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Inhoduction and first reading of an Ordinance amending Washoe County Code
Chapter 55 by repealing provisions containing metes and bounds descriptions of
animal congested areas; by amending provisions related to reporting violations of
animal statutes, restraining animals, licensing dogs, rabies vaccinations, "at large"
domestic animals, impounded animals and quarantine; and by repealing, adding
and revising various definitions. Set the public hearing for second reading and
possible adoption of the ordinance on November 10, 2015 at 3:00 pm. (Al1
Commission Districts)

SUMMARY

The Washoe County Board of County Commissioners (BCC) will introduce and hold the first
reading of an ordinance amending Washoe County Code Chapter 55, by repealing provisions
containing metes and bounds descriptions of animal congested areas, speciffing that these metes

and bounds desoiptions and a corresponding map shall be adopted by the board by resolution;
by amending provisions reporting unresfrained and at large animals, impoundment of animals
and dog licensing.

Washoe County Code Chapter 55 was rewritten to create aunified animal control ordinance
which was adopted on June 14,2005 in accordance with the lnterlocal Agreement entered into
by the Cities of Reno and Sparks and the County of Washoe to effectuate the consolidation of
animal services in the County. In accordance with that Interlocal Agreement and the consolidated
ordinances, animal senrices have been provided on a regional basis now in excess of nine years.

It is based on this experience, revision to State Statutes and public input during this time that
these amendments to Chapter 55 are being proposed.

o NRS 244.189 providesthattheboardof countycommissionersmayexercisesuchpowers
and may enact such ordinances not in conflict with Nevada statutes for, inter alia, the
contol and protection of animals.

. NRS 244.359 provides that the board of county commissioners may enact and enforce
ordinances fixing, imposing and collecting an annual license fee on dogs and providing
for the capture and disposal of all dogs on which the license fee is not paid; regulating or
prohibiting the running at large and disposal of all kinds of animals; establishing a pound,
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appointing a pound keeper and prescribing his duties; prohibiting cruelty to animals; and
designating an animal as inherently dangerous and requiring the owner of such an animal
to obtain a policy of liability insurance for the animal in an amount determined by the
board of county commissioners. Any such ordinances may applythroughout the entire
county or govem only a limited area within the county.

o The BCC and the City Councils of the City of Reno and City of Sparks consolidated
animal control functions in Washoe County to be on a regional basis. The consolidation
of animal services was accomplished by the adoption of ordinances of the three
jurisdictions approving an interlocal agreement among the cities of Reno and Sparks and
Washoe County which regionalized all field services, including, but not limited to,
licensing, enforcement, rabies control, kennel permitting and related adminishative
functions relating thereto under the jurisdiction and control of Washoe County. The final
step in the consolidation process occurred on June 14,2005 when the BCC adopted the
ordinance which amended Washoe County Code Chapter 55 in compliance with the
interlocal agreement for the consolidation of animal services. Since that date, animal
services within Washoe Countyhas been operated and provided on a regional basis. We
now have over nine years of regional operational experience.

o It is the intention of this Ordinance to repeal, enact and revise sections to Washoe County
Code Chapter 55 based upon that experience and public input.

County priority/goals: Safe, secure and healthy communities; Public participation and open,
transparent communication.

PREYIOUS ACTION

On April 22,2014 the BCC approved the establishment of Washoe County Regional Animal
Services as a stand-alone department.

On June 17,2014 the BCC authorized initiation of proceedings to amend Washoe County Code
(Chapters 5 and 55) related to the creation of the Department of Regional Animal Services.

On July 22,2014 the BCC received an update on the public input process regarding Washoe
County Code Chapter 55.

BACKGROT]I[D

On April 22,2014 the BCC approved establishing Washoe County Regional Animal Services as
a standalone department.

On June 17,2014, the BCC directed the Clerk to submit a request to the District Attorney to
initiate proceedings to amend Washoe County Code (Chapters 5 and 55).

The County Managers Office and Washoe County Regional Animal Services (WCRAS) initially
met with OnStrategy to plan the public input process for the proposed code amendments. A fust
step in the public input process was to share proposed revisions with key stakeholder groups
including the Cities of Reno and Sparks and major animal groups in our County, which included
the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA), Nevada Humane Society (NHS)
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and Pet Network. Through individual meetings with stafi input was received from these groups
regarding the proposed code amendments.

