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Description automatically generated]West Truckee Meadows/Verdi Township Citizen Advisory Board  
Minutes of the regular meeting of the West Truckee Meadows/Verdi Township
Citizen Advisory Board held on January 20, 2025, at 5:30 P.M.
Verdi Community Library & Nature Study, 270 Bridge St, Verdi, NV 89439

1. CALL TO ORDER/ DETERMINATION OF QUORUM 

Present- Carly Borchard, Carmeron Kramlich, Barbara Fenne, Veronica Gearhart, Joel Martin, Bob Laurie, Mac Rossi 

Absent- 

A quorum was established.

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

3. [bookmark: _Hlk97110004]GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT –

Katherine Yriarte introduced herself as a candidate for the District 5 Planning Commission, sharing that this was her first opportunity to attend the meeting and connect with residents in the area. She said she could not stay for the full meeting due to a prior commitment related to her role as president of the Nevada Equine Council but wanted to personally introduce herself and leave contact information. Yriarte highlighted her “Coffee with Katherine” series, a weekly, informal meet-and-greet held in neighborhoods across District 5, which spans nearly 6,000 square miles. She said the gatherings are designed to hear directly from residents about local concerns. A Verdi-area event is scheduled for Jan. 31 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Sasquatch. A Rancho Haven resident and horse trainer, Yriarte said she became more involved in local government after encountering outdated county code related to equine regulations. She also cited concerns about services for seniors and individuals with disabilities, noting that many are at risk of homelessness. She said expanding resources for seniors, people with disabilities and caregivers would be among her top priorities.

Tammy Holt-Still introduced herself as a candidate for District 5, sharing that she has lived in the area since 2011 and became actively involved in community issues following flooding in Lemmon Valley. Since 2017, she said she has participated in meetings related to infrastructure and development affecting areas including Lemmon Valley, Cold Springs and Spanish Springs, and expressed concern about current growth and planning decisions. A retired state employee, Holt-Still said she is running to advocate for residents who she believes lack a voice, particularly in matters involving cities’ spheres of influence. She said she would like to work with the cities of Reno and Sparks to pursue legislative changes that would give county residents greater representation in those decisions. She remained after the meeting to speak further with attendees.

Dee Ann Radcliffe spoke about traffic concerns in the area, calling it her primary focus. She shared recent traffic count data from 2024 showing significant vehicle volume on South Verdi Road and said the information was difficult to obtain, requiring contact with RTC. Radcliffe raised safety concerns, particularly for cyclists, recounting an incident in which a semi-truck nearly ran her daughter off the road despite posted restrictions. She also cited congestion and infrastructure strain near the Garson interchange, attributing the impacts to city-approved development that she said has outpaced infrastructure improvements. Radcliffe said she plans to bring her concerns to RTC and other regional representatives, emphasizing the need to address traffic and safety issues affecting Verdi residents.

Carly Borchard noted that RTC representatives have attended the group’s meetings several times to provide updates, though she pointed out that previously shared traffic data including figures from 2021  were already outdated. While she welcomed hearing that 2024 numbers are now available, she expressed concern that existing counts still do not accurately capture current or future traffic volumes.
Borchard said RTC had been receptive to feedback and encouraged continued community engagement, including placing the issue on future agendas and working together to push for more accurate data and solutions.

4.  APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FOR THE MEETINGS OF September 15	

Bob Laurie moved to approve the meeting minutes Cameron seconded the motion, and the minutes were approved unanimously. 	
	
5. PUBLIC SAFETY UPDATES – 

Truckee Meadows Fire Protection District	
Joe Schum Division Chief with Truckee Meadows Fire and Rescue, reported that 508 emergency incidents were dispatched in the Verdi/West Truckee Meadows area last year, down from 546 the previous year. The monthly average dropped to about 42 calls in 2025. In December, there were no structure fires, with 17 medical calls and eight motor vehicle accidents; the remaining calls were largely good-intent or unfounded responses. Schum reminded residents that open burning for larger parcels is permitted through the end of April, with daily burn status and permits available at TMFPD.us or by phone. He also urged residents to have wood- and pellet-stove chimneys cleaned to prevent chimney fires and to take precautions against slips and falls due to ice in shaded areas.

