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Second reading and possible adoption of an ordinance amending Washoe County Code
(WCC) Chapter 110 @evelopment Code) at Article 500, Sign Regulations: Title and
Contents, to remove Article 502, Billboard Regulations, ffid Article 504, Sigr
Regulations, and replace them with Article 505, Sign Regulations, which will involve a
wholesale change to the sign code provisions of Washoe County.

Washoe County Strategic Objective supported by this item: Proactive economic
development and diversifi cation.

PREVIOUS ACTION

On March 22,2016, the Board of County Commissioners (Board or BCC) acknowledged
the Report from the Planning Commission and introduced and held the first reading of an
ordinance to amend the code language relating to the sign code. The Board made one
change to the draft to remove the language stating that'orevenue shall not be collected for
message displayed on the sign."

On February 2,2016, the Planning Commission (PC) reviewed the draft sign code with
the Board proposed changes and provided their comments as directed by the Board from
their meeting on September 22,2015. Commissioner Daly made a motion to, 'odeny the
proposed change with the comments attached from each Commissioner and forward that
to County Commissioners" which passed unanimously.

The Board provided direction to staff to make the following changes to the draft sign
code and the PC was asked to consider these changes:

l. Reduce the required number of travel lanes fronting an Electronic Message
Display (EMD) sign from four lanes to two lanes. This direction results in the
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removal of proposed WCC Section 110.505.30(d) which states: "An EMD shall
only be placed along public roadways that have a minimum of four travel lanes."

2. Reduce the hold time for EMD signs from 20 seconds to 8 seconds. This direction
results in a change to proposed WCC Section 110.505.30(b) which would state:
"Static copy on the EMD must be displayed for a minimum of 8 seconds with
instantaneous transition from one message to the next.o'

3. Prohibit the offsite advertising and the collection of revenue for advertising for all
commercial signs that are not billboards. This direction would ensure that
commercial signs other than billboards only advertise the business, activity,
products, services or interests of those on the premises.

The following options were provided to the PC for their consideration at their February
2nd meeting:

A) Vote to support some or all of the changes as proposed by the Board;or

B) Vote to reject some or all of the changes as proposed by the Board;or

C) Not take a vote but collectively or individually comment on the changes
as proposed by theBoard.

The following comments are from the draft minutes of that PC meeting:

Chair Barnes began the process of taking commentsfrom the Commissioners.

Commissioner Edtttards would adopt Option B. He could accept Changes 2 and
3, but he could not accept Change l, the reduction of the minirnum number of
lanesfor an EMD.

Cornmissioner Daly agreed with the reduction of traffic lanes issue. He also
agreed that the reduction from 20 seconds to eight seconds ls entirely
inappropriate and a threat to public sdfety, He would go the other way with a
much, much longer period to ensure that a motorist driving on a freewqy, .for
example, will pass the sign with zero to one change.

Commissioner Chesney agreed on the reduction of nffic lanes, which appears to
be a safety issue to him, as does Change 2, which he believes is a real safety
issue. For Chonge 3, he does not believe it is their place to deny someone who
has ownership of a sign what they put on the sign or whether they make a profit.
He doesn't believe they are in that business.

Chair Barnes agreedwith Commissioner Chesney on all three of his comments.

Vice Chair Chvilicek spoke on Change 1, reducing the required number of trffic
lanes. Two trffic lanes without a barrier couse a gr@e concern of traffic sofety

for her. When she looked at EMD's and started timing them as she was around
the community, eight seconds tended to be their rotation. She agreed that when
you are tra.veling down a road and you see the sign change multiple times, then
the longer those read, the safer she believes it to be. With respect to legal
counsel's guidance or caution on ffiite advertising, she still supports prohibiting
offsite advertising.

Commissioner Prough doesn't have a problem with the reduction down to two
traffic lanes. He believes there would be some measure of thought before
oyrything went into that. He is very concerned about Change 2 with the timing.
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He is glad for Commissioner Daly's presence os an expert on this. He would
defer to Commissioner Daly's expertise. He believes that eight seconds is too
quick to pick up a message f you are going 60 to 70 miles per hour down the

freeway. He understands from the advertiser's standpoint, the billboard
cotnpany, that you get more people advertising because you are /lipping those
messages around, and that does bring revenue into the county. He thinks the
safety concerns outweigh that. For the lost point, he is a strict believer in the
First Amendment and does not want to restrict anyone's commerce. If they hove
the gumption to be able to makp a living somehow, that is good.

Commissioner Horan supported the other comments that were made relevant to
Changes I and 2 asfar as the safety issues'concern. The elimination of the.four-
traffic lane requirement is problematic, as well the frequency of the turnover on
the electronic signs. He also does not support restricting the ability for ffiite
ad,tertising.

For the Board's consideration, counsel has opined that prohibiting the collection of
revenue for any signage may be legally problematic under a so-called constitutional
'oTakings" analysis, a Commerce Clause analysis, or a First Amendment analysis.
Generally speaking, the Takings Clause of the 5th Amendment of the U.S. Constitution
(as well as similar provisions in the NV Constitution) requires just compensation be paid
if the government takes private property for a public purpose. The Commerce Clause,
found in Article I of the U.S. Constitution, on the other hand, prohibits local laws that
impose burdens on interstate commerce that are clearly excessive in relation to the
putative local benefits. See C&A Carbone, Inc. v. Town of Clarksburg, N.Y., 5l I U.S.
383, 390 (1994). And the First Amendment presumptively prohibits laws that impose a
financial burden on speakers because of the content of their speech; local laws are
generally invalid if they single out income derived from expressive activity for a burden
placed on no other income and are directed only at works with a specified content. See

Simon & Schuster, Inc. v. Members of New York State Crime Victims Board, 502 U.S.
10s (reel).

On September 22. 2015. the Board requested several changes to the draft code and
directed that the proposed amendment with changes be returned to the PC for review and
for a report that would be returned to the Board for a final review and possible adoption
of DCA14-009.

The Board provided direction to staff to make the following changes to the draft sign
code:

l. Reduce the required number of travel lanes fronting an Electronic Message
Display (EIvtD) sign from four lanes to two lanes. This direction results in the
removal of proposed WCC Section 110.505.30(d) which states: "An EMD shall
only be placed along public roadways that have a minimum of four travel lanes."

2, Reduce the hold time for EMD signs from 20 seconds to 8 seconds. This direction
results in a change to proposed WCC Section 110.505.30(b) which would state:
"Static copy on the EMD must be displayed for a minimum of 8 seconds with
instantaneous tansition from one message to the next."

3. Prohibit the offsite advertising and the collection of revenue for advertising for all
commercial signs that are not billboards. This direction would ensure that
commercial signs other than billboards only advertise the business, activity,
products, services or interests of those on the premises.
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On July 7.2015 the PC reviewed the draft sign code and recommended approval of the
proposed draft by a vote of 4 in favor and 1 opposed. The PC recommended a change to
the draft as presented by staff that the allowable height for Electronic Message Display
(digital) signs be increased from 6 feet to 12 feet in height.

On June 9. 2015 the Board directed staffto limit the size of Regional Recreation, Travel
and Tourism (RRTT) signs to a ma:rimum of 450 square feet and to define billboards as
any sign larger than 450 square feet. The Board also directed staff to provide better
definition of large scale entertainment uses as 1,000 people per event.

On April 28. 2015. the Board was asked to provide direction to staff with regard to the
RRTT signs. The Board asked staff to prepare better definitions for "large scale projects"
and "billboards" and refum to the Board for further direction.

On Auzust 26, 2014, the Board acknowledged receipt of an update on the status of the
Washoe County's sign code amendment process.

BACKGROT]ND

Content Neutrality

Staff has attempted to follow the direction of the Board in ensuring, to the greatest
practical extent, that the proposed code is content neutral, meaning signs are regulated
without regard to the content of their message. Signs are protected under the First
Amendment o'Free Speech" clause of the United States Constifution. So-called "content-
based" regulations have generally been reviewed by state and federal courts under the
o'strict scrutiny" judicial standard. Strict scrutiny means that the Code must further a
compelling governmental interest and must be narrowly tailored to achieve that interest in
order to regulate the content of signage. Many sign codes throughout the Country that
have been determined to be "content-based" have been found to be unconstitutional under
that standard. Thus although there is case law in this jurisdiction that has upheld
ordinances against First Amendment challenge even though they distinguish between on-
premise and off-premise commercial signs, a more conservative content neutral approach
is proposed in the hopes of reducing the risk of a successful constitutional challenge.

Code Simplicity

A fundamental objective pursued by staff when drafting the proposed Sign Code
regulations was to create a code that is easy to read and understand both for the citizens
of Washoe County as well as for staff. Staff is pleased with the simplicity of the final
(draft) product. In stark contrast with the current code, the proposed draft is written in
plain English and is constructed in a format that is easy to follow. The existing code
requires the reader to flip between multiple sections of the Article in order to determine
the required sign regulations. Due to the complex nature of signage, the draft code will
still require some cross-referencing but is far simpler to use than the current code. In fact,
nearly all applicable standards for signage for most uses are found in a single table in the
proposed code (Table 505.1).

Billboards

Staff is proposing to combine existing Article 502, Billboard Regulations, with existing
Article 504, Sign Regulations, into the new Article 505, Sign Regulations, and reduce the
billboard specific regulations to one paragraph (as previously directed by the Board of
County Commissioners) that states the following:
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(WCC Section I I 0. 5 0 5. 7 0, De/initions)
"Billboard" means any sign larger than 450 square feet and/or identiJied in the
most current billboard inventory list as maintained by the Washoe County
Community Serttices Department. The total number of permitted billboards is
determined by the most current billboard inventory adopted by resolution by the
Board of County Commissioners and maintained by the Washoe County
C ommunity S erv ic e s D ep artment. "

The existing code language (Article 502, Billboard Regulations) contains 14 pages of
regulations for billboards which is misleading and confusing as it contains regulations for
allowed locations, size, height, and other criteria but also contains language that prohibits
all new billboards. WCC Section 110.505.35, Prohibited Signs, and WCC Section
110.505.65, Billboards, of the proposed code will result in the same billboard restictions
without the misleading and confusing code language. The proposed Code does not allow
for construction of any new billboards.

Exhibit D of this staff report is a recently completed draft inventory of all existing
billboards in unincorporated Washoe County. According to this draft inventory, Washoe
County has experienced a steady and consistent reduction in the number of billboards in
recent years. According to the latest draft inventory, there are 30 billboards in the
unincorporated portion of Washoe County and staff expects this trend of billboard
reduction to continue with the adoption of this proposed Sign Code.

Staff spent many hours locating and diligently photographing billboards in
unincorporated Washoe County to update the Billboard Inventory adopted by the Board
on December 10, 2002. The Billboard Inventory is maintained by the Planning and
Development Division. The inventory was updated, as much as possible, to remove
billboards no longer located in the unincorporated County, to remove signs classified as
o'offpremise" in the current Code which will no longer be considered as a billboard in the
proposed Code, and to correct parcel information, property owners, and sign company
contacts for each individual billboard. This update process has been ongoing since
November 2013 ard was completed in order to accompany the Sign Code amendment
update. Billboards found to no longer be within the unincorporated County include
several along Interstate 80 East located on the parcels recently transferred to Storey
County; billboards removed as the result of new development, damaged by natural
occulrences, or removed by a property owner; and, billboards on property now located
within the City of Reno or the City of Sparks.

Regulation of Signs Based on the Use of the Property Rather than on Regulatory
7-one

Article 505 proposes to regulate signage based on the use of the property rather than the
regulatory zone ofthe property. The current code regulates signage based on a property's
adopted regulatory zone and this method has resulted in a number of complications and
problems. Specifically, this current method provides a ooone size fits all" approach that
leads to incompatible signage as well as diffrculty in establishing appropriate signage
where necessary. One such example of this problem results whenever a civic use such as

a school, church, community center, etc. is established in a residential zone; these civic
uses require more signage flexibility than the current sign code regulations for a

residential zone allows. The proposed code resolves this problem by tailoring the
allowable signage to the established use of the property. In order to accomplish this
method, staffhas carefully considered each of the allowable uses in table 110.302.05.1 of
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the Development Code and has assigned each of these to one of the nine "principal use
types" defined in wcc section 505.20 of the proposed Sign code regulations.

Tables 505.1 and 505.2

Article 505 includes two regulatory tables that provide the sign regulations for the
allowable sign size, height, and quantity for each property based on the established
principal use type on the property. The intent of the proposed sign regulations is to direct
users of the code to these tables as the first place to look when determining appropriate
sign standards. Each table fits on a single page that facilitates ease of use and reduces
confusion by establishing a single source (section) for regulations rather than searching
multiple sections within the Article when determining the sign standards for most types
of signs. An additional benefit of these tables is that they condense multiple pages of
complicated text into one and a half pages of easy to understand tables. Table 505.1
regulates permanent signs whether free-standing or attached to a building. Table 505.1
also establishes which signs may require an administrative permit or a special use permit
and which signs may be permitted by right. Similarly, Table 505.2 seryes the same
function for temporary sigrs.

Counsel has recommended that an additional accommodation be incorporated into the
table in order to allow at least some signage on properties that have no established
principal use. One idea would be to allow those properties to have the same amount of
signage as a single family residential property. This would avoid a general prohibition on
signage on those properties. The draft sign code does not currently include such
language.

Election Period Signs

The importance of free speech is particularly significant during election periods. Under
existing code election period signs are regulated as'temporary signs" which are allowed
up to 128 square feet in size on any privately owned property with some restrictions.
These signs are allowed for only 100 consecutive days, or until the event occurs, in the
existing code. Article 505, as proposed, provides considerable allowances for election
period signs and specifies the timeframe that these signs can be erected beginning on the
frst day of filing for, and ends 10 days after, an election. No building permits are
proposed to be required for election period sigrs. Proposed new regulations for election
period signs will include no lightinglillumination and restricting signs in specific
locations, generally those locations where the signs may create ahazardto the public.

Temporary and Real Estate Signs

The temporary sign regulations within the existing Sign Code (Article 504) are confusing
and contradictory. For example, it is unclear whether the ma:rimum size for a residential
real estate sign is four square feet or 128 square feet, depending on how the code is
interpreted. Thus, the allowable square footage for a residential real estate sign is either
too restrictive or too lenient. It is also unclear whether areal estate sign can be erected for
a maximum of 100 days or indefinitely. This lack of clarity has resulted in difterences in
interpretation and has made consistency of enforcement difficult.

Similar to the existing regulations for permanent signs, the existing regulations for
temporary signs utilize a "one size fits all" approach regardless of the use of the land. It is
necessary, under the current regulatory approach, to read the message on the sign to
determine what standards might apply for a particular sign. Again, this subjects the
County to the "strict scrutiny" standard ofjudicial review.
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Conversely, proposed Article 505 offers clarity and simplicity and more importantly, it
provides temporary sign regulations that are both flexible and appropriate for the use of
the property on which the sign will be located. Proposed Article 505 also provides
specific standards for signage during the time period in which a property is advertised for
sale or lease. Table 505.2, of the proposed code, provides clear regulations regarding size
and height for temporary signs, regardless of the message that may be presented. The
proposed standards have been well received by representatives of the real estate industry
and interested county residents.

Consistency

Staffhas received clear direction from the County Commission to provide sign standards
and regulations that are consistent with the sign standards of the neighboring jurisdictions
to the best practical extent. It is understood that the nature and character of Washoe
County is different from the cities and therefore the signage needs of the three
jurisdictions will differ as Washoe County is primarily rural and suburban in nature while
the cities are primarily urban in nature. Also, staffhas gone to great lengths to ensure that
the proposed sign regulations do not differ geatly from the existing regulations, in those
cases in which clear standards are found in the existing code. It is important that Washoe
County does not create a flood of nonconforming signs upon adoption of new sign
regulations. For these reasons Washoe County's Sign Code regulations should not mirror
those of Reno and Sparks; however, the proposed code will provide a good deal of
consistency in several areas including, among other things, the method of determining the
brightness of electronic signs, sign area computations, and allowable window area
signage. The consistency among local jurisdictions will benefit the sign industry and
those who must deal with the sign codes on a regular basis.

Sign Area Computation

Not all signs are placed within a clearly defined frame or square/rectangular cabinet. This
can create some difficulties firying to calculate the allowable sign display area. The
existing code language asks for an average height times the average width of a sign that is
not within a clearly defined frame or cabinet. Unfortunately, this method does not
provide much direction and leads to differences in interpretation and therefore differences
in calculations. The new method proposed in the draft code allows for the utilization of
different geometric shapes (circles, rectangles and right triangles). This method provides
for the simple calculation of signage and staff has provided a series of graphics [at
proposed WCC Section 505.15(c)l within Article 505 to help illustrate this calculation
method.

Electronic Message Displays @igital Signs)

An electronic message display (EMD) sign is defined in the proposed draft code as "a
sign that is capable of displaying words, symbols, figures or images that can be
electronically or mechanically changed by remote or automatic means". These signs are
currently allowed under the existing code with very few restictions on height, size,
placement or brightness. In fact, the existing code allows for large/bright electronic signs
that also permit video or animation. The proposed code will allow EMD signs, but will
greatly restict the size, manner and place of this style of sign. Some of the proposed
restrictions within the draft Sign Code regulations that are not in the existing code include
restricting the height of EMD signs to a marimum of 12 feet (as recommended by the
PC), limiting EMD's to commercial centers and civic use type, imposing
lighting/illumination standards, imposing buffers from residential zones and from other
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EMD's, and prohibiting EMD's from locating along scenic corridors. Some of these
restrictions do not apply for signage within the proposed Regional. Recreational" Travel
and Tourism [RRTT] use type (see discussion on this use type below).

Sign Lighting Standards

The existing Sign Code allows Electronic Message Display (EMD) signs, but there are
currently no restrictions or limitations to the allowable brightness of these signs. The
proposed Sign Code regulations propose to use a standard that is the prefened method by
the sign indusfiry and is commonly used by neighboring jwisdictions. Additionally, this
proposed method of brightness measurement is consistent with the recently adopted City
of Sparks Sign Code which was supported by Scenic Nevada.

Article 505 proposes to regulate EMD sign illumination through an illumination
measurement method utilizing a light meter and by measuring the illumination of the sign
from a distance that is calculated by taking the square root of the area of the sign times
100. This method of measuring light is utilized by many jurisdictions throughout the
county and is consistent with the illumination measurement methods used by the City of
Reno for billboards and the City of Sparks for both signs and billboards. Staff and the
sign code working group have spent a good deal of time discussing this measurement
method and have come to a general consensus that this is the appropriate method to
recommend.

The proposed measurement method is fotrnd in proposed WCC Section 110.505.30(k) as
provided below:

"EMDs shall not operate at brightness levels of more than 0.3 foot candles above
ambient light, as measured using a foot-candle meter at a pre-set distance. The
pre-set distances to rneasure the foot-candles is calculated using the following
formula: Measurement Distance :

@".
Regional, Recreation, Travel and Tourism @RTT) Use Type and Associated
Signage

A principal theme of the proposed Sign Code regulations is the importance of regulating
signage based on what is existing on the property (principal use type) rather than what
could potentially be established on the property (regulatory zoning). The nature of certain
uses will require more signage than other uses. For this reason, commercial use types are
granted more and larger signs than residential use types. Similarly, use types that athact
significant numbers of the public from within the region and from outside the region also
have a need for more and larger signage. Staff has identified a limited number of uses
that fit this category of use type in which larger signs may be necessary. This category of
principal use type is identified in the draft code as a ooRegional, Recreational, Travel and
Tourism" (RRTT) use type and it is defined at WCC Section 505.20(0 of the proposed
Sign Code regulations as follows:

"Regional Recreation, Travel and Tourism" refers to large-scale entertainment
uses intended to attract crowds of 1,000 people or more per event and also
include unlimited gaming facilities that attract visitors from both inside and
outside of the immediote region of Washoe County. Such use types may include:
Casinos with Unlimited Gaming and Outdoor Entertainment yenues"
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The number of uses that fit the RRTT use type definition above is very limited in Washoe
County. There are only a small number of these uses in the unincorporated Washoe
County that staff is aware of at this time that meet this defrnition. Also, there are a
number of findings (criteria) provided in WCC Section 505.40(c) of the draft code that
would further limit the number of RRTT signs that could be established. Some of these
criteria include locational requirements such as being located immediately adjacent to an
interstate highway having at least four travel lanes; regulatory zoning requirements that
limit the placement of RRTT signs to properties with a regulatory zone of Industrial,
General Commercial, or Tourist Commercial; and a distancing requirement of at least
500 linear feet of such signs from a residential regulatory zone. Any request for an RRTT
sign that exceeds the allowable sign size as provided in Table 505.1 of the proposed Sign
Code would require a special use permit to be heard directly by the County
Commissioners.

At their September 22, 2015 meeting the Board directed staff to provide clarification
regarding why size dimensions (i.e. over 450 square feet) are to be used when defining a
billboard.

. The 450 square foot size provides for a clear and distinct difference between an
RRTT sign and a billboard. This clear distinction allows for the easy enforcement
in the prohibition of new billboards.

. The 450 square foot provision provides a mar<imum size limitation that currently
does not exist. The Board directed staffto draft language to allow for larger signs
(RRTT signs) for the purpose of directing people to a regional tourism
destination. Currently, the existing code does not impose a maximum sign size
for on premise signs, therefore the 450 square foot limitation would close a
loophole involving the potential erection of new signs that look and function like
billboards.

The Board also asked staff to explain how a Regional, Recreation, Travel and Tourism
(RRTT) sign is different than a billboard.

o ft1 the draft code RRTT signs are equal to or less than 450 square feet in size;
Billboards are larger than 450 square feet in size.

. RRTT signs require a principal use involving a regional tourism use type (as

defined in the draft code) to be located on or immediately adjacent to the site;
Billboards do not require a principal use on or adjacent to the site.

Sisn Code Workins Group and Public Involvement

Signage, by its nature, is a polarizing topic with many different positions and points of
view. In drafting the proposed sign code, staff has striven to balance many competing
interests from diverse groups having very different points of view. For this reason, the
Board directed staffto form a working goup to work through these issues with staffand
to help create the proposed sign code as drafted. The Sign Code Working Group was
comprised of representatives from the sign industry, the real estate industry, the planning
profession, Scenic Nevada, the Citizen Advisory Boards, and the Planning Commission.
Staffhosted a total of 16 meetings with the Sign Code Working Group.

As is always the case in these processes, differences of opinion abound. In addition to
alternative approaches to the lighting measurement method discussed above, opponents
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of the proposed code also disagree with the elimination of distinctions between on-
premise and offl-premise signage (content neutrality) in the proposed code. Some argue
that this will result in the proliferation of new signage, including new commercial signage
that Washoe County could have to pay compensation for, pursuant to NRS 278.0215, if
any future code changes were to require their removal. If the proposed Code is adopted,
the distinction between billboards and signs (non-billboards) will be made clearer and the
allowable size and number of signs for future commercial uses will be reduced. Further,
the proposed Code has been drafted to ensure that most existing signs will remain
conforming, as was the direction of the Board.