An online comment process 'oOpen Washoe" was utilized from July 7 , 2014 to August 18, 2Al4
to establish priorities for ordinance workshops, to raise awareness of the code issues and to
obtain a broad range of input on topics important to the public. The unique feature of this
community engagement tool allowed visitors to the site to read all the comments posted by their
fellow citizens, as well as the ability to agree or disagree.

During the public input process there were numerous media releases and targeted email
notifications encouraging the public to give input on the code amendments. There were also
several news stories, print articles and radio shows discussing the changes and encouragng
public input, which resulted in additional input being received via phone calls and emails.

This process was implernented to raise awareness of the community issues and to insure the
widest range of public input. At key points during the public input process, new questions
regarding the code revisions were posted and the proposed code amendments were edited based
upon public input. These changes were then posted on "Open Washoe" for citizens to review.

Additionally,links to "Open Washoe" were added to the Animal Services web page and an email
account animalcode@washoecounty.us was created for the public to communicate their
comments and concerns specific to proposed Code changes.

FISCAL IMPACT

None

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that the Board of County Commissioners introduce a first reading of an
Ordinance amending Washoe County Code Chapter 55 by repealing provisions containing metes
and bounds descriptions of animal congested areas; by amending provisions related to reporting
violations of animal statutes, restraining animals, licensing dogs, rabies vaccinations, ooat large"
domestic animals, impounded animals and quarantine; and by repealing, adding and revising
various definitions. Set the public hearing for second reading and possible adoption of the
ordinance on November 10, 2015 at 3:00 pm.

POSSIBLE MOTION

Should the Board approve, a possible motion would be:

'Move to introduce on behalf of the Board of County Commissioners a first reading of an
Ordinance amending Washoe County Code Chapter 55 by repealing provisions containing metes
and bounds descriptions of animal congested areas; by amending provisions related to reporting
violations of animal statutes, restraining animals,licensing dogs, rabies vaccinations, "at large"
domestic animals, impounded animals and quarantine; and by repealing, adding and revising
various definitions. Set the public hearing for second reading and possible adoption of the
ordinance on November 10, 2015 at 3:00 pm."



SUMMARY: An ordinance amending Washoe County Code Chapter 55 by
repealing provisi-ons containing metes and bounds
descriptions of animal congested areas; by amending
provisions related to reporting violations of animal
statutes, restraining animals, Ii-censing dogs, rabies
vaccinati-ons, "at large" domestic animals, impounded
animals and quarantine; and by repealing, adding and
revising various definitions.

BILL NO.

ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING WASHOE COUNTY CODE CHAPTER 55 BY REPEALING
PROVISIONS CONTAINING METES AND BOUNDS DESCRIPTIONS OF ANIMAL
CONGESTED AREAS; BY AMENDING PROVIS]ONS RELATED TO REPORTING
VIOLATIONS OF ANTMAL STATUTES, RESTRAINING ANIMALS, LICENSING
DOGS, RAB]ES VACCINATIONS, "AT LARGE" DOMESTIC ANIMALS,
IMPOUNDED ANIMALS AND QUARANTINE,. AND BY REPEALING, ADD]NG AND
REVISING VARIOUS DEEINITIONS.

THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OE THE COUNTY OF WASHOE DO

ORDAIN:

SECTION 1. Sections 55.250
section 55.465 of the Washoe

through 55.330, inclusive, and
County Code are hereby repealed.

SECTION 2. The definitions of "residence" and "stray" contalned
in secti-on 55.010 of the lrlashoe County Code are hereby repealed.

SECTION 3. Section 55.010 of the Washoe County Code is hereby
amended to add the fol-l-owing new definitions:

'rService animal" means an animal that has been individually
trained to perform tasks for people with disabilities in
accordance wittr NRS 426.097 and the Anericans wittr Disalcilities
Act. Service anj-ma1s are working animals, not pets.

\Tether" Beans a cable, chain, rope or ottrer simil-ar device that
is used to restrain an animal.

SECTION 4. Sectj-on 55.070 of the Washoe County Code is hereby
amended as fol-lows:

55.070 Report of violations.
1. Any person who observes a violation of any provj-sion of

this chapter may report t.he suspected violation to--afi-rei:frat
een+:=el-egtrieer regional animal services. A--reper+ compJ.aint
may be oral or written. Any person requesting civiJ. or criminal
action to be taken must submit a written complaint of the



vioLation to regional animal services.
2. In accordance with NRS 207 .280 r any person who knowingJ.y

makes a false complaint to regional ani"mal services that a
feJ.ony or nisdeneanor has been comitted is grriJ.ty of a
misdeneanor.

