkbigler for the remainder of the meeting.
2:06 p.m.
Chair Lucey left the meeting and Vice Chair Berkbigler assumed
control of the meeting.
On the advice of Deputy District Attorney Paul Lipparelli, Vice Chair
Berkbigler invited staff to speak first, followed by the appellant, the developer, and
finally public comment.
Trevor Lloyd, Senior Planner with the Community Services Department,
conducted a PowerPoint presentation with the following slides: Tentative Map Case No.
TM16-009; Vicinity Map; Ascente Tentative Map; Potential Wetlands; New Condition;
Appellant Concerns; Grading; Traffic; Previous Meeting; and Possible Motion.
Mr. Lloyd summarized the nature of the item and reminded the Board the
map was approved by the Planning Commission (PC) at their June 6, 2017 meeting. He
noted the 632 acre property would be located south of Mt. Rose Highway and east of
Callahan Road. He pointed out the areas of potential wetlands in the tentative map and
mentioned staff wanted to add to a new condition 1Z that the developer obtain an Army
Corps of Engineers certification before issuance of any permits.
Mr. Lloyd addressed each of the appellant’s concerns. Regarding the claim
that the development violated the Mt. Rose Scenic Byway Corridor Management Plan, he
stated that was a subjective claim since the plan laid out general goals and was not policy;
it was merely a guideline. The appeal contended there were no elements of low-impact
development or groundwater recharge proposed with the project. He responded condition
D2 required the applicant to submit a low impact development design plan with the
submittal of the first final map to incorporate groundwater recharge within the design. He
noted the plan did not propose any public trailhead locations on the site; the proposed
trails would connect existing trails but there would be no new trailheads. In regard to the
assertion that the proposal’s hydrology study underestimated the measured values for
runoff, staff contended the four proposed storm-water detention ponds were oversized to
handle capacity. The appeal stated the plan should include the full buildout to fully
understand all implications, but the County did not require any plans to have full
buildouts until the final design stage. He stated the appeal expressed concern about lead
contamination and the soil study provided did not adequately address the concerns. He
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stated because studies like these were not required by the County or the State, staff was
not qualified to address such a study. He indicated the study and its responses were sent
to the Health Department and the Division of Environmental Protection, neither of which
had any negative concerns.
Mr. Lloyd showed a map illustrating a two thirds reduction in the amount
of grading proposed. He indicated the PC approved the project at their June 6, 2017
meeting by a 5 to 1 vote while the members of the South Meadows Citizen Advisory
Board (CAB) unanimously recommended denial of the project. While the staff report laid
out three possible motions, he said staff recommended affirming the PC’s decision with
the modification to include the additional condition previously referenced. He pointed out
the presence of Community Services Department (CSD) Planner Kelly Mullin, CSD
Division Director of Engineering Dwayne Smith, and Truckee Meadows Fire Protection
District (TMFPD) Chief Charles Moore.
Commissioner Hartung referenced one of the possible motions to modify
the PC’s action which was listed in the staff report and inquired whether the Board could
elect to modify the action in any other way. Mr. Lipparelli responded modifications were
permitted. Commissioner Hartung asked whether suggested modifications had to return
to the PC since they were the approving agency. Mr. Lipparelli replied if it was a master
plan issue, it would have to go back, but since the item was an appeal, they did not have
to. He recommended obtaining the developer’s position on staff’s suggested condition so
the record would be clear.
When asked by Commissioner Hartung where the 610,000 cubic yards of
excavated material would go, Mr. Lloyd responded it would be distributed evenly on site
with any remaining stockpiles being placed on the opposite side of the ridge.
Commissioner Hartung wondered what the difference was between Matera Ridge,
approved in 2009, and the Ascenté project since they were both located in the same area.
Mr. Lloyd responded Matera Ridge was not a project but rather it was part of an overall
update of the Forest Area Plan (FAP). He confirmed Commissioner Hartung’s assertion
that zoning had been changed as well as policies identifying future development of the
Matera Ridge property, which was now called Ascenté. He stated at that time there was no
project, nor were there geotechnical or traffic studies.
Commissioner Hartung asked whether the traffic study considered
construction traffic. Mr. Lloyd answered the traffic study represented the impact of the