Unfortunately, it was not possible to completely satisff all participants' specific interests
and opinions at the conclusion of the working group's efilorts. However, the draft sign
code has received general consensus from most of the individuals who have participated
in this process including the Sign Code Working Group, the attendees of the community
workshops, and the Citizen Advisory Boards.

In addition to the Sign Code Working Group, staff hosted two community workshops and
has attended several Citizen Advisory Board meetings including meeting twice with the
South Truckee MeadowsAMashoe Valley Citizen Advisory Board and once with Spanish
Springs Citizen Advisory Board. These events were well attended and in the opinion of
stafi the responses from the community to the proposed draft code have been well
received. The notes from many of these events as well as correspondence from the public
are available on the Planning and Development website at:
https:/lwww.washoecountv.us/csd/planning and_development/board_commissior/planni
nLcommission/20 I 5/fi les/DCA I 4-009%20Conespondence.pdf

WCC Section 110.818.15(e) requires the Board to affirm, modiff or reject the findings of
fact made by the PC during the Board's final action of any Development Code
Amendment. The Board may also add any other findings of fact that they deem to be
relevant as part of their final action. The four findings of fact made at the PC during their
recommendation for approval of DCA14-009 are included with Resolution 15-7 (Exhibit
E). Those findings of fact, and stafPs comments on those findings as contained in the PC
staffreport for the July 7,2015 meeting are included below:

l. Consistency with Master Plan. The proposed Development Code amendment is
in substantial compliance with the policies and action programs of the Washoe
County Master Plan.
Staff comment: The proposed sign code is consistent with the policies and action
progromsfound in the Washoe County Master Plan.

2. Promotes the Purpose of the Development Code. The proposed Development
Code amendment will not adversely impact the public health, safety or welfare,
and will promote the original pu{poses for the Development Code as expressed in
Article 918, Adoption of Development Code.
Staff comment: The proposed code will not adversely impoct the public health,
safety andwelfare andwill promote the original purposes of Article 918.

3. Response to Chaneed Conditions. The proposed Development Code amendment
responds to changed conditions or further studies that have occurred since the
Development Code was adopted by the Board of County Commissioners and the
requested amendment allow for a more desirable utilization of land within the
regulatory zones.
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Stqff comment: The proposed code responds to changes in sign technologt,
specffically with digitql signage, etc. and provides appropriate language to
address such changes.

4. No Adverse Af[ects. The proposed Development Code amendment will not
adversely affect the implementation of the policies and action programs of the
Conservation Element or the Population Element of the Washoe County Master
Plan.
Staff comment: The proposed code will not have any adverse impacts to the
implementation of the policies and oction programs of the Conservation Element
or the Population Element of the Washoe County Master Plan.

FISCAL IMPACT

No fiscal impact.

RECOMMENDATION

lt is recommended that the Board of County Commissioner hold a second reading and
adopt an ordinance amending Washoe County Code (WCC) Chapter 110 (Development
Code) at Article 500, Sign Regulations: Title and Contents, to remove Article 502,
Billboard Regulations, and Article 504, Sign Regulations, and replace them with Article
505, Sign Regulations.

POSSIBLE MOTION

Should the Board agree with the recommendation, a possible motion would be: ooMove to
adopt an ordinance amending Washoe County Code (WCC) Chapter 110 (Development
Code) at Article 500, Sign Regulations: Title and Contents, to remove Article 502,
Billboard Regulations, and Article 504, Sign Regulations, and replace them with Article
505, Sign Regulations.'o

Attachments:

Exhibit A - Planning Commission StaffReport from February 2,2016
Exhibit B - Proposed Sign Code Ordinance
Exhibit C - Draft Minutes of February 2,2016 Planning Commission meeting
Exhibit D - Billboard Inventory and Map
Exhibit E - Planning Commission Resolution
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EXHIBIT A

Planninq Commission Staff Report
Meeting Date: February 2,2016

Development Code Amendment Case Number DCA14-009 - Sign
Regulations with Changes as Requested by the Washoe County
Board of County Commissioners

Planning and Development Division

104

To discuss and possibly take action to send a report to the
Washoe County Board of County Commissioners (BCC) regarding
the changes proposed by the (BCC) at their September 22,2015
meeting involving the proposed amendment to Washoe County
Code, Chapter 110, by changing Article 500 - Signs: Title and
Confenfs; to remove Article 502 - Billboard Regulafions and Article
504 - Sign Regulafions and to adopt a new Article 505 (Srgn
Regulations) with the changes as recommended by the BCC.

Recommend approval and authorize the Ghair to sign the
attached resolution

Trevor Lloyd - Senior Planner
Planning and Development Division
Washoe County Community Services Department
775.328.3620
tlloyd@washoecounty. us

Description

Development Code Amendment Case Number DCA1+009 - Discussion and possible action
to make recommendations to the Washoe County Commission on changes to the following
three aspects of the pending amendments to the county's sign code regulations: reduction of
the minimum number of lanes necessary for a roadway adjacent to an electronic message
display (EMD) sign, reduction of the minimum hold time for EMD static sign copy from 20
seconds to 8 seconds, and prospective prohibition of off-premise advertising signage on signs
that do not constitute billboards. These three aspects pertain to the pending sign code
amendments designed to amend Washoe County Code Chapter 110 (Development Code) to
amend Article 500 - Signs: Title and Confenfs; to remove Article 502 - Billboard Regulations and
Article 504 - Stgn Regulations; and to adopt a new Article 505 (Srgn Regulations).

Post Office Box 1 1 1 30, Reno, NV 89520-0027 - 1 001 E. Ninth St., Reno, NV 8951 2
Telephone: 77 5.328.6100 - Fax:. 77 5.328.61 33

www.washoecou nty. us/comdev/ DCAIt -009
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Washoe County Planning Commission Staff Report Date: January 12,2016

Staff Report Contents

Description ..................... 1

Background and Proposed Changes to Draft Code Amendment........ ......................2

Recommendation........ ..................... 3

Motion ..........3

Attachment Gontents

Draft Sign Code Amendment dated January 2016 ......... .............Exhibit A

Backsround and Proposed Chanses to Draft Code Amendment

On July 7,2015 the Planning Commission (PC) recommended approval of Development Code
Amendment Case Number DCA14-009 (draft sign code) draft sign code. On September 22,
2015, the Board of County Commissioners (BCC) requested several changes to the draft code
and directed that the proposed amendment with changes be retumed to the PC for review and
for a report that would be retumed to the BCC for a final review and possible adoption of
DCA14-009.

At their September 22,2015 meeting, the BCC provided direction to staff to make the following
changes to the draft sign code:

1. Reduce the required number of travel lanes fronting an Electronic Message Display
(EMD) sign from four lanes to two lanes. This direction results in the removal of Section
110.505.30(d) which states: "An EMD shall only be placed along public roadways that
have a minimum of four travel lanes."

2. Reduce the hold time for EMD signs from 20 seconds to 8 seconds. This direction
results in a change to Section 110.505.30(b) which would state: 'Static copy on the EMD
must be displayed for a minimum of 8 seconds with instantaneous transition from one
message to the next.'

3. Prohibit the offsite advertising and the collection of revenue for advertising for all
commercial signs that are not billboards. This direction would ensure that commercial
signs other than billboards only advertise the business, activity, products, services or
interests of those on the premises.

Staff has prepared the changes to the draft code in response to the direction provided by the
BCC. These changes can be found in Exhibit A (Draft Sign Code - January 2016).

The BCC also directed staff to provide clarification regarding whv size dimensions (i.e. over 450
square feet) are to be used when defining a billboard.

Development Code Amendment Case Number DCA14-009
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Washoe County Planning Commission Staff Report Date: January 12,2016

. The 450 square foot size provides for a clear and distinct difference between an RRTT
sign and a billboard. This clear distinction allows for the easy enforcement in the
prohibition of new billboards.

. The 450 square foot provision provides a maximum size limitation that cunently does not
eist. The BCC direc.ted staff to draft language to allow for larger signs (RRTT signs) for
the purpose of directing people to a regional tourism destination Gunently, the eisting
code does not impose a maximum sign size for on premise signs, therefore the 450
square foot limitation would close a loophole involving the potential erection of new signs
that look and function like billboards.

The BCC also asked staff to explain how a Regional, Recreation, Travel and Tourism (RRTT)
sign is different than a billboard.

. ln the draft code RRTT signs are equal to or less than 450 square feet in size; Billboards
are larger than 450 square feet in size.

. RRTT signs require a principal use involving a regional tourism use type (as defined in
the draft code) to be located on or immediately adjacent to the site; Billboards do not
require a principal use on or adjacent to the site.

Planninq Commission Action:

The PC should discuss and take action to send a report to the BCC on the proposed changes to
DCA14-009 (draft sign code). The PC may choose one of the following options:

A) Vote to support some or all of the changes as proposed by the BCC; or

B) Vote to reject some or all of the changes as proposed by the BCC; or

C) Not take a vote but collectively or individually comment on the changes as
proposed by the BCC.

Recommendation

It is recommended that the Washoe County Planning Commission provide a report to the
Washoe County Board of County Commissioners conceming proposed changes to DCA14-009
(draft sign code).

Motion

ul move that, after giving reasoned consideration to the information contained in the staff report
and information received during the public hearing, the Washoe County Planning Commission
provide a report to the Washoe County Board of County Commissioners concerning proposed
changes to DCA1+009 (draft sign code) containing the following: (lnserf appropriate
a m m e nt s/i nfo r m at i o n)."

Staff Report and Action Order xc: Dave Solaro, Director, CSD
Nate Edwards, Deputy District Attomey

Development Code Amendment Case Number DCA14-009
Page 3 of 3 DCAlth009
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Ihaft Sign Code - January 2016

Article 505

S/GN REGUIAIIONS

Sectlons:

110.505.00 Purpose
110.505.05 Applicabllity, Exemptlons, lnterpretatlon, Severablllty and Variance
110.505.10 Moblle, Temprorary and Exempted Slgns
110.505.15 GeneralStandards
110.505.20 Principal Use Types
110.505.25 Specialty Signs
110.505.30 Electronic Message Display (EMD) Signs
110.505.35 Prohibited Signs
110.505.40 Permits and Enforcement
110.505.45 Use and Maintenance of Nonconforming Outdoor Advertising

Displays and Framework
110.505.50 Contlnued Use and Maintenance of Nonconforming Signs, Sign

Permit Required for Non-Routine Maintenance
110.505.55 Termination of Nonconforming Use/Maintenance Rights
110.505.60 Signs on Gounty Property
110.505.65 Billboards
110.505.70 Definitions

Section 110.505.00 Purpose. The purpose of this Article is to create the legal ftamework for a
comprehensive system of the regulation of the time, place and manner of displaying signs in the
unincorporated Washoe County that is content neutral, complies with applicable law and
balances the following goals:

(a) To respect the right of ftee speech and expression;

(b) To promote the use of signs which are aesthetically pleasing, and appropriately
related in size, shape, materials, lettering, color, illumination and character of the
building or premises on which they will be displayed and are compatible with
existing adjacent activities and land uses and scenic views;

(c) To preserve and enhance the environment, including skylines and dark skies,
thereby protecting an image that attracts those who come to live, visit, vacation
and trade in the County;

(d) To promote traffic safety, the free flow of traffic and prevent injury and property
damage that may be fully or partially attributable to cluftered and distracting
signage;

(e) To promote commerce, economic development and reduce confusion and traffic
disruption by providing for adequate and aesthetically integrated site, event and
business location information ;

(0 To prevent property damage and injury which may be caused by signs which are
improperly constructed or poorly maintained;

Page 505-1
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Ihaft Sign Code - January 2016

(g) To protect property values, the local economy, and the quality of life, and the
image of Washoe County;

(h) To regulate the size, brightness, flashing, and message transition, of electronic
message displals to reduce roadway distraction and offensiveness to
sunounding neighborhoods;

(i) To limit signage on County property only for locational, directional, traffic control
and public safety, health and welfare purposes and allowing the expression of
ideas in traditional public forums;

0) To provide standards and a system of sign permitting and enforcement of this
Article that respects due process rights.

Sectlon 110.505.05 Applicabilitv. Exemptions. Interpretation. Severabilitv and Variance.

(a) Applicabilitv. This Article applies to all signs located in the unincorporated
Washoe County, unless superseded by a legally adopted Master Plan. Unless
otherwise required by law, all signs not specifically permitted or exempted by this
Article are prohibited.

(b) Exemotions. Except to the extent they are prohibited by Section 1'10.505.35,
Prohibited Signs, or subject to special standards, the following types of signs and
displays are not subject to the provisions of this article and need not be included
in any aggregate sign computations. ln the event that a sign fails to meet any
criteria, condition or qualification established for exemption in this section, the
sign shall be subject to and govemed by all other applicable requirements of this
Article.

(1) Signs owned and/or maintained by a govemmental agency for the
pumoses set out in subparagraphs (d) and (i) of Section 110.505.00.

(2) Changes in copy on an existing sign which does not alter the display
area or framework, size, lighting, location or configuration of the sign.

(3) Plaques or markers under 4 square feet in size that cannot be read from
a public roadway.

(4) Tombstones and grave markers.

(5) Signs posted to warn against trespassing, security or dangerous
conditions on the property not exceeding 2 square feet in size.

(6) Address numbers or plates and nameplates. Residential nameplates
shall not exceed 2 square feet in size and non-residential nameplates
shall not exceed 4 square feet in size.

(7) Flags, emblems or insignia of any nation, state or political subdivision,
provided that they do not number more than 3, that the individual surface
area is not greater than 60 square feet, and that the supporting
framework are not greater than the larger of 20 feet high or 10 feet more
than the permitted height for a freestanding sign at that location.

(8) Signs which are not visible from an adjacent public roadway.

Page il5"2
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(s)

(10)

(1 1)

(12)

(13)

(14)

(1s)

(c) lnteroretation.

Draft Sign Code - January 2016

Signs canied or wom by a natural person including symbols and
messages on clothing.

Any sign required by County, State or Federal statute.

Signs or copy permanently embroidered, screened, dyed, stenciled or
painted into the fabric of umbrellas.

Signs painted on and integral to vending machines and fuel dispensing
pumps and legally required inspection stickers.

Holiday decorations. However, such decorations must comply with
nuisance and other provisions in the Development Code.

Signs on benches or shelters for passengers of public mass
transportation when permitted by state law.

Election Period Siqns. An election period begins the first day of filing for,
and ends ten days after the general election conducted under federal,
state, county, or city laws or ordinances in which residents of Washoe
County are entitled to vote, including elections or votes regarding
selection or recall of any federal, state, county or city officials, any ballot
questions, referendum or advisory vote. Addltional election period signs
may be displayed on any site during an election period, subject to the
following limitations, standards and requirements.

(i) Number and Size. There is no limitation on the number of signs
or the maximum allowable sign display area per site for election
period signs, and election period signs which othena/se comply
with this subsection do not count against the number of signs or
the allowable sign display area for a site as set out in Table
505.1. However, individualsigns shall not exceed a sign display
area of 128 square feet per sign.

(ii) No Siqn Permit Required. A sign permit is not required for any
election period sign which othenilise complies with this section.

(iii) Standards. requirements and limitations. Each election period
sign need not meet the standards and limitations for all signs set
out in this Article with the exception that they shall not be
illuminated (to include electronic message displays) and they
shall not be placed in a prohibited sign area as identified in
Section 1 10.505.35, Prohibited Signs.

(1)

(2)

This Article is to be liberally construed to effectuate the purpose set forth
herein, inespective of the commercial or noncommercial content or the
viewpoint of the message. Any sign allowed herein may contain any
laMul message, so long as said sign complies with the size, location,
height, area and other requirements of this Article.

Where a particular type of sign is proposed that is neither expressly
allowed nor prohibited by this Article, or where the sign is proposed on a

Washoe County Development Ccde
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Ihaft Sign Code - January 2016

structure that is not a building as defined in the Development Code, the
Director of the Planning and Development Division, Community Services
Department or his designee shall have the discretion to approve or
disapprove the proposed sign based on whether it is more similar to a
type of sign that is expressly allowed or to one that is expressly
prohibited.

(d) Severabilitv. lf a decision of any court of competent jurisdiction holds any
section, sentence, clause, phrase, word, portion or provision of this Micle is
invalid or unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect, impair, or invalidate any
other section, sentence, clause, phrase, word, portion or provision of this Micle
which can be given effect without the invalid provision. The invalidation of any
section, sentence, clause, phrase, word, portion or provision of this Article as
applied to a particular property or structure, or any particular properties or
structures, by any court of competent jurisdiction shall not affect the application
of such section, sentence, phrase, word, portion or provision to any other
property or structure not specifically included in said invalidation.

(e) Variance. Variances to the provisions of this Article can be made only by the
Planning Commission or the Board of County Commissioners and only upon a
finding supported by wriften legal opinion of the District Attomey that the variance
is required to comply with the constitution, laws or judicial decisions of the United
States or State of Nevada.

Section 110.505.10 Moblle and Temporarv Sions.

(a) Mobile siqns are oermitted under the followino conditions.

(1) The mobile sign must be painted or otherwise directly attached flat
against the exterior surface of the body of a vehicle or trailer or, if on a
cargo-type body, the sign must be attached flat against the stake racks
or other standard vehicle accessories used to confine cargo loads on the
bed of the vehicle or trailer.

(2) The vehicle or trailer must be cunently licensed and registered and must
be legally operable and capable of being operated on public roads.

(3) The mobile sign shall not be illuminated and shall not contain letters or
symbols which are manually replaceable in order that the copy can be
easily changed from time to time.

(4) Any mobile sign greater than 9 square feet shall not be parked in one
location visible from a public roadway for more than 3 consecutive days.

(5) The mobile sign shall not be an electronic message display (EMD) sign.

(6) The mobile sign shall not count against the maximum allowable sign
display area or maximum number of signs per site as set out in Table
505.1.
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Draft Sigrr Code - January 2016

(b) Temporarv Sion Standards.

(1) Temporary signs shall not be placed in a prohibited sign area pursuant to
per Section 110.505.35, Prohibited Signs.

(2) Temporary signs need not be affixed to the ground or building.

(3) Temporary signs shall not be illuminated nor be an electronic message
display (EMD).

(4) The location requirements in Section 110.505.15(f), Location of Signs,
shall not apply to temporary signs.

(5) Temporary signs do not count against the maximum allowable sign
display area or maximum number of signs per site as set forth in Table
505.1, but individual signs may not exceed the limitations (sign height,
maximum sign display area for individual signs) as set forth in Table
505.2.

(6) Except as provided under subsections (7) and (8) below, no temporary
sign shall be placed on any site for more than 10 consecutive days. At
least 90 days must elapse between any display of a temporary sign signs
on any site.

(7) lf a property is cunently advertised for sale or lease, a temporary sign
shall be allowed until 5 days after the recordation of the sale or execution
of the lease agreement. The sign is limited to the size as set forth in
Table 505.2. Freestanding signs shall meet a minimum setback of five
(5) feet from all property lines.

(8) lf construction is occurring on a site, a temporary sign shall be allowed
until 5 days after issuance of a final inspection or a certificate of
occupany. A valid building permit for the construction is required. The
sign may be up to sixteen square feet in size and shall be setback a
minimum of 5 feet from all property lines.

Section 110.505.15 General Standards.

(a) Allowable Sion Disolav Area. Where the allowable sign display area is a function
of business frontage, no more than 2 business frontages may be counted in
calculating the allowable area for any building occupant. The two business
frontages shall be determined by the sign permit applicant.

(b) Msible from a Public Roadway. Unless otherwise provided in this Article (such as
exempt signs and temporary or mobile signs) any sign that is visible from a public
roadway shall count towards the total number of signs allowed and allowable
sign display area per site as set forth in Table 505.1 and shall comply with all
applicable standards in this Article.

(c) Siqn Displav Area Comoutation.

(1) Where a sign consists of copy, painted on or attached directly to a
building, which are without an integrated background and are not

Washoe County Dovelopment Code
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Ihaft Sign Code -January 2016

enclosed in a frame or cabinet, the area of the display shall be measured
as the total area of the smallest height and width of a geometric shape
(or combination of geometric shapes not to exceed 5 geometric shapes)
that encompass the entire copy of the sign. Such geometric shapes
shall only include rectangles, circles and right triangles, as generally
shown with dotted lines in examples I through 3, below:

Example 1:

Example 2:

Example 3:

Where both signs and billboards
allowable sign display area shall
billboard's display area.

i"rrt,\
i Sign I

"-::: 
i

(2) Where a display is enclosed in a frame or cabinet, or has an integrated
background, the entire area within and including the outer edge of
framework, cabinet or background must be included in the sign display
area computation.

are
not

(3) located on the same site, the
be reduced by the amount of

Washoe County Development Code
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Draft Sign Code - January 2016

(d) Number of Sions. Any display(s) contained within a single frame, framework,
cabinet or integrated background shall be counted as one (1) sign. Multiple sign
displays on a single freestranding framework are counted as one sign and are
allowed if all other requirements of this section are satisfied.

(e) Maintenance. Reoair and Aooearance. All signs shall be maintained in good
repair and appearance. No sign, flag or banner, whether temporary or
permanent, shall be tom, ripped, tattered, or in disrepair.

(0 Location of Sions. Signs located on private property:

(1) Shall not extend across property lines into adjacent property or public
rig hts-of-way or easements;

(2) Shall be setback a minimum of 5 feet from any property line;

(3) Shall not be located in a manner that would create a hazard for traffic or
pedestrians;

(4) Shall not, for a freestanding sign, be located within 75 feet from any
other freestanding sign or billboard, whether on or off the site; and,

(5) Shall be prohibited within any special flood hazard area as defined by
any adopted flood control plan and within 300 feet of the centerline of the
Truckee River.

(g) Wall Sions. Wall signs shall not extend above the wall or surface of the building
frontage to which they are attached and shall not project more than 1 foot from
the wall.

(h) Roof Sions. Roof signs shall meet all of the following criteria:

(1) Shall not exceed 4 feet in vertical dimension;

(2) Shall not extend above the upper edge of the roof, below the lower edge
of the roof, or beyond any other terminating edge of the roof;

(3) Shall be constructed separately from the roof surface;

(4) Shall be mounted perpendicular to level grade and parallel to the nearest
horizontal roof line; and,

(5) Shall have all supports enclosed or othenryise made not visible from a
public roadway.

(i) Proiectino Sions. Projecting signs are permissible subject to the following
criteria:

(1) The sign shall not extend above the wall or other surface to which it is
aftached.

(2) The sign shall not be attached to or located above a roof and must be
attached perpendicular to a vertical surface.

