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Minutes of the regular meeting of the Spanish Springs Citizen Advisory Board held on October 1, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. at the Spanish Springs Library.



1.  CALL TO ORDER/ DETERMINATION OF QUORUM

PRESENT – Renate York, Shannon Martel, Brandon Partain, Bonnie Billings, Jason Evans 

ABSENT –  

A quorum was established, and the meeting was brought to order. 

2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The pledge of allegiance was recited. 

3.  GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT 	 

Dan Herman gave his appreciation for the voluntary work of the members of the Spanish Springs CAB. 
	

4.  APPROVAL OF THE MINTURES FOR THE MEETINGS OF September 3, 2025	

Bradley Young motioned to approve the minutes of the September 3, 2025 Spanish Springs CAB meeting. Jason Evans seconded the motion, and the minutes were approved unanimously by the CAB. 
 	
5.  PUBLIC SAFETY UPDATES	

Truckee Meadows Fire Protection District	
Division Chief Joe Shum introduced Captain Josh Kutz, who presented the monthly report as part of the department’s leadership development and succession planning program. Captain Kutz reported that August was the busiest month of the year for the Spanish Springs area, with a total of 285 calls under the auto-aid program with Sparks Fire. Of those, 178 were EMS calls, representing 62.45 percent of the total call volume. The district also responded to 22 vehicle accidents, a few public assists, and 55 good intent calls, along with other miscellaneous incidents. Ninety-four of the calls were classified as automatic aid to the City of Sparks. Year-to-date, Spanish Springs had 1,859 calls, marking an 18.26 percent increase from August of last year and a 20.2 percent increase overall compared to the previous year. Kutz noted that open burning remains closed and will reopen later in the fall when conditions such as fuel moisture, weather patterns, and fire risk improve. As the region enters the fall season, he cautioned that Truckee Meadows historically experiences its most dangerous wildfires during this time due to high winds and reduced federal fire support as seasonal staff from the Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management are laid off. He said the department continues to emphasize defensible space and is watching for a season-ending weather event that would bring at least a quarter inch of rain followed by winter conditions. He also announced that two popular community green waste collection events will take place on Saturday, October 25. One will be held at Lazy 5 Regional Park and staffed by wildland crew members, while the other will take place at the Palomino Valley Ironwood Equestrian Center as a self-service event. In closing, Shum shared that the department is 90 days into Fire Chief Richard Edwards’ tenure. Chief Edwards has established a 180-day plan, and the leadership team is working together to implement it and ensure continued high-quality service to residents.	

Dan Herman asked whether open burning would still follow the usual seasonal schedule, typically opening in December and again in April, and confirmed that burn permits remain available online. Captain Josh Cutts responded that the process has not changed—burn permits are still issued online for properties of two acres or more. When applicants enter their address, the system automatically determines eligibility based on county assessor data. He added that the open burning dates remain the same unless weather or fire conditions require adjustments.

