


[image: Logo

Description automatically generated]  	South Truckee Meadows/Washoe Valley Citizen Advisory Board
Minutes of the regular meeting of the South Truckee Meadows/Washoe Valley         Citizen Advisory  Board on October 2, 2025, at 6:00 P.M. at South Valleys Library 



1. CALL TO ORDER/ DETERMINATION OF QUORUM
Present – Penny Brock, Marge Frandsen, Brad Stanley, Nicole Herris, Drew Ribar
Absent –  
2. PLEGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The pledge was recited.

3. GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT – 
Kelly Hyatt stated that she values the Citizens Advisory Board because county issues directly affect her. She said she previously spoke about concerns related to wild horses and fencing projects by both the City of Reno and the Department of Agriculture. She described herself as a wild horse advocate who supports fencing as the only effective way to address public safety. She noted that after 13 years living on Toll Road, she has seen horses moving into roadways as food becomes scarce, creating safety risks on nearby roads including Geiger Grade, South Virginia Street, Veterans Parkway, and Rio Wrangler. She asked the board to help ensure the fencing project is completed and to clarify who is considered a stakeholder, stating that she and her neighbors are affected by changing fire risks and fencing decisions. She said a committee was formed and had reached out to her, but viewing maps or satellite images is not enough without visiting the site in person. She said she knows the area well and has seen where the fencing is planned but wants to know what the board will do to move the project forward. She expressed disappointment after returning from vacation to find a notice about fencing and fire updates that did not provide the information she expected. She also asked how CAB members are selected, noting confusion about whether they are elected or appointed. She concluded by saying she feels the board is not currently representing residents and wants more understanding of the process.
	
Pete Todoroff said he moved from Incline Village after a heart attack in 2020 and that Commissioner Mike Clark encouraged him to restart the community forum he previously organized there. He explained that the forum in Incline Village met weekly at the library, allowed discussions longer than three minutes, and focused on taking action as a group. He described past efforts such as visiting areas where wild horses needed support and installing watering troughs when necessary. He said he is willing to lead a similar forum in the South Valleys if the community wants it and that meeting times and locations would be up to participants. He noted he is 82 and a veteran with some health limitations but is committed to helping if the community supports the idea. He concluded by saying he is ready to begin the forum at the request of the board and community.	

Iris Pippard said she is a South Reno resident in unincorporated Washoe County and identifies herself as a wild horse, wildlife, and open space advocate. She expressed full support for logical and humane approaches to managing local issues affecting wild horses. She said she appreciates local jurisdictions that are working with the community to address concerns, and she regularly contacts state senators to share her frustration with actions taken by the Nevada Department of Agriculture. She questioned how the community can get through to the state agency, noting that tax dollars are being used in ways she believes create problems related to wildlife, fire prevention, and the region’s iconic wild horses. She said the horses are an important symbol and resource for the region and encouraged continued advocacy. She concluded by saying she is committed to helping find solutions.

Lisa O'Sullivan said she purchased her home in Steamboat Valley specifically because of the presence of wild horses and was pleased when they began grazing on her 19 acres. She said she and her neighbors removed their fencing to allow the horses to move freely, believing their grazing helps reduce fire risk. She expressed concern that in April the Nevada Department of Agriculture installed fencing high on the hillside that blocks horses from accessing neighborhood open space, leaving large areas ungrazed and increasing fire danger. She said she and others have been trying to reopen at least 250 acres of BLM land that are no longer grazed and emphasized that water access is also essential if the horses are to return to the valley. She added that many residents do not realize how far uphill the fencing is located, leaving thousands of acres ungrazed. She said she wants to protect both the horses and the valley and hopes others will join her in advocating for changes.

Colleen Winans said she is a South Reno resident and thanked the board for its work. She said she is a wild horse advocate and hopes the current situation can be resolved in a way that protects the animals. She also described herself as a free speech advocate and referenced a recent troubling incident that underscored the need to safeguard First Amendment rights in Washoe County. She said county employees and volunteers work hard to advise commissioners, but she often sees tension around public comment limits and agenda control. She agreed with earlier speakers that allowing more than three minutes of comment would be helpful and said that although the board ultimately makes decisions, residents should still have meaningful opportunities to speak. She added that Nevada Revised Statutes take precedence over county codes and should be kept in mind when citing legal authority. She echoed concerns about tax dollars being used in ways that create problems and said both employees and the board should feel confident that residents are responsible stewards of public funds. She concluded her remarks there.