Washoa County Development Cde
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Maximum Heioht of Freestandino Sion. A freestanding sign shall be measured
from the finish grade except if a fteestanding sign is located adjacent to a public
roadway and the edge of the roadway is above the grade where the sign is
located, then the freestanding sign will be measured from the grade of the road
at the edge of pavement. lf a sign is subject to NRS 278.0213 (outdoor
advertising structures obstructed by noise abatement improvements), the
Director may authorize an adjustment of the height or relocation of the sign as
provided in Table 505.1 and only to the extent consistent with the provisions of
that statute. Decisions of the Director may be appealed to the Board of
Adjustrnent, per Micle 912 of the Washoe County Development Code.

Established Princioal Use Tvoe Reouired. Except for signs regulated under
Section 110.505.10, Mobile and Temporary Signs, no sign shall be erected or
located on a property unless the propefi has an established principal use type
pursuant to Section 110.505.20.

Sign Restrictions. Except for signs regulated under Section f f0.505.65,
Billboards, and except for non-commercial signs, all other slgns must meet
the following restrictlons :

(f) The sign shall display only messages that identify, advertise or
direct attention to a business, activity, product, service or interest
of a person located on the premises where the sign is located.

(21 The use of the sign is allowed only as long as the principal use type
on the site remains active. Upon discontinuance of the principal use
type, the sign shall be immediately removed."

(3) Revenue shall not be collected for messages displayed on the sign"

lllumination standards for sions that do not include electronic messaoe disolavs.
Signs which include electronic message displays are govemed by Section
110.505.30. For all other signs, (including freestanding and building signs) the
following illumination standards apply:

(1) No sign may use beacons, search lights, strobe lights, exposed light
bulbs which are not shielded toward the sign face, blinking or flashing
lights, or any form of lighting that would impair the vision of a driver on
any roadway. No sign may use any form of illumination that would impair
the effectiveness of any Official Sign.

(2) Signs that face and are within 100 feet of any properties which have a
residential regulatory zone or are actually used for residential purposes
must use only indirect lighting cast upon the sign from an extemal light
source that is shielded from direct view and shall comply with all light and
glare standards as set forth in Section 110.414.21, Light and Glare, of
this Code.

(k)

(l)

(tXn)

Washoe County Davelognent Cde
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Ihaft Sign Code - January 2016

Table 505.1 Permanent Sign Regulations by Principal Use Type of Sites

Freeshndlng
Slons

Eulldlng
Slons

Prlnclpal Use
Tvoe of
s'tieso'

Max
Number per

Slte

Max
Helght

Max
SIze per

Slgn

Max SUn
Area per

Slto

ilax Numbor
per Slte or
Buslness
Froniaoe

Max Slgn
Area por
Buslnees
Frontaoa

Residential-
Single Family

1 per
residential

dwellino unit

4 feet 4sf 4sf 1 per
residential

dwellino unit

4sf

Residential-
Multifamily &
Man. Home

Parks

1 per
residential

dwelling unit

4 feet 2sf 2sI 1 per
residential

dwelling unit

2sf

Limited
Commercial

1 6 feet 16 sf 16 sf 1 per parcel
or BF

16 sf

Commercial
and Retail 1 per site

frontage

20 feet or
Up to 30
feet with

APP)

120 sf or
Uo to 200

st witn aP(2)

1 sf for
each 1

foot of
LSF

2 per BF up
to 4 for any
business or
occupant.

2.5 sf for
each 1 foot

of BF

Recreation
and Travel 1 per site

frontage

20 feet or
Up to 30
feet with

APE'

120 sfor
Uo to 200

st witn AP(2)

1 sf for
each 1

foot of
LSF

2 per BF up
to 4 for any

single
business or
naar tnent

2.5 sf for
each 1 foot

of BF

Regional
Recreation,
Travel and

Tourism

1 per site
frontage

20 feet or
Up to 45
feetwith
SUP(3)

120sforup
to 300 sf

with AP or
over 300 sf
uo to 450 sf
*tn sup(3)

l sffor
each foot
of LSF or

as
approved
bv SUP

2 per BF up
to 4 for any

single
business or
occupant.

5 sf for
each foot of

BF

Manufacturing
Warehousing
and lndusfry

1 per site
frontage

20 feet or
Up to 25
feet with

APG}

120 sf or
Uo to 200

sf with APP)

1 sf for
each foot

of LSF

2 per BF up
to 4 for any

single
business or
oer:uoanl-

1 sf for
each 100 sf

of GFA

Agricultural 1 6 feet 16 sf 16 sf 1 per building 16 sf

Civic 4 per site
unless

otherurise
determined
uv ang6veo

6 feet 80 sf for
one sign;

40 sf for all
other signs

120 sf;
Over 120

sf reouires
APE)

2 per BF up
to 4 for any

single
occupant for

all non-
residential

ilc6s

120 sf;
Over 120 sf

reouires
APE)

GFA = Gross Floor Area; I,SF : Linear Site Frontnge;; BF : Business Frontuge s.f. = square feet,AP : Administrative
Permit; SUP = Special Use Permit; "'The principal use tyrys are defined in Section I 10.505.20 ;'''Administrative
PermitrequiredpursuanttoSection 110.505.40.1"'RegionalRecreation,TravelandTourismusesmayapplyfora
Special Use Pennitfor afreesanding sign that exceed the size limits of this nblefollowing the provisions of Section
r r0.505.40

Washoo County Develogrant Me
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Table 505.2 Temporary Sign Regulations by Principal Use Type

Section 110.505.20 Principal Use Tvpes of Sites. These principal use tvoes onlv applv to
Article 505:

(a) Residential - Sinole Familv: 'Residential - Single Familf refers to properties
containing single family uses on individual residential sites. This use type also
refers to properties that allow single family uses but are currently vacant for the
purpose of erecting a temporary sign.

(b) Residential - Multi Familv and Manufactured Home Parks: "Residential -
Multifamily & Manufactured Home Parks' refers to individual units within a multi-
family complex.

(c) Limited Commercial: "Limited Commercial' refers to uses that generate minimal
traffic require limited sign visibility and are typically located within residential
districts. These use types include, but are not limited to: Family Daycare, Large
Family Daycare, Group Care, Dog Training Services, custom manufacturing and
Bed and Breakfast lnns.

(d) Commercial and Retail: "Commercial and Retail' refers to all uses identified in
Table 110.302.05.3, Commercial Use Types, of this Code that have not been

Tsmpotary
Slons

Princlpal Use Type of Sltes(r'
MAI
Size

MAI
Numbar

Max
llalaht(3)

Front Yard
Setbacda)

Residential-Single Family- Less than 2
acres

6 sf per unit 1 per residential lot 6 feet 5 feet

Residential - Single Family - Between 2 acres
and less than '10 acres

16 sf 1 per residential lot 6 feet 10 feet

Residential - Single Family - 10 acres or
oreater

32 sf 1 per residential lot 6 feet 15 feet

Residential - Multifamilv & Man. Home Parks 2 sf per unit 1 oer residential lot 6 feet 5 feet

Limited Commercial 16 sf 1 oer oarcel or bf 6 feet 10 feet

Commercial and Retail 32 sf 1 oer oarcel or bf 6 feet 10 feet

Recreation and Travel 32 sf 'l oer oarcel or bf 6 feet 1O feet

Reoional Recreation. Travel and Tourism 32 sf 1 oer oarcel or bf 6 feet 10 feet

Manufacturino. Warehousino and lndustrv(z) 32 sf 1 oer oarcel or bf 6 feet 10 feet

Aoricultural 32 sf 1 oer oarcel 6 feet 10 feet

Civic 32 sf 1 oer oarcel or bf. 6 feet 10 feet
bf= Business Frontage; sf= squarefeet; t') The principal use types are defined below in Section I 10.505.20; t')

One additional.lgmporary sign up to 100 sf may be mounted ta the side of.a building if the building is 25,000 sfor
larger in size. t') The maximum height applies to freestanding signs only. e If the sign does not exceed six square
feet than the front vard setback shall be 5 feet offthe orooertv line.
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specifically identified within another defined principal use type within this section.
This principal use type also includes Hospital uses.

Recreation and Travel: "Recreation and Travel' refers to lodging and
entertainment uses. Such use types include , but are not limited to Commercial
Campground Facilities/RV Parks, Destination Resorts, lndoor Entertainment,
lndoor Sports and Recreation, Outdoor Sports and Recreation, Outdoor
Entertainment, Hotels and Motels, Condominium Hotel, Hostels and Vacation
Time Shares.

Reoional Recreation. Travel and Tourism: "Regional Recreation, Travel and
Tourism' refers to large'scale entertainment uses intended to attract crowds of
1,000 people or more per event and also include unlimited gaming facilities that
attract visitors from both inside and outside of the immediate region of Washoe
County. Such use types may include: Casinos with Unlimited Gaming and
Outdoor Entertainment venues.

Manufacturino. Warehousino and lndustrv: "Manufacturing, Warehousing and
lndustr/ refers to all use types identified in Table 110.302.05.4, lndustrial Use
Types, of this Code, with the exception of custom manufacturing use types, that
have not been specifically identified within another deftned principal use type
within this section.

(h) Aqricultural: "Agricultural" refers to uses that primarily involve agricultural
activities. This category includes all uses identified in Table 110.302.05.5,
Agricultural, of this Code, as well as Commercial Stables, Veterinary Services -
Agricultural and Wholesale Nursery Sales.

(i) @!c:'Civic'refers to all uses types identified in table 110.302.05.2, Civic Use
Types, of this Code, with the exception of family daycare and large family
daycare use types, that have not been specifically identified within another
defined principal use type within this section.

Section 110.505.25 Specialtv Siqns. ln addition to the signs permissible in Table 505.1, one
directory and one area identification sign shall be allowed per entrance as described below:

(a) Directorv Sions. Directory signs are permanent signs and shall be permitted at
major entrances to residential, commercial, industrial or office complexes to
identify occupants, addresses or building numbers for the convenience of visitors
and to facilitate emergency services. Directory signs shall not exceed 6 feet in
height. No more than 3 square feet shall be devoted to any single occupant.
Directory signs shall be included in allowable sign-area limit computations and
when calculating the number of signs on a site.

(b) Area ldentification Sions. Area identification signs are permanent signs and shall
be permitted at major entrances to neighborhoods, subdivisions, residential
complexes, shopping centers, and office or industrial complexes. Area
identification signs shall not exceed 6 feet in height, nor 64 square feet in area
and shall not be included in allowable sign-area computations or when
calculating the number of signs on the site.

(c) Window Siqns. Window signs are not subject to the sign area or number
limitations of this Article. The total area of all window signs in a business frontage
shall not exceed 25 percent of the total area of all windows of that business

(e)

(0

(g)

Page il&ll
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frontage. Permits are not required for any window signs. The maximum size for
any illumunitated window sign shall be three (3) square feet. Window signs are
prohibited on the exterior of a window.

Sectlon 110.505.30 Electronlc Messaoe Dlsolav Slqns. All electronic message display (EMD)
signs shall require the approval of an administrative permit by the Board of Adjustrnent; or a
special use permit by the Board of County Commissioners if the EMD is a Regional Recreation,
Travel and Tourism sign over 300 square feet in size. An EMD shall meet the following criteria
unless otherwise approved by the Board of County Commissioners by means of a special use
permit:

(a) EMDs shall contiain static copy only.

(b) Static copy on the EMD must be displayed for a minimum of 2e 8 seconds with
instantaneous transition from one message to the next.

(c) Each EMD shall meet the standard building setback requirements of Article 406,
Building Placement Standards, of this Code for the regulatory zone in which the
sign is proposed to be located.

gavellan€€r

An EMD shall not be placed within 200 feet from any residential regulatory zone
property line.

An EMD shall not be placed within 200 feet from any other EMD.

An EMD shall only be located on properties with regulatory zones of General
Commercial (GC), Tourist Commercial (TC), Neighborhood Commercial (NC),
and lndustrial (l) on parcels one acre in size or larger or on properties with
regulatory zones of Public/Semi-Public Facilities (PSP) and Parks and
Recreation (PR) that are ten acres or larger in size. Only one EMD shall be
allowed per site.

A freestanding EMD sign structure shall not exceed S12 feet in height and shall
be a monument sign as defined at Section 110.505.70, Definitions, unless the
EMD is placed on a property with a Regional, Recreation, Travel and Tourism
use type.

Within the General Commercial (GC), Neighborhood Commercial (NC) and
Industrial (l) regulatory zones, an EMD shall only be allowed within a Commercial
Center as defined at Section 110.304.25(0 of this Code.

An EMD shall not exceed 50% of the allowable sign display area of signs allowed
on any site per this Article and an EMD shall not exceed a maximum of 120
square feet in size.

EMDs shall not operate at brightness levels of more than 0.3 foot candles above
ambient light, as measured using a foot-candle meter at a pre-set distance. The
pre-set distances to measure the foot-candles is calculated using the following
formula: Measurement Distance =

J@

(e)

(0

(g)

(h)

(i)

0)

(k)
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The measurement distance can be rounded to the nearest whole number.

(l) All permitted EMDs shall be equipped with a sensor or other device that
automatically determines the ambient illumination and shall be either
programmed to automatically dim according to ambient light conditions, or
manually adjusted to comply with subsection (k) above.

(m) All special use permit or administrative permit applications for EMDs shall include
a statement by a licensed engineer certiffing that the lighting will comply with the
lighting standards of this Article and Code.

(n) EMDs shall not be allowed within any designated scenic conidor or scenic byr,vay
as identified in either state statute, or in Wasohe County Code or Master Plan.

(o) llluminationMeasurementCriteria:

(1) The illuminance of an EMD shall be measured with a light meter set to
measure footcandles accurate to at least two decimals.

(2) llluminance shallbe measured with the EMD off, and again with the EMD
displaying a solid white image for a full color capable EMD, or a solid
message for a single-color EMD. Measurements shall be taken one hour
after sunset.

(3) All measurements shall be taken facing the sign structure with the light
meter pointed at the center of the EMD and measured from the edge of
the travelway of the nearest public roadway or at the property line of any
residential reg ulatory zone.

Sectlon 110.505.35 Prohiblted Siqns. The following types of signs and displays are prohibited:

(a) Signs which constitute ahazard to traffic, motorists or pedestrians.

(b) Signs that block visiblity from any intersection or driveway,as identifted in Article
110.412.30, Public Safety, of this Code.

(b) Signs which produce odor, sound, smoke, flame or other emissions.

(c) Signs which imitate or simulate official signs, or which use blinking or intermittent
lights resembling danger or waming signs.

(d) Strobe lights or any moving beam of light.

(e) Signs on public property or rights-of-way; signs attached to utility poles, street-
light standards, trees or fences, except as provided for at Section 110.505.10
(Mobile and Temporary Signs) and Section 110.505.60 (Signs on Public and
Utility Property) of this Article.

(0 Moving signs, including wind signs and signs moved by forced air.

(g) Verticalsailsigns.

(h) Signs prohibited by any other Washoe County Code provision.

Washoe County Davelopmont Cde
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(i) Any billboard that is not identified on the most cunent billboard inventory list as
adopted by resolution by the Board of County Commissioners.

Sectlon 110.505.rO Permlts and Enforcement.

(a) A permit is required to be issued by Washoe County Building and Safety Division
for the construction of any new permanent sign over 4 square feet in size and for
the repair of existing signs other than routine maintenance. Sign permits shall be
issued within 60 days from the date of submission of an application meeting all
applicable provisions of the Washoe County Code.

(1) lt is unlawfulto erect or keep a permanent non-exempt sign whose sign
display area exceeds four square feet without first obtaining a sign permit
from the Washoe County Building and Safe$ Division. A sign permit is
required afler an Administrative Permit or Special Use Permit is
approved by Washoe County as provided below.

(2) An application for a sign permit must be on forms provided and describe
the location, sign display area and dimensions of the sign, and the
physical characteristics of the sign (including illumination), and must
include a listing of the location and display area of all other signs on the
site. lf the sign structure requires a building permit under the Washoe
County Building Code, plans and specifications of the structure must be
included. The fee established by resolution of the Board of County
Commissioners must accompany the application.

(3) A sign permit shall be issued if the proposed sign complies with this
Article, and the sign structure complies with all applicable building codes.

(4) lf a decision on an application for a sign permit is not made and
communicated to the applicant within 60 days ftom receipt of complete
application (meeting all applicable provision of this Code) and fees, the
sign permit is deemed approved, unless othenrise agreed between the
applicant and the approving authority.

(b) Administrative Permit. Except for exempt signs or signs governed by
110.505.40(c), an administrative permit pursuant to Micle 808 of this Code,
Administrative Permits, approved by the Board of Adjustment shall be required
pursuant to the provisions of Table 505.1 for any permanent sign. ln addition to
the findings required by Micle 808, Administrative Permits, the Board of
Adjustment must find that the proposed sign complies with all the requirements of
this Article.

(c) Special Use Permit for Reoional Recreation. Travel and Tourism Sions. A
Special Use Permit pursuant to Micle 8'10, Special Use Permits, of this Code
may be granted by the Board of Gounty Commissioners to increase the size and
height, as is othenvise allowed in Table 505.1, for one freestanding sign, for each
'Regional Recreation, Travel and Tourism' development. Before granting a
special use permit, the Board of County Commissioners shall make all the
findings required by Article 810 and all of the following findings:

(1) The freestanding sign is located immediately adjacent to an interstate
highway having at least four travel lanes.

Washoe County Development Cde
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The freestanding sign is located within % mile of an exit providing access
to the Regional Recreation, Travel and Tourism or Unlimited Gaming
development from the interstiate highway.

There is only one freestanding sign exceeding 300 square feet within %
mile of any exit providing access to a "Regional Recreation, Travel and
Tourism' development, from the interstate highway.

The freestanding sign is located on the same parcel of land or a parcel of
land directly adjacent to the'Regional Recreation, Travel and Tourism'
development.

That the parcel upon which the freestanding sign is located has a
regulatory zone of lndustrial, General Commercial or Tourist
Commercial.

That all other applicable sections of the Development Code and this
Article are met.

(7) The special use permit has been conditioned to require removal of the
freestanding sign upon discontinuance of the 'Regional Recreation,
Travel and Tourism" principal use type.

(8) That approval of the special use permit for the enlarged sign will benefit
the general welfare of citizens of Washoe County.

(9) The treestanding sign shall not be located within 500 feet from any
residential regulatory zone.

(d) Enforcement. The Director may commence any enforcement proceeding
authorized under Article 910, Enforcement, of this Code regarding any sign which
is not consistent with any of the provisions of this Article.

Section 110.505.45 Continued Use and Maintenance of Nonconformino Outdoor
Advertisino Displavs and Framework. lf a sign is a 'nonconforming outdoor advertising
structure' as defined by, and within the meaning of, NRS 278.0215, the provisions of Sections
110.505.50 and 110.505.55 shall apply to the sign in the same manner as those sections would
apply to any other non-conforming sign under this Article except:

(a) lf removed, the displays and framework may not be relocated to another site;
and,

(b) To the extent that any provision in this Code conflicts with state statute,
Nonconforming Outdoor Advertising structures are subject to the requirement
that compensation must be paid if the sign is ordered removed or routine
maintenance is not authorized as provided in that statute.

Section 110.505.50 Gontinued Use and Maintenance of Nonconformino Sisns.

(a) Use and routine maintenance authorized. A non-conforming sign or a
nonconforming outdoor advertising display and framework may be used and
maintained in accordance with this section until the right is terminated as
provided in section 110.505.55.

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)
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No chanqes. A nonconforming sign shall not be changed to an EMD and there
must be no change in the size, height, location or materials, and no
enhancement to the nonconforming sign.

Confonnance with aoolicable law. The nonconforming sign must have complied
with and must continue to comply with all requirements that were in effect at the
time the sign was erected including any requirements in any special use pennit,
variance, or other approval for the sign or the use of land.

Maintenance reouired. Maintenance can and must be regularly performed on all
nonconforming signs so that they are kept in good and nonhazardous condition
in accordance with standards set out in this Article. A building permit may be
required before repairs or maintenance are performed.

Section 110.505.55 Terminatlon of Nonconformino Use/Maintenance Riohts. A
nonconforming sign shall be removed or brought into conformity with this Article when any of the
following events or circumstances occurs.

(e)

Destruction. Destruction or damage of a nonconforming sign in excess of 50 per
cent of its material structural value as a result of :

(1) A natural disaster, including, without limitation, a fire, flood, earthquake,
windstorm, rainstorm, and snowstorm; or,

(2) An event that is within the control of the owner of the sign.

A nonconforming sign damaged by an act of third party vandalism or other cause
beyond the control of the owner of the sign may be repaired. Proof of vandalism
in the form of a Washoe County Sheriffs report must be submitted to Washoe
County.

Termination of lease or rioht to use land. A nonconforming sign shall be removed
or brought into conformance upon the expiration or termination of any land lease,
license, or other right to use the land on which a nonconforming sign is located.

Abandoned Sion. A sign shall be determined to be abandoned when there has
been no copy displayed for 12 months. A notice shall be sent to the property
owner stating that the sign is apparently abandoned and that they have 30 days
to remedy the problem, by coming into conformance with the Development Code.
After that time period, removal of the sign will be enforced as provided in Article
910, Enforcement, of this Code.

Development or redevelooment of land. lf property is being developed or
redeveloped with a new or a changed use(s), a public hearing is required before
a sign may be ordered to be removed.

Discretionarv Aooroval(s). lf an existing sign is not in compliance with the
provisions of a discretionary action such as a special use permit, variance, etc.,
the Director may order the sign removed or brought into compliance. Orders of
the Director are subject to appeal pursuant to Section 110.912.10 of this Code.

(b)

(c)

(d)

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
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(0 Hazard. As determined by the Director, after consultation with a licensed
professional engineer, that a nonconforming sign has become a public safety
hazard, the Director may order repairs or removal as follows. Orders of the
Director are subject to appeal pursuant to Section 110.912.10 of this Code.

(1) Repairs. The Director may order repairs to the nonconfonning sign if in
the reasonable judgment of the Director, the cost of the repairs would be
less than 50 per cent of the sign's material structural value. To the
eilent necessary to remove the hazardous condition, the Director may
order a change in the size, height, location or materials used in the
nonconforming sign, but shall not order any enhancement to the
nonconforming sign that increases illumination and/or the visual effect of
the sign.

(21 Removal. The Director may order removal of the sign if, in the
reasonable judgment of the Director, the cost of repairs would exceed 50
per cent of the sign's material structural value, or if repairs are ordered
and the order is not complied with.

Section 110.505.60 Siqns on GounW Prooertv.

(a) Sions Prohibited. No person may erect a sign on or over real or personal
property, easements or rights-of-way owned by Washoe County unless
exempted pursuant to Section 110.505.0S(b), Exemptions.

(b) Removal. Any sign found erected contrary to the provisions of this section shall
be removed by Washoe County. Advance notice of removal need not be given.
The removed signs must be stored for thirty (30) days. During that period, the
sign must be made available to the owner and must be returned upon payment of
the cost incurred in the removal.

(c) Additional Reoulations for Sions on Countv Prooerfu. Unless othenarise prohibited
by law, any person may carry any flag, any hand held sign and any sign wom on
clothing:

(1) Anlnarhere in the Washoe County administration complex;

(2) ln any Washoe County building, parking lot or area adjacent to any
Washoe County owned or occupied building;

(3) ln any Washoe County park; or,

(4) ln any other part of a Washoe County property that is considered a
"traditional public forum" as defined by controlling law.

