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Minutes of the regular meeting of the Spanish Springs Citizen Advisory Board held on November 5, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. at the Spanish Springs Library.




1. CALL TO ORDER/ DETERMINATION QUORUM

Present – Shannon Martell, Brandon Partain, Jason Evans, Bradley Young, Bonnie Billings, 
Absent - 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

3. GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT	

Julie expressed strong dissatisfaction with the Nevada Department of Transportation’s first phase of improvements to Pyramid Highway. She criticized the decision to build bike lanes instead of adding a third vehicle lane, arguing it prioritizes recreational cycling over the needs of thousands of daily commuters. Julie said this choice fails to support economic growth, contributes to driver frustration, and results in unnecessary congestion and safety concerns. She urged NDOT to correct courses in future phases by prioritizing vehicle capacity, increasing the speed limit between McCarran and Disc Drive, and adjusting traffic signals to avoid frequent stops for minor side streets. With regional population growth projected to rise significantly, Julie stressed that Pyramid Highway should operate as a limited-access, high-capacity corridor to support commerce and the daily needs of working residents.	

Bruce Foster announced a community event hosted by Calvary Chapel Reno-Sparks featuring David Barton of the organization WallBuilders. He said they will speak about the influence of Judeo-Christian and biblical values on the U.S. Constitution and Bill of Rights. Foster invited the public to attend the church’s 11:30 a.m. service and said informational materials were available at the meeting.

4. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FOR THE MEETING OF October 1, 2025	

Bradley Young motioned to approve the minutes of the October 1, 2025, Spanish Springs CAB meeting with the correction that Bradley Young was present at the meeting. Jason Evans seconded the motion, and the minutes were approved unanimously. 	

5. PUBLIC SAFETY UPDATES	

Truckee Meadows Fire Protection District	
Battalion Chief Derek Reid reported October incident statistics for the Spanish Springs area, noting four fires, 92 EMS calls, seven motor vehicle accidents, one hazardous materials call, six public assists, 26 good intent calls, and one fire alarm. He added that crews provided 23 mutual aid EMS responses to Sparks, bringing the combined total to 169 calls for the month. Reid also reminded residents that open burning is permitted through April, though restrictions apply on windy days. He advised the public to check permissible burn days and obtain permits at tmfpd.us.

Washoe County Sheriff’s Office	
Washoe County Sheriff’s Office Lieutenant Nick Tone, patrol watch commander for Sunday–Wednesday evenings, gave an update focused on fraud prevention, e-bike enforcement, shooting concerns near Golden Eagle Park, and recent crime trends in Spanish Springs. Tone warned that phone scams involving cryptocurrency payments remain widespread and stressed that no government or law enforcement agency will ever request payment through Bitcoin ATMs. He encouraged residents to call the non-emergency line to verify suspicious calls. He also noted that identity theft victims can obtain certification documents through the Nevada Attorney General’s Office, which the Sheriff’s Office can validate to help with financial institutions. He highlighted increasing safety concerns with high-powered e-bikes, particularly among juveniles riding moped-style bikes that can exceed 40 mph and require licensing. Deputies are working with schools and families to educate riders and enforce violations. Tone also reported ongoing enforcement to address unsafe target shooting above Golden Eagle Park, using patrols, citations, and new signage. On crime trends, he reported a rise in destruction of property, including recent rock-throwing incidents by juveniles, with arrests made and reports decreasing since. Calls for service in Spanish Springs increased 37% over the three-year average, largely due to a 50% rise in proactive deputy enforcement. He added that deputies have also increased arrests for weapons violations, prioritizing illegal weapons possession as a key enforcement focus this year.

A resident asked why vehicles with no plates or expired temporary tags are not being stopped more frequently. Lt. Nick Tone explained that driving without visible plates provides probable cause for a traffic stop, but many drivers legally have temporary moving permits or proof of a DMV appointment due to limited appointment availability, so they are not cited if they are actively trying to comply. He added that deputies will pull vehicles over when they are not responding to higher priority calls but may not stop them if they are en route to urgent incidents or already have someone in custody unless the violation poses an immediate safety risk, such as obvious impaired driving. Tone emphasized that staffing levels limit how many stops can occur but noted that more deputies are currently in training to increase patrol capacity in the future.

6. REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION (RTC) UPDATE

Paul Nelson, Government Affairs Officer for RTC, outlined how RTC plans, funds, and delivers transportation projects that affect Spanish Springs and the greater Reno–Sparks area. He explained that RTC’s board is made up of local elected officials and that the agency manages regional road planning, public transportation, and engineering and construction. Transit ridership has grown for more than three years, with nearly 5.85 million trips in the last 12 months, supported by an all-electric and hybrid fleet and soon eight hydrogen fuel cell buses. Popular services include bus rapid transit on Virginia Street and 4th Street/Prater, FlexRide on demand service in areas like Spanish Springs where fixed routes are not feasible, Senior Taxi Bucks for seniors, veterans, and people with disabilities, a large vanpool program for long distance commuters to places like TRIC and Lake Tahoe, and free ride programs for K-12 students and local college students and employees. Nelson described RTC’s long range 2050 Regional Transportation Plan, which is updated every four years and sets priorities for the next 20 to 25 years, and neighborhood network plans that study 12 subareas of the region for targeted safety and comfort improvements for people walking and biking. Spanish Springs is scheduled for that detailed neighborhood planning around 2028, with tools such as quick build crosswalks, medians, roundabouts, and a variety of protected bike lane treatments. On the engineering side, he highlighted pavement preservation strategies that extend road life through preventive, corrective, and rehabilitation work. Major construction now underway includes the Sparks Boulevard Capacity Improvement Project, which will widen the corridor to three lanes in each direction, rehabilitate roadway segments, and maintain shared use paths and bike lanes, with lane closures through early next year and full completion expected in spring 2027. He also reviewed recent and upcoming projects such as the nearly complete Vista Boulevard and Disc Drive intersection improvements, pedestrian safety upgrades on Eagle Canyon near schools and fields, a new traffic signal at East Prater and Ion in 2026, corrective maintenance on La Posada and Cordoba, an added southbound lane on Pyramid between Egyptian and Ingenuity, and future widening of Highland Ranch Parkway between 5 Ridges and Sun Valley Boulevard. Looking ahead, Nelson said RTC is coordinating future Pyramid Highway projects with NDOT, including improvements at Highland Ranch and Sparks Boulevard, a potential new connector between Pyramid and Sparks Boulevard to relieve McCarran and Pyramid, and further widening to the north. Current studies include a TRIC connector alignment study to identify a feasible route between USA Parkway and Spanish Springs using a likely BLM easement, and a commuter rail feasibility study between Reno–Sparks and TRIC to reduce pressure on Interstate 80, especially during future widening construction. He closed with an overview of RTC’s budget, noting that most revenue comes from local fuel tax that is legally dedicated to roads, supplemented by federal formula and discretionary grants, sales tax for transit operations, NDOT funds, and developer fees. While Washoe County has the highest fuel tax in Nevada due to indexing, he emphasized that this averages about 195 dollars per vehicle per year for RTC, which is significantly less than what households typically pay annually for sewer, water, power, property tax, and auto insurance.	

Joni Hammond asked how RTC and the Legislature plan to ensure electric vehicle owners, such as Tesla drivers, pay their fair share for road funding since they do not pay fuel tax like gas-powered vehicles. In response, Paul Nelson explained that recent efforts to create either a mileage-based user fee or a flat registration fee for EVs did not result in a bill, and a previous attempt was vetoed. He said the next realistic opportunity is the 2027 legislative session, noted that the Gwinn Center has completed a study on EV and hybrid fees that is available on RTC’s website, and emphasized that while people are driving more miles, fuel tax revenues are flat because of higher fuel efficiency and the growth of EVs, so a new funding mechanism is needed to ensure EV drivers help pay for the roads they use.	