A resident asked how many of the 508 emergency calls in 2025 were automatic mutual aid responses for the City of Reno. Division Chief Joe Schum clarified that the 508 calls reflect only incidents within the local CAB area and do not include automatic mutual aid responses to the City of Reno.

Washoe County Sheriff’s Office	
Lt. Nick Tone, Patrol Watch Commander for the Washoe County Sheriff’s Office Sunday–Wednesday shift, shared recent data and reporting resources with the group. He said the Sheriff’s Office responded to 7,561 calls for service countywide in December, an increase over the prior year. Compared to the three-year average, vehicle burglaries, simple assaults, sexual offenses, robberies and motor vehicle thefts are down, while DUIs and arson are up. He attributed the rise in DUIs to proactive enforcement by dedicated DUI units. Tone noted a recent increase in suspicious nighttime fires in the Spanish Springs area and said deputies are deploying certified drone operators as both a deterrent and an investigative tool. He also highlighted a recent illegal dumping case that resulted in arrests after a citizen report, emphasizing that the Sheriff’s Office takes dumping violations seriously. He encouraged residents to report emergencies by calling 911 and to use the non-emergency line at 775-985-9276 for non-urgent issues. He also promoted Washoe County’s 311 system and the WashoeSheriff.com reporting portal for concerns such as traffic complaints, graffiti, homeless encampments and other quality-of-life issues. Tone said he will be away for a few months but that experienced sergeants will cover his duties and area-specific data will be shared in the coming months.

A resident asked whether sheriff’s office response times are improving, worsening or staying about the same. Lt. Nick Tone said response times have improved compared to a few years ago, when staffing levels were lower. He noted that current staffing typically includes dedicated deputies assigned to the Valley each night, additional coverage in Incline Village and Gerlach, patrol-support units such as K-9 deputies and dedicated DUI enforcement officers. By assigning specialized units to handle time-intensive cases like DUIs, patrol deputies are freed up to respond more quickly to calls for service.
Tone added that the area has a deputy assigned each night and that proactive patrols in key locations help ensure someone is often nearby, unless multiple high-priority incidents occur at the same time.

A resident asked how to request traffic enforcement. Lt. Nick Tone said requests can be submitted through WashoeSheriff.com, which routes concerns to a lieutenant or the traffic sergeant. From there, the motor unit can develop an enforcement plan that may include speed trailers or radar enforcement.
Another resident asked about target shooting behind homes near Garson Road and whether there is an active effort to address unsafe shooting in congested areas. Tone said the Sheriff’s Office monitors target shooting issues countywide, with notable hotspots such as near Golden Eagle Park in Spanish Springs. He said deputies use tools such as drones to identify unsafe shooting activity and determine whether education or citations are appropriate. He also encouraged residents to use the county’s congested-area shooting maps, which allow users to check their location and ensure they are not shooting in restricted areas.

6. COUNTY MANAGER KATE THOMAS MEET & GREET	

Kate Thomas, Washoe County’s new county manager, introduced herself and shared her background in local government, noting she has served in public service since 1996 and has lived in Northern Nevada since 2004. She previously worked for the City of Reno, the Nevada Secretary of State’s Office and as Washoe County’s assistant county manager before being appointed to her current role in December. Thomas emphasized that as county manager, she serves as the organization’s CEO, responsible for executing policy set by the Board of County Commissioners and other elected officials. Her immediate focus is internal — strengthening the county’s 3,200-employee workforce, improving collaboration across 26 departments and fostering better coordination among department heads and elected officials to reduce silos and increase efficiency. She also clarified that Citizens Advisory Boards (CABs) are not being eliminated and said the county is committed to maintaining and enhancing community engagement through them. On the budget, Thomas said Washoe County remains more fiscally stable than some neighboring jurisdictions due to its reliance on property tax and strong reserve policies. However, she cautioned that revenue growth is not keeping pace with personnel costs, making long-term sustainability a key focus. She encouraged residents to attend an upcoming public budget workshop to learn more about national, regional and local fiscal trends and the county’s five-year outlook.

