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Possible action to adopt the Business Impact Statement for the Regional
License and Permit Platform with a finding, based on staffs
recoflrmsndation, that the proposed NRS 354.790 Regional Technology
Fee does not impose a direct and significant economic burden on a
business; nor does the proposed fee directly restrict the formation,
operation or expansion of a businessi and, set the public hearing for
possible adoption of the proposed Regional Technology Fee for June 28,
2016. The fee would apply to customers using the new online Regional
License and Permit Platform being created for the purpose of expediting
and enhancing access to the county's licensing and permitting processes,

including business licenses and building permits. The proposed fee in
any case would be a minimum of $1 and otherwise would apply (1) to all
business licenses at the time of license application and for each license
renewal as follows: $2.75 for annual licenses, $2 for quarterly licenses;

and (2) to all other permits including permit renewals (includes building,
engineering, planning, and utility permits) as follows: 4o/o of the total
permit cost to include permit renewal. (All Commission Districts.)

SUMMARY

Adoption of the Business Impact Statement for the Regional License and Permit Platform
with a finding that the proposed Regional Technology Fee does not have a significant
business impact. Set the public hearing for possible adoption of the proposed Regional
Technology Fee for June 28,2016.

Washoe County Strategic Objective supported by this iton: Proactive Economic
Development and Diversifi cation.

PREYIOUS BOARD ACTION

The Board of County Commissioners (Board) heard a report from staff on March 25,
2014 concerning progress towards awarding the Regional License and Permits Platform
contract to Accela, Inc. That report included a description of meetings held with the
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Builder's Association of Northem Nevada, the Association of General Contractors, the
Chamber, and all jurisdictions' business license customers on the proposed regional
technology fee.

The Board approved an Interlocal Cooperative Agreement on June 17, 2014 establishing
the Regional Business License and Permit Program among Washoe County, the City of
Reno, the City of Sparks, and the Washoe County Health District. The Board further
approved a contract with Accela, lnc. totaling $1,580,074.66 for the Program (total
project budget of $1,667,444.32), and directed staff to return prior to project
implernentation with a regional technology fee to recover portions of the project's costs
with the fee to only be implemented after go-live of the platform.

The Board approved a $148,000 change order from the Regional License and Permit
Platforrn Vendor, Accela, lnc., to extend the contact until the project's go-live date of
August 22,2016. The change order action included approving Washoe County's $67,636
share of the total change order; authorizing the Comptroller's Office to bill the Cities of
Reno and Sparks for their share of the total change order; authorizing the use of $33,300
from the contract's approved contingency funds for platform payments in January and
February of 2016; and, directing project management staff to execute the change order
only after the City Councils of Reno and Sparks approved their respective shares of the
total change order (both Councils approved their change order shares subsequent to the
Board's action).

BACKGROUND

RTcToNaT, LTcTNss AND PERMIT PLATFoRM

The City of Reno, the City of Sparks, the Washoe County Health District, and Washoe
County have been cooperatively seeking a new regional license and permit platform
(program) since April of 2012. The regional team released a Request for Proposal (RFP)
in late 2013. After going through a formal requirements and presentation process, the
regional team selected Accela, Inc. as the preferred vendor for the platform in April of
2014. The Board approved the contract with Accela, Inc. on June 17,ZOl4.

The new regional license and permit platform will replace the current Permits Plus permit
progftIm for the City of Sparks, Washoe County, and the Health District; and, the current
Permits Plus business license program for Washoe County. The new platform will also
replace the current business license programs for the City of Reno and the City of Sparks.
The advantages of the new regional license and permit platform to the business and
development community are numerous. The most significant improvement is that the
new system will allow for centralized shopping for anyone applyrng for licenses or
permits, so that the applicant can apply and pay on-line for licenses and/or permits and
not have to physically submit applications at any jurisdiction. Customers will still be
able to submit license and/or permit applications in person at a jurisdiction; however, the
on-line capacity should provide substantial time and cost savings for our customers.
Customers will also have the ability to track the status of their applications on-line, and to
submit electronic documsnts associated with their application.
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The City of Reno, the City of Sparks, Washoe County and the Health District entered into
an Interlocal Cooperative Agreement in June of 2014 to govern the new regional license

and permit platform. The Agreement's scope covers such matters as program creation,

fiscal management, term, functions, administration, responsibilities, annual operations

and budgeting process, initial and on-going contributions, personnel participation,
payments and financing, a process to add new jurisdictions, rights and obligations, and

terminations. Washoe County is the program's fiscal manager, and provides project
leadership and administrative support. The Agreement created an Oversight Committee

consisting of the Reno City Manager, the Sparks City Manager, the County Manager, and

the District Health Officer.

A Scope of Work was developed with Accelq Inc. to outline responsibilities of the

vendor and each of the four jurisdictions. The Scope of Work also establishes work
plans, documentation requirements, staff assignments, and other compone,nts critical to
project completion. Project staffs from all four jurisdictions are responsible to perform

the majority of the work and tasks to actually create the new program with Accela
providing "best practice templates," program training, and subject matter expertise.

The Oversight Committee is briefed quarterly on the project timelines and status by the
project staff. The Committee has met on Septernber 2,2014; December 2,2014; March
3,2015; Jtxre 2,2015; Septonber 1,2015; December 1,2015; January 21,2016 (special

meeting to discuss the proposed change order for Accela); March 1,2016; and, June 7,

2016. During these meetings, the Committee has provided direction and guidance to staff
on a variety of project issues, to include validation of the project's vision, direction on

how customers will pay for permits through the online application ("shopping cart"
concept), approval of the customer page for the on-line application, review of the change

order approved by the Board on March 8,2016, and continued review of the project's

implementation time lines in the context of go-live critical events. The Committee has

charged project staff to ensure that the platform's o'go-live" date of August 22, 2016
balances elements critical for functionality with any other components which can be

included after the system is operational.

Rucroxar, Trcmror,ocY FEE

The primary goal of the proposed regional technology fee is to recover each jurisdiction's

capital outlay costs for the platform over a five-year fee collection period. The capital

outlay costs include one-time project implernentation costs and a 5.5o/o project
contingency component. The secondary goal of the proposed regional technology fee is

to recover the required annual subscription costs. The subscription costs commenced on

the date the contract was signed with Accela (June 17, 2014). The third goal of the
proposed regional technology fee is to provide funds for future technology needs

associated with the platform (e.g., future upgrades and technology improvernents).

The five-year overall cost recovery period reflects a time frame used to calculate a

reasonable fee schedule (i.e., recover the capital outlay costs spread over five years). The

actual time frame to recover the capital outlay costs will depend upon the annual revenue

raised by the regional technology fee. Project staff anticipates that the City of Reno may



Washoe County Commission Meeting of June 21,2016
Adoption, BIS, Regional License/?ermit Platform

Page 4 of8

recover its capital outlay costs sooner than the five-year time frame. Conversely, Washoe
County may recover its capital outlay costs, and associated annual subscription fees, in
six years and four months. Project staff recommends that Washoe County (and each
participating jurisdiction) periodically evaluate the regional technology fee, extending the
fee's period as required or reducing the fee as needed once capital outlay costs are
recovered. Staff further recommends a reduced regional technology fee in the future be
retained to meet goals two and three (recover annual subscription costs and provide
future technology needs funds).

The Interlocal Cooperative Agreement includes a provision related to the regional
technology fee (e'ntities refer to the City of Reno, the City of Sparks, the Washoe County
Health District, and Washoe County):

Section 12.2 A "regional technology fee" may be imposed by the initial ENTITIES upon
their customers utilizing the PLATFORM for a minimum of one year,
commencing upon go live of the PLATFORM. The "regional technology
fee" shall be consistent among the ENTITIES and shall include the
following: business permits - 4%; annual business license - $4; quarterly
business license - $2.