SECTION 5.
amended as

Section 55.080 of the Washoe County Code is hereby
follows:

55.080 Warning of certain violations of chapter. An animal
control- "ff g to any
person suspected of violating the provisions of this chapter or
Nevada Revised Statutes. The warning may precede or be issued
in lieu of a written cj-tation or notice of civil penalty.

SECTION 6.
amended as

Section 55.100 of the Washoe County Code is hereby
follows:

55.100 Restraining animals.
1. In the congested areas@7--everf each person

who# has the care, custody or control of any

sheeffiw-i€-e livestock, domestic animal or exotic animalT*as_an

must keep the animal. restrained by a
fence, cage, coop, chai-n, tether, leash or other adequate means
so that the ani-mal shall not leave the premises upon which it is
kept.

2. In the congested areas@, it is unlawful for
the owner of any dog to allow the dog to be in a public-?ar+
area unless the dog is on a leash. This provision does not
apply to speci-aI areas that may be designated for training
programs, dog shows or dog parks.

3 o IE is trnlaw€u} fer anlr persen Eo brinq an animal inEe Ehe
a-ea des*gnaEed fer a speeial evenE when Ehe evenE has been

Ee gtride degsi hearing degs and helping degs assisEinq

SECTION 7.
amended as

Secti-on 55.230 of the Washoe County Code is hereby
follows:

55.230 Determination of congested areas. For the purpose of
certain reg shoe County, the
€e{rftErt' board will*e dividery the county into areas
eit+er determined i*e to be congested
areasT€r and areas not@ deterrmined to be congested



areas under this chapter. Ehe areas wiEhin Ehe unineerporaEed

i+
enap*+ fhe compLete metes and bounds description of each of
ttre congested areas as well as a correspon.{i ng map of these
congested areas shaIl be adopted by the board by resolution,
which may be arnended from time to time by the board.

SECTION 8. Section 55.340 of the Washoe County Code is hereby
follows:amended as

55.340 Li-censing of dogs in congested areas required;+a*t+a}
&ieense; fees; license tags; unlawful to fail to l-icense.

1. Within a congested area@, every person
keeping or maintaining any dog over the age of 4 months, within
30 days after the dog attains this dger or after first bringing
a dog j-nto a congested area to keep and maintain, shal1 obtain
and thereafter continuously maintain for t,he dog a current and
valid dog license issued by++e--e.euaey regional animal. services
and shall- comply with the vaccination provisions of section
55.580.

2. Each dog license shall be+nnt+a{--aad
rn*rs+*erenewed@within30daysfromtheexpirationdate
o€n the-*ieens'e certificate. After this dat,e, a penalty fee
shall be charged for late Iicensing.

3. The license fee shal-I be set
te.tjirme by the board of county commissioners.

4. Upon+><#iJ
payment of the

1icensefee,@regiona1anima1serviceswi]-1issue:
(a) A certificate stating the licenselear period for which

the license fee is paid, a descri-ption of the dog, the dat.e of
payment and the name and-rcider+ee address of the person to whom
the license is issued.

(b) A metal-erjlas.tj= tag or implanted microchip numbered t.o
correspond with the license

.

5. EheA dog license is not transferable from one dog to
another.

6. No refund sha1l be made on any dog license fee because of
death of the dog or the owner movi-ng out of the county before
expiration of the license period.

7 - IE is tmlawFul fer tshe ewner ef anlr dog Ee keep or
ma+nta+n the eeg +n

SECTION 9.
amended as

Section 55.350 of the Washoe County Code is hereby
follows:

55.350 Rabies vaccination required.



1.
i-ee*.ae.eire'It

is unrawful to own or possess a dog, cat or ferret which is not
appropriately vaccinated against rabies. Rabies vaccinations
must be given by a veteri-narian licensed to practice veterinary
medicine in the state in which the-deg animar was vaccinated,

Mi-ea. Each# rabies vaccination
shall expire as noted on the vaccination certificate, and sha11
include the information speclfied in section 55.590;---er

.