Drew Ribar said he lives in Washoe Valley and is a candidate for Assembly District 40 in the 2026 election. He described himself as a free speech advocate and constitutionalist who is running for office because he is frustrated with what he sees as excessive government rules and regulations that burden citizens and businesses. He said he supports wild horses and attempted to obtain information from the Nevada Department of Agriculture by submitting a public records request after a June meeting but has not received a response. He said he sought details on fencing locations and planning, but the state has not provided them. He also described recent experiences at two Library Board of Trustees meetings where he felt his public comment was improperly limited or shut down. He said that in one meeting he was gaveled out after turning to address the audience and that in another he was heckled during his comment while the board did not intervene. He expressed concern that government bodies silence speech they disagree with. He stated his opposition to drag queen story hour events and to restricting public access to libraries or other public institutions. He said bureaucrats act without accountability and that people often cannot get help when they need government services. He concluded by using the rest of his time to hold a moment of silence for Charlie Kirk, whom he described as a free speech advocate.

4. ELECTION OF CAB CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR	

Marge Frandsen nominated Nicol Herris for Chair of the South Truckee Meadows/Washoe Valley CAB. Brad Stanley seconded the nomination, and Nicol Herris accepted the nomination of CAB Chair. Nicol Herris thanked the CAB for the vote of confidence and thanked Penny Brock for her leadership as CAB Chair for the previous few months. 

Marge Frandsen nominated Brad Stanley for Vice Chair. Brad Stanley seconded the nomination and the CAB voted unanimously to elect Brad Stanley as Vice Chair. 

5. COMMISSIONER/CAB MEMBER NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENT	

Marge Frandsen said that when CAB members speak before county bodies such as the Board of Adjustment, the Planning Commission, or the Board of County Commissioners, they should do so as private individuals unless the CAB has formally discussed and agreed on a shared position. She said members should only represent the CAB collectively if the group has been polled and reached consensus.

Brad Stanley said that transparency must be balanced with open meeting law requirements. He emphasized that anyone can speak freely at public meetings as long as they identify themselves as a private citizen and do not imply they are representing the CAB or any other organization unless that affiliation is clearly stated. He said that when speaking as individuals within the established rules, people may express any views they choose, and those comments are ultimately recorded and considered when decisions involving votes and funding are made.	

6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR THE MEETING OF June 5, 2025	

Brad Stanley motioned to approve the minutes of the June 5, 2025, South Truckee Meadows/Washoe Valley CAB meeting. Marge Frandsen seconded the motion, and the minutes passed unanimously. 

7. PUBLIC SAFETY UPDATES
Truckee Meadows Fire Protection District	
Battalion Chief Shane Anderson reported that the district handled 216 incidents in September, including one fire. Year to date, they have responded to 2,134 incidents. He announced upcoming green waste collection for the area on October 11 and 12 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Nevada Division of Forestry facility on Peace Lake Boulder, with additional details available on the TMFPD website. He also provided an update on Station 37, noting that construction is progressing well and that the new apparatus is expected to be completed by the end of the month. He said the facility looks good and will offer more space and modern equipment for staff operations.

Washoe County Sheriff’s Office	
The Washoe County Sheriff’s Office reported 3,463 calls for service in the region, which is above the three-year average of 2,905. Most crime in the Steamboat, Washoe Valley, and South Reno area is down. The representative noted increases in DUI enforcement, explaining that the rise reflects more proactive policing rather than more impaired driving. Vehicle vandalism and property damage cases were also up in the last quarter, including incidents in the meeting location’s parking lot. The individuals responsible for recent vandalism have been caught, but residents were reminded to stay vigilant, lock their vehicles, and keep valuables out of sight to deter opportunistic theft.

Pete Todoroff commented that he finds it ironic that motorists pay for bike paths. He suggested that bicycle riders should contribute to those costs, possibly through a bike license or similar fee, so that funding for bike paths is shared by those who use them. He presented the idea as something worth considering.	

Penny Brock asked about a recent large fight involving students from Galena and Damonte Ranch high schools that occurred outside a fast-food restaurant. She wanted to know whether law enforcement responded and whether there was any information about what appears to be rivalry or gang-related behavior between the two schools. The sheriff’s representative said he was not familiar with the incident and noted it may have been handled by Reno Police or the School Police Department, since it involved juveniles. Penny said parents are concerned because the incident was off school property and she has not seen any follow-up in the news.