Legal staff from all four jurisdictions agrees that the proposed regional technology fee
qualifies as a fee which can be imposed under the provisions of NRS 354.790 (yellow
highlight text added for ernphasis):

NRS 354.790 Additional fee for providing service to customer in expeditious
or convenient manner.

1. Except as otherwise provided by specific statute, a local government may
charge, in addition to the fee otherwise imposed for a service provided by the
local government, a reasonable fee for providing the service in an expedited
manner or in a manner that is expeditious or convenient to the customer.

2. T-}.te fee authorized pursuant to subsection I must not exceed 5 percent of
the fee otherwise imposed.

3. As used in this section,oolocal government" has the meaning ascribed to it
in NRS 354.474.

The fee(s) "otherwise imposed for a service by the local government" (i.e., Washoe
County) are the permit or license fees currently in place as approved by the Board either
by ordinance or resolution. The proposed regional technology fee for Washoe County
would be in addition to those fees and is broken down as follows:

1. For all business licenses at time of license application and for each license
renewal:
a. $2.75 for annual licenses; and,
b. $2 for quarterly licenses (collected each calendar quarter).

2. 4o/o of the total permit cost for all other permits, to include permit renewal.
a. Includes building, engineering, planning, and utility permits.
b. Certain agency fees will not be totaled as part of the total permit cost.
c. Minimum regional technology fee is $1, and the fee will be rounded to the

nearest dollar.
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During the writing of this staffreport, staffdiscovered that the $4 regional technology fee
as outlined in the Interlocal Cooperative Agreement adopted by the Board in June of
2014 for annual business licenses exceeds the 5% fee cap imposed by NRS 354.79A for
three of the County's existing business license fee categories:

o The current annual business license fee for the first year of operation (includes the
lice,nse application fee) is $75. 5% of $75 is $3.75, and a $4 regional technology
fee exceeds the 5% State Law cap for this fee.

o The current annual business license renewal fee for a business with reported
annual gross receipts between S25,001 and $50,000 is $65. 5% of $65 is $3.25,
and a $4 regional technology fee exceeds the 5% State Law cap for this fee.

o The current annual business lice'nse renewal fee for a business with reported
annual gross receipts of less than $25,000 is $55. 5% of $55 is $2.75, and a $4
regional technology fee exceeds the 5% State Law cap for this fee.

State Law does not allow the County, nor any other jurisdiction, to exceed frte 5o/o cap for
any fee imposed pursuant to NRS 354.790. Consequently, the regional technology fee

for at least these three annual business license fees must be reduced. Staff recommends

reducing the regional technology fee for annual business license fees from $4 to $2.75.

This reduced regional technology fee will meet the 5o/o cap imposed by State Law. Also,
staffrecommends this flat fee for all annual business license fees to maintain the intent of
the lnterlocal Cooperative Agreement to provide a flat regional technology fee for all
business license transactions.

Staff checked all other business license fees to ensure that the State mandated 5o/o cap

was not exceeded.
o A11 other annual business license fees are more than $75. The next annual

business license renewal fee category is $115. 5%o of $115 is $5.75. The
proposed regional technology fee of $2.75 for annual business licenses is less than

this amount.
o The smallest business lice,nse fee category for a quarterly license is $50 for a

package beer liquor license. 5% of $50 is $2.50. The proposed regional
technology fee of $2 for quarterly business licenses is less than this amount.

o All other permits will be charged a 4oh regSonal technology fee. This amount is
less than the 5o/o cap.

Of significant concern is the effect of this change on the recommendations and

conclusions involved in this staff report. It is of particular importance that this
discrepancy---betwee,n the fee amount chargeable under NRS 354.790's 5%o cap and the

originally contemplated $4 across-the-board fee---has resulted in a downward adjustment
of the fee planned to be imposed. For this reason, it is staffs opinion that the changes

being made to the fee level do not result in a different conclusion being reached in
connection with the analyses in this report that were done in regard to the original $4 fee.

In other words, it is still staffs position, as set forth more fully below in the

recommendation and possible motion sections of this report, that the proposed fee still
neither imposes a direct and significant economic burden on a business, nor directly
restricts the formation, operation or expansion of a business. ln fact, if anything, this
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reduction lessens whatevsr impacts this fee may otherwise have had on businesses in the
community.

Specific types of licenses and permits, and fees associated with those permits, will be
either exempted or not included in the permit total cost when calculating the regional
technology fee. The Washoe County Community Services Department (CSD) will
determine the exernpted licenses/permits and exempted permit fees (currently, only CSD
licenses and permits are included in the platform at goJive). Some examples include:

o Gaming lice'nse fees, as these fees are established and controlled through NRS.
o Electric energy service license fees and telecommunication services license fees

as these fees are authorized and established within NRS.
o Permit fees collected on behalf of a non-participating government agency. For

example, fees collected on building permits for the Regional Transportation
Commission or for the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency will be subtracted from
the permit total prior to applying the regional technology fee calculation.

Based on input from trade associations and businesses (the customers of the regional
license and permit platform), staffrecommends that the proposed regional technology fee
take effect when the platform oogoes live" for use by citizens on August 22,2076. The
trade associaticins were very specific in requesting that the fee be charged when citizens
have the ability to apply for licenses and permits on-line (a capability currently lacking
with the County's current license and permit program).

NRS 237.080 requires that before the Board adopts any rule, that the Board "make a
concsrted" effort to determine whether the proposed rule will impose a direct and
significant economic burden upon a business or directly restrict the formation, operation
or expansion of a business. The proposed regional technology fee qualifies as a rule
under NRS 237.060 as the fee will be "paid in whole or in substantial part by businesses".
NRS 237.080 requires the County to noti$ fade associations or owners and officers of
businesses about the proposed rule and that they may submit data or arguments about
whether the proposed rule will impose a direct and significant economic burden upon a
business or directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a business.

Given the regional nature of the license and permit program, staffs from the City of Reno,
the City of Sparks, the Washoe County Health District, and Washoe County collaborated
to meet the requironents of NRS 237.080. Project staff prepared a legal ad (see
Attachment A) and a notice (see Attachment B) for two public workshops held on June
30,2015. Project staffmailed and e-mailed a total of 11,839 netices for the public
workshops on June 1,2015. Project staff also arranged for presentations on the proposed
regional technology fee before The Chamber (June 9,2015), the Association of General
Contractors (June 18,2015), and the Builders Association of Northern Nevada (June 23,
20ts).

After gathering comments from the hade association meetings, the two public
workshops, and from letters and e-mails in response to the notices, project staffprepared
the Business Impact Statement (BIS) required by NRS 237.080(4). The BIS is included
as Attachment C to this staffreport.
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Adoption of the BIS was initially scheduled to be heard by the Board in Septembo of
2015. That date was delayed until January of 2016, and then delayed agatrLuntil June 21,

2016 to bring the time frame for adoption of the regional technology fee closer to the
project's go-live date of August 22,2016. NRS 237.080 and related sections contain no
time requirements between the time frame that comments are solicited and received on a
BIS, and subsequent action to approve the BIS and/or adopt a fee. Less than a year has

passed since the solicitation and receipt of comments for this BIS, so it reasonable to
presume that an additional new solicitation/comment period would not provide any more

information that has already been received. The trade associations originally notified in
early June of 2015 were sent a letter by postal mail on May 16, 2016 and again on June

13,2016 notiffing them of the June 21, 2016 Board hearing to approve this BIS.

