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November 21, 2017

To the Honorable Board of County Commissioners and
the Citizens of Washoe County, Nevada:

The comprehensive annual financial report of Washoe County, Nevada (County), for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2017 is
hereby submitted. Nevada Revised Statutes (NRS) 354.624 requires the County to provide an annual audit by independent
certified public accountants in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards in the United States. This report
represents Washoe County’s commitment to sound and effective fiscal management and to responsible financial reporting
based on (GAAP) established by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board.

Washoe County Management assumes responsibility for the completeness and reliability of the information contained in
this report, based on a comprehensive framework of internal controls established for this purpose. Because the cost of
internal control should not exceed anticipated benefits, the objective is to provide reasonable, rather than absolute
assurance that the financial statements are free of any material misstatements. Management asserts that, to the best of
our knowledge, the information in this report is accurate in all material respects and presents fairly the financial position of
the various funds and (discretely presented) component units of the County, including disclosures necessary to understand
the County's activities.

Eide Bailly, LLP, Certified Public Accountants, have audited the County’s financial statements for the year ended June 30,
2017 and have issued an unmodified (“clean”) opinion. The Independent Auditor's Report is located on the first page of the
financial section.

Management's Discussion and Analysis (MD&A) immediately follows the Independent Auditor's Report and provides a
narrative introduction, overview, and analysis of the basic financial statements. The MD&A complements this letter of
transmittal and should be read in conjunction with it.

PROFILE OF THE GOVERNMENT

Washoe County was incorporated in 1861 and is a political subdivision of the State of Nevada. The County is governed by
a five-member Board of County Commissioners (BCC) elected by constituents within their districts for a 4-year term. The
County covers an area of 6,600 square miles in the northwest section of the state. The county seat is the City of Reno, the
fourth largest city in Nevada. Other communities in the County include Sparks, Sun Valley, Wadsworth, and Incline Village.

The County provides an array of mandated services including property appraisal and assessment; tax collection; criminal
prosecution; presides over civil, criminal, domestic and juvenile court cases; death investigations; temporary financial
assistance, health care assistance and indigent burials; communicable disease control; and child protection and placement
services. Regional services include adult and juvenile detention; parks and libraries; senior services; forensic services;
water, sewer and flood control; animal services; emergency management; and regional public safety training. Other
community services include patrol and criminal investigation; fire protection; snow removal and street repair; business
licensing; and land use planning and permitting. Administrative and internal support services include management, human
resources, community relations, budget, technology services, internal audit, fleet operations, purchasing, and risk
management.

This report includes the financial activities of two discretely presented component units: Truckee Meadows Fire Protection
District and Sierra Fire Protection District. Both component units are legally separate entities, each governed by a Board
of Fire Commissioners. The members of the BCC serve as members of these boards. There is no financial benefit or
burden relationship between the County and the Fire Districts.

The BCC is required to adopt a final budget annually on or before June 1 for the ensuing fiscal year. The annual budget
serves as the foundation for the County’s financial planning and control. The legal level of budgetary control is at the
function level for governmental funds and by the sum of operating and non-operating expenses for proprietary funds.

“Dedicared 10 Excellence in Public Service ™
Washoe County is an Equal Opportunity Employer
ii































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