final buildout but it did not go into specific detail about construction traffic; the traffic
engineer or Mr. Smith could better answer the question.
Mr. Kenneth Allen spoke on behalf of the Callahan Ranch community and
conducted a PowerPoint presentation. He asked that any Commissioners receiving
financial contributions from the appellant or the applicant to recuse themselves and Vice
Chair Berkbigler assured him Chair Lucey had already recused himself.
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Mr. Allen contended the Ascenté subdivision map violated the FAP by
changing the rural character of the area and violated the Mount Rose Scenic Biway Plan
by substantially impacting the viewshed. He further claimed the plan violated the Land
Use and Transportation (LUT) document by not providing connectivity or protecting the
health and safety of the community. He noted the CAB voted against the measure and
said the concerns raised by the CABs had not been addressed. He addressed
Commissioner Hartung’s earlier question by saying Matera Ridge’s zoning was put into
the master plan without going through the zoning change process.
Mr. Allen stated Ascenté’s plan lacked policy enforcement and did not
address traffic concerns or enhance the neighborhood. Further, connectivity and fire safety
were not addressed in the plan. He claimed because of increased precipitation, the area had
a fuel level two to three times greater than that of Reno. He contested the development
would add houses along the current evacuation route with no additional fire exits and
Ascenté’s response was they would pave the road at the end of Brushwood Way. The
development’s close proximity to Route 580 created a huge source for ignition. He
admitted the project design provided for the removal of vegetation for 30 feet around
homes but said Truckee Meadows Fire Code stated it should 50 feet because they were in
a high fire zone. He requested the Board seek clarification of those standards from the
TMFPD.
Mr. Allen noted 500 homes exited via either Callahan Road or Fawn Lane
and he expressed concern about preserving safety when 225 more homes were added. He
suggested connecting the development to Thomas Creek Road to mitigate some of the
issues. He quoted the LUT report which said the issuance would not be detrimental to
public safety and that new development must promote connectivity to the neighborhood.
He indicated two of the four roads that dead-ended into the Ascenté project would be
closed down, further hindering connectivity. He reviewed several slides about the traffic
study that was performed and claimed simply maintaining the level of service was not
sufficient to satisfy the FAP or the LUT. He suggested conducting a new traffic study.
Mr. Allen reiterated the need for a connection to Thomas Creek Road. He
added a representative from the Nevada Department of Transportation (NDOT) preferred
the connection and said Matera Ridge’s representative had planned to build the road. He
stated the intersection of Callahan Road and State Road 431 was rated F and adding 225
homes would not help. He questioned who would pay for any damage to Fawn Lane
caused by heavy construction vehicles. He recommended moving the construction of the
Tioga and Whitney villages to phase two where those residents could exit through the
Thomas Creek Road connector, thus reducing the daily trips on Fawn Lane and Shawna
Lane.
Mr. Allen reviewed previous precedents set by the County regarding
ditches and walkways, all of which he stated proved effective. He urged the Board to place
conditions on traffic studies, evacuation timelines, ditch and walkway work, and
connectivity before approval. He suggested Ascenté should post a bond which would not
be returned if the LOS was not improved.
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Mr. Allen read part of the 2010 FAP regarding buffering. He indicated the
buffering in the Matera Ridge overlay district was originally 200 feet of open space while
Ascenté was proposing 40 feet. He said a larger buffer zone could help with fuel
mitigation, emergency access, wildlife cover, and enhancement of the new development’s
character. He stated buffering should be in place before Ascenté could sell any property.
Regarding blasting, Mr. Allen said the County had no blasting protocols
and Ascenté’s blasting experts had not shared their protocols. He mentioned national
blasting regulations could require evacuation within a half mile from the site as well as
inspection of nearby homes. He asked the board to deny the tentative map or include the
condition of allowing residents to know the particulars of any potential blasting. He
repeated his recommendation for Ascenté to have a cash bond to mitigate some of the
concerns residents had.
Commissioner Jung asked for clarification about disclosing campaign
contributions and the NRS. Mr. Lipparelli answered it was sometimes required for public
officers to disclose gifts, loans, financial commitments, and other connections to people