The BIS contains all of the information required by NRS 237.090, to include the

information sheet provided at the meetings and workshops, and posted on-line. The BIS
also includes a synopsis of comments received at the trade associations and the public

workshops, and the letter mailed to the trade associations in May of 2016 concerning this
meeting to review and adopt the BIS. Staff concludes that the proposed regional

technology fee will not impose a significant economic burden on a business; and, will not
restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a business (see section H in the BIS).

The City of Reno approved the regional technology fee as part of its FY 2015-2016

budget. Therefore, in accordance with State Law, the City does not need to adopt the

BIS. The District Board of Health adopted the BIS on October 22, 2015 and

subsequently adopted the regional technology fee on November 19,2015.

The Sparks City Council will take action on the BIS and the regional technology fee in
2016. Attachment D is the latest information staff has on the different jurisdictional

approaches to collecting the proposed regional technology fee.

FISCAL IMPACT

As noted earlier in the staff report, the proposed regional technology fee is calculated to

recover the capital outlay implementation costs for the regional license and permit
platform. The proposed fee will also recover the required annual subscription costs paid

to Accela, Inc. for the platform. The total capital outlay implernentation costs for the
platform was $1,385,479. Washoe County's share of those costs is $614,1871. Washoe

County's annual subscription fee cost is $71,412 (through at least the third year of the

subscription). Section F of the attached BIS provides capital outlay costs and annual

subscription fees for the other three jurisdictions.

Washoe County's costs for annual subscription fees for the first five years of the
project/platform (time frame used to calculate the proposed fee) total $357,060. The total
capital outlay costs and five years of subscription fees for Washoe County is 5971,247 .

I Washoe County assumed the capital outlay implementation costs for itself and for the Washoe County
Health District. Those separate costs were $338,724 for Washoe County and$275A63 for the Heath
District. The Health District will be responsible to pay its share of the annual subscription costs.
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Washoe County is expected to raise $153,805 annually from the proposed regional
technology fee. This projected revenue is based on permits and licenses issued in
calendar year 2014. The actual revenue raised may be more or less depending on the
number and dollar amount of permit fees and licenses subject to the regional technology
fee.

All revenue raised from the proposed regional technology fee will be deposited in
regional permits system fund accounts dedicated solely to recovering the County's capital
outlay costs and annual subscription fees for the regional license and permit platform.
The GL Code (revenue account) for the regional permits syston is 460723. Cost centers
vary between collecting departmenVdivision, and include C230010 and C230060 through
C230130. The County can anticipate recovering the costs and fees with the projected
annual revenue in six years and four months.

The revenue anticipated for each of the other three jurisdictions is shown in Section E of
the attached BIS. It should be noted, however, that the City of Sparks may collect less
revenue glven its approach to the regional technology fee as shown in Attachment D.

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that the Board adopt the Business Impact Statement for the Regional
License and Permit Platform with a finding that the proposed Regional Technology Fee
does not impose a direct and significant economic burden on a business; nor does the
proposed fee directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a business. It is
further recolnmended that the Board set the public hearing for possible adoption of the
proposed Regional Technology Fee for June 28, 2016.

POSSIBLE MOTION

Should the Board agree with staffs recornmendation, a possible motion would be:

o'Move to adopt the Business Impact Statement for the Regional License and Permit
Platform with a finding that the proposed Regional Technology Fee does not impose a
direct and significant economic burden on a business; nor does the proposed fee directly
restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a business. Further move to set the
public hearing for possible adoption of the proposed Regional Technology Fee for June
28,2016."

Attachment: A. Legal Ad published for Public Workshops
B. Comment Request and Public Workshop Notice
C. Regional License/Permit Platform Business Impact Staternent
D. Jurisdictional approaches to collecting the proposed regional

technology fee



Attachment A

Legal Ad
Publish 2 times
June 17 and 19, 2015
1 Proof

City of Reno, City of Sparks, Washoe County
and the Washoe County Health District

NOTICE OF INTENT TO IMPOSE A NEW FEE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC WORKSHOPS
and

Request for data or arguments concerning
a proposed regionaltechnology fee

ln compliance with NRS 237.080, local governments are to not'rfy trade associations or
owners and officers of businesses that are likely to be affected by the adoption of a
proposed new fee for a license or permit. Trade associations or owners and officers of
businesses may submit data or arguments to the local government's governing body, or
its designee, if adoption of the proposed new fee will either: (a) impose a direct and
significant economic burden upon a business, or (b) directly restrict the formation,
operation or expansion of a business.

The City of Reno, the City of Sparks, Washoe County, and the Washoe County Health
District (the Regional Partners) are proposing a new regionaltechnology fee to help
recover capital outlay implementation costs and annual subscription fees of a new
regional license and permit program. The proposed new fee will be $4 for annual
business licenses and $2 for quarterly business licenses at the time of license
application or each license renewal, and 4o/o of the total permit cost for all other permits,
to include permit renewals.

The Regional Partners will host two public workshops to discuss the potential impacts of
the proposed regional technology fee on a business. The public is invited to attend
these workshops to ask questions, and to provide comments, arguments or data on the
potential impacts of the proposed regional technology fee. The workshops will be held:

Date: June 30,2105 (fuesday)
Time of workshops: Noon until 1:00 p.m., and 5:30 p.m. until6:30 p.m.
Location: Mt. Rose Conference Room, Washoe County Administrative

Complex, Building A, Second Floor (west end), 1001 East Ninth
Street, Reno

Any data or arguments must be received no later than fifteen working days after the date
of first publication of this notice or by Tuesday, June 30, 20f 5 and directed to Bob
Webb, Planning Manager, at(775) 328-6133 (fax) or
businesslicense@washoecounty. us.

lf you have any questions or desire to view a document outlining the potential impacts to
a business from the proposed new fee, you may visit www.washoecounty.us/techfee or
request a copy via email at businesslicense@washoecounty.us.
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Comment Request & Public Worl<shop
NOTICE ffi,:l-:;rfi'i,.d-ffi

WASHOE COUNTY
HEALTH DISTRICT

GREFNNGS BUSINESS OWNER, LICTTUST/PENUI CUSTOMER, OR TRADE ASSOCIATION MEMBER:

The Reno City Council, Sparks City Council, District Health Board, and Board of County Commissioners will consider a regional
technology fee to help recover the capital outlay costs of the new regional license and permit program. One major advantage
of the new program is the ability to provide on-line license and permit services for our customers for the first time. The
proposed regional technology fee will be 54 for annual business licenses, 52 for quarterly business licenses, and 4% of the total
permit cost for all cther permits (air quality, building, engineering, environmental health, planning and utility).
fu a business owner, license/permit customer, and/or trade association member, the proposed regional technology fee may
affect your business or business operations. You are encouraged to provide any comments, arguments or data on whether the
proposed regional technology fee will impose a direct and significant economic burden upon a business or directly restrict the
formation, operation, or expansion of a business.

For more information on the proposed regional technology fee, please visit unrrtn.washoecounty.us/techfee.
The Regional Partners will host two public workhops to discuss the potential impacts of the proposed regionaltechnology fee
on a business' You are invited to attend these workhops to ask questions, and to provide comments, arguments or data on
the potential impacts of the proposed regionaltechnology fee.