Mac Rossi thanked County Manager Kate Thomas for attending and shared concerns about increasing participation at CAB meetings, particularly from Reno residents whose neighborhoods fall within the CAB boundary. He suggested exploring outreach to homeowners associations or using ZIP code-based contact methods to better engage residents who may not realize they are part of the CAB area. Rossi also praised the Washoe County Leadership Academy, noting that he and another member have committed to participate and describing the program as significantly improved from years past. He encouraged broader community involvement and expressed appreciation for county leadership’s presence and engagement. In response, Kate Thomas thanked Rossi for the feedback and support. She welcomed ideas to increase community participation and acknowledged the value of programs like the Leadership Academy in building informed and engaged residents. 

Carly Borchard thanked County Manager Kate Thomas for confirming that CABs will remain in place, saying that assurance is personally important to her as a former member of both the local CAB and the City of Reno Neighborhood Advisory Board (NAB). She asked whether Thomas maintains strong working relationships with the City of Reno and raised the idea of holding joint NAB-CAB meetings. Borchard explained that much of the CAB area falls within Reno’s sphere of influence, meaning development proposals including those governed by the Mortensen-Garson Overlay District are reviewed by the city and often do not come before the CAB. She said this has limited the CAB’s ability to hear and discuss significant projects, including a proposed 1,300-home development, and expressed concern that meetings have not felt as informative or useful over the past year. In response, Kate Thomas said she has strong, ongoing working relationships with both Reno and Sparks leadership and emphasized the value of regional collaboration. She expressed support for exploring joint NAB-CAB meetings, particularly for major development projects, to improve efficiency and ensure residents receive consistent information. Thomas said she would work with staff and community leaders to explore how to better align meetings, so they are meaningful and responsive to the community’s needs.

Cameron Kramlich asked about rumors that the Verdi Library could be closed, noting that neighbors have raised concerns tied to staffing changes, the library board and budget cycles. He asked whether there is any information available and whether future budgets might support keeping the library open.
He also commended county crews for snow removal in the area, saying they do an excellent job compared to other regions.

Joel Martin asked County Manager Kate Thomas where she sees gaps between community input and county action, and how the CAB could be more effective in communicating with and influencing the county. In response, Thomas said the county takes public input seriously but emphasized that feedback is most effective when it includes constructive recommendations, not just concerns. She encouraged residents to offer specific solutions or alternatives, noting that coordinated, thoughtful suggestions help staff evaluate options within budget and policy constraints. She also stressed the importance of building trust, acknowledging that distrust in government exists and that transparency and follow-through are key to improving it. Thomas encouraged residents to stay engaged by reviewing meeting agendas in advance, submitting comments even if they cannot attend meetings in person and using available communication tools. She said the county is open to improving how it gathers input and welcomed ideas for more effective engagement.

Mac Rossi expressed appreciation to representatives from the Sheriff’s Office and the Forest Service for attending meetings regularly and providing public safety updates. He thanked them for their time and noted that these meetings are sometimes the primary opportunity for direct communication with the community.

7. DEER POPULATIONS	

Cody Schroeder from the Nevada Department of Wildlife provided an overview of mule deer populations in the Carson Range and surrounding areas. He explained that mule deer numbers have declined significantly since the 1980s, with notable losses following severe winters in the early 1990s and a continued downward trend over the past decade, despite a slight recent uptick. The department has transitioned from a traditional accounting model to a new integrated population model that incorporates helicopter surveys, radio collar data, harvest information and demographic ratios to better estimate population trends and account for uncertainty. Schroeder described ongoing data collection efforts, including helicopter capture and collaring projects conducted in partnership with the California Department of Fish and Wildlife and funded in part by the Nevada Department of Transportation. Mapping from these efforts has identified critical winter ranges, high use migration corridors and stopover areas between Truckee, Verdi, Peavine Mountain and the Carson Range. Some deer migrate across Interstate 80 and U.S. 395, while others remain year-round residents. He highlighted the significant issue of deer vehicle collisions, noting that several of the state’s top collision hotspots are located along the U.S. 395 corridor near Cold Springs and in the Verdi area. NDOT has installed exclusionary fencing along portions of Interstate 80 to reduce collisions and encourage use of underpasses, though deer continue to cross highways in some areas. Schroeder also emphasized the importance of living with wildlife in urban interface areas, as deer frequently move through developed neighborhoods. Finally, he shared information about the Nevada Wildlife Connectivity Hub, which provides public access to migration maps, reports and wildlife friendly fencing guidance. Looking ahead, the department is launching a statewide fawn collaring study, continuing migration mapping efforts and planning a public mule deer summit this summer to support conservation and public engagement.