2.

his section does not apply to an
ani"mal that for medi caL reasons should not be vaccinated,
provided the owner furnishes such a statament from a ].icensed
veterinarian.

sECTroN 10. section 55.380 of the washoe county code is hereby
amended as follows:

55.380 Lic@ The licensj_ng provisions of
this cr,apt@o-t#ere*aer-eF any dog which is+

+n-n

Ue-a+-+arge"=

4#used by a public 1aw enforcement agencyr or which is in
the temporary care and custody of a releasing agency approved by
regional animal services.

sECTroN 11. section 55.460 of the washoe county code is hereby
amended as follows:

55.460 Unlawful for domestic animals, except cats, to be at
large in conqested areas; damage bv animals; capture and
impoundment by individuats.

1. It is un]awful for any donestic animal, except a. cats, to
be at large within the congested areas-as-d3s'ig-ftat,effi.

2. ft j-s unlawful for any domestic animalT to endanger
property, public saf etyT--ibseJf or any other animat.

3. A vlolati-on of subsection 1 or 2 is committed by the owner
or person havi-ng custody, control or possession of the ani-mal.

4. An---a+ member of regional animal
services' staff or any other person may take up and impound at
the animal services center:

(a) Any domestic animal, except a cats, which is found at



large within a congested areai

(b) Any d,omestic animat- which is trespassins on that o.r"."lllll=
property; and

(c) Any domestic animal, which is endangering property,
public safetyTt#e}€ or any other animal.

SECTION 12. Section 55.485 of the Washoe County Code is hereby
amended as follows:

55.485 @les regarding impounded animals.
1. The

l+aseee+eun+V Director of-Publie*er*s regional animal services
or his or her designee* may promulgate reasonable rules
reLated to animals. fhese ruLes-t*hi=e*r may include, but are not
limited to:

(a) Charging owners or persons having the care, custody or
possesslon of impounded animals
ehapteFr- for all- costs and maintenance incurred by-+ee regional
animal services-€entfi3, including special assessments.

(b) Muthanizing impounded animals in a humane
manner where the animals have been left unredeemed-aB-€he
s.hel+e+ beyond the specified impoundment period.

(c) Muthanizing i-mpounded animals which-*re
ing may not be kept due to dangerous

rcepen+i+ies behavior, disease, o9e or in j ury.
(d) D*spesiEion by walr ef Eransfer efTransferring impounded,

unredeemed animal-s.
(e) deeming animals upon payment of

aII cosLs as outlined herein and upon licensing or relicensing
and vaccination of such animals.

(f) +epre+i^eeProviding for the periodic inspection of the
eftt:t_re regional Aanimal- Sservices €center.

SECTION 13. Section 55.490 of the Washoe County Code is hereby
amended as follows:

55.490 Perj-od of impoundment; notice of impoundment;
disposition of unclaimed animal-s.

1. Except in the case of livestock, an animal impounded at
the animal services center will be kept*e-:=e for a period of
five days, unJ.ess redeemed earlier by its owner.

2. If regional animal. services knows or discovers the
identity of the owner of an impounded animali-s--k+ew+er
diseevered blr Ehe animal serviees eenEer,M
e+trieer regional ani"mal services staff shall attempt to provide
notice#*e-etrner of the aninal.' s impoundment#.



If the identity of the owner is ascertained and notice is given,
the owner may redeem the animal in accordance with section
55.500. ff the owner does not redeem the animal within the time
period specified by#e regional animal serviceseter, the
impounded animal may be-destreyed euthanized as provided in
subsect.ion 3 below.

3. nn +mpeunee+ arrima+ m gional animal
services may euthanize an impounded anirmal in a humane manner

'ieer after the end of
the five day impoundment periodT*uE. In lieu of euthanasia,
regional animal services may transfer any# unredeemed animal
auEherized for desErueE*en may be Eransferred to+nlpersen-i+
aeeerdanee wiEh Ehe rules premt*lgaEed pursuanE Ee seeEion 55,480
an authorized releasing agency requesting ttre ani.mal.