Othennise, only Washoe County may place a sign on any property, right of way
or easement owned or occupied by Washoe County. The Washoe County
Manager or any person or persons designated by the County Manager may
authorize a County sign to be placed on Washoe County property for locational,
directional, traffic control or public safety, health and welfare purposes. Any
other sign must be authorized by the Board of County Commissioners.

Section 110.505.65 Billboards. Billboards are signs larger than 450 square feet in size and/or
are identified on the most current billboard inventory as adopted by resolution by the Board of
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County Commissioners and maintained by the Community Services Department, Planning and
Development Division. Signs on the billboard inventory are legal nonconforming billboards as
these billboards do not comply with the standards established in table 505.1 of this Article.
Additionally, all such billboards shall comply with Sections 110.505.45, 110.505.50 and
110.505.55 of this Article. The Director of the Planning and Development Division shall maintain
and modifu the approved billboard inventory to reflect changes in jurisdictions (i.e. annexations,
rollback of sphere of influences, etc.) and removed billboards.

Sectlon 1 10.505.70 Deflnltlons.

Area ldentification Sion. "Area identification sign' means a permanent sign used to identify a
neighborhood, subdivision, commercial or office complex, industrial district or similar distinct area
of the community.

Billboard. "Billboard' means any sign larger than 450 square feet and/or identified in the most
cunent billboard inventory list as maintained by the Washoe County Community Services
Department. The total number of permifted billboards is determined by the most cunent billboard
inventory adopted by resolution by the Board of County Commissioners and maintained by the
Washoe County Community Services Department.

Buildino Frontaoe. "Building frontage" means the length of the face or wall of a completely
enclosed building which fronts directly on a public roadway.

Buildinq Siqn. Refer to'wall sign'.

Business Frontaoe. "Business frontage' means the length of the ground floor building frontage
occupied by an individual building occupant. An occupant may have more than one (1) business
frontage if it occupies building ftontage facing on two (2) or more public roadways.

Coov. 'Cop/ means letters, numbers, language, symbols or pictures.

Directional Sion. "Directional sign' means a permanent sign which directs the flow of traffic or
pedestrians.

Director. 'Directof means the Director of the Planning and Development Division of the
Community Services Department of Washoe County or his/her designee.

Directorv Sion. 'Directory sign' means a sign, or a group of signs designed as a single display,
which gives information about the location of businesses, buildings or addresses within a
residential, offtce, commercial or industrial complex.

Electronic Messaoe Displav (EMD). "Electronic message displa/ means a sign that is capable of
displaying words, symbols, figures or images that can be electronically or mechanically changed
by remote or automatic means.

Erect. "Erect" means to arrange, build, construct, attach, hang, paint, place, suspend, affix or
othenrvise establish a sign.

Flashino Sion. "Flashing sign' means a sign which uses blinking, flashing or intermittent
illumination or light reflectors, either direct, indirect or intemal.

Freestandino Sion. 'Freestanding sign' means a sign which is supported by its own framework
apart from a building and which is not regulated as a billboard.
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Gross Floor Area. 'Gross floor area' means the total horizontal areas of all enclosed floors of a
building, including cellars, basements, mezzanines, penthouses, conidors, and lobbies from the
exterior face of exterior walls, or from the centerline of a common wall separating two building,
but excluding any space with a floor-to-ceiling height of less than 6 feet 6 inches.

Heioht of Sion. 'Height of sign' means the vertical distance from the topmost part of a sign to the
finish grade at the base of the sign.

Holidav Decoration. "Holiday decoration' means any display commonly associated with a local,
state, national or religious holiday, and which is not left in place for more than forty-five (45)
consecutive days during any single observance.

Linear Site Frontaqe. "Linear site frontage' means the linear dimension of a sile abutting on a
public roadway.

Material Structural Value. "Material structural value' means the cost of labor and material
necessary to erect a sign. The terms does not include any revenue or expenses related to the
lease of real property upon which the sign is located.

Maximum Sion Displav Area. "Maximum sign display area' means the total sign display area
permitted per Table 505.1.

Mobile Sion. "Mobile sign' means a sign supported by a sign framework that is mounted on
wheels, skids or other device designed to make the framework conveniently movable or portable.
Mobile signs include vehicles, trailers and frameworks not structurally attached to the ground or a
building.

Monument Sion. "Monument sign' means a freestanding sign generally having a low profile with
little or no open space between the ground and the sign copy.
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LY
Movino Siqn. 'Moving sign' means any sign which includes visible moving or rotating parts or
beam of light.

Nonconformino Outdoor Advertisino Disolav and Framework. 'Nonconforming outdoor
advertising display and ftamework' as defined in NRS 278.0215(7).

Nonconforminq Sion. "Nonconforming sign' means a sign which was constructed or erected in
conformance with all applicable county ordinances and codes in effect on the date the sign was
first displayed but which does not conform subsequently because of a change to the County
codes or ordinance.

Official Sion. "Official sign' means any sign erected by or at the direction of a govemmental
agency.

Permanent Siqn. "Permanent sign' means any sign which is designed, constructed and affixed at
the site in such a manner that it cannot be conveniently moved from place to place.

Proiectinq Sion. 'Projecting sign' means a sign which is supported by a decorative bracket or
hanger and extends at right angles from the face of a building. This definition shall also include
any sign which, because of its shape or thickness, extends more than 12 inches from the face of
a building when mounted flat against the face of the building.

Public Roadwavs. 'Public roadways' means a street or highway that is improved, designed or
ordinarily used by the public for vehicular travel and which is shown upon any plat, subdivision,
addition, parcel map or record of survey of any county, city, town or portion thereof duly recorded
or filed in the offtce of the county recorder, and which is not specifically designated as a private
road or a nonpublic road.
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Reoair of a Sion. "Repair of a sign' means the replacement of ftamework and support material of
an existing sign with the same materialwith no change in the support system of the existing sign.

Residential Lot. "Residential lot' means any parcel of land or building used exclusively for
residential purposes. Residential lots may also include any accessory buildings, uses and exterior
space that are ancillary to the residential use.

Roof Sion. "Roof sign" means a sign painted on, supported by or attached to the roof or roof
structure of a building. This definition does not include a sign attached flat against the wall of a
penthouse, or other integral part of a building, which projects above the main roof.

Routine Maintenance. 'Routine maintenance" means normal repair and upkeep of the structural
integrity and appearance of a sign or outdoor advertising display framework. The term does not
include any increase in the size or height of the sign or sign framework or any addition or
enhancement to the the sign or sign framework that increases the visual effect of the display
and/or framework or increases the impact on the use of the land in that area around the display
and/or framework. Such improvements are classified as non-routine maintenance.

$!9. 'Sign' means (i) a device, including but not limited to a pennant, flag, vertical sail, wind
sign, forced air tube, sound speaker, or light whether or not it contains copy, displayed for the
purpose of attracting aftention, or (ii) a visual display of copy designed to identify, announce,
entertain, direct, advertise, or communicate information. lf the device or display is part of a sign
structure, the term "sign' includes the framework.

Sion Disolav Area. 'Sign display area' means the part or parts of the sign which contains copy.

Sion Framework. 'Sign framework' means those parts of a sign designed to support it in place
but does not include the area of the sign display.

S. "Site" means any parcel of land which includes any unit or contiguous units of land in the
possession of or recorded as the property of one person.

Temoorarv Sion. "Temporary sign" means any non-illuminated sign not designed to be
permanently attached to a building or structure, or anchored to the ground, and intended to be
displayed for a limited amount of time and then removed.

Vertical Sail Sions. "Vertical sail signs' means signs of varying shapes and sizes, single or
double sided, that are usually attached to a single pole, but may have a two pole design, that are
staked into the ground or weighted on hard surfaces, and that move in the wind. Commonly
referred to as flying banners, wind sail signs, feather flags, vertical flags, flutter flags or vertical
sail signs. Most are of fabric type material and can be used indoors but are primarily used
outdoors to promote retail establishments, grand openings or attract visitors from the roadway.
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Wall Siqn. "Wall sign' means a sign which is painted on, supported by or attached to a wall or
other vertical surface of a building.

Wind Siqn. nVind sign' means any sign, part of a sign or series of signs, designed or erected in
such a manner as to move when subjected to wind pressure or forced air.

Window Sion. '\ffindow sign' means any sign that is placed inside a window and is visible from
the exterior of the window.
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WORKTNG COPY
INFORI{ATION O![LY

REGULAR TEXT: NO CHANGE IN LANGUAGE

ffi: DELETE LANGUAGE

BOLD TE]CT: NEW I.A}IGUAGE
***********************************************************

Notice: Per NRS 2398.030, this document does not contain personal information as defined in NRS
603A.040

stMtARy: aa ordir'aac-o ameqdir.g wasboe couaty code, chapter 770,
DeweTogmeat Code to amead ArticJe 500 - Sigins: Title
aad Coateats; to r.egtrlove ArticJ.e 502 - BiTIboard
ReguJatjoas aad ArticJe 504 - Siga ReguJ,atioas; aad to
adopt aew ArticJ.e 505 (Sigla Reqilatioos) . .

BILL NO.

ORDINANCE NO.

An ordinance amending the Washoe County Code at_Chapter 110
(Development Code) to amend Art,icle 500 Signs: Tit1e and
Contents; to remove Article 502 Billboard Regulations and
Article 504 Sign Regulatlons; and to adopt new Arti-cle 505
(Sign Regulations)

WHEREAS:

A. Changes to Di-vision 5 (Signs) of the Washoe County
Development Code (Chapter 110) are desired to combine
billboard and sign regulations into one article and
simplify the regulations and i-mpose content neutrality to
sign regulations.

B. As authorlzed by lrf,ashoe County Code Section 110.818.05, the
Washoe County Planning Commission initiated amendments to
the Development Code for Divj-sion Five by Resolution on
Pebruary 3, 2015. The Planning Commission held a duly
noticed public Hearing for DCA1-4-009 on April 7, 201,5, and
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adopted a resolutj-on recommending adoption of this
ordinance.

C. Thls Commission has determined that this ordinance is being
adopted pursuant to requirements set forth in Chapter 278
of NRS, therefore is not a "rule" as defined in NRS 231.050
requiring a business impact statement.

THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY OF WASHOE DOES
ORDAIN:

SECTION l-. Division Five Signs , of the Washoe County Code and
articte SOO, Signs: Tit1e and Contents, of t,he Washoe County
Code, are hereby amended to read as follows.

Division Five - SiEns

CONTENTS

Page

Signs: Title and Contents 500-1

SigJlR€9Ul3tioJ'lE ,r,,rr,r,r,,r,r,,r,,r,r,,r,,,,,,,r,,rr--,rr,,,,,r-rr-r r,,,,,,r,r,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,r,,,,r,rr,,,r.,,,r,,r-,rr, 50 I 1

Sign Regulatlons 505-{

Article 500

SIGNS: TITLE AND CONTENTS

Sections:

110.500.00 Title
110.500.05 Gontents

Section {10.500.00 Title. Division Five of Chapter 110, Development Code, is entitled Signs.

Section 110.500.05 Gontents. Division Five consists of the following articles:

(a) ARTICLE 500 SIGNS: TITLE AND CONTENTS

(b) nRTtctE 502 BtttBenRD REGUt fleNS

(b) ARTTCLE 505 SIGN REGULATTONS
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SECTION 2. Article 502, Billboard Regulations,
County Code, ds previously adopted and proposed
in its entirety by the text provided in Section
Ordinance.

A,*iele50il

BILLBOARD REGULATIONS

Seetien+.

Miens
110,502.10 GeneralStanCarde
110.502-{5 Permite: General Requiremente
110.502-20 Permit lseuanee anC StanCarCs fer lrlew Signe
110.502-23 Bue Sheltens

f 10.502-30 GentinueC Use ef Neneenferming Signs
{10,502-35 Terminatren ef Right te Use Neneenferming Sign
110-502.40 Tetal Nsmber ef Off Premise Signs PermitteC in UnineorperateC Pertien ef

Wasneeeeun$
l{0-502-45 Cemmunity Develepment Direete/s and Ceunty BsilCing Offeial's Pewerc;

nielrt€f€ntef
{10,502-50 Building Permit leeuanee anC CenCitiens
{{0-502-55 Sign lnepeetien ard Respensibilitiee
Miens
{10.502,65 Substitutien Glause
{{0,502,70 Diseentinued BillbearC

faeilitate the remeval er replaeement ef neneenferming signs in erder te:

(1\ Prevent and relieve needless distraetien and elutter resulting frem exeessive and

@;

neralwelfare,

eing
the regien's eeenernl'te visiters te the area and previding useful publie serviee messages
@

of the V{ashoe
for replacement
4 of this

i@ien+
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env+reffrlent,thereby preteeting an impertant aspeeLef the eeenemy ef the Ceuntfwhieh
live, visit, vaeatien and trade while

(d) Eliminate hazards te pedestrians and meterists breught abeut by distraeting-signs,

previde{heir message te visiters and residents-

W

evis;ens ef thigarticle

essages; advertising eepy' aeeessery signs and similar displayq
tl'e purpese ef whieh is te sell entertainment, geede er serviees,

eeessarv supperts er u
ere+r€tuC€+

aing effieial ef Washo
@ies,

na-nay nave ene er morc
nsFertatien

Gemmunity DeveleBment

ig+
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ising'message er disPla,'

tttuminaea navertl ien
derived entirely frem an extemal artifieial seuree ananged se that ne direet rays ef light prejeet
interesidenees er streets,

eing
in

eenfermanee with all aFplieable leeal erdinanees er eedes in effeet-en the date a building pennit
is-i

waiver; eenditien ef zening er ether appreval fer the use ef land if; wherrthe speeial use permitt

was first appreved; the speeial use permit; eenditienal use Fermit' varianee-waiver' eenditien ef
zeni

Otf Premise Sisn er eu

i
preperty etner tfia ise-e
ereete4

Permanent Sign, "Pe
the nature and effeet ef its preBesed eempesitien; eenstruetien-nressage te be eanied er its

r eentinueus disp
(90)+alenCerday&

te a different suppert system (e,9, replaeement ef a lattiee suppert with a menepele).

ing+ign

Premisee, "Premises'

Pugfe franspertatl
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the land in the area areund the strueture,

@ffi sef
isinsffiage+

ising

er net they eenvey a speeifie advertising message,

added by Ord, 1019 previaiens eff, 6/5/98. Anended by Ord, 1151 previsiena eff, A/2U02;
Ord, 1184 previsier*eff, 1U2A/02; Ord,128& previsiene eff U2ff06,1

a, it shall be
t limietion

imper permit iesued pursuant te
this-a*iele,

ion, Struetures shall oensist
ef minimum guy wlre and iren er ether strueturalelements neeessary te eenferm b eede,

deleted and Seetien 110,5A2,10 entitle*'General Standards" added by Ord, 1019, previsiens
eff, il5/98, Amended by Ord, 1'lSl previeiene eff, 3/2U02,1

is
unlawful fer any persen te ereet enlarge; alter (exeept-fer nermal maintenanee er repair)

ffieial, exeept as previded in Seetien
u+5a223a

in
ie*

(4\ Name; address and telephene number ef the ewner ef the preperty, and a
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ising
A+sptay+r-struetu+e*

€entra€tori

prepe${e-whreh er upen whieh the advertising display is te be ereeted, ineluding
data shewing building and preperty frentages; and

in+

struetures+r+uilAingsi

(ii) The design size and tyBe ef materiale te be used;

(iii) The srze an4leeatien ef all en premise signs within fifU (50) feet ef either

ign

(d) a"oi^^a' t i^^^^e, On n"* nt 
"UU',a

eounqft

{*Aaea eV OA, tgtg ;

(a) Qi-a ^nz,l Haiah+ af Elillha^ri. lrlrrmhar af E^aac A hiJltwlrd qhAll + A ind

(1) A billbeard shall net exeeed thirty five (35Heet In heigftt abeve the grade ef the

@ign

@ie+
(3) Eaeh faee ef a billbeard may have a eut eut attaehed te the faee ef the signr the

( l) rtbillbeard ma}r- net eentain rnere than twe (2) sides en whieh a message is

twenty (20) degrees as measured frem the baek ef the strueture supperting the
siC€,
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(5) A billbeard may net be staeked uBen anether eff premise er
en-pr€mise€ign

(b\ e^^^i^^ D^'l"r" -^^+' A billbeard shalleenferm te the fellewing epaeing standards:

tne+eUewin+

eenferming er neneenferming billbeard reeated en the same side ef the
@

eenbrming er neneenferming billbear4leeated en an interseeting street

i

(iii) Fer the purpeses ef measuring the distanee between billbeards, the
ig+s-€r€

le€ate4.

(iv) Ne mere than twe (2) billbeards may exist at the interseetien ef-streets

ffi

iens
@

(S) Spa€inq frent-Resid
five hunCred (500) feet b an established residential regulatery zene that is Rurah

eeguleteryene$

te the fellewirg spaeing requirements frem streams, drainages and the Truekee
Riv€+

(i) rtbillbeard shall net be leeated within any streanFer drainage ehannel
where the sig+er advertisrng display might be deluged and swept under

struetur+

(ii) A billbeard shall net be leeated within three hundred (300) feet ef the

iver'

streel
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(e) I ^^^1i^^ D^^"i'^-^^i' A billbeard shall @nferm te the{ellewing leeatien requirements;

@;

@;
(v) fhat sertien of lr1le*

t+terseetien+$

interseetien with Red Reek Read anC nerth- ef the nerthem mest
i

580-]4IA+1=64

(vii) That pertien ef Nerth Mrginia Streetreeated seuthef the interseetien witlh

i

(viii) That pertien ef lnterstate 80 frernmile pest lR 080 WA 1,9E te lR 080
Um*SaFana

tne-Heneeun$-lin+

ing

(1) tighting ef the sign shall-be lew level-and indireet' ne strebe lighting er lighting
that weuld impair the visien ef a driver shall be pennitte4

+rame.areua++ne-sig+;

ign
fr€me

;

(5) Ne sign may have streamers' balleens, pennants, banners' er wind driven
ieni
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(8\ Ne sign er pertien ef a sign may simulate the appearanee ef an effieial sign; and

(9) N+sign may emit blinking lights that simulate a warming er step light,

(e) f,l^ \'^d^^^^ ia.€e

(0 of^hihi+i^h ^h +h^ tr'^^li^h ^f ru^i., aigh6 until all nen€onfgrming billboafds are
ien

fttAaea OV Ora, tUet p
Qrd, 1288, Brevieiene eff, 3/2{,46; 8r*tr 17*previsione eff, 1/1Ul2,1

(a) 6ff pramioa a,{rrar}ioing rli,lnt^y pefmitted, eff,*

(b\ I lmi+^fi^h ^h o^6i{+^,{ ^.h,^ili6in^ ni6^l^), The fellewing Shall apply te the afea that

ie

@

wirsh te beard a bus; ner shall advertising eepy ebstruet riders frem safely exiting
a+u$

she{ter{€€atio+

i
(SZlsquare+eefi+size,

(e) ri-il^ri^' ^r ^s D' -i'^ Qi^'^ The number ef bus shelters installed by a publiG

transpertatien eperator that may have advertising eepy shall net eeunt teward th+nurrber
ef eff premise signs permitted by Seetien 110,502, l0(a),

ien
ien

+1€^502J0(+

fiaaea BV era, t t C6,

ing€

ien
11€'5022U
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Ord, 1288, previsiena eff. g/2hA6J

ien

wind er ether natural eauses te an ext€nt less than fifty ene (54) pereent ef its

etea, f tne
ef

thi+-sedie+,-Sekhe-shall netify the ewner ef the sigrrwle shall give him/her written
ledge ewner's respensibilitfb pay allfees

i ig+
itilsati#aebry evidenee that the

@
is

kle
evi s maae regarding the

ing

repaip meets the definitien ef reutine
maintenanee as defined in this artiele,

@
(1) Prier te any reeenstruetien werk; the sign ewner prevides te the building effeial a

eemplete set ef as built plans detailing the size-height, leeatien ef the eunent

eff premise sign is eenstrueted; type elrnaterial te be used in the reeenstruetien
ef the sign; an4the antieipated dates ef reeenstruetien,

(2)-----Ne+hangtein the leeatien ef the sigrh ne ehange in the height ef the sign (exeept

size)'

(3) A netarized statement frem the sign ewner that ne inerease in value ef the sign
will be elairned in any future preeeeding+due te the reeenstruetien ef the sign,

(4)- A netarized statement frem the sign ewner aeknewledging that reeenstruethr ef
the sign dee+net affeet the terminatien ef the right te use the neneenferming sign

ircr
ine
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ndedby 0rd, 1152 Brevisisne effr 3/2U02;

(a) ^^ in-a+
ien

that the auilding and Safety Department er sueeeeding agene,' has deemed the sign
abandene4

wind er ethernatsral causes t€ an extent greater than fifty (50) percent ef its replaeement
value' as determined by a member ef the Arneriean lnstitute ef Real Estate Appraisers

hire-an-aepraiser-and aeknewledge ewne/s respensibility te pay all fees ineurred as a

pai+

ing

(C) o"hrr^ u^^-^^ a^^,,i. d A publie hearing befere the Planning Gemmissien shall be

pre.ese+aevetepment fer tn in
subseetien{e}aOeve,

(e) o^.^^^.ihiri1'r^' D^-^.'^l Responsibilih'for remeval of an abardened; nonoonfefrning
si ign-is
ee+struete4

WAee AV gra, tNet p ;

Seetien 110,502.4
lAlashse€esn$e

ins

unineerperated pertien ef Washee Geun9 shall net exeeed ene hundred nine t109) at
any+ne+im+
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enumerated in paragra^h (a) ef this seetienis determined by an invenbry eernplebd en
eated in the

in
ise

in
ment te the rnax sigf,g

ise
sig#ftreugh the provisl

gleverne4brtheleeatien stanCards errumerat€d in this art' le

Wiaiens ef, 6/5/9& Amended by Ord, 1151 previaiens eff, U2UA2;
Qrd, 1184 previsiens eff, 1U2AA2; Ord, 128& previeiens eff, 3/2t'06,1

ffi

iens_in
spaei
ten (10) pereent ef spaeing andheight limitatiens impesed by this artiele,

prevlsions-ef-thls-adk#er whenever the building effieial er Direeter ef Gemmunity

sign-is-le€ate+alall reas€nable tim ny duty impesed
@
(1) lf{he premises upen whieFthe sign is leeated are eeeupiedr#she shall first

€f---#{h+fremise+are uneeeupied' he/she shall first make a reasenable effert tra

aemana-en+ry,

lf sueh entry i+refused' the building effieial er Direeter ef Cemmunity Develeprnent er
@ry remedy previded by lawte seeure entry,

