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TO:

FROM:

March 18,2016

Board of County Commissioners

Bob Webb, AICP, Planning Manager, Planning and Development,
Community Services Department, 328-3 623, bwebb@,washoecounty.us

THROUGH: William H. Whitney, Division Director, Planning and Development
Community Services Department, 328-3617, bwhitney@,washoecounty.us

SUBJECT: Possible action to approve, on the recommendation of the Chair, the
reappointment of James Barnes to the Washoe County Planning
Commission, to represent At-Large South of the Truckee River on the
Planning Commission for a term beginning on July 1, 2076, and ending on
June 30, 2020, or until such time as a successor is appointed.
(Commission Districts 1,2, md3.)

ST]MMARY
James Barnes' term on the Washoe County Planning Commission will expire on June 30,
2016. If reappointed, the term will begin on July l, 2016, and end on June 30, 2A20, or
until such time as a successor is appointed.

Washoe County Strategic Objective supported by this item: Stewardship of Ow
Community.

PREYIOUS ACTION
On May 15, 2012, the Board of County Commissioners (Board) reappointed James
Bames to a full term on the Washoe County Planning Commission. The term began on
July 1, 2012 ard will end on June 30,2016.

On February 28, 2012, the Board appointed James Bames to fill a partial term on the
Planning Commission, ending on June 30,2012.

BACKGROT]N[I)

Nevada State Law requires Washoe County to create a Planning Commission to adopt the
County's Master Plan and to provide other land use duties as established in County
codes. The Board established the Planning Commission to hear and decide on
applications for abandonments, certain special use permits, and tentative subdivisions;
and, to hear and make recommendations to the Board concerning amendments to the
County's Master Plan and the Development Code (Washoe County Code Chapter 110),
adopted Regulatory Zorung maps, and Development Agreements. Terms of appointment
are four years and the appointees must be residents of the unincorporated areaof Washoe
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County and registered voters at the time of their appointment and throughout their term of
office. The Board appoints seven members to the Planning Commission as follows:

o Five members representing each of the County Commission Districts;
o One at-large member from north of the Truckee River; and,
o One at-large member from south of the Truckee River.

Rule Number 13 of the Rules and Procedures for the Washoe County Board of
Commissioners allows appointed Planning Commission members to serve trvo fuil
consecutive terms. A full term is defined as 3/q or more of a member's term after
appointment to fill an unexpired term. Mr. Barnes did not serve % of a term with his first
appointnrent on February 28, 2012, and by Board rules he is eligible to serve a second
full term.

Based on direction previously provided by the Board, the Commissioner(s) whose
district(s) are represented by the Planning Commission vacancy, (Commission Districts
1,2 and 3 in this case) recommend the appointnent. IUr. Barnes' application is included
as Exhibit A to this staffreport.

WCC Section 110.912.05(cXl) requires that the Chairman of the Board appoint members
of the Planning Commission, subject to the approval of the Board.

FISCAL IMPACT
As authorizedby NRS 278.040(3) and Washoe County Code Section 110.912.05(e), the
Planning Commission members receive an $80 per meeting stipend. The Planning
Commission is required by Nevada Revised Statute to meet monthly, which equates to an
annual per member stipend of $960. Funds to compensatb all Planning Commission
members for scheduled meetings are included as part of the FY 2016-2017 budget
request of the Planning and Development Division, Community Services Department
(account 105400-71 01 I 0).

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the Board of County Commissioners approve, on the
recommendation of the Chair, the reappointment of James Barnes to the Washoe County
Planning Commission, to represent At-Large South of the Truckee River on the Planning
Commission for a term beginning on July 1,2016, and ending on June 30,2020, or until
such time as a successor is appointed.

MOTION
Should the Board agree with staffs recommendation, a possible motion would be:
'oMove to approve, on the recontmendation of the Chair, the reappointment of James
Barnes to the Washoe County Planning Commission, to represent At-Large South of the
Truckee River on the Planning Commission for a term beginning on July 1,2016, and
ending on June 30,2020, or until such time as a successor is appointed."

