January XX, 2025
To Kyndall Jackson
Subcontract Administrator, National Renewable Energy Laboratory
Re: Support for Community Microgrid Assistance Partnership

Dear NREL,

I am writing on behalf of the Gerlach Citizen’s Advisory Board (CAB) to express our support for Washoe County’s application for the DOE’s Community Microgrid Assistance Partnership (CMAP).
As Washoe County’s representative local body in Gerlach, I can say with confidence this project aligns with the needs of our community, and it enjoys community support.
Gerlach is a small, isolated town of about 120 people (roughly half of whom are retired on fixed incomes) more than 100 miles from the nearest metropolitan area, and power outages in both summer and winter leave us without the power we need. 
At the same time, Gerlach has abundant sunshine, wind, and geothermal resources that make it uniquely suited to become a model of what is possible using the application of modern renewable energy, storage, and smart-grid technologies to support energy reliability and climate resilience.
We greatly benefited from our experience with the DOE’s Energizing Rural Communities Prize, which provided research and feasibility studies for both solar and geothermal microgrids. CMAP support would help us take the next important steps toward technical specs and a financing plan to build a local microgrid that could provide reliable power for our community.
With DOE CMAP support, Gerlach can respond to our changing climate in ways that make our community more resilient and provide templates for other communities to do the same. 
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,


Tina Walters, Chair
Gerlach Citizen’s Advisory Board