(e) tr^ir"'^ r^ D^-il tr^+^, Any ewner or oGcupant er any ether persen having €harge, Gare
er eentrel ef any building er premises whe fails er negleets' aft€r preper demand is made

fieaee AV OA, t0tg' p
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iens

verify eemplianee with any applieable laws undeF+reir jurisdietien, lf the Department ef
Gemmunity Develepment finds that the werk deseribed in an applieatien fer a building

regireme e been paid, a

days ef reeeipt ef the building permit applieatien ef any defieieneies ef infermatien
ieneies,

The applieant may then resubrnit the applieatien and will reeeive a deeisien-within twenty

Gemmunity Develepment Direeter lmve given autherizatbr fer any ehanges er
alteratie++

(b) Dr^^ 
^h^^L 

tr^^ Every persen whe applies fer a building permit under the previsiens ef
this artiele shall-submit te the Building and Safe$ Department with his/her applieatien a
plan-eheekJee established by the Beard ef Ceunty Gemmissieners,

(G) o^^i+ f,r"-h^"' ^d^"'' ^'^^" On granting a permit fer a billbeard, the building efft€ial

ign

speei it fer, er an appreval

give autherity te vielate er eaneel the previsiens ef this artiele er any ether-lar* shall net
t

(e) Q"'^^"i^' ^' D^"^^^li^^ The builCing effieial may, upen serviee ef a written netiee,

perm+g++issue+

(1) en the basis ef ineeneet infermatien supplied by the applieant; er

(2) ln-vielatien ef any state statuter an)' previsien ef this artiele er any ether
erainanee-er+egu{atien

iee-e+r

{tlaaee OV Ora, ffigi ;
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(a) r"^^^rr^^ Every advertising display er advertising strueture ereebd in the Geunty is

is
responsi pair and eemplianee with the
previsiens-e++nisa*ioe

ffiien+,

(a) D"^^^d""^ r^'\'i^l^+i^^' Any advertising.display er Etru€ture er€Gted or maintained, er
ie

a*i€le+

r Oireeter ef
Gemmunit!' Develepment shall deliver te the persen er persens invielatien ef this

+ng

reeeiBtc++n+netiee,

(2) UperFfailure ef the persens in vielati€n te eemply, the builCing efFt€ial er Direebr
ef eemmunity Develepment may issue te the persens in vielatien a eitatien te

reter a eepy ef tne
eitatien te tne Bistrl* m

ie--nuisanee
pursuanlte-€hapter 125 ef the Washo

(b) o^-^^r^' All remedies previded fer in this arti€le are eumulative and net exelusive, The

frem the respensibilities ef eeneeting eenditiens er remeving- prehibited sign displays and

(e) D^^^rlr^' Any persen vielatingrany ef the previsiens ef this artiele er any applieable
previsien+eftheUnifirrm Building eede is guilty ef a separate effense fer eaeh day er a
@ieh a vielatien ef any ef the Brevisiens ef this artiele is
eemrnitted; eentinued er pennitted; and upen eenvietien fer any suefi vielatien shall be
puishe4$y a fine ef net mere than ene theusand dellars ($1,000), er bFimprisenrnent
fer net mere than six (6) menths, er by beth fine and imprisenment,

U5/98, Arnende*by Ord, 115Z previsiens eff, U2UAQI

the eentrary; an" neneemmereial message may be substituted fer a eemmereial message en

fer any neneemmereial message en any billbear4^ermitted by this artiele,

fieAea eV g"a, ttAZ' Brwl
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Seetien{{0,502,7ffi

evea er resterea te us iF

tne Bireeter ef eernmun

Vear periea,

ing_eeeur+

ins
@

missing+

2 t'06,1

{Seetien 74A,5A23A enfitled "ENempt Advertieing Dirylaye"., Seetien 110,50?*35 entitled
"Prehibited-8igns" and $eetien 11A,50260 entitled 'Aweals Preeedure" addod by Qrd, 1019,

u02,1

SECTION 3. Article
Coder ds previously
entirety by the text

A#|G{€F504

SIGN REGULATIONS

504, Sign Regulations, of the Washoe County
adopted and proposed for replacement in its
provided in Sect j-on 4 of this Ordinance.

Seetiens,

110,504-00 Title; Effeeti Cenetruetien

110-504.10 Definitiene
110.504,15 General StanCards
110-50'l-20 Permits anC Enfereement
110.504,25 Regulated SigneiVarianee

igns
igns

l,l0,504,10 SigneRequiring a SpeelalUse Permit
110,504. 15 Speeial StanCards by Type ef Sign
{{0,50 !-50 Sfeeial StarCards by Zene
110-501-55 On Premise Sign Greditsi Ty^ee; Gemrutatbn,l{0.504-60 Neneenferming Signs
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igno
110-501-70 Signe en Publie anC Utility Preperty

,05, Purpese, These seetiens may net

preteetle+te+sigp+eenveying a eernmereial message than is given te a sign similarly situated

neemmereial eharaeter ef the eentent
mere strietry-nny amUigry

er questien shall be reselved by allewing a neneemmereial signthe sarne benefits, exemBtiens

e same restrietietrimpes

ien has net lawfulh' begun, but fer
whieh-a+applieatien has lseen made er fer whieh a permit ha+been issued, must eenferm te
th€s'He€ti€n$

$AAee UV AA, tgAq pr

Seetien {{0.504.05

ive

ie++

(1) lmpese standards en the number' size' he(rht and leeatien ef signs ether than

@

(ii) Safeguard and enhanee preperty values; and

atien ana enfpneeme
enr4renme+ aspeet ef the eeenemy ef the

ien
and+ra<le,

ing
sig+$

('l) lmpreve, enhanee and preserve the appearanee anC ether aesthetie qualities ef
t+eeeuntt

Page t7 of 58



(b) The types ef signs fer whieh a speeial use penrit is required have a pebntial

aAversety atfeeting the
e{rvirenm€ +

Wrevisiena eff, U28/9& Amended by Qrd-128& previsiens eff, U24/06,1

i

ive'

iee-en-a
si@eing+eesag+

ies
whieh identify; premete er advertise any preduet-serviee' business' institutien er interest ef any
Pefso+

time intended te allew the ewner te realze the value ef his investment in the sign,

ie-er

aAve+eing+es€ag+

i

i

givie gisptav, 'el

ie+

a{ecribed te them i
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ignr-a-€ign

geods er seryices fu ether transaetien iven+r

ig+

eemmunitv Bireeter ig+s
ivie

ergenizatiens-

ana whieh eenta eing-meesage,

whieh gives infermatien abeut the leeatien ef businessesr buildings er addresses within a

fhsninq Siqn, 'Fl

i

nenrestrieteg gaming liee
ieense

Height 'Height" m

lnAireeUttuminatien,'
ieu+

event++eeivity+

with air er gas whieh is used te attraet the attentien ef the publie; whether er net it displays any

eentained within a sign and net direetly visible frem eutside,
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ime+sien+
twelve-(12)-feet in vertieal dimensien whieh is used te previde surfaees fer the pesting ef
netiee+

graphiedesign&

a+uruin+

geam++light

iees,

NeneentermineSign, "N
the adeptien ef this artrele; er amendment+ therete' whieh weuld net be permitted under the

this-a#iel+

Omeiat Sisn, 'Officiats
egen€)r

gf Prernise Oireetiena
ig+

EillbeaC+

On+remise Sien, "On prc

Permanent Sien, 'Pe

Patien' asseeia ins-an
@
PertaOte Sign, "Peft

Off Premise Siqn €itr
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a eeeerative graeket er

the faee ef a building when meunted flat against the faee ef the building, but-shall net inelude a
in+

Preieet Sale Siqn- 'P
preperty in a residential' effiee' eemmereial er industrial prejeet

en the site where the sign is leeated; and whieh is under eenstruetien er has been substantially

ien=

neet Sign,-'Reef sig

ingrrwhieh prejeets abeve the main reef,

ing

eenveying an advertising message er afrraeting the attentien ef the publie, Thrs definitien
i

ieing
m€s8ege

ing-€r

ie+
@

erganizatien's/institutien's primary missien, Assistanee may be' but net limited te' funding,
equi@

femperarv Sign, 'Te ie€r

durability' intended fer displaHer less than ene hundred (100) days er enly until the seheduled

Page 2L of 58



fime ana femperaturc
eing

ig+

Watt Sien, qilVall sign
in+

fiaaea UV gA, rceS; p

(a\ ^rr^'^'^hr^ 
ei^^ ^" ^ Where the allewable sign area is a funetien ef business frentaget

" be eeunted in ealeulating the allewable

@

@

visible frern-an" ene (1) peint at eye level, Where an en premise sign eensists ef
i

in-a
frame er eabinet' the area ef the display shall be the average height ef the

i
m$s+bein€lud€4

sign€r€a;

(e) tttumOer ef Siqns

Teurist Gemmereial (TG) Regulatery Zene and General Gemmereial (GG) RegCatery
el

si@ing eocupant, !n the
igf,E

visible frem any ene (1) peint at eye level shall net-exeee#six (6\, Any advertising
display eentained within a shgle frarnei eabinet er integrated baekgreund shall eeunt as
ene (tfsign f a Aispl

+s

paragraph are satisfied

tuspenAeA+igns-
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@iers
(1) A speeial+se permit shall be required fer anyjreestanding sign strueture greater

than six (6) feet in height en a site less than ene (1) aere in size-and fer any

@in-e-xeess ef ene (t) ter ea
ing

si
(ZO)+eegin+eigfrt

sign-€redit$witheut a speeial
ferr is denred' previded that the height may net exeeed ten (10\ pereent ef the

ie+uisanee

ifer
pre

in
ien'

(g) t^'^ti ct " Wall signs marnot$den4abeve er beyend the wall er surfaee t€ whieh they

(h) D^^f ei^'

net exgne afeve tne u

etner+uUtiecrea,

ie++

(1) The sign may net extend abeve the wall er ether surfaee te whieh it is attaehe*

(i\ tr" ^

ign
i
si@

{Added by drd 1A34 prsvieiens erf. UZU98, Arnonded by Ord,128& previsiens eff, 3/2h86,1
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Seetien {10,504-2

persen-te-eree&-enlarge; alter er releeate any sigrwrtheut first having ebtained a sign

in*

lieant (ewner ef the sign),

( l) A plet plan shewing the beundaries ef the pareel en whieh the sign(s) is t+be

Parking, landseaping and ether site features shall alse be indieated,

ing

Wing+igr+s,

is
r€pr€sentative,

(e) r""^^^^ ^r D^^i+' When all requirements ef this artiele and the Washee Geunt', Gede

n+s+epresentative,

(d) tr^^' Fees fer sign pennits shall be based upen valuatiens and penalties eentained in
@

(e) '^'^^^+r^' Any sign whieh is subjeet te this artiele shall be inspeeted by Ceunty
i

ianee en a taeinea
applieatien' may iall,'ereebd
under a permit issued pursuant te a falsified apBlieatien may be erdered remeved at the
€wneds€xpe+se.

(g) tr^r^' ^-^^+ Any sign whieh is ereeted; altered, enlarged er releeated witheut +valid
sig+-pemit-is-€-vielatien ef thi6 ail
preeeCureeeontalneC in the Washee Ceunty Cede,

fiaAea AV eA, rceA; p

Seetien {{0-50'l- ianee

(a) All signs regulated by this artiele that are ereete4er leeated in the eeunty' whieh are net
is

ien
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ef signs are subjeet te Ghapter 100, Types ef signs whieh are net speeifieally mentiened

(b) The Direeter ef Cemmunity Develepment may' intris sele diseretien, permit variatiens net
ship is

shew+i+themanner required by Seetien 110,80 1,25, Findings, ef this eode,

tnAaeA ey Ora, tgeS; p

uUjeet lo speeial
ie

iens,

(a) Offieial traffie eentrel er regulatrory signs' signals er deviees, street name signs er ether
signs+equir€C+y{as+

(b) Changes in eepy er advertising display en an existing sign whieh de net alter the
ise

sigt mise sign te an eff premise sig+*

@i,ens,
igns,

(e) Memerialtablets; plaques er rnarkers ef brenze, stene er eenerete,

(D "epen"; "Glesed'; 'Ne Trespassing'; 'Waming' an*similar signs net exeeeding twe (2)
square+eeg

(g) Address numbers er platas and residential nameplate+

@

twenty (^0) feet high er tren (10) feet rnere than the permitted height fer a freestanding
sign-Sueh signs net exernpt

@

@ie+
(l) Signs whieh are leeated within a strueture and net visiblefrem a publie street, sidewalk er

aUey-eretnerpuUtiearea,

(m)-----Oireetienakig+s,

@igns,
(e\ Statrenary lights whieh illuminate a builCing er adjaeent greunds an4 Ce net direetly

i
i ign
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prenigite+

ians'

(b) Signs leeated within any stream er drainage ehannel,

prevideCj+ Seetien 110,504,45, Speeial Standards by T{^e ef Sign,

(d) Three dimensienal figures ef humans er animals,

(e) Signs whieh preduee eder' seund' smeke' flame er ether emissiens.

ing-er
i ing-sign$

atts' if rays ef light prejeet direetly
frem the seuree inte residenees er streets' er any meving beam ef light

@
(i) \Mnd signs' ether than these exempted,

€)+evin+sigr+s,

tneeea UV gA, rcaA, B

igns-ar€

(b) Signs whieh are integrated inte the arehiteetural design er a building and whieh weuld be

(d) Eleetrieally animated and flashing signs and eleetrenie variable message signs,

fiaAeA Oy AA, t$eg

Seetien {10.504 is+

(a) Mebile and pertable signs are permitted under the fellewing eenditiens;

ier
icn
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in
eenneetien with the business er ether aetivity er interest being advertised,

ime
te+i{ne

(b\ Direeter!'signs shall be permitted at majer enkanees te residential, eemmereial, industrial

eenveni iees, Direetery signs shall net
quare feet shall be deveted te any

si

(e) Gemmunity direetery signs shall be permitted at m4er entranees te an identifiable
eemmuniqdn+he€€unqft

(d) Direetienal signs net exeeeding twelve (12).square feet in area shall net be ineluded in

permifis-reguir€A

i igus-en

@
(0 Area identifieatien signs shall be permitted at m4er entrarees te neighberheedq

Are+identifieatien signs shall net exeeed six (C) feet in height, er ene hundred twen9
ei ign-ar€a
eemputatiens er when ealeulating the number ef signs en the iit€-A perrnitis required,

(g) Unless speeifiealll, required in this seetien; a permit is net required fer temperary signs, A

(4) The sign; if it is a eemmereial sign' eemplie+with the requiremen{s eiparagraphs
@ien

frem whieh the sign is visible by passing-met+rist+unless a builCing.i+se leeated
en tne premises as te prc in
whieh ease the sign may be attaehed te er meunted against the building,
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(h\ ln additien b the leeetien reqsirements ef paragraph (g) ef this seetien, ne person may
ereet a temperary eemmerc preperty unless:

(1\ The sign ie net mere than feur ( l) square feet

(3) The aggregate sign area ef all temserary eemmere&al signs en the premises is

temperary prejeet sales signs shall be allewed during the peried when a develeper er
in_a

ie
entranees te the preljeet area, lndividual signe may net exeeed ene hundred twen$ eight
(128) square feet er eight (8) feet in height, A sennit is required,

,ht and area limitatiens in paragraph (h) ef this

(1) sign net te exeeed thirty twe (32) Euare feet in size shall be allewed fer eaeh
stree++entage,

r6)

public,

(k) Additienal restrretiens en temporary residential real estate signs in area+$/ithin the
iu+irsdietien-ef{hefahe Regienal Planning Ageney are as fellews:

ign

in-area,

(ii\ ls plaeed inside a windew; er if ne windew is visible frem a publie street,
is-a*aeneg te a UuiHing, lf n

o
i
ffi

(l) A legeer a series ef leges may be pennanently affixed te ene (1) sig+ereeted e+the site
ef a nen prefit erganizatien er edueatienal institutien with the fellewing restrietiens:

pereen+ef+ne+etat-sigf,-er€a,
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(2) Animate4signs shall net display a lege as an animated message,

(3) The leges shall enly identiff supaerters ef the erganizatien er institutien,

(i) lf th+sign en whieh a lege er leges are te be affixed was ereeted prier te

te the Direeter ef eemmunit), Develepment the sup^erter+that the
erganizatien/institutien wishes te reeegnize and the prepesed leeatien ef
the leges en the sign priar te the affixing ef any lege* te an existing sign,

(ii\ lf a sign en whieh a lege er legesare t€ be affixed is te be ereet€d aft€r

time ef applieatie+fer a perrnit te ereet the sign,

(4) Sheuld the erganizatien/institutien physieall)' releeate frem, er physieally eease te

ef eessatien et eperatl

(m) The peilmeter wall ef an athletie field used primarilf b.' team+ssensered by nen prefit

tind er in frent ef a perimeter wall/fenee ef

advertising faees the playing field, Advertising may be leeated with the fellewing
r€stH€ti€ns+

stflJ€trrr€;

(9 fne aOvertising s
i
the-athletie$el4

fiaaea Oy OA, tgAg; o

ana{e}++ni+se*ien,

(1) Maximum height ef freestanding signs is the larger ef six (6) feet er height
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(2) Allewabl+sign area shall be as preved in Seetien 110,504,45, Speeial Standards
square

fee$

(b) Offiee uses permitted in Residential*egulatery Zenes:

e quarter (,75\ square feet per ene

(4\ Meving; animated er flashing signs are net allewed,

site+rentage,
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negutateryZenes

(1) Maximum height ef freestanding sign is ferty (40) feet,

(2) Allewable sign area shall be the larger ef five (5) Euare feet per linear feet ef

ig+E
whieh use lights te sirnulate er ereate the effeet ef metien and flashing signs are

ins-er-is
i
@igf,-ar€a,

(0 Uses permitted in lndustrial (l) Regulatery Zenes:

H00) square feet ef gres+fleer area er ene (1) square feet per linear feet ef site
frentage net te exeeeC ene hundred twenty eight (128) Euare feet per eeeupant,

ded by Qrd, 1 {74 previsiens eff. 1/1U12.1

Seetien 1{0-50'l- ien

(1) e"ff^* Q+''^+"" ln additie+ te the requirements ef paragraphs (2) and (3)' the
sigrFmust be suppert€d b
si@

witheut a speeial use permit (20 feet), Twenty (20) eredits may be used fer an
aaaitienaHrcestanains-sign

(3) er^' ^'^^ ^" ^r+ lf a billbeard te he remeved is mere than twenty five (25) feet
i@ hundred (200) Euare feet in sign area' sign area
eredits are allewed equalte the lawfully existing eff premise sign area, Ne mere
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than ene half (,5) ef the sign area eredits may be apnlied te any ene (1)

sign€r+Fo rted as fellews; Mo
single freestanding sign

twenty (20) bet in height and frfty (50) square feet in sign area,

ebtairsign eredits by the remeval ef lawfully existing billbearde and struetures if:

(i) A perpetual restrietive eevenant, seenie easement and agreement

@
(ii) All billbeards and supperting struetures are remeved in aeeerdanee with

@
ingle billbeard, ene half,(,5) ef the sign

are waivedr in whielt
sigr-area ereaig may Ue useA

egulabry Zene

fell€$rsi

(i) One and ene half (1,S)-square feet per lineal feet ef allewable business
frentage if fifty (50) te ene hundred (100)-hetel er metel reems are

(ii\ Three (3) square feet per lineal feet ef-allewable business frentage if

@ise*
(4) ln all regulatery zeneq-{he maximum height ef a freestanding sign may be

i
i ing-an

ign

(e) tr-^-^+i^^ r" - D^^"i" -^^+' To the extent a sign i+based en Gredits, it shall be

numOerana+effi

(d) 7" ^

ip

tnaaea Oy gra, tges

Seetien I10,50a- isn€"
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tha$

(1) Any neneenferming sign whieh is deelared a hazard by the administrater shall be
atice to the ewner ef the sign,

previsienso*nisaniele

ig+
i

(d) e^^^*r^^ Applieants fer new business Ioenses er fer renewals ef existing business
i+rg the size and leeatien ef

existing signs an4bui{dings en the premises where the business will be eenduet€d,

fiaaea OV gra, tAaS;

(a) o^-^"^l ^r ni'^^^+i^"^d Qi^^' Any Eign-er sign strueture whi6h has been disGentinued

igf,,

The Direetor ef Gemmunity Develepment may allew a diseentinued sign er sign strueture

@

ing-€€€uf€.

ise+

(3) r\ny preduet er serviee advertised en the sign is ne lenger effered en the
prcmises"

ins-en
aave*ising+isplalr

issin+

fiaaea Ay Ora, tgAS; prc
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@ned by a publie ageney er by a privateh,ewned publie
ufliqft

ien
with hazardeus aetivities being eendueted en the preperty, easement er right ef-

(e) D^-^"^r Any sigrrfeund ereeted eentrary te the previsiens ef this seetien shall be
remeved by the Sheriffs effiee er the Department ef Publie Werks, Advanee netiee ef

ig+s-+r+st Ue stereO fer tniry
Duringthalpede4-Jhe sign must be made available te the ewner and must be retumed

fiaaea Ay AA, rcag; p

SECTION 4. Article 505, Sign Regulations, of the Washoe County
Code, is hereby included in its entirety to read as follows:

Article 505

SIGN REGULATIONS

Sections:

110.505.00 Purpose
1{0.505.05 Applicability, Exemptions, lnterpretation, Severability and Variance
1{0.505.{0 Mobile, Temporary and Exempted Signs
{10.505.15 GeneralStandards
{{0.505.20 Principal Use Types
110.505.25 Specialty Signs
{10.505.30 Electronic Message Display (EMD) Signs
{10.505.35 Prohibited Signs
If 0.505.40 Permits and Enforcement
f 10.505.45 Use and Maintenance of Nonconforming Outdoor Advertising Displays and

Framework
110.505.50 Continued Use and Maintenance of Nonconforming Signs, SIgn Permit

Required for Non-Routine Maintenance
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110.505.55
{10.505.60
f 10.505.65
1{0.505.70

Termination of Nonconforming Use/Maintenance Rights
Signs on County Property
Billboards
Definitions

Section lf 0.505.00 Purpose. The purpose of this Article is to create the lega! framework for a
comprehensive system of the regulation of the time, place and manner of displaying signs in the
unincorporated Washoe County that is content neutral, complies with applicable law and balances
the following goals:

(a) To respect the right of free speech and expressionl

(b) To promote the use of signs which are aesthetically pleasing, and appropriately
related in size, shape, materials, leftering, color, illumination and character of the
building or premises on which they will be displayed and are compatible with
existing adjacent activities and land uses and scenic views;

(c) To preserve and enhance the environment, including skylines and dark skies,
thereby protecting an image that attracts those who come to live, visit, vacation
and trade in the County;

(d) To promote traffic safety, the free flow of traffic and prevent injury and property
damage that may be fully or partially attributable to cluttered and distracting
signage;

(e) To promote commerce, economio development and reduce confusion and traffic
disruption by providing for adequate and aesthetically integrated site, event and
business Iocation information;

(f) To prevent property damage and injury which may be caused by signs which are
improperly constructed or poorly maintained;

(g) To protect property values, the local economy, and the quality of life, and the
image of Washoe Gounty;

(h) To regulate the size, brightness, flashing, and message traniition, of etectronic
message displays to reduce roadway dlstraction and offensiveness to surrounding
neighborhoods;

(i) To limit signage on County property only for locational, directional, traffic control
and public safety, health and welfare purposes and allowing the expression of
ideas in traditional public forums;

0) To provide standards and a system of sign permifting and enforcement of this
Article that respects due process rights.