Kelly Hyatt said that e-scooters and electric bikes are becoming a serious problem in her area and asked whether the Sheriff’s Office can stop them or if residents must call Reno Police, noting that jurisdiction can be confusing. She said the riders are often kids and she worries someone will be seriously injured. The Sheriff’s Office representative responded that laws for e-scooters and similar devices are still evolving, and enforcement depends on what deputies witness. He added that some higher-powered devices are now classified as motorcycles. Kelly thanked him for the clarification and the update.

Brad Stanley asked whether the Sheriff’s Office would continue providing crime statistics by region, as had been done in the past. The representative said he could share statistics for the local area but did not have comparative information for other regions on hand. Brad asked for more detailed data, such as crime trends in specific locations like store parking lots, and the representative said he would follow up through the board. Brad also shared a recent positive experience with law enforcement. He described encountering a confused individual near his property and calling the Sheriff’s Office. Although dispatch determined the incident fell under Reno Police jurisdiction, he received a prompt callback and a coordinated handoff because similar reports had already been made about the individual. Brad said it was the best response he had seen in many years and thanked staff for their work.

8. WILDFIRE PREPAREDNESS AND RESOURCES
Brett Taylor, MUI Community Coordinator Director, explained that wildfire preparedness is a year-round responsibility even during cooler, wetter seasons. He reminded residents that destructive fires have occurred in every month of the year and encouraged people to begin preparation now, so they are better protected in future fire seasons. He emphasized that fire adaptation involves both individual homes and surrounding properties because conditions in one yard can affect an entire neighborhood. Taylor described local fire risks, including dead grasses such as cheatgrass, changing temperatures, low humidity, and wind events common in the fall. Even small fires in nearby fields can reach homes quickly when fine fuels are dry. He highlighted the importance of recognizing red flag conditions and understanding how fast embers can ignite structures, often through small vulnerabilities rather than large flames. He discussed home hardening, noting that older homes often have materials that are more likely to ignite. Small changes such as improving roofing materials, fixing gaps, removing accumulated debris, and ensuring proper flashing can reduce risk. He urged residents to assess their own properties using resources available on livingwithfire.org and to reach out for guidance if needed. Taylor also described defensible space practices. He explained that home hardening must be paired with vegetation management to prevent heat and flames from reaching structures. He encouraged residents to clear dead vegetation, reduce brush density, remove highly combustible plants like junipers near homes, expand defensible space on the side of a property that borders unmanaged land, and address hazards like dry cheatgrass. These steps help slow a fire, reduce its intensity, and make a property more defensible for firefighters. He encouraged residents to stay informed through local alert systems so they can make timely decisions about evacuation. Programs such as Community Connect allow residents to provide information that helps first responders during emergencies. He also highlighted fuel disposal resources including green waste sites, curbside pickup, and permitted open burning. Finally, Taylor invited residents to request defensible space inspections and consider forming or joining a Firewise USA community. He explained that neighborhoods with multiple fire-adapted homes have significantly better survival rates during major fire events. Firewise participation can be started with a small group of neighbors and provides structure, support, and recognition for community-wide mitigation efforts. 
A resident shared past experiences of living through major fires, including being told to shelter in place while watching very tall flames approach and ultimately choosing to evacuate despite limited guidance. They described seeing heavy fire behavior, testing heat by throwing down a pre-soaked railroad tie that later ignited on its own, and later driving out through intense fire while air tankers dropped retardant to protect their route. They asked about the ignition temperature inside a home, whether sheltering in place is ever truly safe, and whether there was a better strategy than what they faced. They also asked for clarification on defensible space around their property, explaining that they replanted many pine trees after a previous fire and were unsure how far from the house those trees should be or whether they should be cut back. Brett Taylor responded that interior temperatures in a structure fire can reach around 2,000 degrees and that sheltering in place during a wildfire is not the department’s primary recommendation. He emphasized that homes quickly become untenable due to heat and toxic smoke and that the goal is for residents to evacuate early, before the fire front arrives, while communities are designed and maintained so that fire can burn through without destroying homes. He noted that agencies continually work to improve evacuation routes and hardened corridors but stressed that early, informed evacuation is always preferred. Regarding defensible space and trees, he advised getting an on-site evaluation because risk depends on species and conditions. He explained that fire-resilient species such as Jeffrey and Ponderosa pines can often remain if lower branches are limbed and ground fuels are cleared, and that they do not want people to strip their yards bare, but instead to balance ecological health with thoughtful defensible space and professional guidance.
9. NEIGHBORHOOD DEVELOPMENT HUB & OTHER ENGAGEMENT OPPORTUNITIES 		