Cameron Kramlich asked about the impact of development on key winter range areas, specifically noting that a significant portion of early winter habitat is now within the Sierra Caughlin Ranch subdivision. He said he has observed substantially more deer in nearby neighborhoods and questioned how the population can sustain itself if primary winter forage areas are converted to housing. He asked what steps are being taken to prevent further population decline given the loss of food resources. Cody Schroeder acknowledged that development reduces available habitat and that deer generally avoid development at first, though they can adapt over time. He explained that habitat loss typically results in a gradual population decline rather than an immediate crash, as deer slowly shift their use areas. He noted that wildfire has also been a major contributor to habitat degradation, as fires remove native shrubs deer rely on and often lead to the spread of invasive species that provide less suitable forage. Schroeder said the department is working on habitat improvement projects to help offset these impacts. Efforts include weed treatment, reseeding burned areas with native vegetation and collaborating with federal and private landowners to restore forage in key areas such as recent burn scars. While these projects aim to improve conditions, he cautioned that they are unlikely to fully reverse the long-term downward trend without broader changes.

Mac Rossi asked whether there has been a significant change in deer vehicle collisions near Gold Ranch following the installation of fencing and wildlife crossings along Interstate 80. Cody Schroeder responded that there has been an anecdotal reduction in collisions along I-80 where exclusionary fencing has been installed. However, he noted that collision issues persist along U.S. 395, where there is no comparable fencing or crossing structures. He added that there may have been a slight increase in collisions off I-80, potentially due to increased traffic and changes in deer movement patterns after fencing altered some of their traditional travel corridors.

Veronica Gearhart asked whether predictive models are used when decisions such as fencing are implemented, specifically whether there are projections showing how those actions are expected to affect deer population trends. In response, Cody Schroeder said there are no specific localized predictive models tied directly to individual fencing projects, in part because collision and survival data are constantly changing and can be difficult to quantify precisely at a small scale. However, he explained that the department’s integrated population models can estimate how changes in survival rates would influence overall population trends. For example, even modest increases in adult female survival can stabilize or grow a population, provided fawn recruitment also supports overall growth. He noted that while the modeling framework exists, limited localized data makes it challenging to produce precise projections for specific areas.

Carly Borchard questioned why collision data appears incomplete and asked what can be done to improve reporting, noting she personally sees multiple deer struck each day. She also emphasized that residents know exactly where deer crossings and collisions are occurring locally and expressed frustration that there are little visible signage warning drivers in town. She asked how to initiate installation of deer crossing signs and whether residents could fund and place signs themselves. In response, Cody Schroeder explained that collision data comes from multiple sources, including sheriff reports, NDOT carcass removal records and maintenance crews, but many incidents go unreported. Not all motorists notify authorities; some carcasses are removed without being logged and large vehicles may not report collisions at all. NDOT’s database is evolving, and NDOW is working to improve data collection, including exploring options for citizen reporting tools, though safety concerns limit roadside reporting. Regarding signage, Schroeder clarified that NDOW does not control roadway rights of way, which fall under NDOT, the county or city jurisdictions, and residents cannot install signs without authorization. He noted that static deer crossing signs often lose effectiveness over time as drivers become desensitized. Research shows that dynamic, flashing signs tied to real-time activity are more effective, though they require funding and justification. He encouraged coordination with NDOT as the first step and said he would help facilitate contact, acknowledging that funding and jurisdictional complexities can slow the process.