Section {{0.505.05 Applicabilitv. Exemptions. Interpretation. Severabilitv and Variance.

(a) Applicabilitv. This Article applies to all signs located in the unincorporated
Washoe County, unless superceded by a legally adopted Master Plan. Unless
otherwise required by law, all signs not specifically permitted or exempted by this
Article are prohibited.
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(b) Exemptions. Except to the extent they are prohibited by Section {{0.505.35,
Prohibited Signs, or subject to specia! standards, the following types of signs and
displays are not subject to the provisions of this article and need not be included
in any aggregate sign computations. ln the event that a sign fails to meet any
criteria, condition or qualification established for exemption in this section, the
sign shall be subject to and governed by all other applicable requirements of this
Article.

(f) Signs owned and/or maintained by a governmental agency for the
purposes set out in subparagraphs (d) and (i) of Section {f 0.505.00.

l2l Changes in copy on an existing sign which does not alter the display area
or framework, size, lighting, location or configuration of the sign.

(3) Plaques or markerc under 4 square feet in size that cannot be read from a
public roadway.

(4) Tombstones and grave markerc.

(5) Signs posted to wam against trespassing, security or dangerous
conditions on the propefi not exceeding 2 square feet in size.

(6) Address numberc or plates and nameplates. Residential nameplates shall
not exceed 2 square feet in size and non-residential nameplates shall not
exceed 4 square feet in size.

(71 Flags, emblems or insignia of any nation, state or political subdivision,
provided that they do not number more than 3, that the individual surface
area is not greater than 60 square feet, and that the supporting framework
are not greater than the larger of 20 feet high or 10 feet more than the
permitted height for a freestanding sign at that location.

(8) Signs which are not visible from an adjacent public roadway.

(9) Signs carried or worn by a natural penson including symbols and
messages on clothing.

({0) Any sign required by Gounty, State or Federal statute.

(11) Signs or copy permanently embroidered, screened, dyed, stenciled or
painted into the fabric of umbrellas.

l12l Signs painted on and integral to vending machines and fuel dispensing
pumps and legally required inspection stickerc.

({3) Holiday decorations. However, such decorations must comply with
nuisance and other provisions in the Development Code.

(141 Signs on benches or shelterc for passengerc of public mass transportation
when permitted by state law.

(15) Election Period Sions. An election period begins the firct day of filing for,
and ends ten days after the general election conducted under federal, state,
county, or city laws or ordinances in which residents of Washoe County
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(c)

are entitled to vote, including elections or votes regarding selection or
recall of any federal, state, county or city officials, any ballot questions,
referendum or advisory vote. Additional election period signs may be
displayed on any site during an election period, subject to the following
limitations, standards and requirements.

(i) Number and Size. There is no limitation on the number of signs or
the maximum allowable sign disptay area per site for election
period signs, and election period signs which othenrise comply
with this subsection do not count against the number of signs or
the allowable sign display area for a site as set out in Table 505.1.
However, individua! signs shall not exceed a sign display area of
128 square feet per sign.

(ii) No Sisn Permit Required. A sign permit is not required for any
election period sign which othenrise complies with this section.

(iii) Standards. requirements and limitations. Each election period sign
need not meet the standards and limitations for al! signs set out in
this Article with the exception that they shall not be illuminated (to
include electronic message displays) and they shall not be placed
in a prohibited sign area as identified in Section {{0.505.35,
Prohibited Signs.

lntemretation.

(f ) This Article is to be liberally construed to effectuate the purpose set forth
herein, irrespective of the commercial or noncommercial content or the
viewpoint of the message. Any sign allowed herein may contain any lawful
message, so long as said sign complies with the size, location, height, area
and other requirements of this Article.

l2l Where a particular type of sign is proposed that is neither expressly
allowed nor prohibited by this Article, or where the sign is proposed on a
structure that is not a building as defined in the Development Code, the
Director of the Planning and Development Division, Gommunity Services
Department or his designee shall have the discretion to approve or
disapprove the proposed sign based on whether it is more similar to a type
of sign that is expressly allowed or to one that is expressly prohibited.

Severabilitv. lf a decision of any court of competent jurisdiction holds any section,
sentence, clause, phrase, word, portion or provision of this Article is invalid or
unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect, impair, or invalidate any other
section, sentence, clause, phrase, word, portion or provision of this Article which
can be given effect without the invalid provision. The invalidation of any section,
sentence, clause, phrase, word, portion or provision of this Article as applied to a
particular property or structure, or any particular properties or structures, by any
court of competent jurisdiction shall not affect the application of such section,
sentence, phrase, word, portion or provision to any other property or structure not
specifically included in said invalidation.

Variance. Variances to the provisions of this Article can be made only by the
Planning Commission or the Board of County Commissionerc and only upon a
findlng supported by written legal opinion of the District Aftorney that the variance

(d)

(e)
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is required to comply with the constitution, laws or judicial decisions of the United
States or State of Nevada.

Section 110.505.{0 Mobile and Temporarv Siqns.

(a) Mobile siqns are permitted under the followinq conditions.

({) The mobile sign must be painted or othenrise directly attached flat against
the exterior surface of the body of a vehicle or trailer or, if on a cargo-type
body, the sign must be attached flat against the stake racks or other
standard vehicle accessories used to confine cargo loads on the bed of the
vehicle or trailer.

l2l The vehicle or trailer must be currently licensed and registered and must
be legatly operable and capable of being operated on public roads.

(3) The mobile sign shal! not be illuminated and shal! not contain letterc or
symbols which are manually replaceable in order that the copy can be
easily changed from time to time.

(4) Any mobile sign greater than 9 square feet shall not be parked in one
location visible from a public roadway for more than 3 consecutive days.

(5) The mobile sign shall not be an electronic message display (EMD) sign.

(6) The mobile sign shall not count against the maximum allowable sign
display area or maximum number of signs per site as set out in Table 505.1.

(b) Temporarv Sion Standards.

(1) Temporary signs shall not be placed in a prohibited sign area purcuant to
per Sectlon 110.505.35, Prohibited Signs.

(21 Temporary signs need not be affixed to the ground or building.

(3) Temporary signs shall not be illuminated nor be an electronic message
display (EMD).

l4l The location requirements in Section f 10.505.{5(f), Location of Signs, shall
not apply to temporary signs.

(5) Temporary signs do not count against the maximum allowable sign display
area or maximum number of signs per site as set forth in Table 505.1, but
individualsigns may not exceed the limitations (sign height, maximum sign
display area for individual signs) as set forth in Table 505.2.

(6) Except as provided under subsections (7) and (8) below, no temporary sign
shall be placed on any site for more than 10 consecutive days. At least 90
days must elapse between any display of a temporary sign signs on any
site.

l7l lf a propefi is currently advertised for sale or lease, a temporary sign shall
be allowed until 5 days after the recordation of the sale or execution of the
lease agreement. The sign is limited to the size as set forth in Table 505.2.
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Freestanding signs shall meet a minimum setback of five (5) feet from all
property lines.

(8) lf construction is occurring on a site, a temporary sign shall be allowed
until 5 days after issuance of a final inspection or a certificate of occupany.
A valid building permit for the construction is required. The sign may be up
to sixteen square feet in size and shall be setback a minimum of 5 feet from
all property lines.

Section 110.505.{5 Genera! Standards.

(a) Allowable Sisn Displav Area. Where the allowable sign disptay area is a function
of business frontage, no more than 2 business frontages may be counted in
calculatlng the allowable area for any building occupant. The two business
frontages shall be determined by the sign permit applicant.

(b) Visible from a Public Roadwav. Unless otherwise provided in this Article (such as
exempt signs and temporary or mobile signs) any sign that is visible from a public
roadway shall count towards the total number of signs allowed and allowable sign
display area per site as set forth in Table 505.1 and shall comply with all applicable
standards in this Article.

(c) Siqn Displav Area Computation.

({) Where a sign consists of copy, painted on or attached directly to a
building, which are without an integrated background and are not enclosed
in a frame or cabinet, the area of the display shall be measured as the total
area of the smallest height and width of a geometric shape (or combination
of geometric shapes not to exceed 5 geometric shapes) that encompass
the entire copy of the sign. Such geometric shapes shall only include
rectangles, circles and right triangles, as generally shown with dotted lines
in examples I through 3, below:

Example 1:

$ymbCI,Ui

texti
Example 2:
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Example 3:

i;'vi'r,i Sign l

\:::: ,i

(d)

(21 Where a display is enclosed in a frame or cabinet, or has an integrated
background, the entire area within and including the outer edge of
framework, cabinet or background must be included in the sign display
area computation.

(3) \lUhere both signs and billboards are located on the same site, the
allowable sign display area shall not be reduced by the amount of
billboard's display area.

Number of Siqns. Any display(s) contained within a single frame, framework,
cabinet or integrated background shal! be counted as one (f ) sign. Multiple sign
displays on a singte freestanding framework are counted as one sign and are
allowed if all other requirements of this section are satisfied.

Maintenance. Repair and Appearance. All signs shal! be maintained in good repair
and appearance. No sign, flag or banner, whether temporary or pernanent, shall be
torn, ripped, tattered, or in disrepair.

Location of Siqns. Signs located on private propefi:

(1) Shall not extend across property lines into adjacent property or public
rights-of-way or easements;

(21 Shall be setback a minimum of 5 feet from any propefi line;

(3) Shall not be located in a manner that would create a hazard for traffic or
pedestrians;

(4) Shall not, for a freestanding sign, be located within 75 feet from any other
freestanding sign or billboard, whether on or off the site; and,

(e)

(0
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(s)

(h)

(i)

0)

(5) Shall be prohibited within any specialflood hazard area as defined by any
adopted flood control plan and within 300 feet of the centerline of the
Truckee River.

Wall Siqns. Wall signs shall not e:rtend above the wal! or surface of the buitding
frontage to which they are attached and shall not project more than I foot from the
wall.

Roof Siqns. Roof signs shall meet al! of the following criteria:

(1) Shall not exceed 4 feet in vertical dimension;

(21 Shal! not extend above the upper edge of the roof, below the lower edge of
the roof, or beyond any other terminating edge of the roof;

(3) Shall be constructed separately from the roof surface;

(4) Shal! be mounted perpendicular to level grade and parallel to the nearest
horizontal roof line; and,

(5) Shall have all supporG enclosed or othenrise made not visible from a
public roadway.

ProiectinE SiEns. Projecting signs are permissible subject to the following criteria:

(f ) The sign shal! not extend above the wall or other surface to which it is
attached.

(21 The sign shall not be aftached to or located above a roof and must be
attached perpendicular to a vertical surface.

Maximum Heisht of Freestandinq Siqn. A freestanding sign shall be measured
from the finish grade except if a freestanding sign is Iocated adjacent to a public
roadway and the edge of the roadway is above the grade where the sign is located,
then the freestanding sign will be measured from the grade of the road at the edge
of pavement. lf a sign is subject to NRS 278.0213 (outdoor advertising structures
obstructed by noise abatement improvements), the Director may authorize an
adjustment of the height or relocation of the sign as provided in Table 505.{ and
only to the extent consistent with the provisions of that statute. Decisions of the
Director may be appealed to the Board of Adjustment, per Article 912 of the
Washoe County Development Code.

Established Principal Use Tvpe Required. Except for signs regulated under
Section 110.505.10, Mobile and Temporary Signs, no sign shall be erected or
located on a property unless the propefi has an established principal use type
pursuant to Section f 10.505.20.

Sign Restrictions. Except for signs regulated under Section {10.505.65, Billboards,
and except for non-commercial signs, all other signs must meet the following
restrictions:

(1) The sign shal! display only messages that identify, advertise or direct
attention to a business, activity, product, service or interest of a percon
located on the premises where the sign is located.

(k)

(t)
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l2l The use of the sign is allowed only as long as the principal use type on the
site remains active. Upon discontinuance of the principal use type, the sign
shall be immediately removed."

lllumination standards for siqns that do not include electronic messaqe displavs.
Signs which include electronic message displays are governed by Section
{{0.505.30. For all other signs, (including freestanding and building signs) the
following illumination standards apply:

(f ) No sign may use beacons, search lights, strobe lights, exposed light bulbs
which are not shielded toward the sign face, blinking or flashing lights, or
any form of lighting that would impair the vision of a driver on any
roadway. No sign may use any form of illumination that would impair the
effectiveness of any Official Sign.

(21 Signs that face and are within 100 feet of any properties which have a
residential regulatory zone or are actually used for residential purposes
must use only indirect lighting cast upon the sign from an external light
source that is shielded from direct view and shall comply with all light and
glare standards as set forth in Section 110.414.21, Light and Glare, of this
Gode.

(m)
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Freeetanding
Siqns

Building
SIons

Principal
Use Tvoe of

sit;;(r)

Max
Number
per Site

Max
Height

Max
Size per

Sign

Max
Sign

Area per
Site

Max
Number

per Site or
Business
Frontaoe

Max Sign
Area per
Business
Frontage

Resldential
- Single
Family

I per
residentlal
dwelling

unit

4 feet 4sf 4sf I per
residentlal
dwelling

unit

4sf

Residential

Multifamily
& Man.
Home
Parks

I per
residential
dwelling

unit

4 feet 2sf 2sf I per
residentia!
dwelling

unit

2sf

Limited
Commercial

1 6 feet 16 sf 16 sf 1 per parcel
or BF

16 ef

Commercial
and Retail { per site

frontage

20 feet
or

Up to
30 feet
with
ap€)

{20 sf or
Up to 200

sf with
AP(3)

{ sf for
each f
foot of

LSF

2 per BF up
to 4 for any
business or
occupant.

2.5 sf for
each I

foot of BF

Recreation
and Travel { per site

frontage

20 feet
or

Up to
30 feet
with
ap(z)

120 sf or
Up to 200

sf with
ap(z)

I sf for
each {
foot of

LSF

2 per BF up
to 4 for any

single
buslness or
occupant.

2.5 sf for
each {

foot of BF

Regional
Recreation,
Travel and
Tourism

{ per site
frontage

20 feet
or

Up to
45 feet
with

suP(3)

120 sf or
up to 300
sf with
AP or

over 300
sf up to
450 sf
with

suP(3)

I sf for
each

foot of
LSF or

as
approve

dbv
SUP

2 per BF up
to 4 for any

single
business or
occupant.

5 sf for
each foot

of BF

Manufacturl
ng

Warehousln
g and

lndustry

I per site
frontage

20 feet
or

Up to
25 feet
with
apP)

120 sf or
Up to 200
sf with
lpP)

I sf for
each

foot of
LSF

2 per BF up
to 4 for any

slngle
business or
occupant.

I sf for
each 100
sf of GFA

Table 505.1 Permanent Sign Regulations by Principal Use Type of Sites
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Agricultural 1 6 feet 16 sf 16 sf { per
buildino

16 sf

Civic 4 per sfte
unless

otherwise
determine

dbv
aelfo(Xed

6 feet 80 sf for
one sign;
40 sf for
allother
slgns

120 sf;
Over 120

sf
reouires

Ap(2)

2 per BF up
to 4 for any

single
occupant

for all non-
resldential

usea.

120 sf;
Over 120

sf
reoulres

Ap(2)

GFA = Gross Floor Area; LSF = Linear Site Frontage;; gp = B,ysiness Frontage s.f. = square
feet. AP = Administrative PermitlSUP = Specral Use Permit;t"The prtncipal use types are
def i n ed i n Secffon I I 0. 50 5.20 ; t' t Ad m i n I stratlve Pe rm it req u i red p u rs u ant to S ecti o n
11O.5O5.4O.l3lRegional Recrealion, Travel and Tourtsm uses may apply for a Special llse
Permit for a freestandlng sign that exceed the slze limits of this table following the
orovisions of Section 110.505.40

Table 505.2 Temporary Sign Regulations by Principal Use Type

Temporary '
Slons

Principal Use Type of Sites(r)
Max
Size

Max
Number

Max
HeightF

Front
Yard

Setback(a)

Residential- Single Famlly - Less than
2 acres

6 sf per unit { per resldential lot 6 feet 5 feet

Residential - Single Family - Between
2 acres and less than 10 acres

16 sf 1 per residential lot 6 feet f0 feet

Residential - Single Family - {0 acres
or qreater

32 sf I per residential lot 6 feet {5 feet

Residential - Multifamily & Man. Home
Parks

2 sf per unit 1 per residential lot 6 feet 5 feet

Limited Commerclal 16 sf I oer oarcel or bf 6 feet 10 feet

Gommercialand Retai! 32 sf 1 per oarcel or bf 6 feet 10 feet

Recreatlon and Travel 32 sf I per parcel or bf 6 feet 10 feet

Regiona! Recreation, Travel and
Tourism

32 sf 1 per parcel or bf 6 feet {0 feet

*:Hlfffif 'ns, 
warehousins and 32 sf I per parcel or bf 6 feet 10 feet

Aqricultural 32 sf I oer oarcel 6 feet {0 feet

Clvic 32 sf I oer oarcel or bf. 6 feet l0 feet
bf = Business Frontage; sf = square feet; t') The principal use types are defined below in
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Secfion 110.505.20; t4 One additional temporary stgn up to 100 sf may be mounted io
the slde of a building if the butlding.is 25,000 sf or larger in size. @The maximum height
appti* to freestanding signs onty. P)tf the sign does iot exceed six square feet than
the front yard setback shall be 5 feet off the properfir line.

Section {10.505.20 Principal Use Tvpes of Sites. These principal use tvpes onlv applv to Article
505:

(a) Residential - Sinqle Familv: "Residential - Single Family" referc to properties
containing single family uses on individual residentia! sites. Thls use type also
referc to properties that allow single family uses but are currently vacant for the
purpose of erecting a temporary sign.

(b) Residential - Multi Familv and Manufactured Home Parks: "Residential -
Multifamily & Manufactured Home Parks" referc to individual units within a multi-
family complex.

(c) Limited Commercial: "Limited Commercial" refers to uses that generate minimal
traffic require limited sign visibility and are typically located within residential
districts. These use types include, but are not limited to: Family Daycare, Large
Family Daycare, Group Care, Dog Training Services, custom manufacturing and
Bed and Breakfast !nns.

(d) Gommercial and Retail: "Gommercial and Retail" refers to all uses identified in
Table {{0.302.05.3, Commercial Use Types, of this Gode that have not been
specifically identified within another defined principal use type within this section.
This principal use type also includes Hospital uses.

(e) Recreation and Trave!: "Recreation and Travel" referc to lodging and
entertainment uses. Such use types include , but are not limited to Commercial
Gampground Facilities/RV Parks, Destination Resorts, lndoor Entertainment,
lndoor Sports and Recreation, Outdoor Sports and Recreation, Outdoor
Entertainment, Hotels and Motels, Condominium Hotel, Hostels and Vacation Time
Shares.

(f} Reqional Recreation. Travel and Tourism: "Regiona! Recreation, Travel and
Tourism" referc to large-scale entertainment uses intended to attract crowds of
f ,000 people or more per event and also include unlimited gaming facilities that
attract visitorc from both inside and outside of the immediate region of Washoe
County. Such use types may include: Gasinos with Unlimited Gaming and Outdoor
Entertainment venues.

(g) Manufacturinq. Warehousinq and Industry: "Manufacturing, Warehousing and
lndustry" referc to all use types identified in Table 110.302.05.4, lndustrial Use
Types, of this Code, with the exception of custom manufacturing use types, that
have not been specifically identified within another defined principal use type
within this section.

(h) Aqricultural: "Agricultural" refels to uses that primarily involve agricultural
activities. This category includes all uses identified in Table 1{0.302.05.5,
Agricultural, of this Code, as well as Commercial Stables, Veterinary Seruices -
Agricultural and Wholesale Nursery Sales.
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(i) Civic: "Civic" referc to al! uses types identified in table {{0.302.00.2, Civic Use
Types, of this Code, with the exception of family daycare and large family daycare
use types, that have not been specifically identified within another defined
principal use type within this section.

Section 110.505.25 Specialtv Siqns. ln addition to the signs permissible in Table S0S.{, one
directory and one area identification sign shall be allowed per entrance as described below:

(a) Directorv Siqns. Directory signs are permanent signs and shalt be permitted at
maior entrances to residentia!, commercia!, industrial or office complexes to
identify occupants, addresses or building numberc for the convenience of visitors
and to facilitate emergency seruices. Directory signs shall not exceed 6 feet in
height. No more than 3 square feet shall be devoted to any single occupant.
Directory signs shall be included in allowable sign-area limit computations and
when calculating the number of signs on a site.

(b) Area ldentification Siqns. Area identification signs are permanent signs and shall
be petmitted at major entrances to neighborhoods, subdivisions, residential
complexes, shopping centers, and office or industrial complexes. Area
identlfication signs shall not exceed 6 feet in height, nor 64 square feet in area and
shall not be included in allowable sign-area computations or when catculating the
number of signs on the site.

(c) Vllindow Sions. Window signs are not subject to the sign area or number
limitations of this Article. The tota! area of al! window signs in a business frontage
shall not exceed 25 percent of the total area of alt windows of that business
frontage. Permits are not required for any window signs. The maximum size for
any illumunitated window sign shall be three (3) square feet. Window signs are
prohibited on the e:rterior of a window.

Section 1f 0.505.30 Electronic Messaqe Displav Sions. Al! electronic message display (EMD) signs
shall require the approval of an administrative permit by the Board of Adjustment; or a special use
permit by the Board of County Commissioners if the EMD is a Regional Recreation, Travel and
Tourism sign over 300 square feet in size. An EMD shat! meet the following criteria unless
otherwise approved by the Board of County Commissioners by means of a special use permit:

(a) EMDs shall contain static copy only.

(b) Static copy on the EMD must be displayed for a minimum of 8 seconds with
instantaneous transition from one message to the next.

(c) Each EMD shall meet the standard building setback requirements of Article 406,
Building Placement Standards, of this Code for the regulatory zone in which the
sign is proposed to be located.

(d) An EMD shall not be placed within 200 feet from any residential regulatory zone
property line.

(e) An EMD shal! not be placed within 200 feet from any other EMD.

(f) An EMD shall only be located on properties with regulatory zones of General
Gommercia! (GC), Tourist Gommercial (TC), Neighborhood Commercial (NG), and
lndustrial (l) on parcels one acre in size or larger or on properties with regulatory
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zones of Public/Semi-Public Facilities (PSP) and Parks and Recreation (PR) that
are ten acres or larger in size. Only one EMD shall be allowed per site.