SECTION 14. Section 55.500 of the Washoe County Code is hereby
amended as follows:

55.500 Redeeming impounded animals. The owner or person
entitled t any impounded ani-maI7
@ may redeem such animal by:

1. Presenting proof of a current llcense
=.**riees.--eer+e+; if the animal i-s of a type that must be
licensed;

2. +aymea+-e+-aPaying the license fee, if the animal is a dog
and was unlicensed;

3. Requesting implantation of a microchip, if the animal- is a
dog or cat;

34. +a1rmea+refPaying fees for*e impoundment, boarding, care
andanymedica1treatmentprovidedtotheanima1@
serviees eenEer; and

45. Provideing proof of rabies vaccinatj-on if the animal is a
type that can be vaccinatedz---er. +If such animal has not been
vaccinated,
whieh will be retstrrned upen providing preef ef vaeeinaEien; and
regional animal services shal-I issue a tenporazy J-icense if one
is required, and shal.J. notify the owner regarding coupliance
wittr section 55.350. The onner of said animaL must provide
proof of rabies vaccination within 14 days of redeuption.

5, [{eeE tshe eendiEions of any rules EhaE have been

SECTION 15. Section 55.630 of the Washoe County Code is hereby
amended as follows:

55.630 Quarantine fees. Quarantine fees shall be*err+$y
the responsibility of the owner. +ees-re-:=Auarantine fees-aE

€ae{fj*tr shall be set by the board of county commissioners.



SECTION 16. Section 55.010 of the Washoe County Code is hereby
amended as foll-ows:

lill^. larse means every instance in which a domestic animal,
except a catr is
physically off the premises of its owner@
r-e€pens-i-ffi€e:=, handler or keeper

er eEher persen Ees^onsible Eherefor and neE trnder eenErel b1,'

resErainE o- blr signal er veiee, unless physically restrained by
a leash and under the controJ- of a person within the congested
areas desigmated by the board of county comissioners. rrAt
J.arg'e" does not include a dog exhibited in dog shows, trials r or
obedience training; or a dog which is safe]-y and securely
confined within or upon any vehicle; or a dog under control in a
designated off-Leash area; or dogs used by law enforcement
agencies.

lil[*", congested area" herein described as r'€congested area
includes€qf those areas of-€he l[ashoe eCounty so designated by
the board of county commissioners and

i*re ].isted herein as folLows:
1. Incoza>orated City of Reno;
2. Incorporated City of Sparks;
3. Greater fruckee Maadows and surroun&ing environs;
4. IYood1and. Villalre area;
5. Pebble Creek area;
6. EagJ.es Nest area;
7. Spring Rid,ge area;
8. Arrow Creek/Southwest Vistas area;
9. Timberline area;
10.
11.
L2.
13.
L4-

Pleasant VaIJ.ey area,'
Sunridge/neindeer area;
Saint Janes ViJ.J.age area;
OId l[ashoe City area;
New l[ashoe City area;



15.
L6.
L7.
18.
19.
20.

Incline ViJ-Iage area;
Franktown area,'
Gerlach area,'
Empire area;
Spanish Springs area; and
Wadsworth and StampmiJ.l Estates Subdivision area.

lllll..",,".o
A
the erner by

lllll,.",.o animal
A
domesticated by
NRS 501.003.

means the animal is restricted to the property-e€
Ieash, cord, tettrer, chain, waII or fence barrier.

l[lr., means any domestic canine anlmal
€{.+€u+€#€d.

lllllr",,"".i-c animal incrudes, but is not limited to, the
A
following: any dog, cat

or other aninal. that is kept by a person
primarily for personal- enjoyment. Domestic animal does not
incLude any exotic ani-mal or an animal that is kept in
connection with farming or ag'ricu1ture or drawing heavy loads.

includes any ungulate anj-mal not customarily
man except alternative livestock as defined in

of any animal

vetserinarian er bearding lcenne] eperaEer fer a period of less
++an-++-+airsr or pemit an animal to be or renain on, or be
lodged or fed within, such person's house, yard or premises.

lilllo,","",ine
A

animal exposed
means the placement of a biting animal--err do
to a rabid animal or to a high-risk speci-es in

llill.-" -s*ar* means ro keep, harbor
A
or have<nt-:=e}7- charge of , or have the care, custody or controJ.



isol-ation at a veterinary hospital, animal shelter or other
@ location in a manner such that the animal- can
be careful-ly observed for signs of illness or abnormal behavior.

lllll*.or"= control authority means the distrlct heat-th orricer or
A

+*ien
his desigmee.