Exhibit A
cc:

Washoe County Community Service Application
James Barnes (e-mail)



ffi Washoe County Communlty Serylces Department Application

ls there a speclflc Board or C.ommklon vaency you are applylng for?
lf yes, which one?

Yes No

Plan Commission

Name: James l. Barnes

Volunteer... Make a*Difference in Washoe Gountyl
Please complete the fotlowing application to indicate your interest in a position on a
washoe courfi Boafl ar Gommission. your appttcation witt be kept on frle
You will need to rcapply afrerthat time if you stittwish to be cansidered for

Resldentlal Home Address

Address (tf dlfferent from residentlal home addressf

Occupation and Buslness Address

Reglstered Voter

for 12 months.
a position.

Please prlnt ortype, and complete the fomr endreln
Department Appltcafl on Page 2

Address: 12525 Cleanrater Drive

Citp Reno State Nevada 895r1
Assessor's Parcel Number tf known: 044-153{5

Home Phone : 77 *85L-1282 CellPhone:
77*8L5-1892

E-ma ll : 11b2424 @ sbcglobal.net

Address:

City: State zlp:

Job Title: Attorney

Business Name: James l. Barnes, Attomey at law
Address and/or P.o. 12525 Cleanarater Drlve

City: Reno State: Nevada 895,t-zi86
Assessoy's Parcel Number if known: 044-153-05

Business Phone: 77 5-85L-1282

E-m a ll : 11b2424@ sbcglobal.net

Are you reglstercd to yote ln Washoe Coufity?
The Washoe County Commlsslon requlres that a person be a registered voter in
County (if ellgible to vote) to be considered for memberchip.

[Jves n 
"o

How ltued in area? 38 years

How long have you lived in Wq;lroe County? tyears/Months) zt4years

Have you ever been convicted of a felony or misdemeanor other than minor traffic violations?

Yes No
lf yes, please list conviction dates and nature:

May 2015 Washoe County Community Servlces



Briefly, in your own words explain why you would like to h appointed to the Board or &mmlssion.
I have served on the Planning Commission lor the last four years. I am currently the chairman of the

Planning Commission. I also served marry yeift as the Deputy Dlstrlct Attomey who represented the
Planning Commission ln the 1990s and the 2000s.

I enjoy serving on the Planning Commission and believe that I have done a good Job serving the
people of Washoe County ln that capacity. lf reappolnted, I Intend to contlnue In such service.

Describe your quallflcations for this appointment, including, but not limlted to your educational
background, professional backgrou nd and awa rds/hono rs.

I have a law degree (Juris Doctor) from Columbia University School of Law. I have practiced law for 43
years. Please see my attached resume.

List community and/or clvic lnvolvement

I have served on the Washoe County Planning Commisslon, Truckee Meadows Rqionat planning
Commission, Nevada Occupational Safety and Health Revlew Boar4 Neyada State Bar Committee, Rldge
House, Scenic Nevada, Veterans Guest House and numerous other boards, commissions and cMc
organizations. Please see my attached resume.

Washoe County Communfi Servlces Department Applledon page
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Please listthe name and numberofany references that we contact.



NealCobb 775-972-Ws
Robert Doxey 775-7464221
Roger Edward s 77 5-7 42-484A

Please attach any additional Information you wish.

I understand the role and responsibllities of membership on thls board or commlsslon and am willing to
serve. lf appointed, lwillattend requlred meetings and trainlng and will adhere to pertinent Rules, Pollcles
and Procedures. I understand that some appolntments require a Financlal Dlsclosure Form to be
submitted to the Nemda State Ethics Commlssion. I certiff that, to the best of my knowledge, the
information I have provided in this application is true and conect. lf the lnformatlon provlded is hlse or
lncomplete, it shall be sufficient cause for dlsquallftcatlon or removal.

Signature:
il4^ou\. 7p zD {LDate: , \

Ihmk you for yow interest tn Washoe Cowrty Gwemment !

part the pubtlc
avallable for revlew.

