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SUBJBCT: Acknowledge the staffreport on the Duncan-Traner and Verdi
Community Libraries (Commission Districts 3 and 5)

SUMMARY

Staffrequests that the Board of County Commissioners and Library Board of Trustees

acknowledge the report on the Duncan-Traner and Verdi Community Libraries.

Washoe County Strategic Objective supported by this item: Safe, Secure and Healthy
Communities

PREVIOUS ACTION

None.

BACKGROUNI)

At the present time, Library Adminishation is not contemplating any changes in public
hours at either the Duncan/Traner or Verdi Community Libraries. Staffmay, however,
propose revised hours to the Library Board based on developments as they may occur.
Depending on the nature of those developments, such a proposal may include changes in
the way that County Library staffis deployed at one or both locations. A summary of
recent and future endeavors that may impact public hours is provided below.

Under the leadership of Darryl Feemster, a "Friends of Duncan-Traner Library" Soup
(not affiliated with the Friends of Washoe County Library, and hereinafter referred to as
*FDTL") has been meeting to discuss library needs of the local population, along with
options for supplementing the services that the County Library is able to provide. To
date, FDTL has addressed various items, including but not limited to:
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. Library hours: Surveys dishibuted to local residents in August were to be

reviewed at the October lst FDTL meeting. The Library Director will use the

information in the surveys as one component in any proposal he makes to the

Library Board regarding public hours.

o UNR fraternity and sorority volunteers who could read with children at the

library

o The Northem Nevada Literacy Center has proposed offering classes for ESL,

computer skills and GED preparation at the library.

o FDTL is seeking to become a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.

These items, along with other outcomes from the October l't FDTL meeting, may be

reported on orally at the joint meeting of Library Trustees and County Commissioners.

As a long-range initiative, the Children's Cabinet has brought forth a proposal to re-

purpose the Duncan-Traner Community Library as a neighborhood center, modeled on

the existing Family Resource Centers and providing wrap-around services to local
residents. irustee Wilson and I attended a meeting on Septe,lnber l't where participants

discussed the concept. (Please see the appended meeting notes as drafted by Katy Simon
Holland, who is working with the Children's Cabinet on developing the idea.) The

proposal looks promising, and requires further research.

Regarding the Verdi Library, a group of local supporters has been meeting to discuss

ways to keep the library open. Based on Library staffobservations that the majority of
Verdi's pahons use the library primarily for picking up items they've placed on hold, the

Library Las ordered a locker system that was tentatively scheduled to be installed outside

the facility's front doors sometime in October. The lockers will be accessible 24 hours a

day,7 days a week, and will enable patrons to use a PIN to pick up books and other
library materials that have been pre-checked out to them. Based on the lockers' impact on
the number of visitors into the library itself, along with the results of the local support
group's efforts, Library Adminishation may bring a proposal to the Board of Trustees to
revise the Verdi Community Library's hours.

FISCAL IMPACT

No fiscal impact.

RECOMMENDATION

Acknowledge the staffreport on the Duncan/Traner and Verdi Community Libraries.

POSSIBLE MOTIONS

Should the two Boards agree with staffs recommendation, a possible motion would
be:
Move to acknowledge the staff report'on the Duncan-Traner and Verdi Community
Libraries.