6. TRUCKEE MEADOWS WATER AUTHORITY (TMWA) RESOURCE PLAN PRESENTATION	

Eddy Quaglieri opened the presentation with an overview of the evening’s topics and a summary of the Truckee Meadows Water Authority (TMWA). He explained that the meeting would include presentations from several speakers: Cara would discuss the draft 2025–2045 Water Resource Plan, which is before the TMWA Board for approval in October; David Kershaw would present the Water Facility Plan and explain the detailed process of planning TMWA’s infrastructure; Dr. Greg Poll would provide an update on groundwater conditions in Spanish Springs; and Danny Rotter would close the evening with an update on upcoming special projects, including a new hydroelectric plant. Quaglieri gave a brief history of TMWA, noting that it was formed from Sierra Pacific in 2001 and took over all Washoe County water systems, including Spanish Springs, in 2015. The utility employs roughly 300 people, operates as an enterprise fund, and is governed by a seven-member board made up of three representatives from Reno, two from Sparks, and two from Washoe County. He outlined key operational details, explaining that TMWA produces up to 90,000 acre-feet of water each year and can meet a maximum daily demand of 150 million gallons. Its two main surface water treatment plants, Glendale and Chalk Bluff, supply most of the service area, while the Mount Rose plant on White’s Creek provides additional treatment capacity. About 80 to 90 production wells support the groundwater supply, which is used primarily during droughts or periods of low river flow. He emphasized that TMWA’s system is highly complex, with nearly 300 pressure zones, making it one of the most intricate water systems in the western United States. Quaglieri addressed common public questions, beginning with whether the community is running out of water. He said the answer is no, citing the strength of the Truckee River Operating Agreement and the region’s upstream reservoirs, which ensure reliable water storage and distribution. He clarified that no development occurs without dedicated water rights and that any new development in Spanish Springs is supported by surface water rights, not new groundwater wells. About 90 percent of Spanish Springs’ water now comes from the Truckee River, a major shift from when the County operated the system and relied more heavily on groundwater. He concluded by explaining that there are no new Truckee River water rights available because the Orr Ditch Decree capped total allocations at 226,000 acre-feet, though about 40,000 acre-feet remain in agricultural form and could be converted if farmers choose. He assured the audience that TMWA has sufficient surface water rights and long-term plans to support projected development for the next two decades.	

Kara Steeland, Senior Hydrologist and Watershed Coordinator with the Truckee Meadows Water Authority (TMWA), presented an overview of the draft 2025–2045 Water Resource Plan. She explained that the plan provides a 20-year outlook on TMWA’s water supply and demand and works in coordination with the Water Facility Plan, which focuses on infrastructure, and the Funding Plan, which is a five-year plan updated annually. Steeland noted that the “At a Glance” summary offers a concise, reader-friendly version of the full 120-page document for those who want an accessible overview of the plan’s findings. She emphasized that approximately 80 to 85 percent of TMWA’s total water supply comes from Truckee River water rights, which are capped at 226,000 acre-feet under the Orr Ditch Decree. Over time, agricultural rights have been converted to municipal and industrial use to accommodate growth, leaving about 40,000 acre-feet still in agricultural form. She added that one acre-foot equals roughly 326,000 gallons of water. Steeland highlighted the significance of the Truckee River Operating Agreement (TROA), implemented in 2015, which governs management of the Truckee River and its upstream reservoirs. TROA allows for flexible storage and release of water depending on hydrologic conditions, giving TMWA the ability to store extra water in wet years and draw on those reserves during droughts. This system benefits multiple users, including the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe, by balancing water reliability, habitat protection, and drought resilience. She noted that all TMWA customers combined use only about 4 percent of the Truckee River’s flow in a normal year.She described how TMWA uses an integrated approach combining surface and groundwater resources. The merger with Washoe County systems allowed TMWA to better coordinate water sources and help groundwater levels recover. Lake Tahoe, she explained, is the best barometer of the region’s water health—when it is full, the area can expect strong Truckee River flows for several years. In a typical year, about 80 to 85 percent of TMWA’s water comes from surface sources and 15 to 20 percent from groundwater, with drought reserves used only six times in the past 35 years. Looking ahead, Steeland said water demand is projected to grow about 1.8 percent per year over the next two decades. Despite population growth, overall demand remains stable due to conservation efforts and smaller lot sizes. TMWA has sufficient resources to meet projected needs through 2045 and beyond. Climate modeling extending to the end of the century also shows TMWA in a strong position thanks to decades of planning, the flexibility of TROA, robust groundwater management, and the aquifer storage and recovery program, which injects treated surface water into aquifers during winter months to “bank” water for future use. Steeland concluded by emphasizing the success of TMWA’s conservation programs. Per capita water use has decreased significantly over time due to public awareness, water efficiency codes, universal metering, and the installation of advanced meter infrastructure that allows customers to monitor real-time usage and quickly identify leaks. She said these innovations have positioned the Truckee Meadows region as one of the most water-efficient communities in the western United States.