Washe County Communlty Servlce Departmeng Planning and Development DMslon
P.O. Box 11130, Reno, NV 89520-{n27
Phone: (7751328-!l5dr; FAt: (775) 3286133; Email: keme_rson@washoecounty,us

Date Received: Commlsslon Dlstrlct:

Appolnted to: Date of Applntment:

PLEASE THEAPPUCANONTO:



REST'ME

JAMESLBARNES

12525 Cleanvater Drive
Renq Nevada 69511
Phone: (775) 851-1282

PERSONALHISTORY

AGE: 6Eyean

RESIDENCB: 44 years in Nevada, living in Reno,Spoks. prior to 1972
lived in New York-Philadelphia aroa-

MARI.TAL STATUS: Mefied to Jme C. Barnes.
Two children.

EDUCATIONALHISTORY

crraduded from Fraoklin and Mrshall collogg lanqster, pennsylvmia in 1959.
Degreu 33. ia F'nglish.

Gmduaed from columbia univorsity school oflaw, New york, New yort in 1972.
Degree: J.D.

Admitrd to Neyada Stare Ba in 1973.

EMPIOYMENTHISTORY

2AA4to2Al6 Private practice of law in Reno.

Engaged in civil and criminal practice.

2007 toz0rc Mmber, NevadasffieOSHAReviowBoard-
Currently, Vice-Chairman

Adjudicated matters relafied to ocoupational safety and health in the s@e of Nevada

?0W ta 20lO Chairman and Member, Nevada Public Employees, Def€upd
Compensation C.ommittee

chafued md served on committee which sdministers the program that invests componsdoa deferred
by state employees.

l99l to 20A4 Deputy District Afromey, Washoe County,

ProviH legal rcpresenbtion to washoe cormt5r Governnenl poaitioninvolved
civil litigation, administrdive law practice md prepration ofwritten legal opinions-

1989 to 1991 Depuy Attorney General, Nevada Departnsnt ofTransportation.

Provided legal representation to the Nevada Departuent of rraosportation. position
involved civil litigation, adminishative law practice and preparation ofatorney general
opinioas.



JAMESI. BARNES

EMPLOYMENT HTSTORY continued

1983 to 1989 Director, Nevada Stat€ DepEEtent of lndustrial Relatious.

Directed the agency responsible for the regulation of workers' compensdion insurance for all Nevada
insurers and worker safety and health in both geneml indusfy md mining The Director eshblished
deprmaf goals and objectives; approved budgeb, legislative proposals, contac8, agreements and
applications for fedoml assistauco; coordinated divisional programs; ad adopted src,hrcgulations as
necessry for the adminishdion oftb department and its divisions" Reryonsible for &e sohedule of
fees pid to medical providers of ere to indusffiially iqiured pdi€NtB.

l9E3 Direc8oX Nevada Seto Departuent of Enerry.

Directedthe agsncyresponsible for developing and irylementingprogrms to Fomote the availability
and wise utillzation ofreliable, economieal suppHes of energr, frldng into consideration std€, r€iorf,l
and loe.lplms forladuse, urban opansiorq transporadm systsms, environmental protection and
ecmmic developmont The Director's office providod te&oical, clerical and financial management
support to the dsprtment's dMslons. The Director repesented fte interws ofthe sbte d &e federal,
regional and s6e levels. Special projects handled by the Deparment wer€ high level nuclear waste
management and the Peroleum Ovucharge Rebate.

1983 to 1988 Chairman (Member since 1982), Deferred Compemation

chaired sevsn-member "*,o#ffiffmlfrffm' thar invesr compensarion deferred by
sme employees. There were 2"400 participans with investnsnb tohling $23,000,000.

1979 to DA ChiefDeputy Atbmey General, Defened Corryensation
for State Employees Commitee.

Provided legal represenatios to seven-membor committee which administers the program thar invesh
comp€ruation deferred by stato employecs.