Bob Laurie asked how wildlife impacts are evaluated when large developments are proposed and what role the Nevada Department of Wildlife plays in requiring mitigation. Using a hypothetical 1,000-unit subdivision in northwest Reno, he questioned who determines whether a project affects wildlife and whether mitigation is voluntary or can be required. He also asked whether county commissioners have the authority to mandate mitigation as part of project approval, noting that developers are unlikely to volunteer measures that affect their bottom line unless required. In response, Cody Schroeder said NDOW has a collaborative working relationship with local jurisdictions and that a recent state statute requires certain development-related filings and fees, allowing department staff to review projects. However, NDOW does not have authority to approve or deny developments, as zoning and land use decisions rest with cities and counties. Mitigation is often voluntary, though local governments may include conditions of approval that encourage or require developers to work with NDOW on wildlife mitigation or education plans. He cited examples such as Cold Springs, where an HOA-funded mitigation account supports habitat restoration projects, and noted that regulatory requirements differ significantly in California, where environmental laws are more stringent.

A resident asked who is responsible for collecting roadkill, including deer and bears, and who the public should call to report carcasses. The resident also asked how quickly removal typically occurs. In response, Cody Schroeder explained that responsibility depends on jurisdiction. If the animal is on a state highway or interstate, the Nevada Department of Transportation typically handles removal. On county roads, the county may respond. NDOW generally does not remove deer unless there are special circumstances. However, for bears, NDOW may respond directly because they are considered a more sensitive species, and law enforcement may investigate to ensure there was no illegal activity involved. He advised residents to contact the sheriff’s department about wildlife-related issues, as they can route the report to the appropriate agency for removal.

A resident from the Del Webb Rancho area raised concerns about increasing development, including new housing and a mountain bike path, in areas that have traditionally been used for deer and bear habitat and hunting. Coming from a hunting family, the resident asked how hunting activity is being considered alongside expanding residential growth, particularly with concerns about firearms being discharged near homes, trails and cyclists. In response, it was explained that hunting tag numbers have already been reduced in the area and are reviewed through a formal process, with recommendations made by NDOW and final decisions approved by the Board of Wildlife Commissioners. There are also discharge laws in Washoe County that prohibit firing a rifle within a specified distance of occupied dwellings. While law enforcement can cite violations, staffing limitations make constant enforcement difficult. Hunters are encouraged to use available tools, such as congested area maps, to ensure they are hunting legally and safely, though not all individuals follow those guidelines.

A resident asked whether there are plans for wildlife crossings and suggested that deer do not like underpasses. In response, it was explained that research conducted in partnership with NDOT and university researchers shows deer will use both underpasses and overpasses. Collared deer have been documented traveling through tunnel-style underpasses, particularly where fencing directs them to those crossings. However, deer do tend to prefer overpasses. The main limitation is cost, as wildlife overpasses can cost tens of millions of dollars to construct, while underpasses are significantly less expensive and therefore more commonly built.

Joel Martin asked what type of crossing signage is most effective for reducing deer vehicle collisions and whether mule deer populations are currently at a healthy level given the long-term decline. In response, Cody Schroeder said dynamic, flashing signs that activate when deer are present are the most effective lower-cost mitigation option short of building wildlife overpasses or underpasses. Static deer crossing signs tend to lose effectiveness over time as drivers become accustomed to them and ignore the warning. Regarding population health, Schroeder explained that “healthy” is relative to available habitat and carrying capacity. Mule deer are currently below historic peak levels, largely due to habitat loss from wildfire and other impacts, but they are not at a critical tipping point where reproduction cannot sustain the population. Instead, the trend reflects a gradual decline that may eventually level off into a lower population plateau.

A resident asked whether traffic calming measures, such as rumble strips or other roadway treatments, could be installed along Highway 40 to slow speeding drivers in known deer crossing areas, particularly near new development and roundabouts. The resident expressed concern about vehicle speeds contributing to collisions and questioned whether such measures would be allowed on that type of road. In response, Cody Schroeder said roadway design and traffic calming decisions fall under the jurisdiction of the Regional Transportation Commission, the county or NDOT, not NDOW. While NDOW can make recommendations and acknowledges that speed is a significant factor in collisions, the agency does not control road infrastructure or right of way decisions. The resident then suggested that NDOW’s role appears limited to tracking animals rather than addressing safety concerns. Schroeder responded that NDOW’s work extends beyond monitoring, noting that the agency invests millions of dollars, largely from hunting revenues, into habitat restoration, wildfire rehabilitation and research. He emphasized that NDOW operates as a relatively small agency with limited authority over transportation infrastructure but works within its means to improve habitat and herd health. He encouraged the public to review agency materials and attend wildlife commission meetings to better understand funding decisions and ongoing conservation efforts.	