Dr. Greg Pohll presented a brief overview of the groundwater system in Spanish Springs Valley, focusing on how water sources and recharge have evolved over time. He began by explaining that water deliveries to the valley have increased since 2002, but the reliance on groundwater has decreased significantly. In the early 2000s, groundwater pumping was around 3,000 acre-feet per year, but today it is well below 1,000 acre-feet. This reduction is possible because TMWA now has greater access to Truckee River surface water than the County previously did, allowing more of the community’s needs to be met through that system rather than local wells. Pohll then described the various ways the aquifer in Spanish Springs is naturally replenished. Groundwater recharge comes from several sources: approximately 600 acre-feet per year from infiltrating precipitation, 300 acre-feet from seepage along the historic Orr Ditch, and the largest contributor—irrigation recharge—resulting from overwatering of lawns and landscaping, which allows excess water to seep into the ground. Additional recharge comes from septic systems, contributing around 400 acre-feet per year, small leaks in the water distribution system that add another 500 acre-feet, and seepage from ponds, such as those near Wingfield Springs. Altogether, the valley receives about 4,200 acre-feet of recharge each year, while current groundwater pumping is less than 1,000 acre-feet, meaning the area withdraws less than 25 percent of what is naturally replenished—a healthy balance for the aquifer. He concluded by showing data on groundwater levels in the central part of the valley, which had been declining before TMWA took over operations in 2015. Since then, groundwater levels have steadily risen due to the increased use of surface water and reduced reliance on wells. Pohll emphasized that TMWA’s ongoing responsibility is to maintain stable or improving groundwater levels to ensure the system remains resilient and sustainable for the long term.

Dave Kershaw, Engineering Manager for TMWA’s Planning Group, provided an overview of how the Water Facility Plan is developed and how it supports the agency’s long-term infrastructure needs. He explained that the plan serves as a roadmap for improvements required to move and deliver the water resources described in the Water Resource Plan and groundwater studies. The facility plan is updated approximately every five years and helps determine both existing and future infrastructure requirements, as well as the cost analyses that inform connection fees for new developments. Kershaw said the planning process builds on data from the Water Resource Plan and integrates both current and projected water demands into a comprehensive system model. Using population and growth projections, engineers convert expected resource needs into “maximum day demand,” measured in gallons per minute, across the region. They then model where growth and water use are occurring and where new infrastructure will be needed, based on regional trends and direct input from developers. The plan outlines when and where new pipelines, pump stations, reservoirs, and treatment facilities may be required over the next 20 years, reviewed in five-year increments. He shared that the last facility plan identified approximately $400 million in infrastructure needs over a 20-year period, with about half of that—$200 million—directly tied to growth-related improvements. Previous plans had predicted faster growth and higher demand, but the 2040 Water Facility Plan found that growth has slowed, allowing TMWA to postpone or extend the timelines for some capital improvement projects. Among the key facility priorities highlighted were additional water supplies for the South Truckee Meadows and Verdi areas, new groundwater treatment facilities in Spanish Springs, consolidation of pump stations on the west side, and construction of the advanced purified water treatment facility and new hydroelectric infrastructure. Some treatment plant upgrades have been delayed based on revised projections. Kershaw concluded by noting that updates to TMWA’s connection fees were made as part of the facility plan’s completion, ensuring that infrastructure investments remain aligned with actual growth and system demand.