presenting a matter to the Board. However, he stated ethics laws did not include timelyreported campaign contributions as a type of financial connection requiring a separate
disclosure.
Commissioner Jung asked whether Mr. Allen met with the developers
regarding buffering, blasting, and bonding. Mr. Allen replied there were two open
meetings and the community expressed concerns there. Commissioner Jung said she had
strongly suggested to one of the appellants to meet with the developer. Mr. Allen replied
the developer reached out to them but no meeting resulted.
Commissioner Hartung wondered whether the same buffering requirement
existed when the properties off Callahan Road were approved. Mr. Allen responded the
plot maps had acre parcels or more but the home sites were only a half-acre; the buffer
was built into the plan. He claimed this was done because of both the number of
geological faults in the area and to provide open space. Commissioner Hartung remarked
by Mr. Allen’s logic the back yards in Ascenté’s plan should be added to the 40 feet of
buffer space. Mr. Allen stated the average backyard in the Sierra development would be
30 feet, 40 feet for the Donner development. He alleged at the time of zoning the buffering
was 200 feet. When Mr. Allen contended there were no amenities like parks or public
spaces, Commissioner Hartung noted there was open space. Mr. Allen stated the open
spaces were on 25 degree slopes. Commissioner Hartung asked if a 100 foot buffer would
make an appropriate compromise. Mr. Allen suggested with a larger buffering zone, flatter
walking trails could be put in along with landscaping and crested wheatgrass to prevent
fire spread.
Commissioner Hartung reminded Mr. Allen that his home was the result
of someone asking for a land use change. Mr. Allen recognized Ascenté was going to be
built but he wanted to make sure it was an enhancement to the community and did not
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threaten anyone’s safety. He noted the Callahan Ranch area had been evacuated more than
any other besides Peavine. He answered Commissioner Hartung’s question that the area
had 163 wells, to which Commissioner Hartung stated the development would be on
municipal water with regularly-spaced fire hydrants, a potential benefit.
Commissioner Hartung told a story about witnessing a blasting session in
Spanish Springs and noted it was anti-climactic. Mr. Allen reiterated residents had many
concerns with blasting but no one had explained what to expect with livestock and wells.
Commissioner Hartung said for the initial blasting session the neighbors would be
notified well in advance. Mr. Allen stated the rock in the area was andesite, one of the
hardest rocks there is, to which Commissioner Hartung countered by saying the hard
granite at Rocky Ridge was the standard by which all road-based material was based. Mr.
Allen repeated that the citizens needed more knowledge and understanding.
Angela Fuss conducted a PowerPoint presentation on behalf of the
applicant with the following slides: Introduction; PROCESS: Forest Area Plan;
Community Outreach & Public Input; Changes to the Ascenté Design; Outcome of
Redesign; and Thank You.
Ms. Fuss noted the Ascenté project had been in the works for a year and a
half. When discussions began to update the FAP in 2005, the Matera Ridge project was
coming forward, though it was not fully a project then. Regarding the density issue, she
noted the zoning took effect as part of the Area Plan. She emphasized the project was not a
change in any Master Plan, it was a tentative map. She pointed out whenever a developer
was dealing with hillsides, they were supposed to cluster development to avoid having
development on steep slopes. With regard to the criticism that the development did not
meet the intent of the Mount Rose Scenic Byway Corridor Management Plan, she
mentioned the FAP referenced the corridor plan 24 times. She admitted when Matera
Ridge planned on adding 2,000 units, a connector to Thomas Creek Road would have
been necessary; with only 225 units, it was not necessary. She added the next batch of
development would require an additional access point.
Ms. Fuss stated before a plan was created, the developers sent out six
hundred letters inviting people to two community meetings. The biggest concerns heard
were traffic, density, trails, and roads. She said there were no minimum buffer
requirements in the FAP; however, historically the County set the buffers anywhere from
20 to 100 feet. She commented the original plan submitted in October called for 281 units
but said they redesigned to a 225-unit plot based on input from the CAB. She claimed
this would reduce traffic and the four roads that dead-ended into the Ascenté property
would increase connectivity in case of a fire. In addition to Fawn Lane and Shawna Lane,
she said there was an emergency evacuation area off of Brushwood Way, providing a third
access road.
Ms. Fuss confirmed the added trails would not contain trailheads but they
would connect to existing forest trails such as the Galena Trail. In discussing Fawn Lane,
