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SUBJECT: Presentation and possible action to support recent lawsuit filed to challenge 

land use restrictions in Nevada imposed by the Nevada portions of the BLM 
and USFS September 2015 Land Management Decisions Regarding Greater 
Sage Grouse Conservation, including authorizing Declaration of county 
official Identifying Specific Mischaracterization of Lands in Washoe County 
and Resulting Harm. (Requested by Commissioner Herman)  

 
SUMMARY 
Presentation and possible action to support recent lawsuit filed to challenge land use 
restrictions in Nevada imposed by the Nevada portions of the BLM and USFS September  
2015 Land Management Decisions Regarding Greater Sage Grouse Conservation, including 
authorizing Declaration of county official Identifying Specific Mischaracterization of Lands 
in Washoe County and Resulting Harm.   
 
Washoe County Strategic Objective supported by this item: Regional and Community 
Leadership. 
 
PREVIOUS ACTION 
No previous action. 
 
BACKGROUND 
Washoe County staff actively worked with input on the Sage Grouse Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement dating back to the 1990’s.  The recently approved Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) Approved Resource Management Plan (“ARMP”) currently conflicts 
with the Conservation Element of the Washoe County Master Plan and will interfere with 
Washoe County’s planning efforts to include the ability to develop schools, cemeteries, and 
to manage other habitat and economic development issues.   

The Washoe County Master Plan’s goal is to prevent further damage to species and their 
habitats, so that their presence in Washoe County can be maintained in a practical, 
comprehensive way.  The generalities in the ARMP maps and the BLM’s inability to 
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consider site specific data and information to ground-truth in their maps is resulting in 
arbitrary exclusion of Lands from use even when those lands might not be actual habitat.  
Prior to the ARMP, Washoe County worked with the Carson City BLM District to identify 
lands the County would like to acquire during preparation of the Resource Management 
plan (RMP) for the district.  The County requested lands were shown on the RMP maps as 
suitable for disposal until the ARMP eliminated some of the areas previously classified as 
suitable for disposal due to the alleged presence of sage grouse habitat based on the general 
ARMP habitat maps.  The “general” habitat in the ARMP maps comes close to the urban, 
suburban areas of the Truckee Meadows and has affected local entities from their ability to 
acquire BLM land for civic uses.    

In addition the focus on landscape level maps and refusal to consider site specific data 
means the County may be missing important habitat that is in need of protection or 
identification for conservation.   

Currently, several Counties are additionally concerned with the current ARMP plan 
approved through the BLM with a recent filing of a lawsuit through the Nevada Association 
of Counties (NACO).  NACO will provide a summary in more detail in the corresponding 
presentation.   

FISCAL IMPACT 
No fiscal impact.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
It is recommended that the Board of County Commissioners acknowledge the presentation 
and take action to support recent lawsuit filed to challenge land use restrictions in Nevada 
imposed by the Nevada portions of the BLM and USFS September 2015 Land Management 
Decisions Regarding Greater Sage Grouse Conservation, including authorizing Declaration 
of county official Identifying Specific Mischaracterization of Lands in Washoe County and 
Resulting Harm.   
 
POSSIBLE MOTION 
Should the Board agree with staff’s recommendation, a possible motion would be “Move to 
acknowledge the presentation and possible action to support recent lawsuit filed to 
challenge land use restrictions in Nevada imposed by the Nevada portions of the BLM and 
USFS September 2015 Land Management Decisions Regarding Greater Sage Grouse 
Conservation, including authorizing Declaration of county official Identifying Specific 
Mischaracterization of Lands in Washoe County and Resulting Harm.” 
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