1977 ts 1982 Chief@utyAttomey General, .

Nevada Stato Departmmt of Commerce.

Provided firll rmge of legal services to the departue,nt which has as its primary fimction the regularion
of cornmercial in&xties in &e State ofNevada though the following divisions: Finarcial Instituions,
Mmuft*urealHousing Fire MarSal, Insrrmce, R€alEs*atg andUnclaimed Propqty. The Deparhent
ww also involvod in norreguldory aotiviti,es such as the housing finance function ofthe Housing
Division and fte civil law md constmer advisory fimctions ofthe Consumer Aftirs Division The
Deprm.eut issued industial development revenue bonds to promote industry and to develop rade. The
Developmenhl Disabilities Advocafe's Office was also administered by the Departmenl Represented
tre Contredor's Boar4 &e Real Estate Commission, the Environmental Commission, Board of
Chiropraotic Examinery and srpervised full division of afiorneys. Represe, rted State in State Courts,
Fderal Dishict Courf including tbree-judge panel, Ninfh Circuit Court of Appeals md Untted States
SrpremeCorfi.

1975to 1977 Dep$yAttomoy General, Nevada State Departuent
of Commerce, Real Estate Dvision.

Provided complete spectrum of legal services to the division rvhich is responsible fm the administrdion
and onforcement of the provisions of law pemining to ral estate brokers and salesmeq indepondem
escrow licensees and land sales activity.



JAMES I.BARNES

EMPLOYMENT HISTORY continued

1973 ts IylS Privdr practice of law in Reno.

Engaged in civil and criminal trial (iury aad non-jury) and appell*e practice.

1972b ln3 law Clert forNevadaDistsictJudge, Honorable
JobnE. Gabrielli, Renq Nevada.

Assisted judge in conduct of oowt prcceedinp md preptioil of wrteen decisioms; performed
legalrwarch"

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVTUES

CHAIRMAN: Washoe CountyPlanning Commission

VICE{IIAIRMAN: TruckeeMadowsRegionalplanningCommissiom.

PRESIDENT: Westem Association of Wor*ers'Compensdion Boards (Westem region of
lnternational Associdion of Industrial Accident Bords md Commissions).

MEMBEK

CHAIRMAN:

Nevada State Bar Association.

Nevada State Bar Association, Stmding Iawyer Advertising
Advisory Commitfee - Northern Distict

COUNSEL:

MEMBER

MEMBER:

MEI!{BER:

PROFESSIONAL
TESTMONY:

VICE
PRESIDENT:

FORMER
SECRETARY AND
DIRECTOR:

PRESIDENT:

Fallon Paiute-Sboshone Tribal Election Commifiee.

Educdional Testiog Senrico ofPrincefiou, New Jemsey,
Real Estate Ucemsing E:ramination Lrgal Review panel.
(orre of the fotn attomeys chosen ndionwide to serve on this commitiee.)

National Associdion ofRealEstrte Liceme Law Officials.

Nor&ernNevada Technical Advisory Committoe on Semde Concurrent
Resolrsion No. 48 (SCR 4S) - ResolEion of &e Nenada State Legisl*ure
to formulre proposed legislation regrding land division laws.

Testified before subcommiree offte united stdes House of Reprasenhtivos
rqgarding Intentate Land Sale Reform Act of 197E.

Board of Ridge Houso, Inc. Residential outpatienrt dnrg assessmenl
orgadzatioL

Vet€rms Guest House, Organization provides housing formembers of
families ofmilitary veterans. Also served aE secretary for Bmrd ofDirectors.

Homecoming Equities, Inc. Organization providec and manages buildings for
Ridge Housq Inc.



JAMES I. BARNES

PROFES SIONAL ACTtVf nBS continued

TRUSTEE:

C}IAIRMAN:

MEMBER

REFERENCES

Fumishod upon request

Washoe County Courthouse Historical and presenraion Society.

Sce,nic Nevada. Nevada envhonmental organization.

Washoe Cormty Sip Code Working Gnoup.