she stated the majority of feedback from residents was they did not want to see any
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changes to the road. Conversely, she said there were concerns about increased traffic
affecting people who walked or rode horses along the narrow road. The developer
proposed adding an equestrian trail as a way to ensure safety. She pointed out the large
right of way area was made up of a drainage ditch and property people used as front
yards. Any changes to the road would require them to tear out that landscaping. Ms. Fuss
indicated the plan called for added drainage capacity through detention basins which
were oversized by 20 percent versus what code required. This was to ensure downstream
neighbors were not impacted.
Ms. Fuss stressed they had worked extensively with the public through
meetings and, though there was still negative feedback, she said they met all 134
conditions staff required for approval. She said all concerns had been addressed either in
the tentative map or they would be addressed at the final map stage which adhered to
state law requirements. She indicated there were many falsehoods being stated regarding
the public’s concerns and encouraged the Board to ask questions since she had a team of
experts in the audience.
Commissioner Berkbigler asked Ms. Fuss if the developer supported the
additional condition proposed by staff, to which she said they did.
Commissioner Hartung commented how drafting the FAP was tough and
he guessed some of the changes made at that time were in response to the concerns about
traffic on Fawn Lane. He mentioned it was listed as a collector road though he felt that
was an inappropriate designation given that it was only 24 feet wide. He expressed
concern about construction traffic on the road, especially in wintertime, since collector
roads were typically 37 feet wide. He discussed the easement widths of various roads and
received confirmation from Ms. Fuss that Shawna Lane was not a collector road.
Commissioner Hartung asked if residents had been asked about widening
Fawn Lane, to which Ms. Fuss responded 180 people attended the two community
meetings and the feedback she received was not to change Fawn Road. He expressed
concern that if the developer did not mitigate the impact of their development, the
taxpayers could ultimately be responsible to do so. He was unsure whether Fawn Lane
maintained a level of service (LOS) C during heavy commute times. When asked where
the equestrian trail would go, Ms. Fuss answered it could switch off on different sides of
the road to avoid encroaching on residents’ landscaping. She added there was a proposal
to add traffic calming devices to control speeding. She explained the equestrian trail
would cross Fawn Lane but would then connect to Ascenté trails in the South; horse
riders coming from the south would not have to cross.
Commissioner Hartung wondered how Fawn Lane received the
designation of a collector road and asked if the road would be widened near the entrance
to the Ascenté property. Ms. Fuss indicated the plan was to have sidewalks and street
parking so the development would have a different street design. She answered
Commissioner Hartung’s followup question by saying widening Fawn Lane was not
desirable to the applicant, who calculated how much traffic the two egress roads could
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handle. The developer worked out 281 homes would keep a LOS C for the roads, which
was the level they were required to maintain according to County standards.
Commissioner Hartung disagreed, pointing out taxpayers would be responsible to pay if
Fawn Lane had to be upgraded at some point. He repeated it was not 35 feet wide and
construction traffic would not be beneficial for its condition. Ms. Fuss acknowledged if
the road was damaged after construction, it should be the developer’s responsibility to
repair it. Widening the road was problematic, she contended, because it involved
redesigning drainage ditches and grading. Vice Chair Berkbigler felt the developer should
not be responsible for widening Fawn Lane when the residents made it clear they
opposed the idea.
On the call for public comment, the following people spoke in opposition
to the approval of the tentative subdivision map: Mr. Ken Genz, Ms. Susan Gulas, Mr.
Chuck Price, Ms. Kris Hemline, Mr. Brad Lyles, Mr. Steve Wolgast, Mr. John Beach,
Mr. Ryan Monaghan, Mr. Edward Porter, Ms. Kathy Bowling, Ms. Frances SteckerCasey, Mr. Thomas Daly, Ms. Mary Cook, and Ms. LeRai Porter. Mr. Genz, Mr. Beach,
Mr. Monaghan, and Mr. Porter all submitted documents which were placed on file with
the Clerk; copies of the documents provided by Mr. Genz, Mr. Beach, and Mr. Porter
were distributed to the Board. Additionally, Ms. Julia Gold submitted an email voicing
her opposition, which was placed on file with the Clerk.
The above individuals expressed concerns including: the development
changing the rural character of the community; compliance with the primary objective