IBusiness Impact Note: The Board of County Commissioners hereby
finds that this ordinance does not impose a direct and
signiflcant economic burden upon a business, nor does it
directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a
business. l

Proposed on the day of , 201-5.

Proposed by Commlssioner

Passed on the day of , 2015.

Vote:

Ayes:

Nays:

Absent:

Chairman
Washoe County Commission

ATTEST:

County Clerk

This ordinance shall be in force and effect from and after the
day of , 2015.



SUMMARY: An ordinance amending Washoe County Code Chapter 55 by
repealing provisions containing metes and bounds
descriptions of animal congested areas, by amending
provisions rel-ated to reporting violations of animal
statutes, restraining animals, 1i-censing dogs, rabies
vaccinations, "at Large" domestic animal-s, impounded
animals and quarantine; and by repeali-ng, adding and
revising various definitions.

BILL NO.

ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING WASHOE COUNTY CODE CHAPTER 55 BY REPEALING
PROVISIONS CONTAINING METES AND BOUNDS DESCRIPTIONS OF ANIMAL
CONGESTED AREAS, BY AMENDING PROVISIONS RELATED TO REPORTING
VIOLATIONS OE ANIMAL STATUTES, RESTRAINING ANIMALS, LTCENSING
DOGS, RABIES VACCINATIONS, "AT LARGE" DOMESTIC ANIMALS,
IMPOUNDED ANIMALS AND QUARANTINE; AND BY REPEALING, ADDING AND
REVISING VARIOUS DEFINITIONS.

THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY OF WASHOE DO

ORDAIN:

SECTION 1. Sections 55.250 through 55.330, inclusive, and
section 55.465 of the Washoe County Code are hereby repealed.

SECTION 2. The definitions of
in section 55.010 of the Washoe

"residence" and "stray" contained
County Code are hereby repealed.

SECTION 3.
amended to

Sectj-on 55.010 of the Washoe County Code is hereby
add the following new definitions:

"service anima1" means an animal that has been individually
trained to perform tasks for peopl-e with disabilities in
accordance with NRS 426.097 and the Americans with Disabilities
Act. Service animals are working animals, not pets.

"Tether" means a cable, chain, rope or other similar device that
is used to restrain an animal.

SECTION 4.
amended as

Section 55.070 of the Washoe County Code is hereby
fol-lows:

55.070 Report of violations.
1. Any person who observes a violation of any provislon of

this chapter may report the suspected violation to regional
animal servj-ces. A complaint may be oral or written. Any person
requesti-ng civil or criminal action to be taken must submit a
written complaint of the violation to regional animal services.



2. In accordance with NRS 201.280, any person who knowingly
makes a false complaint to regional animal servi-ces that a
felony or misdemeanor has been committed is guilty of a
misdemeanor.

SECTION 5.
amended as

Section 55.080 of the Washoe County Code is hereby
follows:

55.080 Warning of certain violations of chapter. An animal
contro1 offj-cer may i-ssue an oral or written warning to any
person suspected of violating the provisions of t.his chapter or
Nevada Revised Statutes. The warning may precede or be issued
in lieu of a writt.en citation or notice of civil penalty.

SECTION 6.
amended as

Section 55.100 of the Washoe County Code is hereby
fol-lows:

55.100 Restraining animals.
1. In the congested areas, each person who has the care,

custody or control of any livestock, domestic animal or exotic
animal, must keep the animal restrained by a fence, cage, coop,
chain, tether, leash or other adequate means so t,hat the animal
shall not leave the premises upon which it is kept.

2. In the congested areas, it is unlawful for the owner of
any dog to allow the dog to be in a public area unless the dog
is on a l-eash. This provision does not apply to special areas
that may be designated for training programs, dog shows or dog
parks.

SECTION 7.
amended as

Section 55.230 of the Washoe County Code is hereby
follows:

55.230 Determination of congested areas. For the purpose of
certain regulati-ons regarding animals in Washoe County, t.he
board will divide the county lnto areas determined to be
congested areas and areas not determined to be congested areas
under this chapter. The complete metes and bounds description
of each of the congested areas as well as a corresponding map of
these congested areas sha1l be adopted by the board by
resolution, which may be amended from time to t,ime by the board.