A freestanding EMD sign structure shall not exceed 12fleet in height and shall be a
monument sign as defined at Section 1{0.505.75, Definitions, unless the EMD is
placed on a property with a Regional, Recreation, Travel and Tourism use type.

Within the General Commercla! (GC), Neighborhood Commerciat (NC) and
lndustrial (l) regulatory zones, an EMD shall only be allowed within a Commercial
Genter as defined at Section 110.304.25(f) of this Code.

An EMD shall not exceed 50% of the allowable sign display area of signs allowed
on any site per this Article and an EMD shall not exceed a maximum of 120 square
feet in size.

EMDs shall not operate at brightness levels of more than 0.3 foot candles above
ambient light, as measured using a foot-candle meter at a pre-set distance. The
pre-set distances to measure the foot-candles is calculated using the following
formula: Measurement Distance =

@
The measurement distance can be rounded to the nearest whole number.

All permitted EMDs shall be equipped with a sensor or other device that
automatically determines the ambient illumination and shal! be either programmed
to automatically dim according to ambient light conditions, or manually adjusted to
comply with subsection (k) above.

All specia! use permit or administrative permit applications for EMDs shall include
a statement by a licensed engineer certifying that the lighting wil! comply with the
lighting standards of this Article Code.

EMDs shall not be allowed within any designated scenic corridor or scenic byway
as identified in either state statute, or in Washoe County Code or Master Plan.

lllumination Measurement Criteria:

(1) The illuminance of an EMD shal! be measured with a light meter set to
measure footcandles accurate to at least two decimals.

l2l llluminance shall be measured with the EMD off, and again with the EMD
displaying a solid white image for a full color capable EMD, or a solid
message for a single-color EMD. Measurements shall be taken one hour
after sunset.

(3) Al! measurements shall be taken facing the sign structure with the light
meter pointed at the center of the EMD and measured from the edge of the
travelway of the nearest public roadway or at the property line of any
residentia! regulatory zone.

Section 110.505.35 Prohibited Sions. The following types of signs and displays are prohibited:

(a) Signs which constitute ahazard to traffic, motorists or pedestrians.

(g)

(h)

(i)

(k)

(t)

(m)

(n)

(o)

Page 47 of 58



(b) Signs that block visibility from any intersection or driveway, as identified in Article
110.412.30, Public Safety, of this Code.

(b) Signs which produce odor, sound, smoke, flame or other emissions.

(c) Signs which imitate or simulate official signs, or which use blinking or intermittent
lights resembling danger or waming signs.

(d) Strobe lights or any moving beam of light.

(e) Signs on public property or rights-of-way; signs attached to utility poles, street-
light standards, trees or fences, except as provided for at Section 1{0.505.{0
(Mobile and Temporary Signs) and Section 110.505.60 (Signs on Public and Utitity
Property) of this Article.

(f) Moving signs, including wind signs and signs moved by forced air.

(g) Verticalsailsigns.

(h) Signs prohibited by any otherWashoe Gounty Gode provision.

(i) Any billboard that is not identified on the most current billboard inventory list as
adopted by resolution by the Board of County Commissionerc.

Section f 10.505.40 Permits and Enforcement.

(a) A permit is required to be issued by Washoe County Building and Safety Division
for the construction of any new permanent sign over 4 square feet in size and for
the repair of existing signs other than routine maintenance. Sign permits shall be
issued within 60 days from the date of submission of an application meeting all
applicable provisions of the Washoe Gounty Code.

(f ) lt is unlawful to erect or keep a pennanent non-exempt sign whose sign
display area exceeds four square feet without first obtaining a sign permit
from the Washoe County Building and Safety Division. A sign permit is
required after an Administrative Permit or Special Use Permit is approved
by Washoe County as provided below.

l2l An application for a sign permit must be on forms provided and describe
the location, sign display area and dimensions of the sign, and the physical
characteristics of the sign (including illumination), and must include a
listing of the location and display area of all other signs on the site. lf the
sign structure requires a building permit under the Washoe County
Building Code, plans and specifications of the structure must be included.
The fee established by resolution of the Board of County Commissioners
must accompany the application.

(3) A sign permit shall be issued if the proposed sign complies with this
Article, and the sign structure complies with allapplicable building codes.

(4) lf a decision on an application for a sign permit is not made and
communicated to the applicant within 60 days from receipt of complete
application (meeting all applicable provision of this Code) and fees, the
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(b)

(c)

sign permit is deemed approved, unless othenrise agreed between the
applicant and the approving authority.

Adminlstrative Permit. Except for exempt signs or signs governed by
1f0.505.40(c), an administrative permit purcuant to Articte 808 of this Gode,
Administrative Permits, approved by the Board of Adjustment shall be required
purcuant to the provisions of Table 505.1 for any pernanent sign. ln addition to the
findings required by Articte 808, Administrative Permits, the Board of Adjustment
must find that the proposed sign complies with all the requirements of this Article.

Special Use Permit for Reqional Recreation. Travel and Tourism Siqns. A Special
use Permit pursuant to Article 810, special use Permits, of this Gode may be
granted by the Board of County Commissionerc to increase the size and height, as
is othenuise allowed in Table 505.1, for one freestanding sign, for each "Regionat
Recreation, Travel and rourism" development. Before granting a special use
permit' the Board of County Commissionerc shall make allthe findings required by
Article 8{0 and allof the following findings:

(1) The freestanding sign is located immediately adjacent to an interctate
highway having at least four travel lanes.

(21 The freestanding sign is located within Ta mile of an exit providing access
to the Regional Recreation, Travel and Tourism or Unlimited Gaming
development from the interctate highway.

(3) There is only one freestanding sign exceeding 300 square feet within %
mile of any exit providing access to a "Regional Recreation, Travel and
Tourism" development, from the interctate highway.

(4) The freestanding sign is located on the same parce! of land or a parcel of
land directly adjacent to the "Regional Recreation, Trave! and Tourism"
development.

(5) That the parcel upon which the freestanding sign is located has a
regulatory zone of lndustrial, General Gommercial or Tourist Commercial.

(6) That all other applicable sections of the Development Code and this Article
are met.

(71 The special use permit has been conditioned to require removal of the
freestanding sign upon discontinuance of the "Regional Recreation, Travet
and Tourism" principal use type.

(8) That approval of the special use permit for the enlarged sign will benefit the
general welfare of citizens of Washoe County.

(9) The freestanding sign shall not be located within 500 feet from any
residential regulatory zone.

Enforcement. The Director may commence any enforcement proceeding
authorized under Article 910, Enforcement, of this code regarding any sign which
is not consistent with any of the provisions of this Article.

(d)
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Section {{0.505.45 Continued Use and Maintenance of Nonconformino Outdoor Advertisinq
Displavs and Framework. !f a sign is a "nonconforming outdoor advertising structure" as defined
by, and within the meaning of, NRS 278.0215, the provisions of Sections {10.505.50 and
1{0.505.55 shall apply to the sign in the same manner as those sections would appty to any other
non-conforming sign under this Article except:

(a) lf removed, the displays and framework may not be relocated to another site; and,

(b) To the extent that any provision in this Gode conflicts with state statute,
Nonconforming Outdoor Advertising structures are subject to the requirement that
compensation must be paid if the sign is ordered removed or routine maintenance
is not authorized as provided in that statute.

Section f 10.505.50 Gontinued Use and Maintenance of Nonconforminq Siqns.

(a) Use and routine maintenance authorized. A non-conforming sign or a
nonconforming outdoor advertising display and framework may be used and
maintained in accordance with this section until the right is terminated as provided
in section 110.505.55.

(b) No chanoes. A nonconforming sign shal! not be changed to an EMD and there
must be no change in the size, height, location or materials, and no enhancement
to the nonconforming sign.

(c) Gonformance with applicable law. The nonconforming sign must have complied
with and must continue to comply with all requirements that were in effect at the
time the sign was erected lncluding any requirements in any special use permit,
variance, or other approval for the sign or the use of land.

(d) Maintenance required. Maintenance can and must be regularly performed on all
nonconforming signs so that they are kept in good and nonhazardous condition in
accordance with standards set out in this Article. A building permit may be
required before repairc or maintenance are performed.

Section 110.505.55 Termination of Nonconforminq Use/Maintenance Riqhts. A nonconforming
sign shall be removed or brought into conformity with this Article when any of the following
events or circumstances occurs.

(a) Destruction. Destruction or damage of a nonconforming sign in excess of 50 per
cent of its material structural value as a result of :

(f ) A natural disaster, including, without limitation, a fire, flood, earthquake,
windstorm, rainstorm, and snowstorm; or,

l2l An event that is within the control of the owner of the sign.

A nonconforming sign damaged by an act of third party vandalism or other cause
beyond the control of the owner of the sign may be repaired. Proof of vandalism in
the form of a Washoe Gounty Sheriffs report must be submifted to Washoe
County.

(b) Termination of lease or riqht to use land. A nonconforming sign shall be
removed or brought into conformance upon the expiration or termination of any
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land lease, license, or other right to use the land on which a nonconforming sign is
located.

(c) Abandoned Sion. A sign shall be determined to be abandoned when there has
been no copy displayed for {2 months. A notice shal! be sent to the property
owner stating that the sign is apparently abandoned and that they have 30 days to
remedy the probleh, by coming into conformance with the Development Code.
After that time period, removal of the sign will be enforced as provided in Articte
910, Enforcement, of this Code.

(d) Development or redevelopment of land. lf property is being developed or
redeveloped with a new or a changed use(s), a public hearing is required before a
sign may be ordered to be removed.

(e) Discretionarv Approval(sl. !f an existing sign is not in compliance with the
provisions of a discretionary action such as a special use permit, variance, etc.,
the Director may order the sign removed or brought into compliance. Orders of the
Director are subject to appea! pursuant to Section 110.912.10 of this Code.

(0 Hazard. As determined by the Director, after consultation with a licensed
professional engineer, that a nonconforming sign has become a pubtic safety
hazard, the Director may order repairc or removal as follows. Orders of the
Director are subject to appeal purcuant to Section 110.912,10 of this Gode.

(1) Repairc. The Director may order repairc to the nonconforming sign if in the
reasonable judgment of the Director, the cost of the repairc would be less
than 50 per cent of the sign's material structural value. To the extent
necessary to remove the hazardous condition, the Director may order a
change in the size, height, location or materials used in the nonconforming
sign, but shall not order any enhancement to the nonconforming sign that
increases illumination and/or the visual effect of the sign.

l2l Remova!. The Director may order removal of the sign if, in the reasonable
judgment of the Director, the cost of repairc would exceed 50 per cent of
the sign's material structural value, or if repairc are ordered and the order
is not complied with.

Section 110.505.60 Sions on Countv Propertv.

(a) Siqns Prohibited. No percon may erect a sign on or over reat or percona! propefi,
easements or rights-of-way owned by Washoe County unless exempted purcuant
to Section { I 0.505.05(b), Exemptions.

(b) Removal. Any sign found erected contrary to the provisions of this section shall
be removed by Washoe County. Advance notice of removal need not be given.
The removed signs must be stored for thirty (30) days. During that period, the sign
must be made available to the owner and must be returned upon payment of the
cost incurred in the removal.

(c) Additional Reoulations for Siqns on Countv Propertv. Unless othenrise prohibited
by law, any pen$on may carry any flag, any hand held sign and any slgn worn on
clothing:

(1) Anywhere in the Washoe Gounty administration complex;
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l2l In any Washoe County building, parking lot or area adjacent to any Washoe
County owned or occupied building;

(3) ln any Washoe County park; or,

(4) ln any other part of a lilashoe Gounty property that is considered a
"traditional public forum" as defined by controlling law.

Othenrise, only Washoe Gounty may place a sign on any property, right of way or
easement owned or occupied by Washoe Gounty. The Washoe County Manager or
any penson or pensons designated by the Gounty Manager may authorize a Gounty
sign to be placed on Washoe County property for locational, directional, traffic
control or public safety, health and welfare purposes. Any other sign must be
authorized by the Board of County Commissioners.

Section 1{0.505.65 Billboards. Biltboards are signs larger than 450 square feet in size and/or are
identified on the most current billboard inventory as adopted by resolution by the Board of
County Commissionerc and maintained by the Gommunity Services Department, Planning and
Development Division. Signs on the biltboard inventory are legal nonconforming billboards as
these blllboards do not comply with the standards established in table 505.f of this Article.
Additionally, all such billboards shall comply with Sections 110.505.45, 110.505.50 and 1{0.505.SS
of this Article. The Director of the Planning and Development Division shall maintain and modify
the approved billboard inventory to reflect changes in jurisdictions (i.e. annexations, rollback of
sphere of influences, etc.) and removed billboards.

Section { {0.505.70 Defi nitions.

Area ldentification Siqn. "Area identification sign" means a pernanent sign used to identify a
neighborhood, subdivision, commercial or office complex, industrial district or similar distinct
area of the community.

Billboard. "Billboard" means any sign larger than 450 square feet and/or identified in the most
current billboard Inventory list as maintained by the Washoe County Community Services
Department. The total number of permitted billboards is determined by the most current billboard
inventory adopted by resolution by the Board of Gounty Commissionerc and maintained by the
Washoe County Gommunity Services Department.

Buildinq Frontaqe. "Building frontage" means the length of the face or wall of a completely
enclosed building which fronts directly on a public roadway.

Buildinq Siqn. Refer to "wall sign".

Business Frontaqe. "Business frontage" means the length of the ground floor building frontage
occupied by an individual building occupant. An occupant may have more than one (1) business
frontage if it occupies building frontage facing on two (2) or more public roadways.

Copv. "Copy" means letters, numbens, Ianguage, symbols or pictures.

Directional Siqn. "Directional sign" means a permanent sign which directs the flow of traffic or
pedestrians.

Director. "Directotil means the Director of the Planning and Development Division of the
Community Services Department of Washoe Gounty or his/her designee.
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Directorv Siqn. "Directory sign" means a sign, or a group of signs designed as a single display,
which gives information about the location of businesses, buildings or addresses within a
residential, office, commercial or industrial complex.

Electronic Messaqe Displav (EMD). "Electronic message display" means a sign that is capable of
displaying words, symbols, figures or images that can be electronically or mechanically changed
by remote or automatic means.

Erect. "Erect" means to arrange, build, construct, aftach, hang, paint, place, suspend, affix or
othenrvise establish a sign.

Flashinq Siqn. "Flashing sign" means a sign which uses blinking, flashing or intermittent
illumination or light reflectors, either direct, indirect or internal.

Freestandinq Siqn. "Freestanding sign" means a sign which is supported by its own framework
apart from a building and which is not regulated as a billboard.

Gross Floor Area. "Gross floor area" means the total horizontal areas of all enclosed floors of a
building, including cellars, basements, mezzanines, penthouses, corridons, and lobbies from the
exterior face of exterior walls, or from the centerline of a common wa!! separating two building,
but excluding any space with a floor-to+eiling height of less than 6 feet 6 inches.

Heiqht of Siqn. "Height of sign" means the vertical distance from the topmost part of a sign to the
finish grade at the base of the sign.

Holidav Decoration. "Hotiday o""or"tion];r";; disptay commonty associated with a tocat,
state, national or religious holiday, and which is not left in place for more than forty-five (45)
consecutive days during any single observance.

Linear Site Frontaqe. "Linear site frontage" means the linear dimension of a site abutting on a
public roadway.

Material Structural Value. "Materiat structural value" means the cost of labor and material
necessary to erect a sign. The terms does not include any revenue or expenses related to the
lease of real property upon which the sign is located.

Maximum Siqn Displav Area. "Maximum sign display area" means the total sign display area
permitted per Table 505.1.

4+cight of
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Mobile Siqn. "Mobile sign" means a sign supported by a sign framework that is mounted on
wheels, skids or other device designed to make the framework convenientty movable or portable.
Mobile signs include vehicles, trailerc and frameworks not structurally attached to the ground or a
building.

Monument Sion. "Monument sign" means a freestanding sign generally having a low profile with
little or no open space between the ground and the sign copy.

Movinq Siqn. "Moving sign" means any sign which includes visible moving or rotating parts or
beam of light.

Nonconforming Outdoor Advertisinq Displav and Framework. "Nonconforming outdoor
advertising display and framework" as defined in NRS 278.0215(71.

Nonconforming Siqn. "Nonconforming sign" means a sign which was constructed or erected in
confotmance with all applicable county ordinances and codes in effect on the date the sign was
firct displayed but which does not conform subsequently because of a change to the County
codes or ordinance.

Official Siqn. "Official sign" means any sign erected by or at the direction of a governmental
agency.

Permanent Sion. "Permanent sign" means any sign which is designed, constructed and affixed at
the site in such a manner that it cannot be conveniently moved from place to place.

Proiectino Siqn. "Projecting sign" means a sign which is supported by a decorative bracket or
hanger and extends at right angles from the face of a building. This definition shall also include
any sign which, because of iG shape or thickness, extends more than {2 inches from the face of a
building when mounted flat against the face of the building.

lv{onuwent
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Public Roadwavs. "Public roadways" means a street or highway that is improved, designed or
ordinarily used by the public for vehicular travel and which is shown upon any plat, subdivision,
addition, parce! map or record of suruey of any county, city, town or portion thereof duly recorded
or filed in the office of the county recorder, and which is not speciftcally designated as a private
road or a nonpublic road.

Repair of a Siqn. "Repair of a sign" means the replacement of framework and support materia! of
an existing sign with the same materia! with no change in the support system of the existing sign.

Reqi9enlial Lot. "Residential lot" means any parcel of land or building used exclusivety for
residential purposes. Residential lots may also include any accessory buildings, uses and exterior
space that are ancillary to the residential use.

Roof Siqn. "Roof sign" means a sign painted on, supported by or attached to the roof or roof
structure of a building. This definition does not include a sign aftached flat against the wal! of a
penthouse, or other integral part of a building, which projects above the main roof.

Routine Maintenance. "Routine maintenance" means normal repair and upkeep of the structura!
integrity and appearance of a sign or outdoor advertising dlsptay framework. The term does not
include any increase in the size or height of the sign or sign framework or any addition or
enhancement to the the sign or sign framework that increases the visual effect of the display
and/or framework or increases the impact on the use of the land in that area around the disptay
and/orframework. Such improvements are classified as non-routine maintenance.

Sj@ "Sign" means (i) a device, including but not limited to a pennant, flag, verticat sail, wind
sign, forced air tube, sound speaker, or light whether or not it contains copy, displayed for the
purpose of attracting attention, or (ii) a visual display of copy designed to identify, announce,
entertain, direct, advertise, or communicate information. !f the device or display is part of a sign
structure, the term "sign" includes the framework.

Sign Displav Area. "Sign dlsplay area" means the part or parts of the sign which contains copy.

Siqn Framework. "Sign framework" means those parts of a sign designed to support it in ptace
but does not include the area of the sign disptay.

$!!9. "Site" means any parcel of land which includes any unit or contiguous units of land in the
possession of or recorded as the property of one percon.

Temporarv Siqn. "Temporary sign" means any non-illuminated sign not designed to be
permanently attached to a building or structure, or anchored to the ground, and intended to be
displayed for a limited amount of time and then removed.
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Vertical Sail Siqns. "Vertical sail signs" means signs of varying shapes and sizes, singte or
double sided, that are usually aftached to a single pole, but may have a two pole design, thit are
staked into the ground or weighted on hard surfaces, and that move in the wind. Gommonty
referred to as flying bannens, wind sail signs, feather flags, vertical flags, flutter flags or vertical
sail signs. Most are of fabric type material and can be used indoors but are primarity used
outdoorc to promote retai! establishments, grand openings or attract visitorc from the roadway.

Wall Siqn. "Wall sign" means a sign which is painted on, supported by or attached to a watt or
other vertical surface of a building.

Wind Siqn. "Wind sign" means any sign, part of a sign or series of signs, designed or erected in
such a manner as to move when subjected to wind pressure or forced air.

Window Sion. "Window sign" means any sign that is placed inside a window and is visible from
the exterior of the window.

SECTION 5. General Terms.

All actions, proceedings, matters and things heretofore
taken, had and done by the County and its officers not
inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance are
ratified and approved.

The Chairman of the Board and the officers of the County
are authorized and directed to take all action necessary or
appropriate to effectuate the provisions of this ordinance.
The District Attorney is authorized to make non-substantive
edits and corrections to this Ordinance.
A11 ordinances, resolutions, bylaws and orders, or parts
thereof, i-n conflict with the provisions of this ordinance

1.

2.

3.
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are hereby repealed to the extent only of such
j-nconsistency. This repealer shall- not be construed to
revive any ordinance, resolution, bylaw or order, or part
thereof, heretofore repealed.
Each term and provision of this ordi-nance shall be valid
and shall be enforced to the extent permj-tted by law. lf
any term or provision of this ordinance or the application
thereof shall be deemed by a court of competent
jurisdiction to be in violation of law or public po11cy,
then it shall be deemed modified, ipso facto, to bring it
within the limits of validity or enforceability, but if 1t
cannot be so modified, then it shal1 be excised from this
ordinance. In any event, the remainder of this ordinance,
or the applicatlon of such term or provision to
circumstances other than those to which it is invalid or
unenforceable, sha1l not be affected.
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Passage and Effective Date

This ordinance was proposed on by Commissioner

This ordinance was passed on

Those voting "aye" were

Those voting "nay" were

Those absent were

Those abstaining were

This ordinance shall be published and shall be in force and
effect immediately upon the date of the second publication as
set forth in NRS 244.]-00.

Kitty K. Jung, Chair
Washoe County Commission

ATTEST:

Nancy Parent, County Clerk
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H(HIBIT C

Plannlng Gommlsslon Members
James Bames, Chair

Sarah Chrdlicek, Vice Chair
Larry Chesney
Thomas Daly
RogerEdwards
Philip Horan

Greg Prough

CarlR. Webb, Jr., AICP, Secretary

The Washoe County Planning Commission met in a scheduled session on Tuesday,
February 2,2016, in the Washoe County Commission Chambers, 1001 East Ninth Street, Reno,
Nevada.

1. "Determination of Quorum

Chair Bames called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. The following Commissioners and staff
were present:

Commissioners present James Bames, Chair

Staff present:

Sarah Chvilicek, Vice Chair
Larry Chesney
Thomas Daly
Roger Edwards
Philip Horan
Greg Prough

Carl R. Webb, Jr., AICP, Secretary, Planning and Development
William H. Whltney, Director, Planning and Development
Roger D. Pelham, MPA Senior Planner, Planning and Development
Trevor Lloyd, Senior Planner, Planning and Development
Lora Robb, Planner, Planning and Development
Eric Young, Planner, Planning and Development
Nathan Edwards, Deputy District Attorney, D istrict Attomey's Office
Kathy Emerson, Recording Secretary, Planning and Development
Donna Fagan, Office Assistant lll, Planning and Development
Renee Schebler, Planning Technician, Planning and Development

2. *Pledge of Alegiance
Commissioner Chesney led the pledge to the flag.