Danny Rotter concluded the presentation with updates on two major initiatives: advanced purified water and hydroelectric power generation. He began by explaining that advanced purified water refers to a process that treats reclaimed, or “purple pipe,” water to drinking-water standards. This treated water is then injected into the ground to create a natural groundwater buffer before being extracted again for use. The concept emerged from 2015 regulations adopted by the Governor’s Drought Task Force, which authorized indirect potable reuse as a strategy for long-term water sustainability. Since then, the City of Reno, Truckee Meadows Water Authority, Washoe County, the City of Sparks, and the University of Nevada, Reno have collaborated to advance the technology. Rotter noted that this forward-thinking effort honors the legacy of those who built the region’s reservoirs in the 1960s and 1970s by continuing to plan for the community’s future water security. He highlighted the Advanced Purified Water Project at American Flat, a joint $250 million venture between the City of Reno and TMWA. The project will become a key part of the region’s drought resilience strategy, using cutting-edge water treatment methods to expand available water supplies while maintaining high public health and safety standards. Rotter then discussed TMWA’s historic and ongoing hydroelectric operations along the Truckee River. Some of these facilities date back to 1899 and originally powered Virginia City’s mining operations. TMWA continues to operate several of these plants, generating renewable energy for the community. He explained that one plant, the Farad facility, was lost in the 1997 flood, but three others remain operational. A new facility, the Orr Ditch hydroelectric pump station, is expected to come online in spring and will generate power on-site at one of TMWA’s existing treatment plants. This innovation will reduce energy costs by producing electricity directly rather than purchasing it back from NV Energy, saving an estimated $300,000 to $350,000 per year. Rotter added that TMWA’s hydroelectric program recently reached record annual revenues of $4.2 million and secured a new agreement with its energy partner, Switch, extending through 2049. The deal capitalizes on strong renewable energy market conditions, increasing TMWA’s total projected revenue to about $100 million over the life of the contract—$35 million of which comes from favorable new energy pricing. He described this as a major success in both financial and environmental stewardship, marking another example of TMWA’s long-term commitment to sustainable resource management.

Janet Hand asked how information flows between the Washoe County Planning Commission and TMWA to prevent surprises. TMWA responded that whenever applications reach Washoe County, the City of Reno, or the City of Sparks—such as tentative maps or special use permits—they are invited to comment, which is a primary touchpoint. Staff also make monthly or quarterly rounds with each agency to maintain relationships and stay current. They acknowledged that nuances in planning processes can occasionally lead to missed items, in which case agencies will call TMWA directly to coordinate. Hand then stated her name for the record.

Dan Herman asked several detailed questions about TMWA’s water treatment and groundwater operations, focusing on treated water for re-injection, PFAS monitoring, and the status of a specific well project.
TMWA explained that the American Flat Advanced Purified Water Project is an “indirect potable reuse” system that treats reclaimed water to drinking-water standards using multiple purification barriers. The process achieves up to a 12-10-10 removal level, meaning 99.9999999999% elimination of viruses, Giardia, and Cryptosporidium. After treatment, the purified water is injected underground, travels through the aquifer for about three years, and is then withdrawn through normal wells for use. When Herman asked specifically about Spanish Springs and local reinjection, TMWA clarified that its Aquifer Storage and Recovery (ASR) program uses treated Truckee River water, not recycled wastewater. This is the same drinking water produced at the Chalk Bluff and Glendale treatment plants, injected into the aquifer during the winter months to replenish groundwater supplies. Herman also asked about PFAS (“forever chemicals”). TMWA said the substances are currently unregulated but are being closely monitored under the EPA’s Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Rule 5 (UCMR5). They explained that PFAS can be found in products like firefighting foam, nonstick coatings, and waterproof materials, and while no local issues have been detected, federal regulations are expected soon. TMWA is preparing for those standards and already testing for trace amounts measured in parts per trillion. Finally, Herman inquired about the Spring Creek 10 production well. TMWA confirmed that the project is on hold pending a decision from the State Engineer’s Office in Carson City, following public protests over water-right transfers from the nearby Donovan well. Construction of the pump house will not begin until the state engineer issues a ruling on the permits.

Commissioner Andriola asked how residents would be notified once the State Engineer makes a decision regarding the protested Spring Creek 10 well permits. TMWA responded that the State Engineer’s Office will notify all official protestants directly once a decision is made or if a hearing is scheduled. For other residents who wish to stay informed, TMWA explained that anyone can track the permit status by entering the permit numbers into the State Engineer’s online database or by contacting the office directly to have their name added to the permit file. Doing so ensures they receive future correspondence and updates about the decision.

TMWA was asked if they had the  link to the website where they can see when the state engineer makes a decision. TMWA provided  tmwa.com/sc10 for the website. 	