Date: June 30, 2015 (Tuesday) Time of workhops: Noon until 1:00 p.m., and 5:30 p.m. until 6:30 p.m.
Location: Mt. Rose Conference Room, Washoe County Administrative Complex, Building A, Second Floor (west end), 100L

East Ninth Street, Reno

Written comments, arguments or data must be submitted no later than June 3O 2015, to:
Postal mail: Washoe County Department of Community Services, Planning & Development Division, Attn: Business License,

P.O. Box 11130, Reno, NV 89520-0027

E-mail: Businesslicense@washoecounty.us Fax: {775132g-6133

Comment Request & Public Workshop
NOTICE ffi r*Fatu*ffi WASHOE COUNTY

HEALTH DISTRICT

The Reno City Council, Sparks City Council, District Health Board, and Board of County Commissioners will consider a regional
technology fee to help recover the capital outlay costs of the new regional license and permit program. One major advantage
of the new program is the ability to provide on-line license and permit services for our customers for the first time. The
proposed regionaltechnology fee will be SA for annual business licenses, $2 for quarterly business licenses, and 4%of the total
permit cost for all other permits (air quality, building, engineering, environmental health, planning and utility).
fu a business owner, license/permit customer, and/or trade association member, the proposed regional technologyfee may
affect your business or business operations. You are encouraged to provide any comments, arguments or data on whether the
proposed regional technology fee will impose a direct and significant economic burden upon a business or directly restrict the
formation, operation, or expansion of a business.

For more information on the proposed regional technology fee, please visit unrw.washoecounty.us/techfee.
The Regional Partners will host two public workshops to discuss the potential impacts of the proposed regional technology fee
on a business. You are invited to attend these workhops to ask questions, and to provide comments, arguments or data on
the potential impacts of the proposed regional technology fee.

Date: June 30, 2015 (Tuesday) Time of workhops: Noon until L:00 p.m., and 5:30 p.m. until 6:30 p.m.
Location: Mt. Rose Conference Room, Washoe County Administrative Complex, Building A, Second Floor (west end), 1001

East Ninth Street, Reno

Written comments, arguments or data must be submitted no tater than June 30, 2015, to:
Postalmail: washoe county Department of community services, Planning & Development Division, Attn: Business License,

P.O. Box 11130, Reno, NV B9S2O-0027

E-mail: Businesslicense@washoecounty.us Fax: (775,) 32g-6L33
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Regionfrl Lieemsef
Fermit Platfarm

ffiffi
ll\-rLy )L WASHOE COUNTY

HEALTH DISTRICT

June 2016

Resional License/Penmit Platform
Business lmpaet Statement

Erurnooucnozu

The following Business lmpact Statement (BlS) was prepared pursuant to Nevada Revised

Statutes (NRS) section 237.080 to address the potential impact of a proposed regional

technologyfee. ThisproposedfeeclassifiesasaruleasdefinedinNRs23T.060and,therefore,
is subject to the provisions of NRS 237.O30 to 237.L50, inclusive.

The City of Reno, the City of Sparks, the Washoe County Health District, and Washoe County

partnered to purchase a regional license and perrnit platform known as the Accela Civic

Platform. These four Regional Partners will consider a regional technology fee to help recover

the capital outlay implementation costs and the annual subscription fees of ttre new regional

license and permit platform.

The City of Reno included the regional technology fee as part of their FY 2015-2016 budget
process and adoption of that budget. Pursuant to NRS 237.060(b), the annual budget process

and adoption does not qualify as a rule and, therefore, no Business lmpact Statement was

required by the City of Reno for the regional technology fee. Consequently, the City of Reno did

not notify any businesses or trade associations of the proposed regional technology fee. The

Reno City Council will review this Business lmpact Statement during an update on the status of
the regional license/permit platform to acquaint Council members with its content.

This Business lmpact Statement was prepared in pamnership with the City of Reno, the City of
Sparks, and the Washoe County Health District in August and September of 2AL5, and was

updated in iune of 20L6. The Business lmpact Statement was initially scheduled for review by

the Washoe County Board of Commissioners (Board) in October of 2Ot5 and again in January of
20!6, but was rescheduled to June 2t, 20LG in order for the Board to consider adopting a

regional technology fee at a date closer to the planned implementation date for the regional

license and permit program of August 22,20t6.

The Washoe County District Boand of Health adopted this Business lmpact Statement on

October 22, 2Ot5 and subsequently adopted the regional technology fee on November L9,

20L5.

Reg io nal Lice nse / P ermit Platfo rm
Business Impact Statement

page L

June 2016
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A. The following constitutes o description of the manner in which comment wos solicited

from affected businesses, o summory of their response, ond on explonotion of the
monner in which other interested persons moy obtain a copy of the summary ftist all
trode associotions or owners ond officers of businesses likely to be affected by the
proposed rule that have been consulted).

Current business licensees from the City of Sparks and Washoe County, and the various
trade associations listed below, were notified by U.S. postal mail of the proposed
regional technology fee on June L, 20t5. Current permit holders from the Washoe
County Health District must possess a valid jurisdictional business license, so those
permit holders were included in the mailing to business licensees. The City of Sparks
mailed L,875 notices and e-mailed 4,232 notices, and Washoe County mailed 5,732
notices. Together, the two jurisdictions notified LL,839 businesses and trade
associations of the proposed regional technology fee.

Trade associations mailed a notice:
r American Business Women's Association
o Builders Association of Northern Nevada (ogency meeting held)
o Economic Development Authority of Western Nevada
o lncline Village General lmprovement District
o National Federation of lndependent Business
o Nevada Business Connections
o Nevada Chapter AGC (agency meeting held)
o Nevada Microenterprise lnitiative
o Nevada Motor Transport Association
o Nevada Small Business Development Center
o Nevada Taxpayers Association
o North Lake Tahoe Chamber of Commerce
o Northern Nevada NAIOP
o NPM & CSA

o Reno-sparks chamber of commerce, The chamber (ogency meeting held)
o Retail Association of Nevada

The post card notice mailed on June L, 2OL5 included a web site link to a Potential
lmpoct to o Business (see Attachment A) for the regional technology fee, and included
contact information for each Regional Partner for questions and comments. The notice
requested that written comments, arguments or data on the proposed regional
technology fee be submitted no later than June 30, 20L5. The notice also advertised
two public workshops, held on June 30,2OL5 at noon and again at 5:30 p.m. The public
workshops were also advertised in the Reno Gazette-Journolas a legal advertisement on
June L7 and 19, 2075. The public workshops were hosted by the regional technology
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fee working group for the public to discuss the potential impacts of the proposed

regional technology fee on a business. Attendees were encouraged to ask questions,

and were solicited to submit comments, arguments or data on any potential impacts.

Comments received during meetings with certain agencies (marked on the list above as

ogency meeting held) and during the pubiic workshops are included as Attachment B. ln
response to the notice, the regional technology fee working group received three letters

and 15 e-mails from citizens. Of those responses, one letter addressed consolidation (a

topic not a part of the proposed regional technology fee) and four e-mails asked

clarifying questions or addressed topics such as filing complaints and royalty fees (both

topics not part of the proposed regional technology fee). The remaining two letters and

1L e-mails were opposed to any fee increases. This response. rate for responses

pertinent to the proposed regional technology fee. equates to .00109 of the 11,839

notices provided. All letters and e-mails are available upon request for review. Contact

information for each Regional Partner is included at the end of this Business lmpact

Statement.