Dana Trimble asked two questions about road improvements in Spanish Springs. First, she sought clarification on responsibility and timelines for widening Highlands Ranch Parkway, noting confusion between RTC and NDOT. Paul Nelson explained that the portion between Pyramid Highway and the Highlands Ranch subdivision is the responsibility of the private developer working with the City of Sparks, while RTC plans to widen the rest of Highlands Ranch Parkway from the development to Sun Valley Boulevard around 2028. Her second question concerned the long timeline for widening Pyramid Highway farther north and why Spanish Springs seems to be low on the priority list. Nelson replied that Pyramid Highway is an NDOT project, and RTC cannot control its schedule. He said RTC consistently communicates local priorities to NDOT and is seeking federal funding to speed up future phases. He noted that NDOT funding is limited because much of it goes to Southern Nevada and to maintaining thousands of miles of rural highway, which reduces the amount available for major projects in Washoe County.

Elizabeth Lawrence asked why a new connector road to USA Parkway is being studied near La Posada when Pyramid Highway is already heavily congested, and whether a road in that area would worsen traffic by forcing drivers to come down La Posada and back up Pyramid. Paul Nelson explained that the alignment is still being studied and could end in several locations, including near La Posada or closer to Golden Eagle Park. He said the road would likely be two lanes rather than a large highway, and its purpose is to take traffic off both Interstate 80 and Pyramid Highway. If as many as 10,000 vehicles used the connector each day, those would be trips not crowding the existing routes. Nelson added that some traffic might still need to navigate local streets, but the connector would shift vehicle flow and ultimately reduce overall pressure on the region’s major corridors.
	
Julie Barger asked whether the intersection of La Posada and Cordoba could be converted from a stop sign to a roundabout. Paul Nelson replied that RTC does not currently plan to build a roundabout at that location. However, because corrective maintenance work will be done in the area, some safety updates are expected at nearby roundabouts, including improvements to crosswalks and ADA compliance, and the possibility of adding pedestrian flashing lights. 

Craig Paulsen asked whether plans to eventually expand Pyramid Highway to three lanes in each direction out to Calle de la Plata would require tearing out the new improvements that were just completed, possibly including removal of bike lanes to make room. Paul Nelson responded that the question relates to NDOT’s long-term plans and would need to be addressed by NDOT directly. Bonnie Billings noted that RTC hosts them at meetings several times a year where residents can bring such questions.

Rodney expressed frustration that Pyramid Highway has no secondary route to relieve congestion and described a trip from Pyramid Lake to I-80 that took 45 minutes because there was no alternate road. He said NDOT and RTC keep referring him back and forth and urged both agencies to work together to create another roadway. Paul Nelson responded that RTC recognizes the need for additional routes but there is limited available space. He said that is why RTC is studying a new connector between Spanish Springs and USA Parkway, as well as a possible road linking Lemon Valley and Spanish Springs. He explained that early development in the area did not include east-west corridors, which created the current bottlenecks, and said widening Sparks Boulevard now and possibly Vista Boulevard in the future is part of addressing those limitations.
Bisham Kevin asked why the planned additional lane on Pyramid Highway between Egyptian Drive and Ingenuity Lane will only serve southbound traffic, noting that northbound traffic also backs up. He also asked whether a traffic signal is planned at Ingenuity and Horizon. Paul Nelson said he did not have information on why only one direction is being widened now, suggesting it could be related to funding with the possibility of expanding northbound in the future. He also said he did not have an answer on a future traffic signal at that intersection and would need to follow up.

Elizabeth Lawrence expressed concern that a future connector road near La Posada could bring semi-truck traffic into residential areas already experiencing warehouse growth, and she worried that a separate connector between Spanish Springs and Lemon Valley might be routed near Eagle Canyon schools where children walk. She asked whether those impacts were being considered before decisions are made. Paul Nelson replied that RTC does not intend the La Posada connector to be a truck route, though some trucks may use it. He said freight impacts will be evaluated, but the purpose of the road is not to serve industrial truck traffic. Regarding the Lemon Valley connection, he explained that Eagle Canyon was ruled out specifically because of its schools and pedestrian activity. Instead, the route currently being evaluated would connect through the Wingfield Hills area and then over the mountain, which avoids school zones.