Bonnie Billings suggested including updates about the State Engineer’s decision in TMWA’s monthly billing newsletter so residents could be informed. TMWA responded that while they could share general public information, they would not publish details specific to the State Engineer’s process out of respect for that agency’s authority and to avoid influencing or complicating the official review. They agreed to let the state process proceed independently while still communicating relevant public updates once appropriate.

Robbie asked whether the new Spring Creek 10 well would affect nearby neighborhoods, noting concerns from residents who believed the pumping could draw water from their own wells. TMWA explained that groundwater modeling shows the impact from the well is extremely limited—drawdown is less than 10 feet immediately around the well and drops to less than a foot farther out—indicating minimal effect on surrounding properties. They confirmed that the well’s influence does not extend to larger nearby parcels such as the 10-acre lots mentioned.
TMWA added that these questions are central to the ongoing State Engineer’s protest process, where both TMWA and local residents have submitted their information and concerns. They emphasized that the state engineer will review all evidence and make the final determination, so TMWA would refrain from further discussion while that proceeding is active.

Carol Burns asked whether TMWA knew about a rumored data center in northern Nevada and where it obtains its water. TMWA explained that most major data centers—including those operated by Google and Meta—are located in the Tahoe-Reno Industrial Center (TRI) in Storey County, near the Tesla Gigafactory along USA Parkway. Those facilities have their own water supply and also receive treated effluent from the Cities of Reno and Sparks. Instead of releasing that treated wastewater into the Truckee River, some is redirected through an agreement to the industrial park, where companies further treat it to the quality needed for their operations.
Burns also asked whether TMWA anticipates having enough water as the climate changes. TMWA responded that both their moderate and high-emission climate models show the region will have sufficient water supplies through the end of the century. While the modeling indicates a few potential shortages under more extreme conditions, those can be mitigated through continued planning—such as expanding the aquifer storage and recovery program and advancing projects like indirect potable reuse. TMWA emphasized that the region’s long-term planning over the past 30 years has positioned it well to manage future challenges related to climate and population growth.
Brad Young asked whether domestic wells in the De La Plata area and surrounding parcels would eventually be capped. TMWA clarified that domestic wells would only be required to cap if a public water main were located within 100 feet and the private well failed. In that case, the homeowner would not be allowed to drill a replacement well and would need to connect to the public system. However, if no water main exists within 400 feet, the homeowner could re-drill their private well instead of connecting. Young also asked for clarification on the new well house project and which neighborhoods it would serve. TMWA explained that the well would support nearby residential developments, including the Sugarloaf Peak and Shadow Hills housing areas, as well as the Blackstone community. The water will be pumped to a storage tank, which will then supply those homes through the local pressure zone. They noted that although the well contributes to the local system, roughly 90 percent of the water serving Spanish Springs—and filling that tank—comes from the Truckee River surface water supply, with only about 10 percent coming from groundwater wells.

7. ADVANCE PLANNING – CAB TOPICS FOR 2026	

Bonnie Billings outlined the next phase of discussion for the Spanish Springs Citizen Advisory Board (CAB), explaining that the group would begin identifying topics of community interest for the coming year. She said the CAB plans its agenda a year in advance and encouraged both board members and residents to contribute ideas. Billings introduced a new initiative called the Dignity Pledge, which the CAB will formally roll out during its January strategic planning meeting. She credited Commissioner Andriola for finding the “Dignity Principles,” a national framework that encourages respectful dialogue and unity in divided communities. Billings emphasized that practicing these principles in CAB meetings—and in daily life—can help participants navigate disagreement constructively, avoid hostility, and strengthen community trust. She then previewed a series of potential meeting topics for 2025, beginning with the January strategic planning session focused on the Dignity Pledge. February may feature a presentation from the HOPE Team, a joint effort between Washoe County and the City of Sparks that connects people experiencing homelessness with support services. March could explore wildlife coexistence, with possible participation from the Department of Agriculture, prompted by recent local encounters with coyotes, owls, and raccoons. Additional ideas included an RTC transportation update in April to address Pyramid Highway improvements and funding needs, and a May presentation on outdoor recreation and local heritage, possibly featuring the Reno-Sparks Indian Colony, which was well received at a previous meeting. Other suggested topics included an NDOT update, emergency preparedness and go-bag training, a presentation on Spanish Springs’ 20-year master plan, home improvement and solar energy, commercial and workforce development opportunities, and family-friendly community activities. Billings closed by inviting board members to share their own ideas and encouraging residents to attend future meetings, noting that building a stronger, more connected community requires everyone’s participation.