Sally Johnston walked residents through how to use the Neighborhood Hub on the county website to track development projects and stay informed. She explained that by going to the “Connect with Your Commissioner” section and clicking into the Neighborhood Hub, users can view upcoming projects and see when each one is scheduled for hearings. She demonstrated how to open the list of current Washoe County applications, filter by district, and click into any project to see its status, including meeting dates and approvals such as the recent Planning Commission approval of Murango Springs. She noted that project pages often contain lengthy documents and encouraged residents to explore them for details like the number of proposed homes. She then showed where to sign up for district news alerts, explaining that one link on the page is not working but that a functioning signup option is available at the bottom of the webpage. She emphasized that subscribing will deliver updates directly to residents’ email inboxes and is an easy way to stay informed about projects and meetings.	

10.  BOARD MEMBER ANNOUNCEMEMNT/REQUESTS/DISCUSSION	
Brad Stanley, a longtime CAB and former Board of Adjustment member, described how public comments have repeatedly influenced land use decisions and encouraged residents to keep speaking up. He explained that a crowded meeting about a problematic NDA fence in Steamboat and Washoe, and concerns about wild horses, fire danger, and public safety, led CAB members to create a new body, the Virginia Range Horse Working Group, under an NRS provision that allows such a committee. The group interviewed key stakeholders, including county commissioners and two wild horse advocacy organizations, and was given two main assignments: supporting a public safety wildlife fence project and helping educate the community about Virginia Range horses and broader wildlife issues. Stanley outlined how the working group “ground-truthed” fence plans with on-site tours using local knowledge of horse travel paths and roadway hazards. Those visits revealed design problems, such as fence lines that were too low, too close to homes, or not built to Nevada statute, and areas where horses and vehicles would still be at risk. The group documented these issues, worked with the city’s engineers and Councilmember Naomi Duerr, and helped shift the project into a joint effort among the city, county, NDOT, and wildlife groups. They also pressed for practical improvements such as adding gates so maintenance crews and emergency responders can safely access and manage the fence, and ensure the line is placed where it actually improves safety rather than just looking good on a map. He emphasized reframing the work as public safety rather than only a horse issue, noting that fencing has already reduced vehicle–horse collisions from dozens to zero in some segments. He also pointed to the tourism value of Nevada’s wild horses and the potential to turn a liability into an economic asset by making viewing safer and better managed. Stanley said the group aims to act as a conduit between the community and agencies, helping solve problems collaboratively rather than treating anyone as “the bad guy.” He noted that there are openings on the working group, that more stakeholder outreach is planned, and that agencies such as NDA appear increasingly willing to visit the area and work on solutions on the ground.	

Nicol Herris noted that wild horses have been a recurring concern in public comment and asked that the Virginia Range Horse Working Group be treated as a standing CAB committee that provides regular reports. She suggested formally agendizing the topic, using the CAB to publicize it, and organizing a community meeting so interested residents and stakeholders can engage. She also mentioned that Commissioner Clark is planning a November town hall where this issue could be included. Brad Stanley agreed this is appropriate and described the working group as “scouts” who identify and document problems, then hand them to the agencies that can implement solutions. He explained that the group already sends regular written updates to three county commissioners, a city councilmember, and two wild horse advocacy organizations, and he and Marge agreed to serve as the CAB leaders on this project. The CAB asked staff to place a formal item on the December agenda for a presentation or update and to publicize it as a key topic, so the community understands what the group and the CAB are doing. In discussing the December agenda, members weighed whether to focus solely on the horse and fence issue or also include an update on the local fire station. Because both topics are important and time is limited, they agreed that Chief Edwards will give his formal fire station presentation in December, while the horse working group will provide written information and then return for a full presentation at a later meeting, likely closer to fire season. At the same time, CAB members and residents stressed that many people are confused about where the fence will go, when it will be built, and the difference between the two fence projects, and that horses are already coming down through an unfenced corridor. To avoid waiting until February, Nicol proposed a separate community “ride-along” style tour with Brad, Councilmember Naomi Duerr, and Commissioner Clark so residents can see the fence route on the ground. The CAB agreed this should be organized outside the formal meeting and then promoted along with the December fire presentation and Commissioner Clark’s town hall as part of a broader, proactive outreach effort on horses, fencing, and public safety.	
11. GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT	
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 
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