Comments, responses, arguments and data received during the comment period and

during the two public workshops in 2015 were incorporated into this Business lmpact

Statement (BlS). Consideration of this BIS and possible action to adopt the regional

technology fee by the Board was postponed from September 20L5, to January 20L6,

and again to June 201,6. NRS 237.080 and related sections contain no time
requirements between the time frame that comments are solicited and received on a
Bl5, and subsequent action to approve the BIS and/or adopt a fee. Less than a year has

passed since the solicitation and receipt of comments for this BlS, so it reasonable to
presume that an additional new solicitation/comment period would not provide any

more information that has already been received. The trade associations listed on the
previous page were notified by postal mail on May L3, 2016 and on June !3,2016 of the

June 2L,2016 Board hearing to approve this BIS (see Attachment C).

lnterested persons may obtain a copy of this BIS at the following location:

Washoe County
Administrative Complex, Building A,

CSD lnformation Desk (Second floor)
1001 East Ninth Street, Reno

A copy of this BIS is also posted on-line at www.washoecounty.us/techfee
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B. The following constitutes o description of the estimated economic effect of the proposed
rule on the businesses which the rule is to regulote, including, without limitotion, both
adverse and beneficial effects, ond both direct and indirect effects.

Specific to Washoe County, the proposed regional technology fee is SZ.zS for an annual
business license (to include renewals), 52 per quarter for a quarterly license (to include
renewals), and 4% of the total permit cost for all other permits (to include permit
renewal). Permits include building, engineering, planning, and utility permits. Certain
agency fees will not be totaled as part of the total permit cost.

Gaming, electric energy service, and telecommunication service business licenses will be
exempted from the regional technology fee. Washoe County agencies will be required
to maintain a list of licenses and permits, to include any fees associated with a license or
permit, which will be exempt from the regionaltechnology fee.

The proposed regional technology fee will commence once the new regional license and
permit platform is available for the public to use (i.e., the platform's "go live" date) on
August 22,20L6.

Adverse effects: Business owners and permit customers will pay the regional
technology fee in addition to the current or future license or permit
fee. The fee will be 52.75 annually for annual business license
customers and $8 annually for quarterly license customers. permit
customers will pay 4% of the total permit cost for an initial permit
and for renewals, if appropriate. The minimum regional technology
fee for a permit will be 51 and the fee will be rounded to the
nearest dollar. The regionaltechnology fee is non-refundable in the
event that a license or permit, or portion thereof, is refunded,
cancelled, or voided.

Beneficial effects: For the first time, the Regional Partner's customers will benefit
from on-line license and permit services with the new Accela Civic
Platform. The new platform will provide on-line citizen access for
applying for a license or permit; tracking the status of a license or
permit application; paying for a license or permit; and, renewing
licenses or permits.

The new license and permit platform replaces several outdated
platforms for all four Regional Partners with one single regional
platform. The new platform includes a robust and improved permit
and license software application, regional data sharing, and
customer focused applications. Customers will still be able to apply
in person for a license or permit at a City, District or County office.
The new regional license and permit platform will enable all
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Regional Partners to share common customer information to
facilitate the processing of a license or permit application, and to
minimize repetitive entering of the same information by our

customers.

Direct effects Any new or renewed business license or permit will be required to
pay the regional technology fee. Revenue realized from the

regional technology fee will allow funds expended by each of the

Regional Partners for the platform's capital outlay implementation

costs to be applied to other identified jurisdictional requirements.

lndirect effects There are no indirect effects from the proposed regionaltechnology

fee.

C. The following constitutes a description of the methods thot the City of Reno, the City of
Sporks, the Washoe County Health District ond Wsshoe County considered to reduce the

impact of the proposed rule on businesses ond q statement regarding whether any of
these methods were used (lnclude whether the following wos considered: simplifying

the proposed rule; estoblishing different stondards of complionce for o business; and, if
applicoble, modifying o fee or fine set forth in the rule so that a business could pay o

lower fee or fine).

The regional technology fee is calculated to recover the capital outlay implementation

costs over a five year period, future technology needs, and the annual subscription fees

of the new regional license and permit platform. The fee calculations were based on the

number of issued and renewed business licenses, and the revenue from all other
permits, based on a seven year average. The Regional Partners settled upon flat fees for
business license to reflect that the business processes for any license transaction in the

new regional license and permits platform will be roughly the same regardless of the

type of license. However, the business processes for all other permits varies widely and

involves varying levels of participation in the review of permits by one or more agencies.

These permits also potentially involve field inspections by agency staff, corrections of

submitted permits by an applicant, and resubmittals of those permits for further review.

Therefore, the Regional Partners settled upon a percentage fee for all other permits,

reflecting that more complex and time intensive permits require more business

processes in the platform.

The Regional Partners'have agreed in concept to consider collecting the regional

technology fee for at least one year, though one or more of the Partners could collect

the fee for a longer time frame up to the full five years. One or more of the Partners

could also elect to not collect the regional technology fee for some or all of its licenses

and permits. Revenue collected from the regional technology fee will be set aside to
recover the capital outlay implementation costs and the annual subscription fees for the

first five years for each Regional Partner. lt is possible that a Regional Partner may
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recover its capital outlay implementation costs prior to the end of the five year period.
One or more of the Regional Partners may decide at a future date to reduce or remove
the regionaltechnology fee once its capital outlay implementation costs are recovered.

Additionally, one or more of the Regional Partners may decide to continue to collect a
regional technology fee, potentially at a reduced rate, after the capital outlay
implementation costs are recovered to help offset on-going annual subscription fees
and future technology costs associated with the platform. Each Regional Partner is

responsible for a pro-rated share of the annual subscription fees paid to the platform's
vendor to maintain the platform's database in "the cloud". Future technology costs
would provide funds for upgrades and technology improvements associated with the
platform.

D. The City of Reno, the City of Sparks, the Washoe County Health District ond Woshoe
County estimates thot the onnual cost for enforcement of the proposed rule is:

There is no cost for enforcement of the regional technology fee by the City of Reno, the
City of Sparks, the Washoe County Health District or Washoe County. The regional
technology fee will be added as appropriate to the license or permit cost, and will be
paid by the customer prior to issuance of the license or permit. Failure to pay all or part
of the license or permit fee, to include the regional technology fee, will cause the
Regional Partner to not issue or renew the license or permit.

E. The proposed rule provides for a new fee, ond the totsl annuol omount of revenue the
City of Reno, the City of Sporks, the Washoe County Health District and Woshoe County
each expect to collect from the new fee is os follows:

The total estimated annual amount of revenue from the proposed regional technology
fee is as follows for each of the four Regional partners:

t. City of Reno: S EgS,Zqg
2. City of Sparks: S LL9,47S
3. Washoe County Health District: 5 76,952
4. Washoe County: S L53,805

F. The money generoted by the new fee will be used by the City of Reno, the City of Sparks,
the Woshoe County Heolth District snd Washoe County to:

The money generated from the regional technology fee will recover capital outlay
implementation costs of the new regional license and permit platform and offset on-
going annual subscription fees associated with the platform. The on-going annual
subscription fees are paid to the platform's vendor to maintain the platform's database
in 'the cloud".
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Regiona! Fantner CapitalOutlay
eosts

Annual
Subscription Fees

Total First

Yearrs Cost

City of Reno S gsg,zgo s Lt5,44t $ 475,22L

City of Sparks 5 4Ll,sLz s 37,03L s 448,543

Washoe County Health District $ 275,463 $ 58,081 S 3g:,sq.4

Washoe County $tz8l2q $7L,qt2 S 4i.0,136

The total first year's costs for the new regional license and permit platform is
5 L,667,444 (S L,385, 479 for capital outlay implementation costs and S 28L,965 for the

annual subscription fees). Each Regional Partner's share of the first year's cost is:

G. The proposed rule does not duplicote, nor is it more stringent, than federol, stote or local

standards reguloting the same octivity; therefore, no duplicotive or more stringent
provisions ore necessdry.