8. CAB LETTER TO COMMISSIONER HILL	

Carly Borchard introduced a discussion item regarding a proposed letter to Commissioner Alexis Hill requesting that she use her authority to encourage homeowners associations within the West Truckee Meadows boundary to help share information about upcoming Citizens Advisory Board meetings. She explained that many residents are unaware the meetings are taking place, despite expressing interest once they learn about them through social media or word of mouth. Traditional outreach methods, such as posting flyers at the post office, have stopped, and the CAB currently lacks an effective way to broadly notify the community. Borchard said she drafted a letter for consideration and wanted the board to discuss whether to move forward, acknowledging uncertainty about how much influence the commissioner may have given the number of homeowners associations in the area.

Mac Rossi said that while he lives outside Verdi, many homeowners in his area would still be interested in issues discussed at the meeting. He noted that residents across different parts of the community share concerns about development and other major topics and emphasized the need for greater outreach and input from the county. He added that the group appreciates the county’s assistance but would like to see broader engagement.

Kate Thomas suggested converting the drafted letter into an email and sending it directly to her. She offered to review the concerns outlined, including the broader list of outreach ideas, and coordinate internally to determine what feedback or next steps could be provided in response.

Tammy Holtstill suggested that the correspondence also include Commissioner Jeanne Herman, noting that the area is represented by two commissioners. She recommended combining the information into a single communication that could be shared with both districts to ensure coordinated outreach.

Cameron Kramlich suggested improving public awareness of CAB meetings by more proactively publishing agendas. He noted that Sierra County does a good job posting meeting agendas publicly and said it would be logical to consistently publish agendas in advance of meetings. He recommended posting notices and agendas at high-traffic community locations such as the post office and local coffee shops to increase visibility. He also suggested regularly posting agendas about a week in advance on platforms like Nextdoor to reach more residents. Additionally, he offered feedback on county email notifications, recommending that agendas be embedded directly in the email rather than requiring recipients to click a separate link. From a user perspective, he said having the agenda immediately visible would make it easier for busy residents to quickly review the information and decide whether to attend.

Bob Laurie said he supports expanded outreach and believes groups such as the Sierra Canyon community would be interested in CAB discussions, particularly those related to development. He agreed that better notification would be helpful. However, he added that simply notifying the community about proposed developments is not enough. He suggested that formal presentations on development projects would be more meaningful, even if the CAB does not have authority to make binding recommendations. Having detailed information would allow the board to provide informed feedback to staff. He acknowledged that presentations require staff time and resources, meaning the city or county would need to decide whether allocating those resources for CAB input is a priority.

Cameron Kramlich said his understanding is that the city and county are working to merge their GIS systems, which would make it easier for the public to view development proposals across jurisdictions. He noted that currently residents must check both city and county systems separately, making it difficult to determine what projects are being proposed and under which jurisdiction. He added that the combined system is expected to improve transparency and accessibility for tracking development activity later this year.

Veronica Gearhart asked meeting attendees to raise their hands to indicate how they learned about the meeting. She asked participants to identify whether they heard about it through word of mouth, the Nextdoor platform or a Washoe County email notification in order to better understand which outreach methods are most effective.

Carly Borchard read a draft letter addressed to Commissioner Alexis Hill on behalf of the West Truckee Meadows Verdi Citizens Advisory Board. The letter requests the commissioner’s support in improving communication and public participation by encouraging homeowners associations in the district to share CAB meeting information, including meeting dates, agendas and opportunities for public input. The letter also asks the commissioner to encourage developers to present project information directly to the CAB, particularly for projects in Verdi, to improve transparency and allow residents to ask questions and provide feedback early in the development process. Borchard noted that as the area continues to grow, stronger communication between HOAs, developers and the CAB would help keep residents informed and engaged in decisions affecting their community.