Shannon Martell recommended scheduling any “family-friendly activities” presentation in the spring, ahead of the busy spring-to-fall season when most youth-oriented events occur, noting there are few comparable options in winter beyond things like ice skating or skiing. She also suggested inviting a Washoe County planner to brief the CAB on upcoming legislation regarding accessory dwelling units (ADUs), given strong community interest in the topic.	

Commissioner Andriola responded that Washoe County has already adopted ordinances allowing accessory dwelling units (ADUs), which were passed roughly six to eight months ago. She said the topic is not about future legislation but about helping residents understand what the existing ordinance currently permits. Andriola agreed that an informational update on ADUs would be valuable and suggested combining it with a presentation on the community’s master plan, since ADUs alone may not be a lengthy enough topic for a full meeting.	

A board member requested a presentation from Northern Nevada Public Health, noting the CAB hasn’t hosted them during her tenure. She wants an update on their plans for the community, is interested in the new metrics outlined for 2025, and would like to hear how those will inform priorities and targets heading into 2026.	

A board member endorsed several topics and suggested timing: schedule the “family-friendly activities” presentation in early to mid-spring; hold an emergency planning session around June so residents can prepare ahead of wildfire season; and invite Fish & Wildlife (or similar) to speak about coexisting with local wildlife—coyotes, bobcats, and deer—given area growth and more encounters in suburban settings.

Commissioner Andriola suggested adding an update on the ongoing evacuation plan study—funded by a private donor and expected to span about a year—to a future preparedness agenda. She noted strong public interest in what the study may recommend and how evacuation procedures might change, and offered to check on its timeline and report back to help with scheduling.

Brad Young said that while the list of proposed topics was solid, some could be “snoozers” that wouldn’t draw strong public interest. He stressed the need to choose engaging subjects that encourage attendance and participation, noting that turnout has been low. Young recalled that past meetings on county planning were especially popular, with lively discussion and strong engagement from residents, and suggested those types of sessions be repeated. He also advised against combining too many agencies at once, such as RTC and NDOT, saying each should have its own meeting. However, he suggested that electric vehicle (EV) discussions could be tied into the RTC presentation, since it would fit naturally within a broader conversation about roadways and transportation planning. Young concluded that residents are particularly interested in understanding local government processes—how planning decisions are made and how they can get involved. Many attendees, he noted, are retirees with professional backgrounds who appreciate informative, substantive discussions about how things work in Washoe County.

A resident asked for a briefing on the health and usage of the Washoe County park system, noting parks may be underpublicized and underused. Commissioner Andriola added that a regional parks consolidation study is currently underway. While she isn’t on that board and doesn’t know the timeline, she said the study’s findings—especially potential impacts—would be valuable to share with the community once available.	

Brandon Partain asked when the various agencies involved in the regional parks consolidation effort would be ready to present a unified plan once the study concludes. Commissioner Andriola replied that the study’s results will become public immediately upon completion, but coordination among jurisdictions—such as determining oversight of parks like Spanish Springs and Lazy 5—will take additional time. She emphasized that CAB meetings are an ideal venue to share this kind of information since most residents likely wouldn’t attend regional meetings. Andriola said she would find out the expected completion dates for both the parks consolidation study and the ongoing evacuation study to help the board plan future agendas.	