The proposed regional technology fee does not duplicate, nor is it more stringent, than

federal, state or local standards regulating the business licenses or permits issued by the

Regional Partners. NRS 354.790 enables any local government to charge a reasonable

fee for providing a government service in an expedited manner or in a manner that is

expeditious or convenient to the customer. This NRS enabled fee is in addition to any

other fee otherwise imposed by the local government for the service. The NRS enabled

fee must not exceed 5% of the fee imposed by the local government for the service.

The proposed regional technology fee conforms to the requirements of NRS 354.790,

and the regional technology fee will be in addition to fees imposed by the Regional

Partners for business licenses and permits.

H. The following constitutes an explonation of the reasons for the conclusions regording the

impact of the proposed rule on businesses:

One principal goal of the new Accela Civic Platform is to allow each Regional Partner's

customers to use the on-line functions of the platform to conduct business if the

customer desires. The potential savings to the customer in terms of time and resources

by conducting license and permit business on-line should help recoup the cost of the

regional technology fee to the customer. For those customers who prefer to conduct

their business in person at a Regional Partner's offices, the new license and permit

platform will enable sharing of the customer's information electronically with the other

Partners and with agencies reviewing the license or permit application. This electronic

capability provides a greatly enhanced service for the customer, resulting in efficiencies

and effectiveness not possible with the current "paper review" of license or permit

applications. The benefits of the enhanced services are immediately available to the

customer once the new regional license and permit platform "goes live", and the
regional technology fee provides a method for the customer to help defray the Regional

Partner's Capital outlay and annual subscription costs associated with the new license

and permit platform.
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After reviewing the comments, arguments and data provided by trade associations and
business owners, there is no significant economic burden imposed on a business by the
regional technology fee. Likewise, the regional technology fee will not restrict the
formation, operation or expansion of a business.

l. Contoct informotion for eoch of the Regiortal Portners

City of Reno Michael Chaump, Business Relations Manager
chaumpm@reno.gov
(77s) 334-20e0

Jessica Easler, Customer Service Manager
jeasler@cityofsp a rks. us
(77s) 3s3-ssss

Bob Sack, Environmental Health Division Director
bsack@washoecounty.us
(77s) 382-2644

Bob Webb, Planning Manager
bwebb @washoecou nty. us
(775) 328-3623

City of Sparks

Health District

Washoe County

CeRrrrcanoru

I certify that, to the best of my knowledge or belief, the information contained in this Business
lmpact Statement was prepared properly and is accurate.

(r_ /</_/r_
Washoe County Manager

END OF BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT

DateJ
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AttachmentA
Reg ional License/ Permit Platform BIS

May 2015

REGIONAL TECH NOLOGY FEE

Potentia! !rnpacts to a Business

GRernues Busrrusss OwNrn, Lrcrrusr/Prnrult CusroMER, oR TRADE AssocrATroN MsnngrR:

The City of Reno, the City of Sparks, the Washoe County Health District, and Washoe County

partnered to purchase a regional license and permit platform known as the Accela Civic

Platform. The platform replaces several outdated license/permit platforms in the four
jurisdictions with one single regiol.al platform. The new Accela Civic Platform includes a robust

and improved permit and llcense software application, regional data sharing, and customer

focr,lsed applications. The regional license and permit platform will provide on-line citizen

access for:
c Applying for a license or permit;
o Tracking the status of a license or permit application;
o Faying for a license or permit; and,

o Renewing licenses or permits.

Customers will still be able to apply in person for a license or permit at a City, District or County

office. The new regional license and permit platform will enable all four Regional Partners to
share common customer information to facilitate the processing of a license or permit

application, and to minimize repetitive entering of the same information by our customers.

The Reno City Council, Sparks City Council, District Board of Health, and Board of County

Commissioners may consider a regional technology fee to help recover the capital outlay costs

of the new Accela Civic Platform. One or more of the elected bodies may also consider using

the regional technology fee to offset on-going technology costs associated with the platform.

This document explains the potential impacts of any regional technology fee to businesses in

our region.

ln accordance with State Law, the Regional Partners must notify business owners,

license/permit customers, and/or trade association members likely to be affected by the

adoption of the proposed regional technology fee. You are encouraged to provide any

comments, arguments or data to the Regional Partners if you believe the adoption of the

proposed regional technology fee will:
t. lmpose a direct and significant economic burden upon a business; or,

2. Directly restrict the formation, operation, or expansion of a business.

Any comments, arguments or data should focus on the potential irnpacts of the proposed

regional technology fee on a business. This information will be included within the business

impact statement to be considered by the elected officials prior to any action to approve a

regional tech nology fee.
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Written cornments, arguments or data must be submitted no later than June 30, 2015, to:

Postal mail:
Washoe County Department of Community Services

Planning & Development Division
Attn: Business License

P.O. Box 11130
Reno, Nevada 89520-0027

e-mail: BusinessLicense@washoecounty.us

Physical address: Washoe County Administrative Complex, Building A Second floor
(west end), L001 East Ninth Street, Reno

Fax: (775) 328-6133

The Regional Partners will host two public workshops to discuss the potential impacts of the
proposed regional technology fee on a business. You are invited to attend these workshops to
ask questions of staff, and/or to provide your comments, arguments or data on the potential
impacts of the proposed regionaltechnology fee on a business.

Location of public workshops:

PRoposeo Rre roruru TscHNor.oGY FEE

Any technology fees considered by the Regional Partners would be based on three types of fee
structures:

t. For all business licenses at time of license application and for each license renewal:
a. S 4 for annual licenses; and,
b. S Z for quarterly licenses (collected each calendar quarter).

2. 4o/o of the total permit cost for all other permits, to include permit renewal.
a. lncludes air quality, building, engineering, environmental health, planning, and

utility permits.
b. Certain agency fees will not be totaled as part of the total permit cost.
c. Minimum regional technology fee is $ 1, and the fee will be rounded to the nearest

dollar.

Date of public workshops:

Tirne of public workshops:

June 30, 20L5

Noon until 1:00 p.m.

5:30 p.m. until 6:30 p.m.

Mt Rose Conference Room

Washoe County Administrative Complex
Building A Second floor (west end)
1001 East Ninth Street, Reno
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3. No fee for exempted licenses or permits. Exempted licenses or permits include:

a. New (first year of operation) business licenses (City of Reno only).

b. Changes to existing business licenses (City of Reno only).
c. Gaming licenses.

d. Electric energy service and telecommunication service licenses.

e. FederalTitle V/PSD permits (Washoe County Air Quality Managernent).

The proposed regional technology fee would commence once the new regional license and

permit platform is available for the public to use (i.e., the platform's "go live" date). lt is

anticipated that the "go live" date will occur between December 20L5 and February 2016.

The regional technology fee is non-refundable in the event that a license or perrnit, or portion

thereof, is refunded, cancelled, or voided.

The regional technology fee is calculated to recover the capital outlay implementation costs,

future technology needs, and the annual subscription fees of the new regional license and

permit platform over a five year period. The fee calculations were based on the number of
issued and renewed business licenses, and the revenue frorn all other permits based on a seven

year average. The Regional Partners (City of Reno, City of Sparks, Washoe County Health

District, and Washoe County) have agreed, in concept, to consider collecting the regional

technology fee for at least one year, though one or more of the Partners could collect the fee

for the full five years. Revenue collected from the regional technology fee will not exceed the

total capital outlay costs and the annual subscription fees for the first five years for each

Regional Partner. lt is possible that a Regional Partner may recover its capital outlay costs prior

to the end of the five year period.