Bob Laurie said he would not want to rely on developers voluntarily presenting to the Citizens Advisory Board. He suggested the letter include language emphasizing that the CAB will have an opportunity to provide input for the decision maker. He noted that if developers understand the board’s input will be part of the decision-making process, they will be more likely to participate and present their projects.

Carly Borchard explained that many developments in the Verdi area are approved through the City of Reno rather than Washoe County, meaning developer presentations to the Citizens Advisory Board are generally voluntary. She noted that in some cases, such as projects within certain overlay districts, the city has required developers to present to the board and gather community feedback before moving forward. She contrasted this with Washoe County’s process, where county projects may require developers to hold community meetings and collect feedback as part of the approval process. Because the City of Reno does not follow the same requirement, Borchard said it may be difficult to mandate presentations to the CAB. However, she agreed that stronger language could be included in the letter to encourage participation and suggested that holding joint meetings between the City of Reno Neighborhood Advisory Board and the CAB could help ensure community input is heard earlier in the process.

Mac Rossi said he also attends Neighborhood Advisory Board meetings and noted that the Ward 5 board recently canceled its meeting due to having no agenda items. He suggested that holding joint meetings between advisory boards could be a potential solution to improve participation and discussion.

Bob Laurie motioned to authorize moving forward with the letter as drafted, with revisions to reflect the discussion. The motion was approved unanimously, and the letter will be revised accordingly.

9. NIGHBORHOOD DEVELOPMENT HUB & OTHER ENGAGEMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

Casey McDonald provided an overview of ways residents can stay informed and provide input on county issues and development. He encouraged residents to visit the Washoe County Board of County Commissioners webpage, which lists upcoming meetings, neighborhood meetings and opportunities for public participation. He noted that residents can also sign up for district news and other county updates to receive notifications about topics such as development, county committees and community meetings. McDonald highlighted the county’s online Community Input Portal, which allows residents to submit concerns or questions even if they cannot attend CAB meetings in person. He explained that he reviews submissions regularly and helps route issues to the appropriate departments, citing an example where a road concern submitted through the portal was forwarded to the county roads department for follow up. He also acknowledged concerns raised about improving communication with homeowners associations and said the county is exploring ways to better reach those groups, noting that even the state’s records do not provide a complete list of HOAs in the area. Looking ahead, he mentioned potential future CAB topics, including transportation issues related to Pyramid Highway, wildfire preparedness presentations from emergency management and fire agencies, and a public survey related to evacuation planning. He encouraged residents to complete the evacuation survey and continue providing feedback to help guide future discussions.

10. CAB MEMBER/COMMISSIONER ANNOUNCEMENTS – 

Carly Borchard said she would like to schedule a follow-up presentation from the Regional Transportation Commission to revisit development projections and address the numbers previously discussed. She noted that the board had agreed to wait a month or two before bringing them back and believes enough time has passed for an update. She also said she would like a follow-up on the communication and outreach letter discussed earlier, noting that by the time the board revisits the topic it will have been about two months and it would be a good opportunity to review progress.

Mac Rossi shared a couple of upcoming items of interest for the community. He noted that a presenter who previously conducted home fire safety surveys in the area will be invited to attend a future meeting to discuss wildfire preparedness. He also mentioned the recent dedication of Riverbed Park along Highway 40, highlighting it as a developing community space with murals and amenities. Rossi thanked attendees for participating in the meeting and expressed appreciation for their time and engagement.

Cameron Kramlich shared information about Nevada’s homeowner property tax cap, noting that primary residents can limit annual property tax increases to 3 percent instead of the standard 8 percent by filing a homeowner’s exemption form with the state. He encouraged residents who are eligible to apply for the exemption to reduce future tax increases. He also suggested inviting local businesses to briefly present at CAB meetings so residents can better understand what companies operating in the area do. He said hearing directly from business representatives would help the community become more familiar with local operations and developments.

11. GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT – 

There was no general public comment. 

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 7:28 p.m. 
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