SECTION 8.
amended as

Section 55.340 of the Washoe County Code is hereby
follows:

55.340 Li-censing of dogs in congested areas required; fees;
license tags; unlawful to fail to license.

1. Within a congested area, every person keeping or
maintaining any dog over the age of 4 months, within 30 days
after the dog attains this a9e, or after first bringing a dog
into a congested area to keep and maintain, sha11 obtain and



thereafter contj-nuously maintain for the dog a current and valid
dog license issued by regional anj-mal services and shall comply
with the vaccination provisions of section 55.580.

2. Each dog license shall be renewed within 30 days from the
expiration date on the certificate. After this date, a penalty
fee sha1l be charged for late licensing.

3. The l-icense fee shall be set by the board of county
commissioners.

4. Upon payment of the license fee, regional animal services
will issue:

(a) A certificate stating the license period for which the
license fee is paid, a description of the dog, the date of
payment and the name and address of the person to whom the
license is issued.

(b) A metal tag or implanted microchip numbered to correspond
with the license.

5. A dog license is not transferable from one dog to another.
6. No refund shal-l be made on any dog license fee because of

death of the dog or the owner moving out of the county before
expiration of the license period.

SECTION 9. Section 55.350 of the Washoe County Code is hereby
amended as f ol]ows:

55.350 Rabies vaccination requi-red.
l-. It is unlawful to own or possess a dog, cat or ferret

which is not appropriately vaccinated against rabies. Rabies
vaccinations must be given by a veterinarian licensed to
practice veterinary medicine in the st.ate in which the animal
was vaccinated. Each rabies vaccination shall expi-re as noted
on the vaccination certificate, and shall include the
information specified in section 55.590.

2. This section does not apply to an animal that for medical
reasons should not be vaccinated, provided the owner furnishes
such a statement from a licensed veterinarian.

SECTION 10. Section 55.380 of the Washoe County Code j-s hereby
amended as follows:

55.380 Licensing exemptions. The lj-censing provisions of
this chapter to not apply to a dog which is used by a public law
enforcement agency, or which is in the temporary care and
custody of a releasing agency approved by regional animal
services.

SECTION 11. Sectj-on 55.460 of the Vflashoe County Code is hereby
amended as foll-ows:

55.460 Un1awful for domestic animals, except cats, to be at
large in congested areas; damage by animals; capture and



impoundment by individuals.
1. It is unlawfu1 for any domestic animal, except a cat, to

be at large within the congested areas.
2. It is unlawful for any domestic animal to endanger

property, public safety or any other animal.
3. A violation of subsection 1 or 2 is committed by the owner

or person having custody, control or possessi-on of the animal.
4. A member of regional animal services' staff or any other

person may take up and impound at the animal services center:
(a) Any domestic animal, except a cat, which is found at

large within a congested area;
(b) Any domestic animal whlch is trespassj-ng on that persons

property; and
(c) Any domestic animal, which is endangering property,

public safety or any other animal.

SECTION 12. Section 55.485 of the Washoe County Code is hereby
amended as follows:

55.485 RuIes regarding impounded animals.
1. The Director of regional anima1 services or his or her

desi-gnee may promulgate reasonabl-e rules related to animals.
These rules may include, but are not Ii-mited to:

(a) Charging owners or persons having the care, custody or
possession of impounded animals for all costs and maintenance
incurred by regional animal services, including special
assessments.

(b) Euthanizing i-mpounded anj-mals in a humane manner where
the animals have been left unredeemed beyond the specified
i-mpoundment period.

(c) Euthanizing impounded animals which may not be kept due
to dangerous behavior, disease, age or in3ury.

(d) Transferrlng impounded, unredeemed animals.
(e) Redeeming animals upon payment of all- costs as outlined

herein and upon licensi-ng or relicensing and vaccination of such
ani-ma1s.

(f) Providi-ng for the periodic inspectj-on of the regional
animal services center.

SECTION 13. Section 55.490 of the Washoe County Code is hereby
amended as follows:

55.490 Period of impoundment; notice of impoundment;
disposition of unclaimed animals.

1. Except in the case of livestock, an animal i_mpounded at
the animal servj-ces center will be kept for a period of five
days, unless redeemed earlier by its owner.

2. If regional animal services knows or discovers the
identity of the owner of an i-mpounded anj-mal regional animal
services staff shall attempt to provide notice of the animal, s



impoundment. If the identity of the owner is ascertained and
notice is given, the owner may redeem the animal in accordance
with secti-on 55.500. If the owner does not redeem the animal
within the time period specified by regional anlmal- services,
the impounded animal may be euthanized as provi-ded in subsection
3 below.