Jacob Ritter asked why Pyramid Highway was not fully widened to six lanes from Los Altos to Highland Ranch as he believed had been planned, noting that the new section tapers back down to four lanes and seems to make congestion worse. He wondered whether funding issues, such as the end of COVID-era money, caused the change. Paul Nelson responded that RTC was not involved in determining the lane configuration because the project is led by NDOT. He confirmed that Phase 1 widened part of the corridor to six lanes before narrowing back to four but said he did not know NDOT’s plans for future phases or whether funding limits affected the design. He suggested that NDOT would need to provide those details.

Brandon Partain asked whether RTC had considered using frequent RTC Ride bus service to transport workers between the Reno–Sparks area and the Tahoe Reno Industrial Center as a way to reduce commuter traffic if commuter rail does not move forward. Paul Nelson said RTC has not done a specific study on using regular transit buses for that purpose, but is partnering with the private service My Ride to Work, which operates large commuter buses from park and ride locations such as Shadow Mountain Fields and Centennial Plaza to major employers like Tesla and Panasonic. He said the program is helping remove cars from the road, but demand far exceeds current capacity, which is why RTC is also studying commuter rail and a new road connection to relieve congestion.	

Gary Murray questioned why RTC offers free bus rides to UNR students and employees while seniors and veterans receive only a $60 monthly subsidy, arguing that the free program benefits people who can afford transportation more than those who need financial help. Paul Nelson responded that the free university and youth programs are intended to build long-term transit use by introducing riders early, with the hope they will continue using and paying for transit as adults. He added that seniors do receive discounted fares rather than fully free rides, though the subsidy program provides additional assistance for those who need door-to-door service like taxis or rideshare.

Janet Butcher asked whether Cordoba will be widened or just resurfaced, how far the work will extend, and when it will occur. She said the answers matter to her because she lives nearby and is concerned about drivers cutting through her street. Paul Nelson explained that the project is corrective maintenance only, not a widening project, and work is expected to begin next summer. He said such resurfacing projects are relatively short, often a few weeks, though utility adjustments can add time. Nelson added that when corrective work is done, RTC may also update sidewalks or crosswalks but there are no plans to add sidewalks where they do not currently exist. He clarified that the work boundaries on Cordoba will run from La Posada to Calle de Oro, not north of Sunset Springs, and will not extend to the dead-end north of the intersection.

Jennifer Boss asked whether adjusting and synchronizing traffic signals could help relieve congestion on Pyramid Highway while larger road projects are pending. She wanted to know if signal timing is being actively updated in real time to improve commute flow. Paul Nelson said RTC is already working on several approaches to improve signal timing in the Sparks and Spanish Springs area. He described the Sparks Intelligent Corridors program, which uses real-time traffic data from mobile devices to adjust signals automatically, and an intelligent transportation system involving fiber-connected traffic lights that will eventually allow live monitoring and manual adjustments from a staffed traffic management center. He added that the University of Nevada assists with periodic timing studies, which have already improved flow on Sparks Boulevard. Nelson said RTC will review Vista Boulevard signals as traffic increases during construction on Sparks Boulevard but emphasized that timing changes must balance delays on main roads and side streets. He clarified that technology-based synchronization and timing updates occur on various schedules, but newer systems are moving toward more real-time traffic response.

An online participant asked whether Sparks Boulevard between Baring and Disc Drive is being considered for additional lanes. Paul Nelson said widening has been discussed, but it is not currently included in RTC’s five-year Regional Transportation Improvement Program. He said it may be considered in the longer term depending on how future Pyramid Highway projects develop.