Bonnie Billings explained that while the CAB initially planned to discuss potential meeting topics this month, the board will finalize and vote on the schedule in November since there is no December meeting. She said the goal is to plan the entire year in advance rather than just six months, because it helps county support staff and allows time to secure speakers. Billings praised Commissioner Andriola for her role in coordinating with presenters and noted that other CABs struggle to book speakers due to short planning timelines. Commissioner Andriola agreed that annual planning is helpful but emphasized the need for flexibility. She noted that if an urgent or highly relevant issue arises, it should take priority and replace a topic that can be postponed, ensuring the CAB remains responsive to community needs.

Bradley Young expressed frustration that CAB members often aren’t notified about upcoming county public meetings or development proposals until after the fact. He gave an example of learning secondhand about a proposed Smith’s market project that had already been presented to the Planning Commission, saying it would be helpful if board members were informed in advance. Commissioner Andriola acknowledged his concern, explaining that while there are many moving parts, residents and CAB members can monitor upcoming Planning Commission meetings—which are posted and recorded—and sign up for notifications about public hearings. She encouraged anyone needing help finding or subscribing to updates to contact Washoe 311, emphasizing it as the best resource for navigating county information.

8.  REPORT ON REQUESTS FOR SERVICE FROM PREVIOUS CAB MEETINGS 	

There were no requests for service from previous CAB meetings. 
	

9.  NEIGHBORHOOD DEVELOPMENT HUB & OTHER ENGAGEMENT OPPORTUNITIES – 

Sally Johnston demonstrated how residents can stay informed about upcoming county projects and meetings through the Washoe County website. She explained that users can start on the “Connect with Your Commissioner” page, scroll to the Neighborhood Hub, and access information on upcoming projects. From there, residents can view current and past applications—such as those specific to District 4—to track development activity. Johnston emphasized that the most effective way to stay up to date is by using the “Sign up to receive district news and other topics of interest” feature, which allows users to choose subjects they care about, like planning, and receive automatic updates directly to their inbox. She noted that while her Wi-Fi connection made the demonstration load slowly during the meeting, the process works smoothly for residents doing it from home.

10.  CAB MEMBER/ COMMISSIONER ANNOUNCEMENTS/ REQUESTS - 	

Commissioner Andriola announced that the Veterans Day celebration will take place on November 7 at the Sparks Senior Center, hosted in partnership with the Washoe County Human Services Agency and local veterans. She shared a fun historical note explaining why root beer floats will be served at the event — the tradition dates back to 1919, when A&W founder Roy Allen served root beer floats to returning World War I soldiers, creating a lasting connection between veterans and the treat. She also provided a county update, noting that the application period for the Washoe County Manager position closed on September 22. Human Resources is currently reviewing applicants, and the Board of County Commissioners will hold a public meeting on October 27 to interview finalists, with a new county manager expected to start in January. Andriola closed by thanking the CAB for its engagement and encouraged members to keep thinking creatively about community outreach. She highlighted the Dignity Index as an important initiative that was recently featured on 60 Minutes and suggested using public service announcements (PSAs) to promote civility and community involvement, emphasizing her appreciation for everyone’s participation and ideas.

11. GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT – 

Carolyn White  commented that they were here from  the Warm Springs CAB.	 

Commissioner Andriola informed attendees that, in light of the ongoing federal government shutdown, residents with questions or concerns can contact Washoe 311 for assistance. She said the call center is prepared to help direct people to available resources and programs for those who may experience financial hardship during the shutdown. Andriola credited Janet for sharing insights from previous shutdowns and confirmed that while 311 staff may not have every answer immediately, they are ready to guide callers to the appropriate support services.

Brandon Partain shared that he’s using AI to process and aggregate data from county meeting minutes—pulling stats like who voted on what—so residents don’t have to comb through lengthy documents. He invited suggestions on what aggregated data people would find useful from CAB meetings, the Board of County Commissioners, or Parks and Open Space, noting he’ll soon be looking for new ideas to analyze.

ADJOURNMENT – The meeting adjourned at 7:29 p.m.
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