3. Regional animal services may euthanj-ze an impounded animal
in a humane manner after the end of the five day impoundment
period. In 1leu of euthanasia, regional animal services may
transfer any unredeemed animal to an authorized releasing agency
requesting the animal.

SECTION 14. Section 55.500 of the Washoe County Code is hereby
amended as follows:

55.500 Redeeming impounded animals. The owner or person
entitled to possess any impounded animal- may redeem such animal
by:

1. Presenting proof of a current license if the animal is of
a type that must be licensed;

2. Paying the license fee, if the animal- 1s a dog and was
unlicensed;

3. Requesting implantation of a microchip, if the animal is a
dog or cat;

4. Paying fees for lmpoundment, boarding, care and any
medical treatment provided to the animal; and

5. Providing proof of rabies vaccination if the animal is a
type that can be vaccinated. If such animal has not been
vaccinated, regional animal services shaI1 issue a temporary
license if one is required, and shal1 notify the owner regarding
compliance with section 55.350. The owner of said animal must
provj-de proof of rabies vaccination within 14 days of
redemption.

SECTION 15. Section 55.630 of the Washoe County Code is hereby
amended as f o1l-ows:

55. 630 Quarantine fees. Quarantine fees shall be the
responsibility of the owner. Quarantine fees shaIl be set by
the board of county commissioners.

SECTION 16. Section 55.010 of the Washoe County Code is hereby
amended as follows:

At large means every instance in which a domestic animal,
except a cat, is physically off the premises of its owner,
handler or keeper, unless physically restrained by a leash and
under the control- of a person within the congested areas
designated by the board of county commissioners. "At 1arge"



does not include a dog exhibited 1n dog shows, trials, oy
obedience training; or a dog which is safely and securely
confined within or upon any vehicle; or a dog under control in a

designated off-leash area; or dogs used by 1aw enforcement
agencies.

Animal congested area" herein described as "congested area
includes those areas of Washoe County so designated by the board
of count.y commi-ssioners and listed herein as follows:

1. Incorporated City of Reno;
2. fncorporated City of Sparks;
3. Greater Truckee Meadows and surroundi-ng environs;
4. Vrloodland Village area;
5. Pebble Creek area;
6. Eagles Nest area;
7. Spring Ridge areai
8. Arrow Creek/Southwest Vistas area;
9. Timberline area;
10. Pleasant Valley area;
11. Sunridge/Reindeer area;
L2. Saint James Village area;
13. Old Washoe City area;
L4. New Washoe City areai
15. Inclj-ne Village area;
16. Eranktown area;
L7. Gerlach area;
18. Empire area;
19. Spanish Springs area; and
20. Wadsworth and Stampmill Estates Subdivisj-on area.

Confined means the animal is rest.ricted to the property by
leash, cord, tether, chain, waII or fence barrj-er.

Dog means any domestic canine animal.

Domestic animal includes, but is not llmited to, the following:
any dog, cat or other animal that is kept by a person primarily
for personal enjoyment. Domestlc animal does not include any
exotic animal or an animal that j-s kept in connectj-on with
farming or agriculture or drawing heavy loads.

Hoofed animal includes any ungulate animal not customarily
domesticated by man except alternative livestock as defined in



NRS 501.003.

Own means to keep, harbor or have charge of, or have the care,
custody or control- of an animal, or permi-t an animal to be or
remain on, or be lodged or fed within, such person's house, yard
or premises.

Quarantine means t.he placement of a biting animalr do ani-mal
exposed to a rabid animal or to a high-risk species 1n isolation
at a veterinary hospital, animal shelter or other location in a
manner such that the animal can be carefully observed for signs
of illness or abnormal behavior.

Rabj-es control authority means the district health officer or
his designee.

IBusiness Impact Note: The Board of County Commissioners hereby
finds that this ordinance does not impose a direct and
significant economic burden upon a business, nor does it
directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a
business. l



Proposed on the day of

Proposed by Commissj-oner

Passed on the day of

Vote:

, 20L5.

, 2075.

Ayes:

Nays:

Absent:

Chai-rman
Washoe County Commission

ATTEST:

County C1erk

This ordinance shalI be in force and effect from and after the
day of , 2015.