3. *Ethics LawArnouncenent
Deputy District Attomey Edwards provided the ethics procedure for disclosures.

4. *Appeal Procedure

WASHOE COUNTY
PLAN NING COMMISSION

M eeting M in utes

ruesday, t"orr"Hfillf

llthshoe County Conwf ssion Ghambers
1001 East Ninth Street

Reno, NV

Washoe CountyCommunityServices Deparfrnent, Planning and Development DiMsion
Post ffice Box 1 1130, Reno, NV 89520-0027 - 1001 E. Ninth St., Reno, NV 89512

Telephone: 77 5.328.61 00 - Fax 77 5.328.6't 33
www.was hoecounty.us/csd/planning_and_dewlopm ent



10. Planning ltens

A. Developrnnt Code Amendment Gase Number DCA1+009 - Discussion and possible
action to make recommendations to the Washoe County Commission on changes to the
following three aspects of the pending amendments to the county's sign code regulations:
reduction of the minimum number of lanes necessary for a roadway adjacent to an
electronic message display (Et\D) sign, reduction of the minimum hold time for EMD static
sign copy from 20 seconds to 8 seconds, and prospective prohibition of off-premise
advertising signage on signs that do not constitute billboards. These three aspects pertain
to the pending sign code amendments designed to amend Washoe County Code Chapter
110 (Development Code) to amend Article 500 - Srgns: Title and Confenfs;to remove Article
502 - Billboard Regulations and Article 504 - Stgn Regulations; and to adopt a new Article
505 (Srgn Regulations).

tvt. Webb provided a description of the item.

Chair Bames asked for ethics or ex parte disclosures. Chair Bames disclosed that he was
contacted by Lori Wray and Jim Galloway quite some time ago, with no recent contact. Vice
Chair Chvilicek was contacted by lvt. C,alloway and I/s. Wray and met with them quite some
time ago, but has not had any other discussions with them with this particular item.
Commissioner Prough met with Mr. Galloway for about an hour in Commissioner Prough's office
in November, and Mr. Galloway presented his ideas. Commissioner Horan received a
telephone call from Mr. Galloway, but he did not receMe the information that Mr. Galloway was
going to forward to him. Commissioner Chesney had a telephone conversation with Mr.
Galloway. Commissioner Daly met with lt/s. Wray and ftlt. Galloway probablyfour months ago,
but nothing since then.

Chair Barnes opened the public hearing.

Trevor Lloyd presented his stiaff report, dated January 12, 2016.

Commissioner Horan asked Council what the agendized item allowed the Commission to
discuss. He asked if the Commission was restricted to comment as proposed by staff.

DDA Edwards confirmed that the agenda limited the Commission as to the action that could be
taken on the item and the recommendations that could be made back to the County
Commission. The recommendations they could make were with respect to the three categories
stated in the agenda item. They could not go outside of the agenda item in taking any action.

Commissioner Prough asked if the three categories should be taken individually or collectively.

DDA Edwards responded that the Commission could fashion a motion after the discussion and
after public comment. At that point, they could decide to handle the issues individually or
collectively.

Chair Barnes called for public comment.

Karen Munson, the Branch ltrhnager for YESCO Signs locally, thanked staff. She said that
without the hard work of staff over two and a half years, they would not be back to where they
were that night. She stated that it was two long years getting to where theywere at the Board of
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County Commissionerc in September. When the Board of County Commissioners asked for the
last three items, they felt as an industry that the three items were items that they could embrace
and accept. She received an emai! from Tray Abney with The Chamber, stating that The
Chamber supported the language provided to the Planning Commission that evening. t\4s.
Munson stated that staff was involved in many hours of intemal meetings, public meetings,
phone calls, emails, and individual counsel. She believed that staff, along with the support of
the sign industry, the community, and some of the indMduals present that evening, that what
was brought before the Planning Commission that night was a fair and just code. She said that
they do not love everything about it, but they like it enough to make sure that it gets put through.
They do have some change and some language when it comes speciftcally to the digitalsigns,
because this has been a hot topic in the community. There were twelve months of 2015 with
much discussion through the City of Reno on digital signs. ln December the Reno City Council
approved a digital sign code, which is similar to what was provided to the Planning Commission
that evening, as was the City of Sparks. Nb. Munson is a county resident and understands that
county does not look to be the same as Reno and Sparks, but she believes that some congruity
is needed for common ground, as we live in a community that is based on the three
municipalities. She stated that they did support the changes and respectfully requested the
Planning Commission's approval, as presented that evening.

Jim Galloway interpreted the direction of the County Commission a little differently. He
interpreted it to be remanding the entire ordinance, but paying attention to those three items.
He wondered if it was possible to point out an item not on the list of three items. He wondered if
they could reagend2e, and at a future meeting continue to deal only with the matter he raised
about the zoning and some other language in the ordinance. He believed that the agenda
shackled the Planning Commission, because it wasn't properly agendized to be broader. He
commended staff for the inclusion of the changes dealing with the revenue on signs as they
appeared on 5054" He believes that goes a long way to resolve some problems. lf it were not
there, then he would have said the ordinance should not ever be passed into effect. He thinks
that I will be a nightmare if they do not take the sign table on sign sizes and do it with zoning.
He also thinks that on the exemptions, the comments indicate that signs should only be
exempted that cannot be seen from any point on a public road. He said that the word "adjacenf
to a public road is used, but he believes that to be too narrow. He mentioned the situation in
which it's not adjacent but has a sign on it that cannot be seen on any public road; he believes
that should also be exempt. Mr. Galloway gave his written comments to the secretary. He
believes that the Planning Commission should consider a continuation to put these items on the
agenda. He cannot believe that when the need is seen for a change in an ordinance that the
Planning Commission is hamstrung by an agenda that did not anticipate these suggestions.

Lori Wray spoke on behalf of Scenic Nevada. Their Board of Directors met and discussed the
changes that were before the Planning Commission. They believe this was the best possible
outcome compromise that they could see and one that beneftts allsegments of the community.
Scenic Nevada was honored to be a member of the working group assembled in late 2013 to
help draft the County Sign Code update. One or more of their members attended the meetings
throughout 2014 and 2015. They have also been to all of the public hearings on the draft
ordinance and have involved members of the community inside and outside their own
organkation to weigh in on the draft. Scenic Nevada is a nonprofit dedicated to protecting
scenic beauty and community character in the state. Their mission includes participating in the
public process. Aftending these meetings, offering solutions, making requests, and soliciting
community support are what they do to achieve their goals. They are all volunteers and have
nothing ftnancial to be gained by promoting their vision of a scenic Nevada. They believe that
people receive a lift from naturally beautiful and unobstructed scenery and open spaces and
charming commercial neighborhoods. They believe this is where we allwant to live, work, and
shop. Scenic Nevada thinks that their goals align very much in some ways with those in the
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business community, who want to bring people to Washoe County and boost the loca! economy.
They believe that scenic beauty does bring people and adds immeasurably to the quality of life
for those who stay. Edward T. tt4clt/ahon, nationally known urban planner, author, and Senior
Resident Fellow of the Urban Land lnstitute, said it best'Successfulcommunities pay attention
to aesthetics. Typically they control signs. They plant street trees. They protect scenic views
and historic buildings. And they encourage new construction that fts in with the existing
community.' Scenic Nevada has had deep disagreements with staff over many of the issues
conceming this draft, but they have also found some common ground. They hope the
disagreements do not overshadow the progress they see possible by implementing the draft.
They may not agree with everything in it and all the proposed changes, but it definitely
represents a compromise. A good compromise is reached when everyone can find aspects
they agree with and also things they oppose. They hope the Planning Commission agrees and
approves the recommended changes. When the BCC meets, Scenic Nevada hopes they
approve the changes as well.

Lea Tauchen spoke on behalf of the Retail Association of Nevada, a statewide trade association
that represents big box stores, mass merchandisers, grocers, chain drug stores, convenience
stores, restraurants and a multitude of small businesses, many of which are located in
unincorporated Washoe County. They wanted to support the changes that were proposed to
the county sign code regulation, pursuant to the two components regarding the on-premise
Electronic [vhssage Display (EMD) signs. They did not engage in the off-premise billboard sign
conversations. The EMD signs are a viable and effective communication tool for the retail
industry to connect with their customers. The RetailAssociation of Nevada likes to advocate for
consistency and for adhering to industry standards. lt helps to provide consistency for the
businesses that operate in multiple jurisdictions and, in this instance specifically, the changes
would much more closely resemble what is already in code in Sparks and Reno. They believe
that this helps to increase compliance while decreasing the burden on business. They believe
that the proposed changes will provide for code in Washoe County that is more consistent and
will match those industry standards. They urged the Planning Commission's recommendation
to the Washoe County Commission.

Chair Barnes called for Commission questions.

Vice Chair Chvilicek asked Mr. Lloyd for clarification regarding ltems 1,2and 3. She asked if
these were the three items for the Planning Commission to consider that evening.

Mr. Lloyd affirmed that was conect.

Vice Chair Chvilicek asked Mr. Lloyd to define ttem 1, reducing the required number of travel
lanes fronting an EMD from four lanes to two lanes. She asked if it was four lanes going in one
direction and four lanes going in the other direction or two in one direction and two in the other
direction.

Mr. Lloyd affirmed that it is the latter. lnitially the draft code had a requirement that an EMD sign
be adjacent to a four-lane (two in one direction and two in the other direction) road.

Mce Chair Chvilicek asked if it is now being reduced to two lanes, one in one direction and one
in the other direction.

Mr. Lloyd said that was essentially conect. They are eliminating the provision altogether, which
would not have any type of criteria for a two-lane or a four-lane road. Essentially all roadways
are at least two lanes, so there is no need for the provision.
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Vice Chair Chvilicek asked if a big EMD board could be on Red Rock Road.

Ivt. Lloyd does not believe that the conect zoning or commercial uses would exist there.

Vice Chair Chvilicek asked if there are other criteria that come into play before an EMD can go
on a two-lane road.

ItIr. Lloyd affirmed that there is a good deal of criteria.

Mce Chair Chvilicek asked about the meaning of ftem 3, which prohibits the ofbite advertising
and the collection of revenue for advertising for all commercial signs that are not billboards.

Mr. Lloyd replied that this needs to be read in the context of the rest of the draft language that
has been impsed. They want to prohibit billboards on commercial sites. They are tying to
prevent a business from collecting revenue by advertising somebody else's message. lt would
prohibit the collection of revenue to display a message on a commercial sign that is not a
billboard.

Mce Chair Chvilicek explained that she thinks of a commercial sign and a billboard as one and
the same.

lvlr. Webb mentioned Page 505-8. He encouraged the Planning Commission to go specifically
to the amendments as they are discussed. He pointed out the actual amendment, which says
that except for signs regulated as a billboard, and except for noncommercial signs, every other
sign has to meet 1, 2, and 3. Back to the billboards, he asked the Commission to keep in mind
that in the context of the code that is being proposed, the billboards are only the billboards that
currenfly exist on the county's billboard inventory, which would be adopted by resolution by the
County Commission concurrent with the sign ordinance. The number of billboards is set and
static; there can be no more new billboards in the county. The ones that are out there today are
going to stay. Anything else qualifies as a commercial sign and would have to meet 1, 2, and 3.
Vce Chair Chvilicek refened back to ltem 3 and asked how the ltem 3 language would be
integrated into the rest of the code so there will not be the confusion that she was reading in the
two locations.

Mr. Lloyd directed Vice Chair Chvilicek to Page 50$'8. He believes there is enough strict
language included to be very clear regarding what is or is not a billboard. He reiterated that
there is an inventory of billboards, and these billboards can advertise any message and can
collect money for the advertising of those messages. Those are the only billboards that can do
such. The other signs that fall under the commercial signage cannot advertise any message
that does not direct attention to the business activity, product, service, or interest of any person
located on the premises. That is the clear language in the section that has been added. They
cannot collect revenue for any message displayed on that sign.

Commissioner Prough asked why it went from 20 seconds to eight seconds. He asked about
the standard that brought that together.

Mr. Lloyd replied that there was a decent representation from the Chamber of
Commerce at the County Commission meeting. One of the clear messages they wanted to
convey to the County Commission was that 20 seconds, in their mind, is far too long of a hold
time. They wanted to get it down to more of an industry standard, which is the eight seconds.

Commissioner Prough asked a question regarding ltem 3. He provided a scenario in which he
owned a business and asked another business if he could place a sign on their building
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advertising his own. The advertising sign would cost him a monthly fee. He asked if this would
not be allowed because his own business was not pertinent to the other,

It/r. Lloyd confinned that Commissioner Prough was corect and the sign would be prohibited.

Commissioner Daly stated that the industry standard means in the best interest of the industry;
it does not mean in the best interest of the community. Commissioner Daly is a certified safety
professional with 40 years in the business and a ltfiaster's Degree in the field. He said that a
flashing billboard has one purpose, which is to gain your attention. lf you drive on l-580
between South lvleadows and Damonte Ranch Parkway, you will see one of these. Depending
on how fust you are drMng, you will see two to four messages in the space of 30 seconds. !n
his expert opinion, this change to the Development Code would constitute a constructive
nuisance and would present a clear and present danger to motorists, and as such, he will not
vote in favor.

Commissioner Edwards had a problem with ltem 3. He has worked on this for years, and they
spoke about the lanes having a major safety impact on EMD's. lf there is back and forth traffic
on a two-lane highway, being distracted by an EMD, there is no banier, no separation between
the lanes. He believes they should either go back to the 20 or go back to the four lanes and
have them divided somehow. When both are changed, he believes that it is asking for a
problem. They spent hundreds of hours coming up with the language. He was upset with the
Board of County Commissioners (BCC), having not sat in the Planning Commission's and stafb'
laborious meetings to come up with these things, and then they just waved a magic wand. He
believes the sign people might have their own interests, so he gave them some interest in this,
but not the final word. The Planning Commission has talked about allof these steps. He has a
problem when those two changes are put together; it makes a very large difference.

Commissioner Horan believed that his fellow Commissioners made some very valid points.
Regarding ltem 3, they spent much time on it as far as the ability to generate revenue, and sent
it to the County Commissioners with that included. He finds it hard to support the changes they
are being requested to make.

Mr. Webb suggested that if the Commissioners had no further questions of staff or of any
members of the public, then they might close the public hearing and bring it back to the
Commission for discussion, which is what the last two comments were.

Chair Barnes closed the public hearing and called for Commission discussion.

Commissioner Horan reiterated his previous comments as part of the discussion, without
speaking his comments a second time.

DDA Edwards clarified that the Planning Commission was not obligated to retum a favorable
report to the County Commission. The situation is that different boards are working at different
levels on this. DDA Edwards believed that the job of the Planning Commission that night was to
hear from staff and the public and then discuss and make a decision about what, as a
Commission, they agree on in terms of recommendations. ln the staff report, ttrt. Lloyd provided
possible actions that the Planning Commission could take. One of the included options would
be a report expressing their disagreement with the changes, or their disagreement with some of
the changes. DDA Edwards also discussed, on Page 505-8, the proposed change salng
revenue shall not be collected for messages displayed on the sign. He said that, as council, he
has great pause over the defensibility of that provision were it to be challenged in court on
multiple grounds, including First Amendment grounds and Commerce Clause grounds. He did
some case law research in this area and located some cases that reflect a high level of disfavor
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by the Supreme Court of the United States on regulations that impose economic burdens based
on the type of speech that is involved...an extremely high level of disapproval of those
regulations. One of the cases concemed the Son of Sam seria! killer in the late 70's in the New
York City area. After his conviction, he attempted to write a book or sellthe rights to his story to
a publishing company. New York State enacted a statute that said he could not eam any
money from the book. The Supreme Court said that he could eam money from the book and
struck down the statute. DDA Edwards' point was that the case was a high watermark, when
the Supreme Court would defend a serial killer being paid for the speech in which he wanted to
engage. lt shows how far they are willing to go to protect the principal involved. There is strong
language conceming regulations that target a particular content of speech and say that a person
cannot make money off of that. His advice to the Planning Commission was to take his
comments into account and take their own judgment into account, but he did see a substantial
risk of challenge and a substantial risk to the defensibility of that proMsion, the revenue
collection. He added that if off-premise commercial signage is already being prohibited, then
legally speaking, it seems superfluous to prohibit the collection of revenue for signs that are
already conceptually prohibited. lt seems to be a belt-and-suspenders approach, which makes
sense practically and conceptually speaking, but the latter provision on revenue collection does
run into more significant First Amendment hurdles in his opinion.

Commissioner Horan stated that the Planning Commission spent a lot of time and discussion on
many of the items before making recommendations to the County Commission. The issues are
the two-lane, four-lane that Commissioner Edwards brought up, the repetitive flashing lights as
a safety issue, and the revenue collection. When he looked at this, he would go with the option
of rejecting the changes.

Mce Chair Chvilicek asked for clarification that the BCC had asked for the determination, but
had notyet voted.

DDA Edwards confirmed that the BCC sent this back for a report ftom the Planning Commission
on the possible changes. The BCC, after receiving the report, will at some point have the option
of pufting it back on for another first reading and possibly a second reading and then adoption.
The BCC can make changes. lf the Planning Commission does not agree with the changes,
then the County Commission can still include those changes in the first reading version that they
bring before that Board down the road. This is the Planning Commission's opportunity as a
board to have a voice on the changes, whether favorable or unfavorable, but the Board of
County Commissioners will have the final say.

Commissioner Chesney stated that he could not support any of the three changes. He asked
councilhow they should proceed.

DDA Edwards, [vh. Webb, and the Commissioners discussed how to best construct the report
forthe BCC.

Chair Barnes began the process of taking comments ftom the Commissioners.

Commissioner Edwards would adopt Option B. He could accept Changes 2and3, but he could
not accept Change 1, the reduction of the minimum number of lanes for an E[t/D.

Commissioner Daly agreed with the reduction of lanes issue. He also agreed that the reduction
from 20 seconds to eight seconds is entirely inappropriate and a threat to public safety. He
would go the other way with a much, much longer period to ensure that a motorist driving on a
freeway, for example, will pass the sign with zero to one change.
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Commissioner Chesney agreed on the reduction of lanes, which appears to be a safety issue to
him, as does Number 2, which he believes is a real safety issue. For Number 3, he does not
believe it is their place to deny someone who has ownership of a sign what they put on the sign
or whether they make a profit. He doesn't believe they are in that business.

Chair Bames agreed with Commissioner Chesney on allthree of his comments.

Vice Chair Chvilicek spoke on ltem 1, reducing the required number of traffic lanes. Two lanes
without a banier cause a grave concem of traffic safety for her. When she looked at EMD's and
started timing them as she was around the community, eight seconds tended to be their
rotation. She agreed that when you are traveling down a road and you see the sign change
multiple times, then the longer those read, the safer she believes it to be. Wilh respect to
counci!'s guidance or caution on offsite advertising, she still supports prohibiting ofbite
advertising.

Commissioner Prough doesn't have a problem with the reduction down to two lanes. He
believes there would be some measure of thought before anything went into that. He is very
concemed about Point 2 with the timing. He is glad for Commissioner Daly's presence as an
expert on this. He would defer to Commissioner Daly's expertise. He believes that eight
seconds is too quick to pick up a message if you are going 60 to 70 miles per hour down the
fteeway. He understands from the advertise/s standpoint, the billboard company, that you get
more people advertising because you are flipping those messages around, and that does bring
revenue into the county. He thinks the safety concems outweigh that. For the last point, he is a
strict believer in the First Amendment and does not want to restrict anyone's commerce. lf they
have the gumption to be able to make a living somehow, that is good.

Commissioner Horan supported the other comments that were made relevant to ltems 1 and2
as far as the safety issues' concem. The elimination of the four-lane requirement is
problematic, as well as the ftequency of the tumover on the electronic signs. He also does not
support restricting the ability for offuite advertising.

Mr. Webb suggested consideration of a motion in which the Planning Commission take the
comments from each of the indMidual Commissioners and put the comments in a report and
transmit it to the County Commission for the sign code. He suggested a structure similar to the
example motion on the motion sheet, but taking comments from each of the seven
Commissioners as expressed that evening.

Commissioner Daly made a motion to deny the proposed change, with the comments attached
from each Commissioner, and to fonrvard that to the County Commissioners.

Commissioner Chesney seconded the motion, which passed unanimously with a vote of seven
for, none against.
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EXEIBIT D
BILLBOARD INVENTORY AND MAP
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H(HIBIT E

RESOLUTION OF TIM WASHOE COUNTY PLAI\NIING COMMISSION

RECOMMENDING APPROVAL OF AMENDMENTS (DCA 14-009) TO Trm WASHOE
couNTY coDE AT CHAPTBR 110, DEYELOPMENT CODE, AT ARTICLB 500 TO

REMOVE ARTICLES 502 (BII,LBOARDS) AND 504 (SIGNS) AND TO ADOPT A IIEW
ARTTCLE sos (SrcNS).

Resolution Number 15{7

WHEREAS

A. Development Code Amendment Case Number DCA14-009, came before the Washoe
County Planning Commission for a duly noticed public hearing on July 7,2015; and

B. The Washoe County Planning Commission heard public conunent and input from both
staff and the public regarding the proposed Developmenr Code amendment; and

C. The Washoe County Planning Commission gave reasoned consideration to the
information it received regarding the proposed Development Code Amendment; and

D. Pursuant to Washoe County Code Section I 10.818.15(e), the Washoe County Planning
Commission made the following findings necessary to support it recommendation for adoption
of the proposed Development Code amendment, Case Number DCA14-009:

l. Consistency with Master Plan. The proposed amendment is in substantial compliance
with the policies and action programs of the Washoe County Master Plan;

2. Promotes the Purpose of the Development Code. The proposed Development Code
amendment will not adversely impact the public health, safety or welfare, and will
promote the original purposes for the Development Code as expressed in Article 918,
Adoption of Development Code;

3. Response to Changed Conditions. The proposed Development Code amendment
responds to changed conditions or further studies that have occurred since the
Development Code was adopted by the Board of County Commissioners, and the
requested amendment allow for a more desirable utilization of land within the
regulatory zones; and,

4. No Adverse Affects. The proposed Development Code amendment will not
adversely affect the implementation of the policies and action programs of the
Conservation Element or the Population Element of the Washoe County Master Plan.

NOW, TIIEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVBD that pursuant to Washoe County Code Section
110.818.1s(d) and (g):



Planning Commission Resolution 15-07
Development Code Amendment
Case Number DCA14-009, Sign Code
Page2 ol2

The Washoe County Planning Commission does hereby recommend APPROVAL of
DCA 14-009, an amendment to the Washoe County Code at Chapter 110, Development
Code, Article 500 as set forth in Exhibit A; and,

A report dascribing this amendment, discussion at this public hearing, this
recommendation, and the vote on the recommendation be forwarded to the Washe
County Board of County Commissioners within 60 days of this resolution's adoption
date.

ADOPTED on July 7,2A15.

WASHOE COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION

ATTEST:

1.

R. Webb, Jr., AICP, Roger M. Edwards, Chair