7. 2026 TOPIC PLANNING FOR SPANISH SPRINGS CAB 

Bonnie Billings explained that the CAB wants to choose meeting topics that residents care about in order to encourage attendance and build community. She encouraged people to use the QR code on the agenda to suggest future topics and said the board values community input. She noted that residents have a handout listing potential topics for 2026. The group does not meet in August or December because of travel and holiday schedules. She added that the January meeting will focus on strategic planning and include a discussion of the Dignity Index pledge, which she and Commissioner Andriola are working on to promote more respectful public dialogue.

Bradley Young motioned to approve topics for the Spanish Springs CAB for 2026. Shannon Martell seconded the motion, and the motion was approved unanimously. 	

8. REPORT ON REQUESTS FOR SERVICE FROM PREVIOUS CAB MEETINGS

There were no requests for service from the previous CAB

9. NEIGHBORHOOD DEVELOPMENT HUB & OTHER ENGAGEMENT OPPORTUNITITIES

Candee Ramos, from Washoe County, shared ways for residents to get more involved locally. She showed how to locate upcoming neighborhood development meetings on the county website by searching “neighborhood developer meeting,” and demonstrated both the map and list view of current projects, noting an upcoming meeting at Spanish Springs High School. Ramos explained that residents can click into a project page to read its description, see contacts, and submit feedback online if they cannot attend in person. She also highlighted the “Get Involved” section of the county website, which lists volunteer opportunities and openings on boards and commissions. Ramos noted there are current vacancies on the Open Space and Regional Parks Commission, the Law Library Board of Trustees, and the Emergency Medical Services Advisory Board. She invited anyone interested to speak with her after the meeting for more information.

10. CAB MEMBER/COMMISSIONER ANNOUNCEMENTS/ REQUESTS

Commissioner Clara Andriola shared several updates, focusing on veterans and county priorities. She announced the first Veterans Day observance at the Sparks Senior Center, coordinated with the Human Services Agency and local veterans groups, and described features of the event including ROTC participation and a symbolic “root beer salute.” She said the tradition began in 1919 when A&W’s founder honored World War I veterans with free root beer. Andriola also announced that Washoe County will host two Veterans Service Officers through an agreement with the Nevada Department of Veterans Services. One position is being funded through a $65,300 private donation, with the goal of collecting data to support state funding during the 2027 legislative session. She said this service has not existed locally for decades. She also reported that the Board of County Commissioners approved a revised list of priority projects, including housing, equine business expansion, agritourism, heat mitigation and dark skies ordinance updates, and improvements to public noticing. She closed by wishing the community happy holidays.

Brad Young thanked RTC staff for their presentation and reminded residents that questions can always be emailed afterward. He noted that concerns about traffic lights are shared by many and encouraged continued communication. He also pointed out that the Citizen Advisory Board has spent several months working on future meeting topics, and community input is important. Young urged residents to use the QR code on the agenda to suggest ideas, explaining that suggestions are welcomed and help build community participation in Spanish Springs.

11. GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT

Craig Paulsen informed the board and residents about a proposed warehouse project on the east side of Pyramid Highway near Shadow Ridge and Harris Ranch. The plan includes three warehouses totaling about 700,000 square feet, operating 17 hours a day, and would require a change in zoning from residential to industrial as well as amending the regional plan. He encouraged community members to provide input and said Washoe County planner Kate Oakley is overseeing the project. Flyers with information were made available.	

Julie Barger expressed frustration over recurring Pyramid Highway issues and said she attended the meeting expecting NDOT based on a prior CAB discussion. She suggested that future meetings include Washoe County, RTC and NDOT together so questions cannot be redirected between agencies.	

Janet Butcher apologized for earlier confusion about the roadway project boundaries after reviewing the handout. She acknowledged her misunderstanding, expressed regret for being contentious, and said she would send Paul a note thanking him and apologizing.	

ADJOURNMENT

	The meeting was adjourned at 7:35 PM. 



image1.jpeg