and other standards of the FAP; the developer not adhering to the Master Plan or County
standards; a lack of parking areas at planned trailheads; the plan’s lack of a community
center or park; potential issues with Holocene fault locations and the failure of Ascenté to
note faults on their appeal response; potential blasting issues with the andesitic rock base;
water flows across Shawna Lane due to denuded vegetation; inaccuracy of water runoff
predictions; the imprecision of the surface model due to using estimations instead of actual
values; the cost to the County to retrofit the oversized detention basins should they flood;
the evacuation capacity of the area; the increase in traffic volume; lead contamination of
the soil that exceeded Environmental Protection Agency standards; the sample size used in
the soil analysis; vehicle access to Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and national
forest lands; the lack of information about blasting; the lack of third-party oversight on the
applicant’s geological work; the inability to reuse excavated rock; the impact on current
residents’ views; loss of property value; concern that taxpayers would have to pay for
drainage mitigation; the affordability of the homes in the project; the negative impact to
neighboring property values; the lack of an access road connecting to Mount Rose
Highway; the original mixed vote of the Board including Commissioner Jung’s no vote;
Ascenté’s cancellation of a planned meeting with Callahan Ranch residents; and the
presence and duration of construction traffic.
During public comment there was a brief discussion between
Commissioner Hartung, Vice Chair Berkbigler, and Mr. Lipparelli about asking questions
of public commenters. It was decided it was the Chair’s discretion to allow it.
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There was an unrelated discussion among all the Commissioners and Mr.
Lipparelli regarding whether presenters Chuck Price, Kris Hemline, Brad Lyles, and
Steve Wolgast could present on behalf of the appellant beyond the 15 minutes the
appellant had already been given. There was additional discussion about whether they
could utilize the same PowerPoint presentation. Mr. Lipparelli stated an individual part of
a group who submitted a public comment card would get heard as would any individual,
and he further opined he could present in any manner he wanted if it was relevant to the
subject. Commissioner Jung objected, saying the group received 15 minutes to speak and
giving extra time to members of the group sullied the public process.
The following people spoke in support of approving the tentative
subdivision map: Mr. Don Tatro, Mr. Sev Carlson, Ms. Lori Windfeldt, Ms. Kirsten
Childers, Mr. Michael Richardson, Ms. Denise Wilson, Mr. Aaron West, Ms. Mendy
Elliott, Mr. Rick Schwarze, Ms. Ruth Ann Schwarze, and Ms. Kim Bacchus. Ms. Elliott
provided a handout which was distributed to the Board and placed on file with the Clerk.
The above individuals expressed the following reasons for supporting the
project: the regional need for all types of housing; the stabilization or raising of housing
values in the area; the drop in annual single family housing permits that were issued; the
preservation of the region’s current way of life; the responsible nature of the
development; the notion that developers had property rights as well; the fact the
development did not take anything away from current residents; the transparency and
willingness of the developers to provide information; the inevitability of the project and
the desire to have it achieved by a developer so willing to work with residents;
confidence in the Planning Commission and County staff’s approvals; the fact the project
had already been approved; the project’s embrace of larger economic opportunity; the
rising cost and limited availability of rental homes on the market; potential business
opportunities for women; the knowledge that many professionals rendered positive
opinions about the project at the risk of their certifications; the consistency of the project
with the character of the neighborhood; and improvement to the quality of life in the
community.
The following people were called but were not present to speak: Mr. Zack
Klymman, Mr. Stuart Mackie, Ms. Carol Del Carlo, Ms. Lorin A’Costa, Mr. Gary
Pestello, Ms. Dianne Robak, Mr. John Martin, Mr. Troy Topper, Mr. Rick Topper, Mr.
Tom Gurnee, Mr. Alan Jerkonis, and Ms. Sandi Smith.
Ms. Cathy Brandhorst spoke about matters of concern to herself.
Commissioner Hartung asked TMFPD Chief Charles Moore about high
fuel content in the area and issues with evacuation. Chief Moore noted fire plans for
tentative subdivision maps were very general and were performance-based. He drew a
picture that was placed on file with the Clerk. He claimed access to the homes for fire
trucks was reasonable but other issues such as specific slope, type of vegetation, and
housing material would be refined as the project moved forward. He indicated roads