Additionally, one or more of the Regional Partners may decide to continue to collect a regional

technology fee, potentially at a reduced rate, after the capital outlay costs and the annual

subscription fees for the first five years are recovered to help offset on-going technology costs

associated with the platform. These on-going technology costs include the annual subscription

fees to the platform's vendor to maintain the platform's database in "the cloud", and funds to
provide for future upgrades and technology improvements associated with the platform.

The total first year's costs for the new regional license and permit platform is 5 L,667,444 15

!,385,479 for capital outlay costs and S 28L,965 for the annual subscription fees). lt is

important to note that each Regional Partner will incur the subscription fees on an annual basis.

Each Regional Partner's share of the first year's cost is:
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Regional Partner CapitalOutlay
Costs

Annual
Sr.rbscription Fees

Total First
Year/s Cost

City of Reno S asg,zgo $ tts,qqt 5 qls,2zt

City of Sparks $ qtL,stz 5 gz,ogt s 448,543

Washoe County Health District s 275,463 $ sg,ogL s 333,544

Washoe County 5 338Jzq S7\qtz S +to,t3o

AttachmentA
Reg ional License/ Permit Platform BIS

The total estimated annual amount of revenue from the proposed regional technology fee is as

follows for each of the four Regional Partners:
. city of Reno: S 385,249
. city of Sparks: $ ttg,qls
o Health District: 576,952
o Washoe County: S 160,794

As indicated above, the costs and revenues will be monitored on a regular basis to determine
the term of collecting the regional technology fee.

This document is available through the Washoe County website at
www. wash o eco u nty. u s/techfe e.

Questions on the proposed regionaltechnology fee may be directed to:
City of Reno Michael Chaump, Business Relations Manager

chaumpm@reno.gov
(77s) 334-2OsO

City of Sparks Jessica Easler, Customer Service Manager
jeasle r@ cityofsparks. us

(77s) 3s3-ssss

Health District Bob Sack, Environmental Health Division Director
bsack@washoecou nty.us
(77s) 382-2644

Washoe County Bob Webb, Planning Manager
bwebb @washoecou nty. us

(77s1328-3623
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Synopsis of Connments fronr the
Proposed Regional Teehnology Fee

Agency Meetings and Furblie Workshops

THr CHerugrn; Juue 9, 2015

Representatives from the City of Reno, the City of Sparks, the Washoe County Health District,

and Washoe County met with the Chamber to discuss the proposed Regional Technology Fee

and to gather their member's feedback. There were approximately L0 Chamber members

present. Matters raised duringthe meeting included:
o The inequity between charging 4% for a high-cost permit and the 54 fee for a business

license. A member suggested that there should be a maximum amount of fee charged

for a permit.
o Questions about costs savings to the local jurisdictions with the new Regional

License/Permit Platform.

Txe AssoctanoN oF Grrurnru Corurnacrons; "lurue 18, 2015

Representatives from the City of Reno, the City of Sparks, the Washoe County Health District,

and Washoe County met with the AGC to discuss the proposed Regional Technology Fee and to
gather their member's feedback. 14 AGC members attended the meeting. The AGC provided

the attached letter after the meeting as comments on the proposed Regional Technology Fee.

Matters raised during the meeting included:
o Preference for flat fees for all permits (not the 4o/o fee).

o Concern about the enterprise funds providing revenue to offset capital outlay costs

which should be more properly collected from the general fund.
o Will the system provide e-mail notifications to permit applicants for any delays in

coordinated inspection dates/times?
o Are there contractual limits with Accela which cap any increases to subscription fees

after the 3'd or 5'h or subsequent years?

r The inequity between charging 4o/o for a high-cost permit and the 54 fee for a business

license. A suggestion that there should be a maximum amount of fee charged for a

permit.
o Will mobile/cell phone applications be available to use through the Accela platform?

o Discussion about some or all of the jurisdiction's setting aside the proposed 4o/o fee for

building permits and either not increasing current building permit fees or reducing

permit fees but retaining the 4% fee as a set aside (so the overall fee decreaseis 4%o

less).
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Tne BurpensAssocrATroN oF NoRTHEnT Nrveoa; Junr 23,2015

Representatives from the City of Reno, the City of Sparks, the Washoe County Health District,

and Washce County met with BANN to discuss the proposed Regional Technology Fee and to
gather their member's feedback. There was one BANN member present. Matters raised during
the meeting included:

o Acknowledged the on-line service is exactly what the building industry has been asking

for, but concern that builders would be paying for the bulk of the cost of the program

with the 4o/o added on top of existing building permit fees.
o Response: Explained the 4% was calculated based on permitting activities and

thecapital coststhatneedtoberecovered. Recognizingeachofthejurisdictions
enterprise fund balances may result in fee adjustments, Washoe County and

Sparks Building Officials identified the potential for the 4% to be taken from the
existing fees resulting in no additionalfee increase. BANN was supportive of the
proposal and supports the Accela project.

Pueuc Wonrsnor; .!unr 30, 2015 (Nooru ro tr e.u.)

Representatives from the City of Reno, the City of Sparks, the Washoe County Health District,
and Washoe County hosted a public workshop to discuss the proposed Regional Technology
Fee and to gather citizen feedback. 6 citizens attended this workshop. Matters raised during
the workshop included:

r Will licenses and permits still be issued from individualjurisdictions?
o Response: Yes, but you will be able to conduct business online for all three jurisdictions.

r Concerning licenses exempt from the proposed fee, will licenses for natural gas service be

exempt?
o Response: No. The proposed regional technology fee would be paid through business

license renewal process for these type of licenses.
o How will you make up the gap between the first year costs and the first year/s anticipated

revenue?
o Response: The proposed technology fee will remain in place until capital costs

recouped, at which time the fee will be re-evaluated. The capital costs were one-time
and paid in the first year, so subsequent year costs only include subscription costs.

o Can the proposed regional technology fee change per jurisdiction?
o Explained that any variation in the fee amount by jurisdiction will ultimately be decided

by each elected body.

Pusuc Wonrsuoe; JUNE 30, 2015 (5:30 p.M. ro 6:30 e.m.)

Representatives from the City of Reno, the City of Sparks, the Washoe County Health District,
and Washoe County hosted a public workshop to discuss the proposed Regional Technology
Fee and to gather citizen feedback. 7 citizens attended this workshop. Matters raised during
the workshop included:

o lf we had five 1O million dollar project permit fees, would it pay for the entire project?
o Response: The proposed technology fee is based on the actual cost of the permit, not

the valuation of the project. So, the answer is likely no.
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How do you know that subscription fees won't increase?

o Response: The subscription cost per seat remains the same for the first five years of our

contract. Then we will see a set percentage increase in cost per seat. Accela will

reevaiuate the number of seats after the first three years and the subscription costs will

be adjusted accordingly.

There is an initial fee for €V€t'!or1€, hour will the fDnd be segregated?

o Response: Each jurisdiction has set up dedicated accounts for the proposed regional

technology fee which are "fenced off' except to repay capital costs, subscription costs,

and technology needs associated with the Accela platform.

Are you going to customize the program to meet each jurisdictions needs?

o Response: Yes.

When all costs are paid for will, the proposed regional technology fee go away?

o Response: Maybe! Fees will be evaluated each year and may be used for future

technology needs to support the Accela regional platform if the elected officials concur

(at a potentially reduced fee rate).

a

a
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Agsoclated Generai Contactors

5400 MlllStreet
Post Office Box 7578
Reno, NV 89510
7e1775.329.6116
Far.775.329.6575
www.nevBdaagc.org

2r1.! cFFlcEF.S
Presidant
Justin lvory

FirttVlce Pr*ldent
Trish tsullsntini:Kuzanek

Second Wce President
LanG SBmenko

Treasufar
Jim Miller

:)rqEc'ifiB:
Chrls Bulke
Vickie Francovich
Bob Gardnsr
Shane Glann
Bob Fehling
Brien McKenzie
Tom Pallett
Nathan Roach
Eric Scolaf
Johnnie Stolz
Bill Winfisld

El(-oFFitlo
DITECTOP.'
Jim DodBon
Brian Hartman
Gordon Hinkel
Jan Leggett
Art SperbBr
Rich StolE
D6an Stone

liriT!OilA].
OiFECTORS
Piero Bullentini
Mike Cat€
Rod Coopar
Matt Frazer
Scott Hiatt
Deane Shaver
B. J Sullivan

riAT'riNAL ,lnlECTr-F
PAST PEEsIF€Ti1
Craig Holt

Tu:sCay, Jure 10, ?1.) I 5

rVasitoe County Departnrerit olCom'nunity Services

Pla,irting & Developrnent Dirision
Attn: Business License

P.O. Box I t130

Reno,].JV 89520-0027

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment on the proposed Regional Technology

Fee. Our rnenrbership appreciated ),our group having taken the time to provide the

presentation and answer questions. We were pleased to hear tliat a pottion of the fees could be

offset by a reduction in the cost of certain permits. We were aiso pleased to learn that the new

system is expected to result in a streamlined licensing and permitting process region lvide.

Please address the following concems as you further develop the new system and {ee

structure.

) The industry is coming out of one oi [he worit recesslons in recent memorl. The

economy is improving but the industry is still vulnerable. Additional fees can be very

challenging. We recommend that a corr-mittee of stalcholders be formed to monitor

the fees and serve in an advisory role sinrilar to the Building Enterprise Fund

Advisory Committees.
F Building permit fees for large projects cana significant costs and adding 4% to those

costs could be very challenging for a contractor. Our members perfonn multimillion
dollar projects. The building perrnit Ge for a $35 million project is approximately

$88.000. Adding 4% rvould increase that another $3,500. This is in addidon 1o the

various other fees, some of u.hich n ill also be subject to the 4%o increase, and should

be considered for exclusion. We recommenci that you consider establishing a cap of
$500 to the amount that may be increased on any project to cover rhe costs of the

new technology.

P The subscription agreement wi& Accella ivill be reevaluated in three years. \{ie

recommend locking in a rate to avoid any excessive increase after three years when

the region renewslextends its subseription.

F One of the benefits of the new service is that all data will be stored in tl.re cloud and

that the data could easily be transfen'ed to a nelv system in the future. The group

needs to ensure it retains or,vnershig ofthe data so that our investment is not lost if
there is a split between Accella and the parties involved. Alr agreement on migration

ofthe data in relation to coniract expiration would be prudenl
F The Business License Fee module shoulci be paid for from the General Fund. as

monies from business license fees are currently depcxited lnto the General Fund.

Once again we appreciate the oppornrni! to eofiment on the proposed fees. Please don't
hesitate to contacl me al you have an1.' questions.

Tl:ank you,

Brian Reeder

G overnment Affairs Coordinator
Nevada Chapter Associated General Contractors
(775)329-6116 Building a Better Nevada
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TfiTASHOH GOITB{TY Community Services Dept.
Planning & Development
P.O. Box 11130

Reno, Nlevada 89520-A027
Phone: 1775)328-3733
Fax: (775) 328-6133

ffiusfrffie$s Lneemse
[8'{TE{}Ft!'F'Y C&&,tMlUi{8eAT&0?,1 $ERVf,CE

Attachment C

Regi o nal License/Permit Plotform BIS

June L3, 2016

{amended notiltcdtionl

Subject: Regional Technology Fee for the Regional License and Pernnit Frogram

Dear Trade Association Member:

Washoe County has pantnered with the City of Reno, the City of Sparks and the Washoe County Health

District to purchase and irnplement a new regional license and permit platform. The platform's

scheduled go-live date is August 22, 20t6. The regional technology fee is designed to recover capital

outlay costs, annual subscniption costs, and future technology needs for the platform. One major

advantage of the new platform is the ability to provide on-line license and permit services for our

region's customers for the first time. The proposed neglonal technology fee will be # $Z"ZS for annual

business licenses, 52 per quarter for quarterly business llcenses, and 4% of the total permit cost for all

other permits (air quality, building, engineering, environmental health, planning and utility).

You were notified by postal mail on June 1, 2OL5 snd on Moy 76, 2076 concerning the regional

technology fee. The City of Reno included the regional technology fee as part of their FY 2015-2016

budget process and adoption of that budget. The Washoe County District Board of Health adopted the

regional technology fee on November \9,2AL5.

The Washoe eounty Eoard of ConnmEsslonens (&oand) wiil coarsfiden appr@va0 of the Business [mpaet

Statement assoc[ated wlth the negioma! teehnology fee at their .!ume ZL, 2@1,6 meeting. The Business

lmpact Statement may be viewed on-line at www.washoecounty.us/techfee. A copy is also available at

the CSD lnfonmation Desk, Second Floor, Building A, Washoe County Administrative Complex, 1001 East

Ninth Street, Reno.

The tsoard wi[! consider adoption of the regionafi techroology fee at thein "lune 28' }OLG a'meeting. You

are invited to attend one or both of the Board rneetings to provide your comments or suggestions for

the regional technology fee.

lf you have questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at (775) 328-3623 or by e-mail at

bwebb@washoecou nty. us.

&b CI@m"
Bob Webb
Flanning Manager

xc City of Reno, City of Sparks, Washoe County Health District

?



Attachment D

Regional License/
Permit Platforrn ffi.,.,-pf#ilrl. ffi WASHOE COUNTY

HEALTH DISTRICT
i,-

REGIONAL TE NOTOGV FEE

Jurisdictional approaches to
collecting the proposed fee

erwor Rrruo

Building: Charge the 4o/o regional technology fge for all non-exempted building permits. The
technology fee will be offset by an overall permits fees reduction of 4Yo.

Business License: Charge Sa on all annual license renewals and 52 on all quarterly license
renewals; except for gaming, utility and temporary license renewals.

Engineering: Charge the 4% regional technology fee on all engineering applications.

Planning: Charge the 4% regional technology fee on all planning applications.

Cm,r or Spanrs

Building: Request Council approval for the fee and set it at 0%.

Business License: Charge 54 on all annual license and 52 on quarterly license, except for
gaming license and utility agreements.

Engineering: Request Council approval for the fee and set it at 0%.

Planning: Request Council approval for the fee and set it at 0%.

hlralru DETRrcr, ENvtRoNMENlet Srnucrs

Charge the 4% regional technology fee for all permits.

I-IEALTH DrsrRtcr, Aln Qunr.lw

Charge the 4% regional technology fee for all permits except Federal PSD/Title V permits

Wasxor Courulr

Building: Charge the 4% regional technology fee, and may reduce the permit fee by an equal
amount.

Business License: Charge the Sq annual and 52 quarterly fees, except for gaming licenses and
for electric energy service and telecommunication service licenses

Engineering: Charge the 4% regional technology fee on all engineering applications.

Planning: charge the 4% regional technology fee on all planning applications.

Reg ion al Li cense/ P ermit Platform
Jurisdictional approach to fees
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