AUGUST 8, 2017

PAGE 29

within subdivisions acted as fire breaks and added there was a decent amount of water
available.
Mr. Lloyd confirmed Mr. Hartung’s point that the proper zoning on the
property already existed and explained that a tentative map functioned as a preliminary
design. Staff required a certain amount of study in the form of traffic, geotechnical, and
hydrology studies to give them confidence that the engineering would adequately
accommodate the development. He reiterated the County required 140 conditions be met
for the final design. At that point multiple agencies needed to sign off on the final map,
ensuring all statutory requirements were met. He added the final map did not need to
come before the Board or the PC. He indicated the significant ridgelines that bisected the
portions of the property would not be broken and no houses would be placed along them.
Commissioner Hartung asked whether the development would be on
septic tanks, to which Mr. Smith replied it would be on municipal sewers. Mr. Smith
added the development would be served by the Truckee Meadows Water Authority
(TMWA) using a new distribution system and a required water tank. Commissioner
Hartung mentioned the water was doubly dedicated and Mr. Smith explained that meant
both groundwater and surface water was dedicated to meet the anticipated demand in
perpetuity, a point confirmed by Ms. Fuss.
Commissioner Hartung asked what the County did in situations where a
fault line or expansive clay could cause a defect in homes’ foundations. Mr. Smith
answered before the final map was approved the applicant would have to demonstrate
that homes were not on a known fault and had appropriate setbacks. Geotechnical reports
addressed expansive soils and would come with recommendations of how to mitigate any
issues. When asked about construction defect concerns that could arise, Mr. Lipparelli
answered County Code contained engineering standards involving geological conditions
related to safety. He stated seismic issues were more difficult but building codes
prohibited construction across a known fault; ultimately it was the final decision of the
PC. Commissioner Hartung felt the developer should not be culpable if a house was
damaged by seismic activity.
When the topic of construction traffic was brought up, Mr. Smith
responded it was a concern because the County did not want to negatively impact any
roadways. They would evaluate the roadway before construction and at the end of the
project they would commission the developer to remediate any conditions resulting from
construction. There was a brief discussion about the material makeup of Fawn Lane. He
continued the County would work with developers and contractors to mitigate other
issues such as speeding, dust, and mud.
Commissioner Hartung asked about community centers and Mr. Lloyd
replied the County did not require them, though parks departments would occasionally
request the dedication of land. Mr. Lloyd mentioned every house constructed in Washoe
County paid taxes that went to the Parks Department. He added no land was set aside for
a future park. When asked about the landscaping for common areas, Mr. Lloyd answered

PAGE 30

AUGUST 8, 2017

there would be formal landscaping around the perimeter and buffer areas, and the County
was pushing for the preservation of native vegetation.
Commissioner Hartung expressed concern with traffic levels on Fawn
Lane. He stated viewsheds were often used by residents at the discretion of the property
owner and development code did not dictate viewsheds. Commissioner Jung echoed
Commissioner Hartung’s comment that residents did not own viewsheds and said she
held private property rights very dear.
Commissioner Jung questioned whether the developer could put mixeduse housing into the final map to address the concern of affordable housing. Regarding
the comment made about her voting no on the original Matera Ridge project, she stated it
was a much larger development with higher density and the developer was not able to
address her concerns. She stated she now supported what the PC had done based on law
as well as the acknowledgment that the area was in a housing crisis. She added she
wanted any Commissioners who did not support the project to be noted at the Regional
Planning Governing Board so they could focus growth patterns in more welcoming areas.
Commissioner Jung moved to deny the appeal which was seconded by
Commissioner Hartung, and she encouraged residents to meet with developers to address
concerns early. She argued developers worked with residents to earn their support. She
stated the Board was bound by law and could not simply take away property rights
because it could end up costing the County more and the developer could develop any
way he wished.
Commissioner Jung confirmed her motion included the additional
condition proposed by staff, which was seconded by Commissioner Hartung. Mr.
Lipparelli clarified and read Condition 1Z and Mr. Lloyd confirmed that was the addition
being sought. The mover and seconder agreed. Vice Chair Berkbigler recalled the
applicant also agreed with the amendment.
Commissioner Hartung said there was an opportunity to enter into a
Capital Contribution Front End Agreement (CCFEA) and utilize the credits earned to
develop a safe project with easy access.
On motion by Commissioner Jung, seconded by Commissioner Hartung,
which motion duly carried with Chair Lucey abstaining from the vote due to a conflict of
interests, it was ordered that the appeal be denied and the Planning Commission’s
decision be approved with Condition 1Z added and approved.
5:04 p.m.

The Board recessed.

5:11 p.m.

The Board reconvened with Chair Lucey absent.
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17-0691

AGENDA ITEM 29 Discussion and update pursuant to Commissioners’
previous requests and/or topics for future agendas.

County Manager John Slaughter noted the Commissioners each received
copies of the dashboard and he could meet individually with them to answer specific
questions.
There was no public comment on this item.
17-0692

AGENDA ITEM 31 Public Comment.
Mr. Stuart Mackie was called but was not present to speak.
Ms. Cathy Brandhorst was called but was not present to speak.

17-0693

AGENDA ITEM 32 Announcements/Reports.

County Manager John Slaughter reminded the Board the next two Board
of County Commissioner meetings were cancelled and the next scheduled meeting would
be held on September 12, 2017.
*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

5:13 p.m.
There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned
without objection.

_____________________________
BOB LUCEY, Chair
Washoe County Commission
ATTEST:

_______________________________
NANCY PARENT, County Clerk and
Clerk of the Board of County Commissioners
Minutes Prepared by:
Derek Sonderfan, Deputy County Clerk

PAGE 32

AUGUST 8, 2017

